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This section of the Long Beach Historic District Design Guidelines is part of a larger document
created as a planning tool for the City’s historic districts. The guidelines are intended to provide
recommendations, inspiration, and advice as part of an instructive framework that will help
guide sensitive changes to historic properties and encourage rehabilitation. By their nature,
design guidelines are flexible. As such, outcomes may depend on the resource, the surrounding
district, and the goals of the proposed project.

Any changes to the exterior of the property must be given prior approval by Historic Preservation
staff through a Certificate of Appropriateness, and all projects may be subject to other City
requirements not listed within these guidelines.
The first instance of certain terms throughout the Guidelines are highlighted in bold text. These
terms are defined in a glossary in Chapter 5: Additional Resources.
For additional information, please refer to the other chapters of this document:
Chapter 1: Purpose, Procedures & Overview
Chapter 2: Guidelines for Maintenance and Repair
Chapter 3: Design Guidelines by Historic District
Chapter 4: Architectural Style Guides
Chapter 5: Additional Resources
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towers and turrets

prominent chimneys

steeply pitched roof,
often hipped

decorative
half-timbering
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wall or roof
dormers

typically
asymmetrical

brick, stone, stucco
or concrete cladding

multi-light casement windows

FRENCH ECLECTIC
(1915-1942)
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French Eclectic (also French Revival) is a broad term that may refer to a variety of architectural
styles in the early twentieth century that drew inspiration from French architecture. The style was
brought stateside through the first-hand experience of veterans of World War I, who wanted
to replicate the wide range of architecture they had seen in France. The style is diverse, and
may be applied to everything from modest cottages to grand mansions. The French Eclectic
style has many parallels with the concurrent Tudor Revival style, particularly the decorative
half-timbering, due to the shared history of the people of England and northern France.1 The
affiliated Chateauesque style also takes inspiration from France, and refers to those buildings
that were specifically inspired by French châteaux (castles). This style is highly formal and
elaborate, and is typically only applied to larger and more substantial buildings such as hotels,
apartment buildings, and mansions.2 The stately Villa Riviera in Long Beach is a prime example
of the Chateauesque style.

Although French Eclectic never reached the same level of popularity in Southern California as
other Period Revival styles, such as Spanish Colonial Revival or even Tudor Revival, the diverse
style was applied to both commercial and residential buildings.3 In Long Beach, the French
Eclectic style was applied to a number of single-family homes in pre-World War II neighborhoods,
as well as larger multi-family buildings like those found on Lowena Drive. Prominent Long Beach
architects dabbled in the style; Hugh R. Davies even designed his architectural studio in the
French Eclectic style in 1929, but it has since been demolished.4
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Additional Examples of the Style
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Building Form and Massing
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French Eclectic style buildings vary in height and massing depending on the type of building it is
applied to, and the source of inspiration. A typical, French Eclectic residence in Long Beach will
generally be one story in height with a steeply pitched roof and small, asymmetrical footprint.
Larger examples, such as apartment buildings, often have a more formal symmetrical layout
and consist of a rectangular volume that may span up to four or five stories in height.

Roof Shape and Materials

French Eclectic roofs will generally be hipped roofs with
a steep pitch. The roof may feature conical forms over
rounded towers or turrets, as well as wall or roof dormers. The
dormers may be arched or front-gabled. French Eclectic
roofs often have chimneys that may extend higher than
the primary roof’s ridge. Often, with two story examples,
the roof may extend well below the top of the second
story to the mid-point of the second story, making the roof
appear even more prominent and steeply pitched.

R

Historically, French Eclectic buildings may have had wood
shingle roofs while higher style or larger examples often
had distinctive slate roofs. For a typical French Eclectic
residence, composition shingles in a darker, neutral color
are acceptable. Slate roofs should be retained.

FRENCH ECLECTIC

D

The roof eaves are typically shallow and may be flared
at the ends. They may be boxed or open, depending on
the formality of the example. Decorative elements such
as finials or weather vanes are often seen on top of high
points of the roof, especially the conical roof of a rounded
tower.
finial

Rounded turrets are typically topped with
conical roofs. This roof is elaborated with
a 
weather vane. Owners are strongly
encouraged to retain wood shake roofs
like this one, or replace them with a visually
compatible substitute.

Wood shingles (left) or a visually similar
substitute (right) would be acceptable for
a French Eclectic building.

dormer

flared eave

Composition shingles should be in a darker, neutral color, but not
so dark as black. Individual shingles should be laid in a traditional
alternating pattern.
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Cladding

Stucco with a hand-troweled texture.

Decorative half-timbering.

Although the style can traditionally be clad in a variety of materials, often in combination, a
typical example of the French Eclectic style in Long Beach will generally be clad in dash or float
finish stucco, with or without sections of half-timbering. The half-timbering is typically decorative
rather than structural, and consists of wood beams placed over sections of stucco or brick.
The stucco may have a hand-troweled texture. Historically, French Eclectic buildings were
constructed out of concrete or coursed squared stone. More modern examples may be woodframed and clad in stucco to emulate the appearance of the historic concrete construction
technique.

Foundation

R

The foundation on a French Eclectic building is most likely to be exposed concrete although
there may be a few examples that are clad in brick, coursed squared stone, or stucco.

