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INTRODU CTION

This volume contains historical background information, architectural
descriptions, and photographs of 110 homes in the City of Long Beach.,

It is a product of an eight month-long survey conducted by the City
Planning and Building Departmnet, I.ong Range Division, under the spon-
sorship of the California Office of Historic Preservation., The Los
Cerritos survey area is located four miles north of downtown Long Beach.
The survey boundaries were Long Beach Boulevard on the east, San
Antonio Drive and Virginia Road on the north east corner, the curvilinear
Country Club Drive on the north and west, and Bixby Road on the south,

Records research, field surveys, interviews, photography, written
descriptions, and final preparation of the State Inventory forms were
major components of the survey., Much of this work was accomplished

by dedicated volunteers who wished to contribute to the preservation of
the City's heritage., The survey was begun in October, 1980 and was com-
pleted in May, 1981,

The original inventory forms and photographs for these are on file in the
State Office of Historic Preservation in Sacramento, California. The
inventory data and photographs of all other surveyed structures not re-
presentedinthis volume are on file in the Cultural Heritage Office,
Department of Planning and Building, City Hall, Long Beach, California.

The inventory forms in this volume are arranged alphabetically and
numerically. Photo references are to roll and frame number on file in
the Cultural Heritage office.
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LOS CERRITOS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lios Cerritos survey. area, or Los Cerritos Tract, derived its name
from the nearby Rancho Los Cerritos which was one of the first settlement
points in the development of Inong Beach, The original boundaries of the
Rancho were roughly the Lios Angeles River, Imperial Highway, the San
Gabriel River, Los Coyotes Diagonal, Alamitos Avenue and the ocean.

At first it was part of the vast Rancho Los Nietos, granted in 1784 by the
King of Spain to a soldier, Manuel Nieto. His daughter, Manuela, inherited
Rancho Lios Cerritos upon Nieto's death in 1804, One of her daughters,
Rafaela de Cota, married the Yankee merchant, John Temple, who had
reached California in 1826, He had accumulated enough funds ($3,025)

by 1843 to buy out the interests of the other heirs in Rancho Los Cerritos.
After the Mexican War, his title was confirmed in 1853 by the U.S. District
Court. Temple received a second confirmation in 1867, a patent to the
27,000 acres (for 1I cents an acre).

John Temple managed to survive the Mexican Way (1846 -1848) but did not
do so well inthe long-continued droughts of the 1860's. These disasterous
dry spells caused the great holdings to change hands in 1866, A company
made up of Benjamin Flint, Thomas Flint, and Llwellyn Bixby purchased
the Rancho for 20, 000 in gold, or about 75 cents an acre,

{
Under the management of Jotham Bixby, a brother of Llwellyn who acquired
a half interest in the Rancho for the price of $10, 000, several large sec-
tions of the Rancho Los Cerritos were sold. One of the sales of the Jotham
Bixby Company was a 4,000 acre piece,to the American Colony, with its
proposed townsite, "Willmore City," from which Long Beach originated.

THE SURVEY AREA

By 1910 the tract of Lios Cerritos was planned, streets cut through and lot
sold. By 1920 another fifty homes had been built and theé community firmly
establish. The area north and south of Bixby Road and east of American
Avenue (now Long Beach Boulevard) was used mostly for the growing of
lima beans, barley, and alfalfa. Ranch buildings, dn air field (Daugherty
Field on the northeast corner of Bixby Road and American Avenue), a
canery, and the Pacific Electric Railroad provided the necessary infra-
structure to make this area function as a vital part of the growing Los
Cerritos residential development, The two main transportation arteries,
the P, E. Railroad and American Avenue, provided easy and direct routes
to and from Lios Angeles as well as downtown Long Beach,

Emerging from the materials and manpower crisis of World War I (1914-
1918) and World War II (1939-1945), the turmoil and relocation that upset
and stunted the growth of the residential sector in this area because of
the great Signal Hill oil strike (1920's - 1930's), and-the saga of a town
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1nstantaneously shaken apart during the 5:55 P, M. March 10, 1933
earthiquake, is this unique neighborhood that exhibits;a wonderful
architectural diversity found nowhere else in the Clty. It is on this
merit alonethat thehomes in this report were chosen to be inven-
toried.

The architectural diversity was, forthe most part, produced by a
time-honored social stratlflcatlon that is woven into the fabric- of the
survey area, The south and east pori1ozis of the survey area are
.sprinkled with ''California and Craftsman Bungalows'' that renge be-
tween 1000 to 2000 sq. ft. These homes express the basic need for
shelter that is characteristic of the 1900-20's when the area was a
farming community feeling the pregsure to fill the demand for
housing created by a burgeoning downtown, the war industries,
commerce related to the port facilities, and the expansion of the
ol fields and support industries.

