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4.1

AESTHETICS

This section provides a discussion of the existing visual and aesthetic resources on site and in
the surrounding area as well as an analysis of potential impacts from implementation of the
proposed Alamitos Bay Marina Rehabilitation Project. The term “project area” is used to
refer to the combination of the Alamitos Bay Marina (Marina) Basins 1–7, the open
space/mitigation habitat site, and the immediately adjacent land uses.

4.1.1

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

4.1.1.1

Existing Visual Character in the Vicinity of the Project Site

The proposed project area, which includes Marina Basins 1–7, the proposed habitat
mitigation site, and the immediately adjacent land uses, is located within the City of Long
Beach (City) adjacent to and northwest of the mouth of San Gabriel River. The Alamitos Bay
Marina is operated by the City of Long Beach Marine Bureau and is primary accessible from
Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) and 2nd Street.
The project area contains 7 miles (mi) of inland waterways for recreational water-related uses
and includes private and public dock and slip facilities, guest slips, and a fuel dock. The
entrance to Alamitos Bay is on the south between two jetties. The Alamitos Bay Peninsula
(peninsula), which consists of beaches and residential land uses on both the bay and ocean
sides, is located to the south and west of the Marina. The peninsula encloses the bay and
provides protection to the bay waters from the Pacific Ocean. Naples Island, consisting
primarily of residential development, is centrally located within Alamitos Bay. The
surrounding land uses are primarily residential, but also include areas of commercial
development, marine-related commercial uses, restaurants, recreational uses, a shipyard,
yacht and sailing clubs, and public beaches. Refer to Figure 3.2 in Section 3.0, Project
Description, for an aerial depiction of the project area.
The general visual character of the project area is characterized by open and expansive views
of the bay waters, the peninsula, Naples Island, boating facilities, and residential/commercial
development in the surrounding area. Distant views outside the project area are dominated by
urban development including residential uses, restaurants, hotels, and commercial businesses.
In addition, long-range views to the south and southwest of the Marina include the Pacific
Ocean and horizon.
In addition to the boating and water-oriented recreation provided by Alamitos Bay Marina,
there are several recreational amenities within the project area. Marine Stadium is located
adjacent to and north of the Marina. Marine Stadium is a 1 mi long man-made water course
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that was used for the 1932 Olympic rowing competition and the 1968 Olympic rowing trials.
Marine Stadium is now used for recreational water skiing and rowing and includes viewing
and picnic areas, as well as a bayside beach. The proposed habitat mitigation habitat site is
located adjacent to the northern terminus of Marine Stadium.
Marina Park, also known as Mother’s Beach, encompasses 4.60 acres (ac) and is located on
the northeast side of Naples Island, along Appian Way. Mother’s Beach overlooks the
Marine Stadium and a portion of Basin 6-South (6-S) and contains a swimming beach, picnic
areas, playground equipment, open grassy areas, and a volleyball court. Mother’s Beach
consists mainly of a stretch of sandy beach along the bay and ornamental landscaping,
including grassy areas and mature trees.
Bayshore Aquatic Park encompasses 1.8 ac and is located on the peninsula at East Ocean
Boulevard and 54th Place. Bayshore Park overlooks Alamitos Bay and offers a wide range of
activities, including playground equipment and picnic tables, handball, paddle tennis and
racquetball courts, a roller hockey rink, boat facilities, and beach swimming. In addition, a
co-op pre-school, operating during the months of September to June, is located in Bayshore
Park.

4.1.1.2

Existing Visual Character of the Project Site

The project site is an existing fully developed Marina within Alamitos Bay. The primary
visual features within the project site are open waters and boats. Other elements that
contribute to the visual setting include docks, pilings, gangways, gates, restroom facilities,
seawalls, surface parking lots, sidewalks, and landscaped areas. All trees within the
landscaped areas of Alamitos Bay Marina are ornamental and were planted during
development of the Marina. Each of the basins is characterized by boats docked, gangways
leading to the docked boats, seawalls, pilings, surface parking lots, and at least one restroom
building per basin. Because the seven project basins are spread throughout Alamitos Bay, the
visual character of each Basin is discussed below.

Basin 1. Basin 1 is located on the southeastern side of the Marina. The Marine Department
Headquarters, Marina parking, restaurants and marine-related commercial development
surround Basin 1 on the eastern and southern boundaries of the basin. The northern portion of
Basin 1 includes the concrete peninsula that separates Basins 1 and 2 and contains a fuel
dock, a Long Beach Fire Department office, Marina restrooms, a yacht club facility, a grassy
area, and the City of Long Beach Maurice “Mossy” Kent Park. The visual character of
Basin 1 is dominated by views of the Marina waters, docked boats, surface parking, Marina
facilities, and adjacent marine-related commercial development. Distant views from Basin 1
include the waters of the Marina, residential land uses with private slips on Naples Island,
Long Beach Yacht Club (LBYC), marine-related commercial development, the San Gabriel
River, and other general urban development.
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Basin 2. Basin 2 is located on the eastern corner of the Marina. Seal Beach Yacht Club,
restaurants, and marine-related commercial development are located northeast of and
adjacent to Basin 2. Marina parking, restaurants, and restrooms surround Basin 2 on the
eastern and northern boundaries. The southwestern portion of Basin 2 is bordered by the
concrete peninsula that separates Basins 1 and 2, as described above. The visual character of
Basin 2 is dominated by views of the Marina waters, docked boats, surface parking, Marina
facilities, a public park, and adjacent marine-related commercial development. Distant views
from Basin 2 include the waters of the Marina, the Marina Channel, LBYC, marine-related
commercial development, the San Gabriel River, and other general urban development.

