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MILLS ACT PROGRAM 

3

• State legislation enacted in 1972
• City of Long Beach adopted program in 1993
• The Mills Act Program provides a financial incentive, in the 

form of property tax relief, in exchange for property 
owners' commitment to undertaking historic building 
restoration, rehabilitation or maintenance of a designated 
historic property pursuant to the terms of a Mills Act contract 
with the City.

What is it?



PROPERTY TAXES AND MILLS ACT 
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Property values reassessed by the Los Angeles County Assessor using a 
prescribed income capitalization method instead of sales data method

• All calculations conducted by the County Assessor after the contract 
is recorded

• No guarantee of tax savings:
o Exact amount is unknown until the tax year in question
o Amount may vary from year to year
o IN NO CASE HOWEVER WILL THE MILLS ACT CAUSE YOUR 

PROPERY TAXES TO INCREASE



POTENTIAL BENEFIT 
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WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT?

• Generally, recent owners who have purchased their properties within 
the last few years are most likely to benefit

• Long-time owners will not likely benefit, because assessed value under 
the Mills Act will likely be higher than the existing base-year value of 
the property. However, owners may realize a potential premium when 
reselling a property if the potential for tax savings is a selling point for 
a future buyer



VALUATION LIMITS 
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CONTRACT LIMITS 
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The Cultural Heritage Commission set the following guidelines for the 2026 
application period: 



APPLICATION 
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Application Process



APPLICATION AND GUIDE 
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Application Guide

Includes program explanation and 
directions for applying

Available at: 
http://www.longbeach.gov/mills-act/

Application Package 
Check-Off List

Mills Act Pre-Application Fee
 $1,026.75

http://www.longbeach.gov/mills-act/
http://www.longbeach.gov/mills-act/
http://www.longbeach.gov/mills-act/


APPLICATION  
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Important Information 

• Legal Owner Name
• Owner Contact 
• Property Type 
• Assessor Parcel Number
• Property Assessment Valuation
• Council District 
• Designated Landmark

***
Submit a hardcopy of the two-page application form 
along with a storage device (flash / thumb drive) that 
contains all other required documentation as a pdf file

*** 



HOA CONTROLED PROPERTIES  - CONDOMINIUMS
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ALL property owners must consent to the application and submit:

• One Mills Act Contract Application form for the building’s exterior 
and common spaces, to be completed by the HOA’s authorized 
agent(s)

• Signed application form for each individual condominium unit 
owner 

• Copy of the HOA Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions (CC&Rs)
• Matrix of Condominium Ownership Information Form
• Grant deeds for all units in the building



RECORDED GRANT DEED   
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Make sure the names match 

MILLS ACT APPLICATION SIGNATURE BOX 



ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER    
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1

2 3

Visit:
 http://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/

 

3

http://maps.assessor.lacounty.gov/


COUNCIL DISTRICT 
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https://www.longbeach.gov/officials/

Boundary Map 



ELIGIBILITY  
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To Qualify for a Mills Act Contract Property must: 

• Must be a: 
✓ Historic landmark building
✓ Contributing building in historic district 
✓ Become a landmark

• Not be exempt from property taxation
• Not be delinquent in paying property tax
• Meet the valuation limits for property type



LANDMARKS 
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https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/ 

https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/


CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE IN HISTORIC DISTRICT  
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What is a Contributing 
Resource?

Structures built during period of 
significance of the historic district

• Period of Significance found in the 
District Ordinance

• No comprehensive list or formal map
• If unclear – Ask City Staff 



LANDMARK REQUEST AND MILLS ACT CONTRACT 
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Combination Mills Act / Landmark Application

• Properties will be evaluated for both Mills Act and Landmark eligibility. 
Only properties consistent with both programs will be recommended for 
contracts.

• The age of a structure does not necessarily guarantee it is eligible as a 
landmark.

• The fact a home is within a historic district also does not guarantee that it 
is eligible.

• To be eligible for landmark designation a property must:
o Be associated with events that have made a significant contribution 

to the broad patterns of the City’s history; or
o Be associated with the lives of persons significant in the City’s past; 

or
o Be associated with the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or 

method of construction, or it represents the work of a Master or it 
possesses high artistic value.

o It has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history.



PRIORITY CONSIDERATION   
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Priority consideration will be given to:

• Unique or important historic structures in particularly poor 
condition and in need of significant restoration, including properties 
that are associated with underrepresented communities in Long 
Beach or identified in the City's Suburbanization and Race Historic 
Context Statement

• Potential landmark properties not within designated landmark 
districts

• Applications that include local (Long Beach) labor or materials 
component in the Work Plan



REHABILITATION / RESTORATION PLAN   

20

Preparing the 
Rehabilitation/Restoration/

Maintenance Plan

 Use the template:  Detailed Workplan and 
Schedule



REHABILITATION / RESTORATION PLAN   
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The Proposed Work Shall:

• Be consistent with the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation

• Be consistent with the applicable Historic 
District Ordinance and Design Guidelines 

• Extend the life of the historic structure 



REHABILITATION/RESTORATION PLAN
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The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties address four 
treatments: preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, 
and reconstruction. 

