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Week 3 Objectives

ÅTo familiarize yourself with household hazardous waste and what the best 
options are for disposing responsibly or omitting it from the start.

ÅTo understand how household hazardous waste affects the environment and 
our physical health.

ÅTo learn how to create your own eco -friendly homemade cleaner with healthier 
and non -toxic ingredients.

ÅTo emphasize the harmful effects from the global increase in electronic waste.
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TodayɅs Agenda

March 5, 2026

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. Bin Monitoring

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Electronic Waste (E-Waste)

Activity #3: DIY Non -Toxic Household Cleaner

Assignment Review and Icebreaker

6. TBD - 
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Icebreaker

In groups of 4, please take  3 minutes each to answer any of the following:

1. Were you able to set up your recycling bin/bag for efficient sorting at home? 

2. Has your perception about recycling changed after week 2?

3. What types of cleaners do you typically use at home? 
Å Have you ever made your own cleaner?

4. What is something cool you did over the winter?
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Weekly Giveaway



77

Assignment #2: Set up your bins at home

How Benjamin 
recycles!

How Margaret  
recycles!

How Wendy  
recycles!

How Lynn  
recycles!

How Brandon  
recycles!
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Compost and Recycling Ambassador Program

Household Hazardous Waste 
(HHW)
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

EPA considers certain leftover household products that can 
catch fire , react , or explode  under certain circumstances, or 
that are corrosive  or toxic , as Household Hazardous Waste .

ü Products  that contain hazardous ingredients require special 
care when you dispose of them.

ü Unable to pour down the drain, toilet, on the ground, into 
storm sewers, or the regular trash.

What is HHW?

What problems does HHW cause if processed 
or disposed of with municipal solid waste?

Threat to the safety/efficiency of a solid waste facility and its workers

Release of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants

Water & Air Pollution
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Common examples

Automotive 
Products:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Antifreeze, Brake and Transmission Fluid, 
Motor Oil, Tires, Brake Pads

Cleaning, Lawn, & 
Garden Products:

Paint, Cleaning Products, Fluorescent 
Light Bulbs, Pesticides

White Goods: 
Dishwashers, Microwaves, Refrigerators, 
Stove, Washer/Dryer

Electronics: A/C, Heater, DVD Player, Computer, Radio, 
Gaming Console, Printer, Vacuum, Batteries

Sharps and 
Medical Waste:

Medications, Needles, and Syringes

Personal Care 
Products: 

Hair Spray, Perfumes, Nail Polish Remover

1. What are some examples of household hazardous waste that you have at home?
2. How have you disposed of these products in the past?

https://www.pngall.com/kitchen-appliances-png/download/65031
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


1212

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

The issues with combustibles in municipal waste streams

Propane Tanks Batteries
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Batteries

Å Batteries are one of the most common problems in 
refuse and recycling collections, causing fires in 
trucks and sorting facilities, putting workers lives in 
danger.

Å The City has drop -off collection available through 
their contract with WM at numerous locations 
throughout the City.

Å Batteries are also collected at our HHW events.
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

How to identify hazardous products

Signal words: Federal law requires labeling of 
hazardous products by using these signal words.

Caution DangerWarning

Even without a signal word , the label will still include hazard statements 
and pictograms, which consumers should use to understand the level of risk. 

No signal word never means the product is safe ; it simply means none of 
the adopted hazard categories trigger one.

Å Skin and eye irritation
Å Flammable liquids 
Å Acute toxicity
Å Narcotic effects such 
as dizziness

Å Severe acute toxicity 
Å Skin corrosion 
Å Serious eye damage 
Å Pyrophoric substances
Å Carcinogens, mutagens, and reproductive toxins
Å Specific organ toxicity

Å Mild irritation
Å Slightly toxic
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HHW Audit

Caution 

(least)

Warning Danger 

(most)
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

How to identify hazardous products

Characteristic words: Words that indicate the 
type of hazard posed by a product when used.
ü These words are usually found after the signal 

word on the label. 
ü The accompanying symbols are consistent in 

multiple languages.
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Labels and certifications for non -toxic alternatives

U.S. EPA Safer Choice

Each ingredient in the product has been screened for 
potential human health and environmental impacts. 

Based on currently available information, the product 
contains ingredients that pose the least concern among 
chemicals in their class.

Green Seal Certification

- Protects human health

- Preserves the climate

- Ensures clean water

- Minimizes waste

USDA Certified

- Tells consumers the 
percent of biobased 
content your product 
or packaging 
contains. 

- Minimizes waste and 
harmful chemicals
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)



2020

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Waste Management Hierarchy

ɈPollution prevention (P2) is any practice that reduces, eliminates, 

or prevents pollution at its source before it is created.ɉ

ÅIf feasible, Pollution prevention is preferable over recycling, 

treatment, or disposal.