Basin 3. Basin 3 is located on the northeastern side of the Marina. The northeastern portion
of Basin 3 consists of surface parking and Marina restroom facilities. The visual character of
Basin 3 is dominated by views of the Marina waters, docked boats, surface parking, Marina
facilities, and adjacent marine-related commercial development, including a dry dock.
Distant views from Basin 3 include the waters of the Marina, LBYC, marine-related
commercial development, the 2nd Street bridge, a dry dock, and other general urban
development.

Basin 4. Basin 4 is located on the east side of Naples Island. The western portion of Basin 4
consists of surface parking and Marina restroom facilities. The visual character of Basin 4 is
dominated by views of the Marina waters, docked boats, and surface parking. Distant views
from Basin 4 include the Marina waters, LBYC, residential land uses on Naples Island,
marine-related commercial development, the 2nd Street Bridge, a dry dock, and other general
urban development.

Basin 5. Basin 5 is located in the southeastern portion of the Marina at the end of Alamitos
Bay Peninsula and is enclosed by seawalls on the western and eastern sides. The visual
character of Basin 5 is dominated by views of Marina waters, docked boats, and seawalls.
Distant views from Basin 5 include Long Beach Marina waters, Alamitos Bay Landing,
Marine Department Headquarters, Alamitos Bay Yacht Club and facilities, the entrance
channel of Alamitos Bay, residential land uses on the Alamitos Bay Peninsula, sandy beaches
along the inside of Alamitos Bay Peninsula, and residential land uses and private slips on
Naples Island.

Basin 6 North. Basin 6 is the northernmost basin within the Marina and is located east of
Marine Stadium at the entrance to Los Cerritos Channel. Basin 6 consists of two sections;
Basin 6 North (6-N), and Basin 6 South (6-S). Basin 6-N consists of a single row of slips,
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adjacent parking, and is accessed via the Marina Pacifica Mall commercial center located on
PCH. The visual character of Basin 6-N is dominated by views of Marina waters, docked
boats, Marina facilities, and Marina parking. Distant views from Basin 6-N include Los
Cerritos Channel waters, the PCH bridge over Los Cerritos Channel, other marine facilities,
grass landscaped open space, residential land uses, Marina Pacifica Mall, and Basin 6-S.

Basin 6 South. Basin 6-S is located adjacent to the residential community of Marina Pacifica
and consists of a single row of slips and surface parking. The visual character of Basin 6-S is
dominated by views of marine waters, docked boats, Marina facilities, Marina parking, and
grass landscaped open space. Distant views from Basin 6-S include Los Cerritos Channel
waters, Alamitos Bay and Marine Stadium waters, Mother’s Beach, land side urban
development, Marina Pacifica Mall, Marina Pacifica residential land uses with private slips,
Basin 6-N, Prince Island, California State University Boat House, residential land uses, and
open space.

Basin 7. Basin 7 is the westernmost basin within the Marina and located at the United States
Sailing Center (USSC), on the interior side of the Alamitos Bay Peninsula. Basin 7 includes
approximately 30 slips, associated parking, and restroom facilities adjacent to the USSC
facilities. The visual character of Basin 7 is dominated by views of marine waters, docked
boats, Marina facilities, Marina parking, and the USSC. Distant views from Basin 7 include
marine waters, sandy beaches north, east, and west of Basin 7, Bay Shore Avenue, Bayside
Aquatic Park, beach side residential uses, and residential uses with private slips on Treasure
Island and Naples Island.

Open Space/Habitat Mitigation Site. The project includes a new open space marine habitat
area that would be planted with eelgrass to mitigate for the project’s potential impacts to this
marine resource. The proposed habitat mitigation site is located adjacent to the northeast end
of Marine Stadium. The site is a City-owned storage area bound by on the north by portions
of Boathouse Lane and the open space nature trail, on the east by Boathouse Lane, on the
south by the fenced storage area, and on the west by a rock revetment (riprap) that separates
the site from Marine Stadium. The visual character of the site is dominated by views of
Marine Stadium waters, End Beach (a sandy area located at the end of Marine Stadium that is
fenced off from public access), the rock revetment extending along the east and west sides of
Marine Stadium, and the remainder of the storage area. Distant views from the mitigation site
include Marina Vista Park, parking areas and residential uses adjacent to the western side of
Marine Stadium, and Marina waters.
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Light and Glare

Alamitos Bay Marina is located within an urbanized area surrounded by a mix of residential,
retail, commercial, and recreational land uses. These existing uses (including the existing
Marina use) utilize interior and exterior building lighting, parking lot lighting, and landscape
lighting. Light sources also include light generated by passing vehicles and street lighting.
Safety lighting is provided on all docks and facilities within the Marina.

4.1.2

REGULATORY SETTING

4.1.2.1

City of Long Beach Planning Documents

The City’s Open Space and Recreation Element of the General Plan and the Long Beach
Department of Parks, Recreation, and Marine Strategic Plan contain objectives and policies
related to aesthetics and visual character. The applicable objectives and policies are listed
below.
•

Open Space and Recreation Element–Policy 1.2: Protect and improve the community’s
natural resources, amenities, and scenic values, including nature centers, beaches, bluffs,
wetlands, and water bodies.

•

Open Space and Recreation Element–Policy 4.1: Create additional recreation open
space and pursue all appropriate available funding to enhance recreation opportunities.

•

Marine Strategic Plan–Goal 4: Ensure beaches, waterways, and marine amenities are
accessible and provide a positive experience and image.

City of Long Beach Scenic Routes Element. According to the City of Long Beach Scenic
Routes Element (1975), 2nd Street and Marina Drive are identified as potential local scenic
routes. The 2nd Street Bridge crosses over the Marina Channel within the project vicinity and
provides views of Basin 3, Basin 4, and Basin 2. Marina Drive is located on the southeastern
boundary of Basin 1 and Basin 2, and the northeastern boundary of Basin 2 and Basin 3, and
provides views of these basins. However, neither of these routes has been officially
designated as a Scenic Route or Scenic Highway.
According to the Scenic Routes Element, Ocean Boulevard, located on the Alamitos Bay
Peninsula southwest of the project site, is designated as a scenic route. Basin 5 and Basin 7
are located on the peninsula and are accessed via Ocean Boulevard.