Chimneys
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A prominent chimney is a common feature in the French Eclectic style. Often located on a
front or side elevation, the chimneys may be quite tall. They are typically masonry, or are clad
in stucco.
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Porches and Entryways
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French Eclectic style buildings rarely have traditional, centralized front
porches. More frequently, entry doors are simply flush with or slightly
recessed into the primary elevation, and may be emphasized by
a prominent door surround, often with quoins. Some entries may be
recessed and integral with a circular tower. Two-story examples may
have shallow balconettes on the second floor.

Upper story balconettes.

Typical
French
Eclectic
entryway with a vestibule

Railings and Balustrades

R

While high-style examples of French Eclectic may
have thick and ornate cast stone balustrades, the
most common railing for a typical residential example
would be a delicate, wrought iron railing, especially for
use around balconettes (see above).

FRENCH ECLECTIC

D

Cast stone balustrade
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Windows
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French Eclectic windows are most often multi-light windows. Generally, they are rectangular,
but arched examples do exist. The windows are typically arranged in pairs, and are casement
or double-hung in operation. Some windows may have leaded glass in place of wood muntins.
Window surrounds may be quite substantial, with prominent headers, sills, and/or mullions.

R

Paired multi-light casements

Multi-light
double-hung window

Some French Eclectic windows
have arched openings.

Windows are frequently arranged in roof dormers.
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Awnings
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Property owners are encouraged to consider other methods of increasing shade, such as interior
shutters or window treatments before installing awnings. However, compatible awnings for a
French Eclectic building would be a metal Juliet awning or canvas spearhead type of awning
that mimics the steep pitch of the roof. Awnings should be in dark, neutral colors.

Canvas spearhead awnings (left) or metal Juliet awnings (right) are the most compatible with the French Eclectic style.

Doors
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French Eclectic doors may be wood, wood paneled, or battened, occasionally with prominent
wrought iron hardware. The doors may be rectangular, or have rounded arched openings. Pairs
of narrow, fully-glazed multi-light French doors typically open onto narrow balconettes. Some
doors may also be paired with sidelights.

Wood paneled

Wood battened

Arched wood

Decorative
wood
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Garage Doors

AF
T

Compatible garage doors are heavy, paneled or battened, and may feature prominent
hardware. Carriage style doors are encouraged. Contemporary garage doors are available
through various retailers that both mimic the attractive appearance of a carriage style door
and operate using convenient electric openers. For the French Eclectic style, a series of single
car-width doors is preferable to a wide, multi-car door for garages that accommodate multiple
vehicles. The use of real wood garage doors is encouraged, but not required.

R

Wood carriage style garage doors

Compatible contemporary garage doors

Porte-Cochères

Porte-cochères will generally only be seen on a higher style example of French Eclectic unlikely
to be found in Long Beach, but may consist of a projecting volume with a steeply pitched
hipped roof over a rectangular or arched opening.
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Decorative Features
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Decorative features on a French Eclectic style building will generally consist of half-timbering,
quoins, and window shutters. More elaborate examples may have ornamental cast stone
detailing, including heavy window and door surrounds. Many buildings may have decorative
relief over or around doors and windows such as swags, medallions, urns, etc., and wrought iron
grilles over small windows within an entry door. Some windows or balconettes may have Juliet
style metal awnings over the openings. Vegetation such as ivy and window boxes are often
used on French Eclectic buildings as a decorative feature, as well as bird baths or fountains near
the primary entry.

FRENCH ECLECTIC
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French Eclectic decorative features may include weather vanes (left), roof finials (center), and window shutters (right).

Other examples of the style, especially larger examples, may have quoins (left), decorative metal ornamentation
like gutter straps (center), and window boxes (right).

*Plant material should be kept trimmed away from the building itself to prevent possible moisture damage and wood-boring insects.
Ivy should be grown on a lattice rather than up the exterior wall itself.
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Lighting
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Compatible light fixtures for a French Eclectic building should be dark, patinated metal. The
fixtures may be fairly elaborate, with textured metal and glass, filigree, curving brackets, and
finials.
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Fencing
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Fencing for a French Eclectic property may be made of wood or wrought iron with traditional,
vertically oriented posts. If made of wood, the fences should be painted, or preferably stained,
in darker neutral color; wrought iron fences are typically quite dark or black.
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Paint Colors
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French Eclectic style buildings do not have complex color schemes. Historically, the buildings
that inspired the style were left unpainted and exposed the natural gray concrete or stone
color. Therefore, the stucco cladding on a twentieth century French Eclectic residence should
be painted in a light, neutral color such as a light gray or stone color. Half timbering (if present),
while traditionally stained a deep brown, may be compatibly painted a darker color—preferably
brown—to contrast with the light stucco. The building should never be painted to create false
half timbering if it does not historically exist. If the wood half-timbering or window surrounds are
currently stained, they should be re-stained a deep brown rather than painted. Other wood
elements and trim details such as windows, window surrounds, and French doors should be
painted in a lighter or darker natural shade, to stand out against the stucco cladding. Metal
features should not be painted if they were not painted historically.
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Other cladding materials such as brick or stone should never be painted. Cast stone details
should also remain unpainted.