ÅIt is often more cost -effective to prevent pollution from being 

created than it is to pay for the control, treatment, and 

disposal of waste products.

ÅLess pollution = fewer impacts on humans/the environment
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

What is greenwashing?

Greenwashing  is a marketing strategy in which 
companies use tactics to mislead the customer 
into thinking their products are better for the 
environment than they are in actuality

Common greenwashing buzzwords:

ɈNaturalɉ

ɈEnvironmentally-friendlyɉ

ɈGreenɉ

ɈSustainableɉ

ɈBiodegradableɉ
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

When purchasing Ɉgreenɉ advertised products:

V Carefully read labels
V Avoid misleading claims
V Look for third party certifications  recommended by the EPA

Simple changes to reduce exposure to chemicals at home

Reduce the amount of household hazardous products you purchase

Switch to less toxic or refillable alternatives

Check out DIY green cleaning recipes

Properly dispose of hazardous products

Avoid chemical pesticides and herbicides
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Extended Producer Responsibility 

Extended producer responsibility (EPR) holds producers responsible for product 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜŎȅŎƭŜΦ 

Home - Safe Drug Disposal - California 
(medtakebackcalifornia.org)

Home - Safe Drug Disposal - Sharps 
(sharpstakebackcalifornia.org)Paint recycling and drop-off locations | 

Paintcare.org

Where to Recycle - Thermostat Recycling 
Corporation (TRC) (wpengine.com)

https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
https://medtakebackcalifornia.org/
https://sharpstakebackcalifornia.org/
https://sharpstakebackcalifornia.org/
https://sharpstakebackcalifornia.org/
https://sharpstakebackcalifornia.org/
https://sharpstakebackcalifornia.org/
https://sharpstakebackcalifornia.org/
https://www.paintcare.org/
https://www.paintcare.org/
https://www.paintcare.org/
https://www.paintcare.org/
https://trcprod.wpengine.com/where-to-recycle/?zip=90650
https://trcprod.wpengine.com/where-to-recycle/?zip=90650
https://trcprod.wpengine.com/where-to-recycle/?zip=90650
https://trcprod.wpengine.com/where-to-recycle/?zip=90650
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Why is it important? 
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Our BureauɅs Responsibilities:

ÅWork with LA County to run Collection Event at EDCO

Å Promote events and educate public on dangers of HHW and how to 
properly dispose of it

ÅWorking with NSAC and local partners on future solutions for 
handling this material
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Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Questions?
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Activity #3: LetɅs make a DϥY cleaner!

Conventional vs. Non -Toxic Cleaners

Conventional cleaners and detergents:

üArenɅt biodegradableʋ

üBioaccumulateʋ

üWorsen smogʋ 

ü Contribute to animal extinction

ü Ecological degradation

Household ingredients for environmentally friendly cleaners

VWhite vinegar

V Borax

V Baking soda

V Vegetable oil soap

V Non-chlorine bleach

Non -toxic alternatives avoid all these problems!
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Activity #3: LetɅs make a DϥY cleaner!

Ingredients

V 16 oz spray bottle

V 1/2 cup of white vinegar

V 1 cup of water

1. Add 1 cup of water to your spray bottle

2. Add ½ cup of white vinegar

3. Add lemon peels or lavender trimmings for scent*

Directions

Other recipes can be found online 
at longbeach.gov/ lbrecycles

More Recipes *Not recommended for wood, 
natural stone, or leather surfaces. 
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Compost and Recycling Ambassador Program

Let's take a five -minute break!



3030

Electronic Waste (E -Waste)
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Electronic Waste (E -Waste)
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Electronic Waste (E -Waste)

A term used to describe unwanted electronics that are nearing 
the end of their lifecycle and are then disposed or recycled.

E-Waste does contain hazardous materials , but there is inherent 
value in the materials that can be reused, recycled, or refurbished. 

What is Electronic Waste (E -Waste)?

Universal Waste comes primarily from consumer products 

containing mercury, lead, cadmium, and other substances that are 

hazardous to human health and the environment.

E-Waste is Universal Waste
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Electronic Waste (E -Waste)

E-Waste is Accelerating

Due to ongoing technological advancement, many 
electronic products become obsolete within a very 
short period

Proper E -Waste Disposal is Important!

Disposing of hazardous electronic devices in landfills 
has the potential to cause severe impacts to human 
and environmental health.

ü E-Waste leachate from landfills can negatively impact 
freshwater sources.

Recover finite resources of metals that can be recycled
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Electronic Waste (E -Waste)

Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003 (SB 20)

Established a statewide program to fund and promote the  

collection and recycling of covered electronic devices (CEDs).

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/Electronics/CEW/

Receipt from TV purchase

https://dtsc.ca.gov/covered-electronic-devices/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/Electronics/CEW/