City of Long Beach Municipal Code. Chapter 14.28 requires that a permit be obtained from
the Director of Public Works prior to removal of trees from City-owned property. The City
also requires that the trees be identified, mapped, and measured prior to removal. In addition,
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the City’s Department of Parks, Recreation, and Marine has a Tidelands Area Tree Trimming
policy that provides guidelines and procedures for trimming trees within the Tidelands area.

4.1.2.2

California Coastal Act

The policies included in the California Coastal Act (Sections 30200, et al.), Article 3, are
intended to protect certain water-oriented activities, recreational boating uses, marine-related
recreational facilities, and development of the ocean front land. The activities covered in
Article 3 also include dredging and movement of sediments and nutrients from the ocean
floor. An applicable Coastal Act visual/aesthetic policy is listed below.
•

The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and protected as a
resource of public importance. Permitted development shall be sited and designed to
protect views to and along the ocean and scenic coast areas, to minimize the alteration of
natural landforms, to be visually compatible with the character of surrounding areas, and
where feasible, to restore and enhance visual quality in visually degraded areas. New
development in highly scenic areas such as those designated in the California Coastline
Preservation and Recreation Plan prepared by the Department of Parks and Recreation
and by local government shall be subordinate to the character of its setting (California
Coastal Act, Section 30251).

4.1.2.3

State Scenic Highways

According to the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans),1 portions of State
Route 1 (SR-1) or PCH, are designated as an Eligible State Scenic Highway – Not Officially
Designated. PCH is located north of the project site and borders the northwestern edge of
Basin 6-N. The majority of the views of the project site from PCH are obstructed by existing
development and topography. Distant views of the boats are intermittently provided from the
viewpoint of a driver along PCH. In addition, no other State scenic highways are in the
vicinity of the proposed project.

4.1.3

METHODOLOGY

As discussed in detail in Section 3.0, Project Description, the proposed project involves
improvements to Marina facilities in Basins 1 through 7, and the construction of an
approximately 565-foot (ft) long dock (200 ft of the dock is temporary [for the duration of
the project construction]) located adjacent to Basin 4 at the southeast corner of the LBYC. In
addition, based on preliminary analysis, dredging activities would require mitigation for
potential impacts to marine eelgrass. The City has identified a site adjacent to the northeast
1

Website: California Department of Transportation, California Scenic Highway Mapping
System: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/ (accessed July 16, 2009).
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end of Marina Stadium to convert to an open space/habitat mitigation site. A field visit was
conducted to gather photographs of the project area and to assist in the evaluation of potential
aesthetic impacts of the proposed project.
The potential aesthetic impacts of the proposed project were evaluated considering such
factors as the scale, mass, proportion, orientation, and landscaping/buffering associated with
design of the proposed project. Because implementation of the proposed project would be
consistent with the existing Alamitos Bay development, would replace Marina facilities with
similar structures, and would not be considered out of character with the scale, mass,
proportion, orientation, and landscaping/buffering associated with the existing uses, view
simulations were not required for the analysis. However, existing views are provided in
Figures 4.1.2 through 4.1.13. Where appropriate, indicators have been added to the existing
view figures indicating where construction or additional development would occur. A
comparison of the existing visual setting to the proposed visual setting has been thoroughly
analyzed using descriptive text.
In order to evaluate the aesthetic impacts of the proposed project, potential visual changes
were identified based on field reconnaissance, photographs taken from on- and off-site
vantage points, and aerial photographs. As discussed above, 12 view locations of the project
site from publicly accessible vantage points were selected to best depict the potential change
in views from the current condition.
The project is anticipated to be completed in 12 phases over approximately 6 years and
includes two construction staging areas: one located in the parking lot on Marina Drive near
Basin 2; and one located in the parking lot on Marina Drive near Basin 3, adjacent to the
Marina Shipyard. Visual impacts resulting from construction of the proposed project have
also been thoroughly analyzed using descriptive text.
In addition to the textual description of the visual change, compliance with the goals and
policies set forth in the City of Long Beach General Plan Open Space and Recreation
Element, Scenic Routes Element, Marine Strategic Plan, Local Coastal Program, and Parks
Recreation Marine Strategic Plan were evaluated.

4.1.4

THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, the proposed project may be
considered to have a significant effect related to aesthetics if any of the following would
occur:
•

Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista;

•

Cause substantial damage to scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway;
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•

Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its
surroundings; or

•

Create a new source of substantial light or glare, which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area.

4.1.5

IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

4.1.5.1

Less Than Significant Impacts

The following aesthetic impacts that could result from implementation of the project were
evaluated and are considered to be less than significant.

Scenic Vista and Visual Character. This subsection addresses public views of the project
site and how they would be affected by the proposed project. Figure 4.1.1 is provided to
indicate the locations of each of the 12 vantage points or Key View locations. Existing views
of the project site and coverage areas of the 12 vantage points are provided in Figures 4.1.2
through 4.1.13. The following analysis addresses whether there is a significant impact on the
environment with regard to changes to the scenic vistas and visual character of the project
area. The discussion for each Key View analyzes the following project areas:
•

Key Views 1 and 2 address the proposed habitat mitigation site.

•

Key View 3 addresses Basins 6-N and 6-S.

•

Key View 4 primarily addresses Basins 3 and 4.

•

Key Views 5 and 6 primarily address Basins 1–3.

•

Key Views 7–10 address the temporary/long dock, views associated with the LBYC,
Basin 4, and residential uses on Naples Island.

