
 
  
 
 

Memorandum 

Date: February 12, 2026 
 
From: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager  
 
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
Subject: FY 2026 Congressionally Directed Spending Requests Update  
 
In spring 2025, the City of Long Beach (City) submitted several congressionally directed 
spending requests, commonly known as earmarks, to the City’s federal delegation 
members (members) for inclusion in the Fiscal Year 2026 (FY 26) federal budget. For the 
past several years, City staff has annually developed a list of projects citywide that could 
be submitted for consideration for competitive funding, including earmarks, as outlined in 
a memorandum on February 26, 2025. 

Following several months of uncertainty and two government shutdowns, the FY 26 
appropriations process has nearly concluded. On February 2, 2026, the President signed 
a $1.2 trillion spending package to fund the remaining federal agencies and departments, 
included in the Defense; Financial Services and General Government; Labor, Health and 
Human Services; Education; Department of State-National Security; and Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development appropriations bills. The majority of the City’s 
congressionally directed spending requests were included in the Transportation, Housing 
and Urban Development appropriation bill. Of the nine priority projects submitted by the 
City, eight projects were ultimately included in the signed FY 26 budget for a total of 
$6.321 million, thanks to the advocacy and support of the City’s federal delegation 
members.  

Awarded Projects 
 
Congressman Robert Garcia secured the following Projects: 

• $750,000 for Admiral Kidd Park Improvements 
Funding will be used to upgrade and replace the existing fire alarm security system, 
emergency lighting, roof exhaust, and acoustic ceiling tiles, making the park safer 
and more accessible.  
 

• $850,000 for Broadway Improvements 
Funding will be used to improve the public rights of way and placemaking along 
the Broadway corridor, including landscaping, wayfinding, public art, lighting and 
street furniture, to create a cohesive district celebrating the diverse history of the 
neighborhood. 
 

• $850,000 for Colorado Lagoon and Marina Vista Park 
Funding will be used to create additional recreational amenities and open space 
around the Colorado Lagoon and Marina Vista Park. 
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• $1,031,000 for the Long Beach DNA Lab 
Funding will be used to establish a locally hosted DNA Unit within the Long Beach 
Police Department (LBPD), which will expedite the testing process and enhance 
investigative capabilities.  
 

• $250,000 for Washington Neighborhood Youth Center 
Funding will be used for the design and development of a Youth Center that would 
serve as a central hub for programming focused on prevention, intervention, 
education, recreation, and mental health support in the Washington Neighborhood. 

Congresswoman Nanette Barragán secured the following projects: 

• $250,000 for Scherer Park Improvements 
Funding will be used to install a signature playground at Scherer Park and upgrade 
the playground facilities, including increased ADA accessibility through site-work 
improvements and enhanced outdoor recreational opportunities that promote 
active and healthy lifestyles. 
 

• $850,000 for Houghton Park Improvements 
Funding will be used to develop a full-size turf soccer field, install a new playground, 
refurbish the baseball field, basketball court, and tennis courts, upgrade the 
irrigation system, restore the landscape, and add new security cameras, signage, 
and wider walkways. 

Senator Alex Padilla secured the following project: 

• $1,490,000 for the Community Crisis Response (CCR) Program 
Funding will be used to help expand the operations of the Community Crisis 
Response (CCR) Program, which serves individuals in mental health crises while 
also easing the burden on emergency response services. 

Next Steps   
 
The City originally applied for larger allocations for each of these projects, but the amounts 
were reduced through Congressional negotiations in the budget process. Given the 
decrease in expected amounts for these projects, City staff will work to adjust project 
scopes to align with available funding. The City is grateful to the entire federal delegation 
for the allocated funds to advance park equity, infrastructure, public safety, and critical 
mental health services. These projects will have a lasting impact on the Long Beach 
community for years to come.  
 
Staff has already started the process of selecting and submitting Fiscal Year 2027 
congressionally directed spending requests, and looks forward to continued collaboration 
with federal offices, City departments, and the community. If you have any questions, 
please contact Sarah Patterson, Manager of Strategic Partnerships and Government 
Affairs at Sarah.Patterson@longbeach.gov or (562) 570-7873. 
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CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
 DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
 LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 

APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

 MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK  
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 


