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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In September 2021, the State of California enacted Assembly Bill 481 (AB 481) to address the 

funding, acquisition, and use of military equipment. In compliance with this legislation, City 

Council adopted an ordinance authorizing the Long Beach Police Department (LBPD) to continue 

the use of military equipment. The ordinance and annual military equipment report are publicly 

available on the department’s website as required by Government Code § 7072. 

DEFINITIONS 

Pursuant to California Assembly Bill 481, the following definitions are applicable only to the Long 

Beach Police Department’s current military equipment inventory and potential military 

equipment acquisitions for operational needs. For a more detailed list of “military equipment” 

definitions, refer to California Government Code sections 7070(c). 

Governing Body - means the Long Beach City Council.  

Military Equipment - Items as defined by California Government Code § 7070(c), includes the 

following: 

• Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles. 

• Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers. 

• High mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMMWV), two-and-one-half-ton trucks, 

five­ton trucks, or wheeled vehicles that have a breaching or entry apparatus attached. 

• Tracked armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants. 

• Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the 

operational control and direction of public safety units. 

• Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind. 

• Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature. This does 

not include a handheld, one-person ram. 

• Firearms and ammunition of .50 caliber or greater, excluding standard-issue shotguns 

and standard-issue shotgun ammunition. 

• Specialized firearms and ammunition of less than .50 caliber, including firearms and 

accessories identified as assault weapons in Penal Code§ 30510 and Penal Code §30515, 

with the exception of standard-issue handguns. 

• Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launch explosive projectiles. 

• Noise-flash diversionary devices and explosive breaching tools. 

• Munitions containing tear gas or OC, excluding standard, service-issued handheld pepper 

spray. 

• TASER® Shockwave, microwave weapons, water cannons, and long-range acoustic 

devices (LRADs). 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB481
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• Kinetic energy weapons and munitions. 

• Any other equipment as determined by a governing body or a state agency to require 

additional oversight. 

2024 OVERVIEW  

Assembly Bill 481 (AB 481) set forth regulations for law enforcement agencies regarding the 

funding, acquisition, use, and reporting of military equipment. The following provides 

information from January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024.  

i.   EQUIPMENT USAGE 

The use of consumables such as ammunition, diversionary devices, and chemical agents may 

stem from training activities. However, this section exclusively represents practical 

deployment and may exclude data on consumables used during training sessions.  
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ii. RESULTS OF INTERNAL AUDITS 

Section 7072(a)(3) mandates the disclosure of internal audit findings, including any policy 

breaches related to military equipment usage, along with the corrective actions taken. 

During this reporting period, the LBPD did not document any policy violations. Furthermore, 

there were no infractions related to military equipment throughout the entire calendar year 

of 2024. 

 

A military equipment inventory audit conducted by the department in June 2025 uncovered 

the anticipated acquisitions for calendar year 2026, detailed in the subsequent section. 

 

iii.  INVENTORY AND PROJECTED ACQUISITIONS  

The procurement of consumable military equipment may vary depending on inventory levels 

impacted by training activities, operational use, and manufacturer-recommended 

replacement timelines. The items listed below reflect estimated quantities required to 

replenish stock and maintain readiness for training and operational needs. Although certain 

acquisitions anticipated were not completed within the reporting period, the totals provided 

represent the department’s planned procurements for 2026 and may include carry-over 

items from the previous year. 
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Unexpected replacements of existing non-consumable military equipment will be addressed 

on a case-by-case basis, depending on operational needs, wear and tear, or the equipment 

reaching the end of its serviceable life, all in accordance with the Council-approved policy on 

military equipment acquisitions. Most funding for the requested military equipment is 

expected to come from the current police budget. 

 

iv. ASSOCIATED TRAINING  

Training in the use of specific military equipment and related special tactics involves 

perishable skills that require continuous practice to maintain proficiency. While the 

Department regularly conducts training sessions within its Training and Tactical Support 

Division and specialized units like SWAT, external training courses provide additional tactical 

insights and opportunities for skill enhancement. These courses offer carefully designed 

curricula and exercises that impart knowledge, refine skills, and enhance capabilities. The 

courses officers attend may vary each year based on operational needs and compliance 

requirements. A full course catalog is available on the department’s website, 

www.longbeach.gov/police/ (catalog). 

http://www.longbeach.gov/police/
https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/LBPDPublicDocs/DocView.aspx?id=207562&dbid=0&repo=LBPD-PUBDOCS


LONG BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

7 | P a g e    
 

Below are the external training sessions related to military equipment regulated by AB481 

that LBPD members attended during this reporting period, along with their respective costs. 

 

 
 

 

v.  COMPLAINTS AND CONCERNS RECEIVED 

No formal grievances or objections concerning the use of military equipment were received 

during this review period. 

 

The public is encouraged to express any inquiries or concerns about the use of military 

equipment by contacting the LBPD via email at AB481@longbeach.gov. The Department is 

dedicated to promptly addressing and responding to all such communications. 

 

In pursuit of enhanced transparency, the Long Beach Police Department will continue 

publicizing the latest AB481 policy and annual reports on the department’s website, 

https://www.longbeach.gov/police/about-the-lbpd/lbpd-ab-481/.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:AB481@longbeach.gov
https://www.longbeach.gov/police/about-the-lbpd/lbpd-ab-481/
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Long Beach Police Department 

400 West Broadway 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

 

Visit us at:  https://www.longbeach.gov/police/  

                     

https://www.longbeach.gov/police/
https://twitter.com/LBPD
https://www.facebook.com/LongBeachPD.CA
https://www.instagram.com/longbeachpd.ca/
http://www.youtube.com/user/lbpdmediarelations1
https://twitter.com/LBPD