•

Key View 11 addresses Basin 7.

•

Key View 12 addresses Basin 5.
Key View 1: Proposed Mitigation Site Facing Southeast from North of Marine
Stadium. As described in Section 3.0, Project Description, the City has identified this
site adjacent to the northeast shore of Marine Stadium for conversion to an open
space/habitat mitigation site. Figure 4.1.2 provides an existing view of the proposed
mitigation site from the recreational trails located at the north end of Marine Stadium.
This view is representative of typical views surrounding the proposed mitigation site
from the recreational uses north of the proposed mitigation site. Existing views of the
proposed mitigation site include a rocky/sandy beach (not publically accessible),
ornamental vegetation, and steel fencing in the foreground. Middleground views include
the rocky/sandy beach, ornamental vegetation, waters at the north end of Marine
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Stadium, marine storage, steel fencing, and riprap. Background views include ornamental
vegetation, marine storage, Marine Stadium, Marina Channel, Second Street Bridge,
Mother’s Beach, beach side residential uses, and sky. The visual character surrounding
the proposed mitigation site can be described as marine usage surrounding open waters
and recreational uses.
The project includes abandoning a portion of the existing storage yard to create an open
space habitat. An area of 218 x 105 ft would be excavated to a depth of 2–3 ft below
mean low lower water (MLLW), and the existing rock revetment along Marine Stadium
would be relocated to the eastern boundary of the site to allow the area to fill with water
from the adjacent channel (see Figure 3.14 in Section 3.0, Project Description). The new
open space water area would be planted with eelgrass to mitigate for the project’s
potential impacts to this marine resource. During construction of the proposed open
space/habitat mitigation site, visual impacts would occur to the recreational areas within
view of and immediately northwest of the site. However, these visual impacts resulting
from construction of the proposed open space/habitat mitigation site would be temporary
and considered less than significant. Changes in the permanent views of the proposed
open space/habitat mitigation site would consist of a reduced amount of fenced storage
area, an increased amount of marine waters, a proposed nonaccessible dock (wave
attenuator) that protects the habitat area and delineates Marine Stadium, and a shift in the
riprap to the northeast. This change in the positioning of the riprap would alter the view
of Marine Stadium from the recreational uses north of Marine Stadium by visually
increasing the water area. However, this change in view would not substantially degrade
the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings. The proposed
open space/habitat mitigation site would not result in a change in the visual character of
the area surrounding the north end of Marine Stadium. Therefore, any impact resulting
from the proposed open space/habitat mitigation site to visual resources surrounding the
north end of Marine Stadium would be considered less than significant.

Key View 2: Proposed Mitigation Site Facing Northeast from the Western Side of
Marine Stadium. Figure 4.1.3 provides an existing view of the proposed mitigation site
from the parking lot adjacent to the northwestern end of Marine Stadium. This view is
representative of typical views of the mitigation site from the western side of Marine
Stadium. Existing views of the proposed mitigation site include riprap, the storage area,
and Marine Stadium waters in the foreground. Middleground views include parking,
viewer’s stand adjacent to Marine Stadium, riprap, Marine Stadium waters, and marine
boat storage. Background views include ornamental mature vegetation, recreational uses
north of Marine Stadium, the proposed mitigation site, and sky. The visual character
surrounding the proposed mitigation site can be described as marine usage surrounding
open waters and recreational uses.
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Construction of the proposed open space/habitat mitigation site would be visible from the
west side of Marine Stadium; however, views of the proposed site are at a distance of at
least 500 ft. In addition, visual impacts resulting from construction of the proposed open
space/habitat mitigation site would be temporary and considered less than significant.
Similar to Key View 1, postproject views of the proposed open space/habitat mitigation
site would consist of a reduced amount of fenced storage area, an increased amount of
marine waters, the wave attenuator, and a shift in the riprap to the northeast. Because of
the distance from the proposed site, impacts to views from across (on the west side of)
Marine Stadium of the site would be considered less than significant. In addition, the
proposed open space/habitat mitigation site would not substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings. The proposed open space/
habitat mitigation site would not result in a change in the visual character of the area
surrounding the north end of Marine Stadium. Therefore, any impact resulting from the
proposed open space/habitat mitigation site to visual resources on the west side of Marine
Stadium would be considered less than significant.

Key View 3: Basin 6-S, Facing South from Jack Dunster Marine Biological Reserve.
Figure 4.1.4 provides an existing view of Basin 6-S from the Jack Dunster Marine
Biological Reserve looking south across Marina waters toward Marine Stadium and the
Appian Way bridge. This view is representative of typical views of Basin 6–S from the
residential uses northwest of Basin 6-S, recreational users of the public trail located
within the Jack Dunster Marine Biological Reserve, and views from the docks at the
southern end of the Long Beach Rowing Center. Existing views of Basin 6-S include the
biological reserve, nonaccessible dock and pilings protecting the biological reserve, and
Basin 6 channel waters in the foreground. Middleground views include boats docked
within Basin 6-S and Marine Stadium. Background views include residential uses located
southeast of Basin 6-S, mature ornamental vegetation, the Appian Way Bridge,
residential uses southwest of Marine Stadium, and sky. The visual character of the area
surrounding Basin 6-S can be described as marine recreational uses surrounded by
residential and commercial uses.
The proposed project would remodel and renovate in place the restroom structures
located in Basins 6-S and 6-N and replace the marine pilings and docks within Basins 6-S
and 6-N. During construction of the proposed project, views of the pilings, docks and
restrooms would be visible from the areas surrounding Basins 6-S and 6-N. However,
any visual impact resulting from construction of the proposed project would be
temporary. Postproject construction views of Basins 6-S and 6-N would be similar to the
existing views and consist of newly renovated pilings, docks, and restrooms, and would
be considered a visual improvement from the existing setting. The proposed project
would not result in a change in the visual character of the area surrounding Basins 6-S
and 6-N. Therefore, any impact to visual resources surrounding Basins 6-S and 6-N
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resulting from construction or operation of the proposed project would be considered less
than significant.

