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JN 10-106836 1 Response to Comments 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared pursuant to the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (see Public Resources Code 
Sections 21000-21177), as well as the State CEQA Guidelines (see Title 14 of the California 
Code of Regulations, Sections 15063).  The IS/MND was made available for public review and 
comment pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15070.  The public review period 
commenced on January 26, 2010, and expired on February 24, 2010.  The IS/MND and 
supporting attachments were available for review by the general public at the following 
locations: 
 
 City of Long Beach, Public Works Records, City Hall, 333 West Ocean Boulevard, 10th 

Floor, Long Beach, CA 90802; and 
 
 Long Beach Public Library and Information Center, 101 Pacific Avenue, Long Beach, CA 

90822. 
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2.0 RESPONSE TO COMMENTS  
 
During the public review period, comments were received on the IS/MND from certain interested 
public agencies and private parties.  The following is a list of the persons, firms, or agencies that 
submitted comments on the IS/MND during the public review period: 
 
Comment 

Letter 
No. 

Person, Firm, or Agency Letter 
Dated 

Letter 
Received 

1 Scott Morgan, Acting Director, State Clearinghouse, State of 
California Office of Planning and Research February 25, 2010 February 25, 2010 

2 Elmer Alvarez, IGR/CEQA Branch Chief, California Department 
of Transportation, District 7, Regional Planning February 8, 2010 February 11, 2010 

 
 
Although the State CEQA Guidelines do not require a Lead Agency to prepare written 
responses to comments received, as contrasted with a Draft Environmental Impact Report (see 
State CEQA Guidelines Section 15088), the City has elected to prepare the following written 
responses with the intent of conducting a comprehensive and meaningful evaluation of the 
proposed project.   
 
The number designations in the responses are correlated to the bracketed and identified 
portions of each comment letter. 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER NO. 1 
Mr. Scott Morgan, Acting Director 
State of California Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse 
February 25, 2010 
 
 
1.1 This comment indicates that the State Clearinghouse submitted the IS/MND to selected 

state agencies for review, and that the comment period for the Draft IS/MND concluded 
on February 24, 2010 for State agencies.  The comment indicates that the lead agency 
complied with the review requirements for draft environmental documents pursuant to 
CEQA.  As such, the comment does not provide specific comments regarding 
information presented in the IS/MND and no further response is necessary. 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER NO. 2 
Mr. Elmer Alvarez, IGR/CEQA Branch Chief 
California Department of Transportation 
February 8, 2010 
 
 
2.1 This comment recommends that cargo spills from construction truck traffic would need to 

be cleaned up expeditiously to prevent accidents.  In the event of a cargo spill, the City 
would ensure the immediate cleanup of the spill in accordance with Caltrans regulations.  

 
2.2 This comment notes that truck routes during construction need to avoid areas with 

frequent pedestrian use.  As stated in Mitigation Measure TRA-1 in Section 4.15, 
Transportation/Traffic of the IS/MND, a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) would be 
prepared for project construction which would address safety and traffic concerns within 
the project vicinity.  The TMP would include a traffic signage plan to ensure pedestrian 
safety and access.   

 
2.3 This comment states that any transportation of heavy construction equipment or 

materials requiring the use of oversized-transport vehicles on State highways will require 
a Caltrans transportation permit.  The comment also recommends that large size truck 
trips be limited to off-peak commute periods.  In the event that the use of oversized-
transport vehicles is required during construction of the proposed project, the City would 
be required to obtain the appropriate transportation permit from Caltrans.  Also, these 
oversized truck trips, if necessary, would occur during off-peak traffic hours.   

 
2.4 This comment states that projects should discharge clean run-off water.  However, storm 

water run-off is not permitted to discharge onto State highway facilities.  Section 4.8, 
Hydrology and Water Quality, of the IS/MND states that the project would be required to 
obtain the appropriate permits (i.e., National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
[NPDES] permit) from the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).  
Compliance with the RWQCB permits, project implementation would not violate any 
discharge requirements.  Also, storm water run-off would not be discharged onto State 
highway facilities due to the distance of Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) from the project 
site.      

 
 
 
 
 




