• See Appendix of Application Guide
• https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-

treatment-historic-properties.htm 

Consistency with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards  - Standards for 
Rehabilitation

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm


REHABILITATION/RESTORATION PLAN
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The guidelines are intended to provide an instructive framework for sensitive changes to historic properties, 
such as the restoration, remodel, or possible expansion of your property. The guidelines also assist property 
owners in understanding and appreciating the historic character of the buildings and districts in which they 
are located.

https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/districts/guidelines/ 

Consistency with the Historic District Ordinance and Design Guidelines

https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/planning/preservation/districts/guidelines/


REHABILITATION/RESTORATION PLAN
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Priority Restoration Work:
• Visible from the public right-of-way
• Corrects any critical systems or structural deficiencies
• Reverses inappropriate alterations
• Preserves the historic features of the property
• Work Plan is a 10–Year Plan beginning Jan 2027 through 2037



SAMPLE WORK PLAN ITEMS  
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• Window Restoration
• Window Replacement to original
• Wood siding restoration
• Electrical upgrades

• Plumbing upgrades
• Seismic retrofit
• Painting



WORK PLAN ITEMS NOT ELIGIBLE  
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• Work inconsistent with the Standards
• Additions or remodel work
• Solar Panels
• Pools
• Built in BBQs

• Interior Remodels
• ADUs
• Vinyl Windows 
• Adding features not original to building 
• Anything that is not restoration or rehabilitation



WORKPLAN  
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Include information such as:

• Building Dimensions 
• Total counts – 8 Windows 
• Paint Colors
• Building Colors  



PHOTOGRAPHS / DIGITAL FILES  
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• Building Exteriors
o Overall view of the property as viewed from the 

street
o Overall view of the front, rear, and sides of all 

buildings
o Closer view of each exterior historic feature

• Building Interiors (for Multifamily, Mixed-Use, or Non-
Residential Properties only)
o Overall view of each common or publicly 

accessible interior area  (Lobby) 
o Closer view of each interior historic feature in any 

common or publicly accessible areas

Digital Files of Photographs  



SITE PLAN  
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• 8 ½ x 11-inch site plan, drawn to scale
• Locations of all buildings on the 

property
• Abutting street names
• North arrow
• Building and site dimensions

Digital Site Plan 



DIGITAL FILE ORGANIZATION 

30

Organization of Digital File

Please use the example here to organize 
your digital files.   

 

***Label your storage device***

***Submit Hardcopy of the application 
form along with a storage device 

(flash/thumb drive) that contains all other 
required documentation*** 



RESEARCH HELP  
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• Building Permit Search  
• https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/WebLink/CustomSearch.aspx?S

earchName=PermitSearch2021&_gl=1*gv5doq*_ga*MzgwOD
M3ODcuMTY3OTY5NjMxNA..*_ga_DH0765KYTY*MTcwNzQyMj
cxMS4yODcuMS4xNzA3NDIyNzIzLjQ4LjAuMA..

• Long Beach Public Library Digital Archive - 
https://lbpl.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/

o Long Beach City Directories
o Long Beach High School Yearbooks
o Long Beach Historic Photos

• LBPL History Index 
http://innopac.lbpl.org:81/search~S3

https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/WebLink/CustomSearch.aspx?SearchName=PermitSearch2021&_gl=1*gv5doq*_ga*MzgwODM3ODcuMTY3OTY5NjMxNA..*_ga_DH0765KYTY*MTcwNzQyMjcxMS4yODcuMS4xNzA3NDIyNzIzLjQ4LjAuMA
https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/WebLink/CustomSearch.aspx?SearchName=PermitSearch2021&_gl=1*gv5doq*_ga*MzgwODM3ODcuMTY3OTY5NjMxNA..*_ga_DH0765KYTY*MTcwNzQyMjcxMS4yODcuMS4xNzA3NDIyNzIzLjQ4LjAuMA
https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/WebLink/CustomSearch.aspx?SearchName=PermitSearch2021&_gl=1*gv5doq*_ga*MzgwODM3ODcuMTY3OTY5NjMxNA..*_ga_DH0765KYTY*MTcwNzQyMjcxMS4yODcuMS4xNzA3NDIyNzIzLjQ4LjAuMA
https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/WebLink/CustomSearch.aspx?SearchName=PermitSearch2021&_gl=1*gv5doq*_ga*MzgwODM3ODcuMTY3OTY5NjMxNA..*_ga_DH0765KYTY*MTcwNzQyMjcxMS4yODcuMS4xNzA3NDIyNzIzLjQ4LjAuMA
https://citydocs.longbeach.gov/WebLink/CustomSearch.aspx?SearchName=PermitSearch2021&_gl=1*gv5doq*_ga*MzgwODM3ODcuMTY3OTY5NjMxNA..*_ga_DH0765KYTY*MTcwNzQyMjcxMS4yODcuMS4xNzA3NDIyNzIzLjQ4LjAuMA
https://lbpl.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
http://innopac.lbpl.org:81/search~S3


RECAP 
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Filing Deadline - March 20, 2026,  by 3 p.m.
Cultural Heritage Commission – May / June  2026 
City Council – Summer / Fall 2026
Mills Act Contract Recordation with Los Angeles County Recorder’s office – December 2026  
Contract Effective Date  January 1, 2027

ALL WORK TO START IN 2027

Workplan period is from 2027 to 2037
Work does not qualify if it starts prior to contract starting date

• Applications must be filed in person (do not mail) at the 2nd Floor Permit Center at the 
Planning counter 

• Fee is $1,026.75, check made payable to “City of Long Beach” or credit/ATM card



CITY HALL MAP 
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City Hall 

Parking
Structure  

Civic Center 
Parking Structure 

Enter from Broadway 



Los Angeles County Assessor

1401 E. Willow St.

Signal Hill, CA 90755

(562) 256-1701

southdistrict@assessor.lacounty.gov 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY ASSESSOR
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mailto:southdistrict@assessor.lacounty.gov


Thank you

Gina Casillas, Planner

Community Development Department  
Planning Bureau

Contact: (562) 570-6194 

MillsAct@longbeach.gov 
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Q&A

mailto:millsact@longbeach.gov
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