Key View 4: Basins 2–4 from Second Street Bridge Facing South. Figure 4.1.5
provides an existing view of Basins 3 and 4, and further in the distance Basin 2, from the
Second Street Bridge facing south. This view is representative of elevated views of
Alamitos Bay from the Second Street Bridge. Existing views include the Marina Channel
waters and Marina storage in the foreground. Middleground views include boats docked
at Basin 3, the Marina Channel waters, and boats docked at Basin 4. Background views
include mature trees, Basin 2, the seawall located on the western side of Basin 2, LBYC,
residential uses on Naples Island, and sky. The visual character of this area of Alamitos
Bay can be described as marine uses and open marine channel waters.
The proposed project would remove and replace the docks and pilings in Basins 3 and 4.
During construction of the proposed project, views of the docks and pilings would be
visible from the Second Street Bridge. Construction of the proposed project will occur in
phases; therefore, construction of Basins 3 and 4 would not occur simultaneously.
However, any visual impact resulting from construction of the proposed project would be
temporary. Postproject construction views of Basins 3 and 4 would be similar to the
existing views and consist of newly renovated pilings and docks. Construction of the
proposed project also includes renovations and/or reconstruction of the restrooms located
adjacent to Basins 3 and 4; however, it is unlikely that construction of these restroom
facilities would be visible from the Second Street Bridge. In addition, the renovated
pilings, docks, and restrooms would be considered a visual improvement from the
existing setting. The proposed project would not result in a change in the visual character
of the area surrounding Basins 3 and 4. Therefore, any impact to visual resources
surrounding Basins 3 and 4 resulting from construction or operation of the proposed
project would be considered less than significant.

Key View 5: Basin 2 from Sidewalk East of Basin 2 Facing South. Figure 4.1.6
provides an existing view of Basin 2 from the adjacent sidewalk facing south. This view
is representative of general views from the sidewalk adjacent to Basins 1–4. Existing
views include sidewalk, steel fencing, docks, small boat on-dock storage, boats docked,
pilings, and gangways in the foreground. Middleground views include parking area
landscaping, Marina commercial and restaurant uses, docks, boats docked, pilings, and
channel waters. Background views include mature trees, Seal Beach Yacht Club
facilities, Marina commercial, restaurant uses, and sky. The visual character can be
described as marine recreational surrounded by commercial and restaurants.
With implementation of the proposed project, the restroom facilities would be renovated
in place and/or reconstructed, and docks and pilings would be removed and replaced in
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Basins 1–4. During construction of the proposed project, views of the restrooms, docks
and pilings would be visible from the sidewalks adjacent to Basins 1–4. Construction of
the proposed project will occur in phases; therefore, construction of Basins 1–4 would not
occur simultaneously. However, any visual impact resulting from construction of the
proposed project would be temporary. Postproject construction views of Basins 1–4
would be similar to the existing views and consist of newly renovated pilings, docks, and
restrooms, and would be considered a visual improvement from the existing setting. The
proposed project would not result in a change in the visual character of the area
surrounding Basins 1–4. Therefore, any impact to visual resources surrounding Basins 1–
4 resulting from construction or operation of the proposed project would be considered
less than significant.

Key View 6: Sidewalk Adjacent to Basin 2 Facing North. Figure 4.1.7 provides an
existing view of the sidewalk adjacent to Basin 2 facing north. This view is similar to
Key View 5 and is representative of general views along the sidewalks adjacent to
Basins 1–4. Existing views include sidewalk, steel fencing, small boat storage, pilings,
sidewalk, and grass landscaping in the foreground. Middleground views include parking,
Marina restroom facilities, sidewalk, and boats docked in Basin 2. Background views
include mature trees, ornamental vegetation, boats docked in Basin 3, and sky. The visual
character can be described as marine recreational surrounded by marine facilities.
With implementation of the proposed project, the restroom facilities would be renovated
in place and/or reconstructed, and docks and pilings would be removed and replaced in
Basins 1–4. During construction of the proposed project, views of the restrooms, docks,
and pilings would be visible from the sidewalks adjacent to Basins 1–4. Construction of
the proposed project will occur in phases; therefore, construction of Basins 1–4 would not
occur simultaneously. However, any visual impact resulting from construction of the
proposed project would be temporary. Postproject construction views of Basins 1–4,
would be similar to the existing views and consist of newly renovated pilings, docks, and
restrooms, and would be considered a visual improvement from the existing setting. The
proposed project would not result in a change in the visual character of the area
surrounding Basins 1–4. Therefore, any impact to visual resources surrounding Basins 1–
4 resulting from construction or operation of the proposed project would be considered
less than significant.

Key View 7: Marina Channel and LBYC on Naples Island from Maurice “Mossy”
Kent Park in Basin 2 Facing North. Figure 4.1.8 provides an existing view of the
Marina channel, the southeast end of Naples Island, and LBYC from Maurice “Mossy”
Kent Park in Basin 2, facing north. This view is representative of general Marina views
from the north side of Basins 1 and 2. Existing views include open marine waters in the
foreground. Middleground views include open marine waters, residential uses on Naples

P:\TSY0701B\Draft EIR\4.1 Aesthetics.doc «10/05/09»