The discovery of oil on nearby Signal Hill and its environs. ‘had.two
effects on the residential development .of Los Cerritos. Although a
few houses werebuiltin this area during this period, there was an
overall slump in housing construction because the oil flelds were
encroaching from the south., Many homes were destroyed, moved
or simply not built in this area during this ep1sode of Long Beach.
Secondly, the wealth created during this "boom-town" situation’
transformed itself into a prestigious residential development in
parts of L.os Cerritos. In contrastto.the Craftsman and California
Bungalows in other parts of the survey area, the Mol indystry
money built many 3,000-4,000 sq. ft. Colonial and Period.Revival
style homes up along Country Club Drive and the northern portionsg
-of Pacific Avenue. Today, as in the past, these homes are occupied
by lawyers, doctors, promment businessmen, as well as the families 4
that found their fortunes in the oil fields of Signal Hill.

The subdivision pattern played an 1mpor‘tan1: part in allowmg this
social and architectural contrast. The northern portions of the, |
survey area are characterized by much larger, 1ots and setbacks

when compared to the rest of the area, There, the lots'are

75! x 150" with a 50' established front yvard setback It is not uncem-
mon to see gardeners and servants hard-at work keeping tpese -places
in perfect condition. Inthe south apnd west partions the lots are the
normal 50! x150', for the most part, and the front yard setback is
the standard 20°*.

Running through the heart of the survey area, the palm=lined Pacific
Avenue has 24' sidewalks and is 50 feef wide compared to the 30! and
40" street widths and 15 to 20 foot s1dewalks inthe rest of the neigh-
borhood.
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CATALOGUE OF STRUCTURES

Address

202 E. Bixby Rd.
212 E. Bixby Rd,

3808 Cedar Ave.
3839 Cedar Ave.
3840 Cedar Ave,
4130 Cedar ,Ave, ”
4131 Cedar Ave.
4153 Cedar Ave.
4220 Cedar-Ave,

3801 Chestnut Ave.
3815 Chestnut Ave.
3819 Chestnut Ave.
3846 Chestnut Ave,
3850 Chestnut Ave.
4040 Chestnut Ave.
4101l Chestnut Ave.
4150 Chestnut Ave.
4180 Chestnut Avé.
4201 Chestnut Ave,
4202 Chestnut Ave.
4217 Chestnut Ave.
4220 Chestnut Ave.
4225 Chestnut Ave.
4240 Chestnut Ave.
424] Chestnut Ave,
4244 Chestnut Ave,
4254 Chestnut Ave.

3800 Country Club Dr.
3820 Country Club Dr.
3860 Country Club Dr.
4140 Country Club Dr,
4160 Country Club Dr.
4165 Country Club Dr,
4170 Gountry Club Dr,
4212 Country Club Dr.
4214 Country Club Dr.
4215 Country Club Dr.
4225 Country Club Dr,
4231 Country Club Dr.
4235 Country Club Dr.
4240 Country Club Dr,
4242 Country Club Dr,
4243 Country Club Dr,
4252 Country Club Dr,
4260 Country Club Dr.
42865 Country Club Dr,

Architectural Style

Colonial Chalet
Period_ Revival

Shingle Chalet

_ California Bungalow

Colonial Revival
Spanish:Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival

Period Revival

California Bungalow

Craftsman Bungalow
California/Craftsman Bungalow
Colonial Revival

Period Revival

Colonial Revival

Period Revival
Craftsman Bungalow
Colonial Revival

Period Revival

Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Period Revival

Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival

Craftsman Bungalow
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Monterey Revival
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Period Revival
Period Revival
Period Revival

" Period Revival

Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
French Colonial Revival
Colonial ‘Revival

Period Revival

Period Revival
Craftsman Bungalow
Colonial Revival

Year Built

1936
1936

1914
1914
1920
1938
1930
1929
19238

1914
1914
1014
1936
1932
1941
1931
1925
1939
1931
1939
1928
1927
1927
1929
1927
1930
1928

1914
1915
1940
1936
1928
1930
1932
1935
1930
1940
1941

1949
1940
1938
1935
1941

1927
1904
1941




Catalogue of Structrures (Cont'd)

Address

4281 Country Club Dr.
4285 Country Club Dr.
4286 Country Club Dr,
4291 Country Club Dr.
4297 Country Club Dr,

7 La Linda Dr.

11 Lia Linda Dr.

26 Lia Linda Dr.
32 La Linda Dr,
34 La Linda Dr.
36 Lia Linda Dr,
38 La Linda Dr.
4] Lia Linda Dr,
50 La Linda Dr,
51 La Linda Dr,

4065 Locust Ave,
4120 Locust Ave, '
4250 Locust Ave,

3855 Pacific Ave,
3903 Pacific Ave,
3918 Pacific Ave.
3934 Pacific Ave,
4008 Pacific Ave,
4035 Pacific Ave.
4222 Pacific Ave,
4256 Pacific Ave.
4272 Pacific Ave,
4282 Pacific Ave.

3855 Pine Ave.
3903 ‘Pine ‘Ave,
4016 Pine Ave,
4040 Pine Ave,
4050 Pine Ave,
4053 Pine Ave,
4057 Pine Ave,
4108 Pine Ave,
4130 Pine Ave,
4235 Pine Ave,
4239 Pine Ave,

" 165 E. Roosevelt Rd,
211 W. Roosevelt Rd.

