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Long Beach in process of updating Bicycle Master Plan
During Spring and Summer, 2016, the Long Beach Bicycle Master Plan Project has been on the
road, traveling to various community events and gathering feedback about bicycling in Long
Beach. The project team set up a 3D interactive mapping activity, a bicycle-powered radio
that community members can ride on and give-aways to attract participants. During these
“pop-up” events, the project team asked people about where they’d like to see new bicycle
routes added, existing routes enhanced, new facilities introduced, or deficiencies addressed.
OVER 150 PARTICIPANTS HAVE PROVIDED FEEDBACK SO FAR, from the first three of these pop-ups:
• Bike-to-Work Day, Downtown Long Beach, Thursday, May 19
• First Fridays Event, Bixby Knolls, Friday, July 1
• Love Long Beach Festival, Granada Beach, Sunday, July 17

City celebrates opening of the Pacific Bike Boulevard Project
New traffic calming elements along Pacific Avenue between Wardlow Rd. and San Antonio
Dr. are part of a $1.7 million Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
grant to improve safety for bicyclists and pedestrians. The improvements stretch along 8.4
miles of key corridors connecting Downtown Long Beach to North Long Beach and the
LA River. The project features two traffic circles on Pacific Avenue, one at Bixby Road and
one at 36th Street, as well as two new traffic signals, 5.1 miles of bike lanes, 3.1 miles of bike
routes, and pedestrian wayfinding signage.

S P O T L I G H T

Cycling profile—TONY CRUZ
Long Beach resident Tony Cruz is not only Long Beach’s “Bike Ambassador”, but he is
one of the most recognized road cyclists in the country. Tony’s career as a professional racer is comprised of memberships on some of the world’s best teams, including:
US Postal Service, Discovery Channel, Toyota-United, and BMC. Cruz has also represented the United States in the 2000, 2001 and 2002 road race World Championships;
was a member of the 2000 Sydney US Olympic Team; and raced in some of the most
renowned races in Europe – Paris-Roubaix, Tour of Flanders, Tour de l’ Ain in France,
Giro d’ Italia and Vuelta de Espana. Long Beach’s burgeoning bike culture owes a lot
of its success to the time, effort and guidance provided by Cruz. Since 2009, the City
of Long Beach has made some $20 million in investments to implement bike cont.

For Public Works information, in English or Spanish, please call (562) 570-6383 or vist longbeach.gov/pw.

Get to know us!—ERIC WIDSTRAND
Eric is the City Traffic Engineer and is responsible for planning, organizing and overseeing the overall operation
and performance of the Traffic Engineering Division. He
is inspired by the innovative multi-modal improvements
the City is making, and is glad to be a part of improving
livability in Long Beach. Eric has 24 years of experience
that includes private consulting in Chicago, Seattle and
Los Angeles; as well as serving as the City Traffic Engineer
for the City of Seattle and the City Traffic Engineer for the
City of Santa Monica. He lives in Santa Monica with his
wife, daughter and dog, where he enjoys bicycling, taking
his daughter to parks and searching for the best deep dish
pizza and new sandwich shops. He is overjoyed that his
hometown Chicago Cubs finally won the World Series.

New parking protected bike lanes
coming to Long Beach
New parking protected bike lanes have been installed between the curb and the parking lane in both directions
of Artesia Blvd. between Orange Ave. and Atlantic Ave.
Rubber barriers similar to wheel stops, as well as plastic
bollards, “bike buoys”, identify the division and guide motorists where to park. Also included in the project, green
pavement markings to highlight approaching intersections and areas where vehicles may cross the bike lane.
These protected bike lanes are the first phase in a greater
project to transform Artesia Blvd., and make friendly for
all transportation modes. Parking protected bike lanes
will continue east along Artesia Blvd. to the City limit at
Downey Ave. Throughout the City the Public Works Department is also analyzing other corridors where parking
protected bike lanes can be installed.

Upcoming projects
Many may not realize that the Broadway and 3rd Street Cycletracks through Downtown are actually temporary treatments. A federal grant won a few years ago will soon be utilized to make the Cycletracks a permanent feature of the
one-way couplets that cut across Downtown. In the next calendar year, the existing asphalt curbs will be replaced with
concrete medians, landscaping, and drainage improvements, in addition to improved striping and signals.
cont. from Tony Cruz

programs and grow its biking infrastructure. Cruz has used his expertise and experience riding in numerous countries
to collaborate with City Traffic Engineers and direct investments. In addition, Cruz catalyzed the creation of the website
www.bikelongbeach.org, which is the central online hub for Long Beach’s bike culture. “I’m extremely proud to be the
Bike Ambassador for the City of Long Beach. As Long Beach continues to expand and foster its diverse bike culture
through innovative bicycle infrastructure, advocacy and programs, it truly sets the standard for Southern California cities
to follow. Not only are we trendsetters but we are also making Long Beach an even cooler place to live, work and raise
a family through biking. It’s such a simple concept, yet an important one that can be embraced by just about anyone
regardless of their age! Bicycles bring a smile to people’s faces and improve their quality of
life.” - Tony Cruz, Long Beach Bike Ambassador.

City Services

Please use the Go Long Beach App to report an issue.
How to request a Bike Rack—BikeLongBeach.org/bike-rack-request

