HAMILTON BIOLOGICAL
December 21, 2020
R Whitney Latimer
Bancap Commercial Real Estate Services
192 Marina Drive
Long Beach, CA 90803

SUBJECT: NESTING BIRD SURVEYS & MONITORING
ALAMITOS BAY LANDING TREE TRIMMING/REMOVAL PROJECT
Dear Mr. Latimer,
At your request, Hamilton Biological, Inc., conducted a nesting bird survey and monitored the trimming and removal of trees at Alamitos Bay Landing in the City of Long
Beach, Los Angeles County, California (Figures 1, 2). The purpose of my survey was to
search for any birds roosting or nesting prior to the tree work. The survey is required to
comply with federal and state laws protecting actively nesting birds, as well as the City
of Long Beach Tree Trimming Policy, approved by the California Coastal Commission
in 2008 (https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2009/2/W23b-2-2009.pdf). This letter report describes the methods and provides the results of the survey and monitoring.
Figure 1. Regional Location
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Figure 1. Alamitos Bay Landing is located in southeastern Long Beach, near the border with Seal Beach.
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Figure 2. Project Vicinity
Scale 1” = 520’
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Figure 2. The project site is located east of the entrance to Alamitos Bay and west of the San Gabriel River.

SURVEY REQUIREMENTS
Tree pruning/removal on land leased from the City of Long Beach is governed by applicable laws and policies, including Special Conditions 1A(2) and 1A(3) of the City’s
Tree Trimming and Removal Policy:
1A(2). Any trimming of trees with nests shall be supervised by a qualified biologist or ornithologist and a qualified arborist to ensure that adequate nest support and foliage coverage
is maintained in the tree, to the maximum extent feasible, in order to preserve the nesting
habitat. Trimming of any nesting trees shall occur in such a way that the support structure of
existing nests will not be trimmed and existing nests will be preserved, unless the Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine, in consultation with a qualified arborist, determines
that such trimming is necessary to protect the health and safety of the public. The amount of
trimming at any one time shall be limited to preserve the suitability of the nesting tree for
breeding and/or nesting habitat. Trees or branches with a nest that has been active anytime
within the last five years shall not be removed or disturbed unless a health and safety danger exists.
1A(3). Trimming may not proceed if a nest is found and evidence of courtship or nesting
behavior is observed at the site. In the event that any birds continue to occupy trees during
the non-nesting season, trimming shall not take place until a qualified biologist or ornithologist has assessed the site, determined that courtship behavior has ceased, and given approval to proceed within 300 feet of any occupied tree.

To comply with City policy, a nesting bird survey was required prior to the pruning or
removal of trees. Trees proposed for pruning included a large Aleppo pine near the
northern property boundary that was been used by nesting Great Blue Herons in recent
years and some palms that have not been used for nesting within five years.
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NESTING BIRD SURVEY
Methods
I completed an initial nesting bird survey, covering all trees planned for pruning
and/or removal, on December 18, 2020, from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. The temperature was 54°
F, wind was 1–2 mph, and skies were clear. I noted all bird species present in survey area and inspected all trees on the site, as well as surrounding trees within 300 feet of the
site. I searched for nests and possible roost sites by carefully checking all vegetation and
structures, looking for nests or bird behaviors typically associated with nesting (e.g.,
birds carrying material or food). I also inspected the ground for accumulations of white
guano typically present below the nests and roosting areas of herons and egrets.

Results and Discussion
During the survey, I did not find any active bird nests on the project site, or anywhere
within 300 feet of the site. This is not surprising, since mid-December is outside the
usual nesting season for birds in Long Beach. Bird species observed during the course of
the survey, and later the monitoring of work, were limited to common resident and
wintering species: Rock Pigeon, American Crow, House Sparrow, Orange-crowned
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, and Yellow-rumped Warbler. The only inactive nests I
observed during the survey consisted of at least seven inactive heron nests in the top of
the large Aleppo pine near the parking lot exit (see Photo 1, below). Herons have not
used this tree for nesting since 2017 (no nesting in 2018, 2019, or 2020).

Photo 1. Prepruning photo
of the Aleppo
pine near
northern
property
boundary that
is known to
have been
used by
nesting Great
Blue Herons
in 2017.
December 21,
2020.
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MONITORING OF PRUNING
Methods
At 7:00 a.m. on December 21, 2020, I arrived to (a) ensure that no new nesting behavior
was taking place in the Aleppo pine or in other trees planned for pruning; and (b) to
monitor pruning of the pine. I confirmed that no nesting activity was taking place. I met
with the foreman, Matt Ibara, and directed the pruning crew to remain at least five feet
away from any of the several inactive large heron nests in the canopy of the pine.
Under my supervision, and having been advised of the requirements to avoid pruning
in a way that might affect the suitability of the pine for nesting, the tree crew pruned
the Aleppo pine between 8:15 and 10:25 a.m. They did not remove any of the inactive
nests or prune any of the branches supporting nests. I did not observe any herons in the
vicinity of the tree during the period when it was being pruned. In the opinion of Hamilton Biological, the crew did an excellent job of limiting their pruning to the extent required to maintain public safety and the health of the tree without adversely affecting
the tree’s function as a heron rookery and roosting site (see Photos 2 and 3, below).

Photo 2. Worker using hand tools used to prune the canopy of the Aleppo pine. December 21, 2020.

Nesting Bird Survey and Monitoring, Alamitos Bay Landing
December 21, 2020

Hamilton Biological, Inc.
Page 5 of 6

Photo 3. The Aleppo pine after completion of pruning. Consistent with City policy, the upper branches of
the pine, where the inactive heron nests are located, were pruned enough to ensure public safety while
leaving the inactive heron nests well supported. December 21, 2020.

There was no requirement to monitor pruning of any other trees on the property, since
none of them was found to hold any active or inactive nests.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
During the pre-work survey, Hamilton Biological observed no indication that any bird
species were actively nesting or courting in trees proposed for pruning or removal. After identifying at least seven inactive heron nests in an Aleppo Pine, Hamilton Biological monitored its pruning and documented the crew’s compliance with the City of Long
Beach Tree Trimming and Removal Policy. This tree has not held any active heron nests
since the nesting season of spring/summer 2017.
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Thank you for the opportunity to work with you on this project. Please call me at 562477-2181 if you have questions or wish to further discuss any matters; you may send email to robb@hamiltonbiological.com.
Sincerely,

Robert A. Hamilton
Wildlife Biologist
President, Hamilton Biological, Inc.
http://hamiltonbiological.com
cc:

Elvira Hallinan and Sergio Ramirez, City of Long Beach
Chuck Posner and Jonna Engel, California Coastal Commission
Victoria Tang, California Dept. of Fish & Wildlife

