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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICE

Long Beach Public Health Laboratory
Lydia Mikhail, DrPH, HCLD, MBA, MEL Interim Laboratory Director
2525 Grand Avenue, Suite 260, Long Beach, CA 90815
T (562) 570-4080 F (562) 570-4070
Email: PHL-Inquiries@longbeach.gov

ENVIRONMENTAL LEAD TESTING

The Long Beach Public Health Laboratory is an ISO/IEC 17025:2017 accredited laboratory (AIHA-LAP,

LLC Accreditation No. 102620) offering environmental lead testing. Our Laboratory is committed to

providing accurate, reliable, and timely analytical results for a wide range of environmental matrices

including Air Filters, Soil, Paint, and Dust Wipes. All testing is performed under strict quality
management procedures in accordance with ISO/IEC 17025:2017, ensuring valid and reproducible

results. Our services support regulatory compliance, public health, and safe environments.

HOURS OF OPERATION Monday to Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM
Closed on weekends and major holidays

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
(562) 570-4077 or 570-4080 For information on sampling, collection kits, and
(562) 570-4262 pricing For billing questions
(562) 570-7986 For interpretation of results:
e For Long Beach Providers, please call the Long Beach
Childhood Lead Poisoning and Prevention Program
(CLPPP) Coordinator

e For all others, please consult with your local CLPPP
Coordinator

WHERE TO SEND SAMPLES FOR TESTING

LONG BEACH PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY
2525 GRAND AVENUE, SUITE 260
LONG BEACH, CA 90815




INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO COLLECT SAMPLES FOR TESTING

DUST WIPES
Please call the Long Beach Public Health Laboratory to obtain the appropriate dust wipes for collecting
samples. These dust wipes have been validated for use on the laboratory’s analytical instruments.

Collect samples from window sills, floors, or other areas that may have lead dust.

1. Window Sills:
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With gloved hands, open ziplock bag and a packaged wipe.

Unfold wipe and place in palm of gloved hand (fold in half if sill is narrow). Make two
passes from end-to-end, collecting all dust and debris. Fold in half, keeping all debris and
dust inside. Re-wipe same area with the same wipe.

Fold wipe again so that contaminated side is inside and place in ziplock bag. Seal well.
Mark ziplock bag with location of collection (window).

Measure length and width of sampled windowsill and record on form. See above picture.

Floors:
a. Preferred areas are kitchen, family room, the youngest child’s bedroom, and any room that
has flaking or peeling paint or evidence of paint dust.
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Using a tape measure or yardstick, measure an area of 12” x 12” marking with a measuring
tape. Sample either bare floor or carpeted areas. Do not vacuum prior to sampling the
area.

Put on a pair of gloves and open the ziplock bag.

Open a packaged wipe.

Place wipe in upper left corner using enough palm pressure to firmly wipe the whole square
in an “S” motion from top to bottom (see picture above). Try not to bunch up the wipe.




Fold wipe in half, contaminated side inside, and wipe the squared area from side to side in
the same manner as above.

Loosely fold in half, contaminated side in and loosely fold the ends in and place in the
ziplock bag.

Identify bag with a marking pen as to sample site (floor). Use same identity on the report
form.

Place samples in mailing envelope, seal with tape or staple, stamp and mail.

Sample an area suspected of containing lead, i.e., next to structures with peeling paint, bare soil
where children and animals play.

. Take a ziplock bag and scoop up about a tablespoon in 3-4 areas of the surface of the bare soil.
Do not dig below % inch to gather the dirt.
Seal the bag completely and identify the bag with the location.

PAINT CHIPS
1. ldentify the source of the paint chips on the ziplock bag.
2. Peeling paint may also be submitted.
3. Apiece of 2” x 2” is adequate. For paint chips, please submit about 1 tablespoon in volume.
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