4.1-12

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
OCTOBER 2009

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ALAMITOS BAY MARINA REHABILITATION PROJECT
CITY OF LONG BEACH

Island, boats docked adjacent to residential uses on Naples Island, mature ornamental
vegetation, LBYC, boats docked in Basins 2 and 3, and a seawall. Background views
include sky and distant mature trees. The visual character can be described as open
marine channel, marine recreational facilities, and marine residential.
The proposed project includes replacement and extension of the long dock located
adjacent to the LBYC at the southeast end of Basin 4. The new 10 ft wide long dock
would be extended by approximately 565 ft from where it currently ends. However,
approximately 200 ft of this long dock is temporary and is intended to accommodate
displaced boats during each phase of the Marina rehabilitation process. The 200 ft
temporary portion of the dock will be removed upon project completion. No additional
gangway is planned for the temporary/long dock; access to this dock would continue to
be made from existing gangways located at the southeast end of Basin 4. See Figure 3.13
and Section 3.0 for more detail. Construction of the long dock would be visible from
surrounding areas; however, visual impacts due to construction activities would be
temporary and therefore considered less than significant. Views of the temporary portion
of the long dock would be visible during construction, and any impacts to visual
resources due to the temporary portion of the long dock would be temporary and
therefore considered less than significant. Views of the portion of the long dock to remain
after project completion would be visible during operation of the proposed project;
however, these views of the long dock would not impact the visual character of the
project area, nor would views of the open marine waters or sky be blocked. Views of the
seawall on Naples Island would be partially obstructed, and depending on the size of
boats docked at the long dock, views of LBYC may be partially obstructed. However,
these changes would not impact the visual character of this area of Alamitos Bay, and the
visual character would remain open marine channel, marine recreational facilities, and
marine residential.
Postproject views of Basins 1–4 would be similar to the existing views and consist of a
newly renovated seawall, which would be considered a visual improvement from the
existing setting. The proposed project would not result in a change in the visual character
of the area surrounding Basins 1–4. Therefore, any impact to visual resources
surrounding Basins 1–4 resulting from construction or operation of the proposed project
would be considered less than significant.

Key View 8: Existing Long Dock on the East Side of Basin 4 and LBYC Facing
North. Figure 4.1.9 provides an existing view of the existing long dock adjacent to
Basin 4 and LBYC from the adjacent sidewalk facing north. This view is representative
of general views from the sidewalk adjacent to LBYC. Existing views include sidewalk,
steel fencing, a gangway, docks, pilings, and grass landscaping in the foreground.
Middleground views include small boat on-dock storage, docks, pilings, gangways,
landscaping, LBYC facilities, and channel waters. Background views include mature
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trees, boats docked in Basin 4, Marina Channel waters, Second Street Bridge, Marine
Stadium, boats docked in Basin 3, mature trees, and sky. The visual character can be
described as marine recreational facilities surrounded by open marine channel.
As discussed above, the proposed project includes replacement and extension of the long
dock located adjacent to the LBYC at the southeast end of Basin 4. The existing long
dock depicted in Figure 4.1.9 is the existing long dock from which the proposed dock
will be extended. In addition, Figure 4.1.9 provides an example of the type of long dock
that would be constructed as part of the proposed project. During construction of the
proposed project, views of the long dock would be visible from the sidewalk adjacent to
Basin 4. Any visual impact resulting from construction of the proposed project would be
temporary and therefore less than significant. Postproject construction views of the long
dock adjacent to Basin 4 would be similar to the existing views and consist of newly
renovated pilings and docks and would be considered a visual improvement from the
existing setting. The extension of the long dock would not result in a change in the visual
character of the area surrounding Basin 4 and the LBYC. Therefore, any impact to visual
resources surrounding Basin 4 resulting from construction or operation of the proposed
project would be considered less than significant.

Key View 9: Marine Channel and Sidewalk Adjacent to LBYC Facing South.
Figure 4.1.10 provides an existing view of the marine channel and sidewalk adjacent to
LBYC facing south. This view is representative of general views from the sidewalk
wrapping around the southeast side of LBYC. Existing views include the sidewalk, steel
fencing, landscaping, and open channel in the foreground. Middleground views include
open channel, steel fencing, sidewalk, landscaping, and LBYC facilities. Background
views include the Basin 2 seawall, boats docked in Basins 1 and 2, Maurice “Mossy”
Kent Park at the end of the peninsula separating Basins 1 and 2, Long Beach Fire
Department Facilities, marine gas station facilities, mature trees, and sky. The visual
character can be described as marine recreational facilities surrounded by open marine
channel.
As discussed above, the proposed project includes extension of the long dock located
adjacent to LBYC at the southeast end of Basin 4. The proposed long dock would be
extended and would be visible from this view location. During construction of the
proposed project, views of the long dock would be visible from this location; however,
any visual impact resulting from construction of the proposed project would be
considered temporary and therefore less than significant. Postproject construction views
of the long dock adjacent to Basin 4 would be visible from this view location. The long
dock would appear immediately to the left of and adjacent to the sidewalk depicted in this
view, and displaced boats would be docked at the proposed long dock. From this view
location, foreground views of the open channel would be obstructed by the proposed long
dock and boats docked at the long dock. However, the proposed long dock and boats
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docked at it would not change the visual character of this view and surrounding area. The
visual character would remain marine recreational facilities surrounded by open marine
channel. Therefore, any impact to visual resources surrounding LBYC and Basin 4
resulting from construction of the proposed long dock would be considered less than
significant.
In addition, during construction of the proposed project, views of the docks and pilings in
Basins 1 and 2 would be visible from this view location. Construction of the proposed
project will occur in phases; therefore, construction of Basins 1 and 2 would not occur
simultaneously. However, any visual impact resulting from construction of the proposed
project would be temporary. Postproject construction views of Basins 1 and 2 would be
similar to the existing views and consist of newly renovated pilings and docks and would
be considered a visual improvement from the existing setting. The proposed project
would not result in a change in the visual character of the area surrounding Basins 1–4.
Therefore, any impact to visual resources surrounding Basins 1–4 resulting from
construction or operation of the proposed project would be considered less than
significant.