Architectural Style

Colonial Revival
Period Revival
Monterey Revival
Colonial Revival
Lolonial Revival

Period Revival

Colonial: Revival
Neoclassical Revival
Neoclassical Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival

.Spanish Colonial Revival

Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
California Tract
California Tract

California Bungalow
Spanish Colonial Revival
California Bungalow

Mediterranean Revival
Chalet

California Bungalow
California Bungalow
California Bungalow
Craftsman Chalet
Period Revival

Spanish Colonial Revival
Norman Revival

Spanish Colonial Revival

Period Revival
California Bungalow
California Bungalow
California Bungalow
California Bungalow -
Period Revival

Colonial Revival

Spanish Colonial Revival
Colonial_Revival .

Spanish Colonial Revival.

Spanish Colonial Revival

Period Revival
California Bungalow

Year Built

1940
1940
1930
1940
1940

1927
1890
1925
1924
1929
1930

1931
1939
1940
1938

1915
1931
1018

1916
1916
1921
1920
1920
1013
1925
1929
1930
1929

1938
1914
1914
1920
1920
1922 -
1918 B
1927
1921
1927
1935

1924 i
1920
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Catalogue of Structures (Cont'd)

Address

105 W, San Antonio Dr,
230 E, San Antonio Dr.
234 E, San Antonio Dr.
238 E, San Antonio Dr.
260 E, San Antonio Dr.
270 E, San Antonio Dr.

3903 Virginia Rd.
3907 Virginia Rd.
4023 Virginia Rd.
4030 Virginia Rd.
4101 Virginia Rd,
4141 Virginia Rd,
4201 Virginia Rd.
4249 Virginia Rd,
4299 Virginia Rd.

3800 Weston Pl.
3812 Weston Pl.
3816 Weston P1,
3826 Weston Pi.
3830 Weston P1.
3832 Weston PlL.
3838 Weston Fl.
3846 Weston Fl.

Architectural Style

California Bungalow
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival

Spanish-Colonial Revival
California Bungalow :
California/Craftsman Bungalow
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Craftsman Bungalow

Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival

Mediterranean Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
California Bungalow
California Bungalow
Period Revival

Period Revival

Colonial Revival

Period Revival

THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

Again, the Los Cerritos survey area is significant because it is charac-

1936
1925
1929
1928

' 1019

1931 -

1930
1914
1918
1927
1927
1915
1915
1931
1930

1917
1932
1919
1920
1930
1932
1924
1921

Year Built

-

terized by a variety of architectural styles, The full range of California's

diverse range of building periods are represented.
tion of what to look for in each of the different architectural styles found

on the State Inventory forms in this volume refer to the Long Beach

Cultural Heritage Survey Research Manual

November, 1979, pages 30-34,

by David E. Bess, PhD,

For a complete explana-



LOS CERRITOS STREET SCENES

The following photographs were taken in an effért to capture the
fundamental nature of the Los Cerritos survey area. Part of what
makes Los Cerritos what it is is not only the houses and the people
who inhabit them.but the differing street widths, the maturity of
the trees, types of trees, in addition to the scale and setback of the
homes. Hopefully, these photograhps will provide you with a posi-
tive sense of the residential dynamics that'lies within this unique
area of Long Beach, The photographs are arranged alphabetically
by street name and numerically by block number,

~

Photo No. Street View Corridor

1 Bixby Road Looking west from Long
Beach Blvd (Photo LC5-19)

2 Cedar Avenue Liooking south down Cedar

Avenue from Stewart Way
(Photo LC6-25)

3 : Chestnut Avenue Liooking south at the east
side of the 4100 block
(Photo 1.C6 - 8)

4 Chestnut Avénue Liooking northeast toward
Pacific Avenue (Photo L.C8-9)

5 Country Club Drive Looking north at the west side
of the 4200 block (Photo LC6- 7)

6 Country Club Drive Looking south down the con-
, fluence of Pine and Liocust
Avenues (Photo L.C6-5)

7 Country Club Drive Looking west toward Pacific
Avenue from the 4200 block
(Photo L.C6-6)

8 La Linda Drive . . Looking north from #7 La
: Linda Drive (Photo LC8-17)

9 La Lfnda Drive Liooking north from #11 La
Linda Drive (Photo LC6-16)

-~

10 Pacific Avenue Looking southwest at the con-
fluence of Stewart Way and San
- « Antonio Drive (LC6-11)
11 Pacific Avenue Looking south down Pacific

Avenue from Country Club
: Drive (Photo LCS—IO')



Los Cerritos Street Scenes (Cont'd)

Photo No,

12

13

14

15

Street

Roosevelt Road

San Antonio Drive

Virginia Road

Weston Place

"-10-

View Corridor

Looking west at the 100
block toward Pine Avenue
(Photo L.C6-3)

Looking west from Pacific
Avenue on the 100 block
(Photo L.C6-13)

Looking south down the west
side of the 4200 block (Photo
L.C6-24)

Looking north up the east side
of the 3800 block (Photo L.C6-1)
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