March 3, 2025
Dr. Justin Cummings, Chair
California Coastal Commission
South Coast District Office 301
E Ocean Blvd., Suite 300 Long
Beach, CA 90802-4302

Re: Southern Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project (CDP No. 5-23-0233) Letter of
Support

Dear Chair Cummings and Coastal Commissioners:

As Mayor of the City of Long Beach, | am writing to support the implementation of the Southern
Los Cerritos Wetlands Restoration Project and urge the Commission to approve the project’s
Coastal Development Permit application (CDP No. 5-23-0233).

This restoration project will repair the damage done by more than a century of oil drilling and
other industrial use of the site. This is the first step in restoring a significant portion of the
historic wetland complex, which previously spanned more than 2,400 acres. This project will
restore over one hundred acres of wetlands, improve water quality, increase biodiversity, support
local wildlife, and create a system of trails and public access features that will serve a diverse
community.

This restoration project will support a variety of wildlife and will allow the wetlands to adapt to
sea level rise by maximizing mid-marsh and transitional wetlands in the design. This restoration
project will create public access amenities that are critical to the community, especially in this
industrialized area with underserved communities to the west, north, and east. The plans include
a new trail system that will connect Gum Grove Park and the Heron Point Cultural Trail to the
San Gabriel River Trail. The trail connections, public parking, ADA features, bike racks, and
nearby bus stops will facilitate access to the site. The project will allow people of all ages and
abilities to explore and recreate in harmony with the natural space while protecting sensitive
habitats from negative impacts. Public amenities include an outdoor classroom, benches and
shade, interpretive features, an amphitheater, interpretive signage, educational opportunities, and
ADA accessible trails and viewing spaces.

The longstanding collaboration between multiple non-profits, tribal groups, local, state, and
federal agencies in protecting and restoring the Los Cerritos Wetlands underscores the broad
support for this project and its importance. | respectfully encourage you to support this important
project for the restoration of valuable coastal wetlands and wildlife habitat.

Sincerely,

Mayor Rex Richardson
City of Long Beach

CC: Liliana Roman