Key View 10: South End of Naples Island Adjacent to Residential Uses Facing East.
Figure 4.1.11 provides an existing view from the south end of Naples Island adjacent to
residential uses and sidewalk facing east. This view is representative of typical views
from the south end of Naples Island adjacent to residential uses and LBYC. Existing
views include sidewalk, landscaping, steel fencing, and open channel waters in the
foreground. Middleground views include mature trees, landscaping, benches, sidewalk,
steel fencing, and open channel waters. Background views include LBYC facilities,
sidewalk, Basin 2, the seawall adjacent to Basin 2, boats docked in Basin 2, mature trees,
Maurice “Mossy” Kent Park at the end the peninsula separating Basins 1 and 2, and Fire
Department facilities. The visual character can be described as marine recreational
facilities surrounded by open channel.
The proposed long dock would be extended and would be visible from this view location.
During construction of the proposed project, views of the long dock would be visible
from this location; however, any visual impact resulting from construction of the
proposed project would be considered temporary and therefore less than significant.
Postproject construction views of the long dock adjacent to LBYC would be visible from
this view location. The long dock would appear immediately to the right of and adjacent
to the sidewalk depicted in this view, and displaced boats would be docked at the
proposed long dock. From this view location, foreground views of the open channel
would be obstructed by the proposed long dock and boats docked at the long dock.
However, the proposed long dock and boats docked at it would not change the visual
character of this view and surrounding area. The visual character would remain marine
recreational facilities surrounded by open marine channel. Therefore, any impact to

P:\TSY0701B\Draft EIR\4.1 Aesthetics.doc «10/05/09»

4.1-15

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
OCTOBER 2009

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ALAMITOS BAY MARINA REHABILITATION PROJECT
CITY OF LONG BEACH

visual resources surrounding the south end of Naples Island and LBYC resulting from
construction of the proposed long dock would be considered less than significant.
In addition, during construction of the proposed project, views of the docks and pilings in
Basin 2 would be visible from this view location. However, any visual impact resulting
from construction of the proposed project would be temporary. Postproject construction
views of Basin 2 would be similar to the existing views and consist of newly renovated
pilings and docks that would be considered a visual improvement from the existing
setting. The proposed project would not result in a change in the visual character from
this view location. Therefore, any impact to visual resources from this view location
resulting from construction and/or operation of the proposed project would be considered
less than significant.

Key View 11 of Basin 7 from Ocean Boulevard Traveling East. Figure 4.1.12 provides
an existing view of Basin 7 from Ocean Boulevard traveling east. According to the City’s
General Plan, Scenic Routes Element, Ocean Boulevard, located on the Alamitos Bay
Peninsula, southwest of the project site, is designated as a scenic route. General views
from Ocean Boulevard consist of views of the Marina, marine facilities, marine
recreation facilities, beach side residential along Ocean Boulevard, sandy beaches on
both sides of Ocean Boulevard, and views of the Long Beach Harbor to the south.
Basin 7 of the proposed project would be visible from Ocean Boulevard. As depicted in
Figure 4.1.12, views of Basin 7 from Ocean Boulevard traveling east would consist of
views of the docks and existing restroom facilities.
The proposed project would remodel and renovate in place the restroom structure located
in Basin 7 and replace the marine pilings and docks. During construction of the proposed
project, views of the restroom renovation, pilings, and dock replacement would be visible
from Ocean Boulevard. However, any visual impact resulting from construction of the
proposed project would be temporary. Postproject construction views of Basin 7 from
Ocean Boulevard would be similar to the existing views and consist of newly renovated
restroom facilities, docks, and marine pilings that would be considered a visual
improvement from the existing setting. The proposed project would not result in a change
in visual character to the scenic route of Ocean Boulevard. Therefore, any impact to
visual resources surrounding Basin 7 resulting from construction or operation of the
proposed project would be considered less than significant.

Key View 12 of Basin 5 from Beachside Residential and Recreational Sensitive
Viewers. Figure 4.1.13 provides an existing view of Basin 5 from the beach side
residential uses on the interior (east side) of the peninsula looking east. This view is
representative of typical views from the residential uses located on the interior of the
peninsula and persons using the beach adjacent to Basin 5 for recreational purposes.
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Existing views of Basin 5 from the beach include sand in the foreground, Basin 5
seawall, Basin 5 restroom, small craft storage, Marina waters, and boats docked within
Basin 5 in the middleground. Background views consist of distant docked boats in
Basin 1, Marina commercial uses, mature ornamental vegetation, and sky. The visual
character of the area surrounding Basin 5 can be described as recreational and beach side
residential.
The proposed project would reconstruct the restroom building and replace the marine
pilings and docks within Basin 5. During construction of the proposed project, views of
the seawall would be visible from the adjacent beach and residential uses. However, any
visual impact resulting from construction of the proposed project would be temporary.
Postproject construction views of Basin 5 from the adjacent beach and residential uses
would be similar to the existing views and consist of newly renovated docks and a
restroom building within the Basin that would be considered a visual improvement from
the existing setting. The proposed project would not result in a change in the visual
character of the area surrounding Basin 5. Therefore, any impact to visual resources
surrounding Basin 5 resulting from construction or operation of the proposed project
would be considered less than significant.

Scenic Resources.
Views From a State Scenic Highway. As discussed previously, according to
Caltrans, portions of SR-1 (or PCH) are designated as an Eligible State Scenic
Highway. Views of the project site from PCH consist of intermittent and obstructed
distant views of the vessels docked at the Marina. No other State scenic highways are
located in the vicinity of the proposed project. Any impact to views of the project site
from PCH would be temporary construction impacts, and the visual character of the
project site seen from PCH would remain the same as the existing views. The project
also will not impact any other scenic resources such as trees or rock outcroppings.
Therefore, visual impacts resulting from the proposed project to any State Scenic
Highway would be considered less than significant.
As discussed previously, according to the City’s General Plan, Scenic Routes
Element, Ocean Boulevard, located on the southwestern side of the project site on the
Alamitos Bay Peninsula, is a City-designated Scenic Route. Basins 5 and 7 are
accessed by Ocean Boulevard. However, Basin 5 is not visible from Ocean Boulevard
because views are obstructed by Alamitos Bay Yacht Club facilities and beach side
residential uses on the inland side of the Peninsula. Therefore, no impact to views
from Ocean Boulevard resulting from construction located at Basin 5 would occur.
As discussed above and depicted in Figure 4.1.12, views of Basin 7 from Ocean
Boulevard would be visible. Figure 4.1.12 provides an existing view of Basin 7 from
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Ocean Boulevard traveling east. General views from Ocean Boulevard consist of
views of the Marina, marine facilities, marine recreation facilities, beach side
residential along Ocean Boulevard, sandy beaches on both sides of Ocean Boulevard,
and views of the Long Beach Harbor to the south. As depicted on Figure 4.1.12,
views of Basin 7 from Ocean Boulevard traveling east would consist of views of the
docks and existing restroom facilities.
The proposed project would remodel and renovate in place the restroom structure
located in Basin 7 and replace the marine pilings and docks. During construction of
the proposed project, views of the restroom renovation in place, pilings, and dock
replacement would be visible from Ocean Boulevard. However, any visual impact
resulting from construction of the proposed project would be temporary. Postproject
construction views of Basin 7 from Ocean Boulevard would be similar to the existing
views and consist of newly renovated restroom facilities, docks, and marine pilings,
and would be considered a visual improvement from the existing setting. The
proposed project would not result in a change in visual character to the scenic route of
Ocean Boulevard. Therefore, any impact to visual resources surrounding Basin 7
resulting from construction or operation of the proposed project would be considered
less than significant.

Historical Buildings within a State Scenic Highway. As discussed previously,
according to Caltrans, portions of SR-1 or PCH are designated as an Eligible State
Scenic Highway. The closest historical resource to the project site is Marine Stadium,
which is located to the north of the Marina, outside of the project boundaries, and not
within view of the portion of PCH designated as an Eligible State Scenic Highway.
In addition, the proposed open space/habitat mitigation site located adjacent to the
northeast end of Marine Stadium (see Figures 4.1.2 and 4.1.3) is currently part of a
paved storage area and is not landscaped. Implementation of the proposed project
would create an open water area to be planted with eelgrass vegetation. The existing
rock riprap along the edge of Marine Stadium would be relocated to the east and
would wrap around the perimeter of the new open space site, connecting to the
existing riprap border on the east side of Marine Stadium. The proposed project
would not cause a break in the riprap, but would realign it to include the habitat
mitigation site. The proposed marine habitat area would be protected by a floating
concrete dock, referred to as a wave attenuator, which would serve to delineate the
boundary of Marine Stadium. The marine habitat would be visually consistent with
the recreation trails and natural plantings that border the end of Marine Stadium. The
two areas would serve as native habitat open spaces and would complement one
another. Therefore, visual impacts related to this site would be considered a visual
enhancement, and any visual impacts relating to this mitigation area would be
considered less than significant.

P:\TSY0701B\Draft EIR\4.1 Aesthetics.doc «10/05/09»

4.1-18

LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
OCTOBER 2009

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ALAMITOS BAY MARINA REHABILITATION PROJECT
CITY OF LONG BEACH

Light or Glare. As discussed previously, the proposed project site is currently
illuminated with nighttime lighting on the existing docks and adjacent Marina
facilities for safety purposes. Low-level lights line each of the docks and illuminate
the restroom facilities in each of the basins. The proposed project would include
replacement of the existing lighting on the docks and inside and outside of the
restroom facilities. The replacement lighting would be similar to the existing lighting
and would consist of low-intensity lighting meeting current City security and
Municipal Code standards, with minimal spillover to the surrounding uses. The
replacement of lighting associated with the proposed project would not create a
substantial new source of light or glare affecting day or nighttime views in the area or
illuminate areas outside the project boundary. In addition, the replacement lighting
would not increase the intensity of light to sensitive viewers such as residents in the
surrounding area due to the distance and intervening uses between residences and the
Marina.
Although the project may result in a greater number of larger boats being berthed in
the Marina, there is no quantifiable method to determine whether more nighttime
boating activities would occur or lead to additional light in the Marina. However,
lighting associated with recreational boats is generally low level safety lighting and is
not expected to significantly increase with project implementation. Therefore, visual
impacts relating to light or glare would be considered less than significant.

4.1.5.2

Potentially Significant Impacts

There are no identified potentially significant impacts relating to visual resources.

4.1.6

MITIGATION MEASURE

Implementation of the proposed project would not require any mitigation.

4.1.7

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Cumulative impacts refer to the combined effect of project impacts with the impacts of other
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects. The cumulative study area for
aesthetic impacts is limited to the immediately adjacent area within view of the project site.
As discussed above, the proposed project will not significantly alter the visual character of
the immediate area or vicinity, as the land use will continue to be a Marina. In addition, the
proposed improvements, including the habitat mitigation site, are compatible in character
with the surrounding area. There are no known visual incompatibilities between the proposed
project and planned future projects located in the surrounding area.
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Project lighting will be similar to the existing lighting and would consist of low-intensity
lighting meeting current City security standards, with minimal spillover to the surrounding
uses and not contribute to a significant cumulative impact. Therefore, the contribution of the
proposed project to potential cumulative visual/aesthetic impacts in the study area is
considered less than significant.

4.1.8

SIGNIFICANT UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS

There are no significant, unavoidable impacts related to aesthetics or visual resources.
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