
Memorandum 

Date: August 28, 2026 

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager  

From: Joshua Hickman, Public Works Director 

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

Subject:  City Place Parking Garage Rate Change 

On September 5, 2023, the City Council adopted Resolution No. RES-23-0128, amending the 
Fiscal Year 2024 Master Fees and Charges Schedule to approve adjustments to transient 
parking rates at the City Place parking facilities. The rate adjustments are intended to address 
rising operating expenses and capital improvement costs that come with an aging facility, 
including: concrete repairs, paint, lighting, and security. Further, operational costs are rising 
which support critical needs such as power washing, equipment maintenance, and the Throne 
restroom located in Harvey Milk Park, adjacent to City Place Garage C. This memorandum 
provides notification that the Department of Public Works will implement the approved rate 
adjustment at City Place Lots A, B, and C effective October 1, 2026. 

Approved Rate Adjustment 

Effective October 1, 2026, patrons will receive the first hour of parking free of charge with no 
validation required, replacing the current two-hour complimentary parking period. Parking 
beyond the complimentary period will be charged at $2.00 per hour, reduced from the current 
rate of $2.00 per 30 minutes, up to a daily maximum of $12.00. Monthly permit rates, event rates, 
and all other City Place parking rates also remain unchanged. When the Resolution was 
approved in 2023, the rate adjustment was conservatively projected to generate approximately 
$119,960 in additional annual revenue. Based on FY 26 actual revenues received and parking 
activity, it is reasonable to assume that this change will generate $500,000 in additional revenue 
across all three garages. These funds will help offset the rising operating and capital 
improvement costs at the three parking facilities while supporting the continued availability of 
affordable public parking in Downtown Long Beach. 

The City Place garages are among the most affordable parking in Downtown Long Beach and 
is overall the cheapest hourly rate of 14 downtown facilities surveyed. A three-hour visit costs 
$4.00 at City Place against a $13.50 downtown median. Downtowns surveyed include regional 
beach cities such Newport Beach, Huntington Beach, Seal Beach, Hermosa Beach, Manhattan 
Beach, and Santa Monica.  

At $2.00 per hour with the first hour free and no validation required, City Place is priced below 
comparable beach cities’ downtown parking , where hourly rates run from $3.00 to $7.50. A 
$12.00 daily maximum and $80.00 monthly permit keep longer stays below the median as well. 
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City Place Downtown Comps Median 

Hourly $2.00 $3.00 to $7.50 $4.50 

Daily max $12.00 $5.75 to $35.00 $14.50 

Monthly $80.00 $75.00 to $130.00 $85.00 

Another option that may be considered is keeping the existing rate of $2.00 every 30 minutes 
while allowing for 90 minutes of free parking, with a daily maximum of $12.00. Monthly permit 
and event rates will remain unchanged. Based on FY 26 actual revenues received and parking 
activity, it is reasonable to assume that this change will generate $250,000 in additional annual 
parking revenue across all three garages.  

Implementing no change to the current two-hour free parking model will limit the garages 
operational abilities while also risking long-term infrastructure integrity. Due to rising operational 
costs, there are currently limited funds to reinvest into the infrastructure or new operational 
upgrades, including power washing and the Throne restroom. Without this change, the Throne 
restroom will sunset and the team will have to evaluate other service or operational reductions. 
Further, as this was approved in the FY 24 budget, the City Council will have to take action to 
change a previously approved fee in the Master Fees and Charges schedule which includes any 
deviation from the one-hour free parking model.  

Proposed Fiscal Year 2027 Parking Updates 

The Fiscal Year 2027 Proposed Budget also includes updating downtown’s hourly parking for 
on-street meters to $3.00 per hour which will align with current on-street parking hourly rates in 
Belmont Shore. Additionally, the FY 27 proposed budget includes an expansion of parking 
meters placed within the downtown areas where meters do not currently exist. Upon approval of 
these proposed updates by the City Council with FY 27 budget adoption, a comprehensive 
memo of these changes, timeline, and more will be provided. Further details of all proposed 
citywide parking related updates can be found in the FY 2027 proposed budget.  

Facilities Impacted 

The rate adjustment applies to City Place Lot A at 50 E. 6th Street, City Place Lot B at 50 E. 5th 
Street, and City Place Lot C at 51 E. 3rd Street. These three facilities provide public parking that 
serve Downtown businesses, residents, and visitors. The $2.00 hourly rate following an initial 
complimentary period remains among the most affordable public parking rates in the region. 

Public Notification and Outreach 

On June 17, 2026, Public Works staff presented this parking garage rate change to the 
Downtown Long Beach Alliance Board.  

The Department will install signage at each facility entrance and pay station in advance of the 
effective date to provide patrons with clear notice of the adjusted rate structure. Information 
regarding the rate adjustment will also be shared through the Department of Economic 
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Development and Opportunity's newsletter and email communications to Downtown businesses. 
Currently, the Department, in coordination with the City's BizCare Team and the City's parking 
operator, are conducting direct outreach to Downtown businesses and continue coordination 
with the Downtown Long Beach Alliance. As part of this effort, the Department is developing a 
multilingual informational postcard that outlines updated parking rates and promotes monthly 
parking options for both visitors and employees and will ensure dissemination to businesses and 
posting online before go-live.  

The City's parking webpage will also be updated to reflect the adjusted rate structure and provide 
information on the City's parking programs and services. Parking patrons and businesses can 
visit longbeach.gov/parking to learn more. Businesses wishing to explore a validation program 
for their patrons may contact the Parking Office at 562-570-8055 or 
LongBeach@LAZparking.com. 

For more information, please contact Willie Walker, Parking and Mobility Officer, at 
willie.walker@longbeach.gov at (562) 570-4649 

CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 
DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK  
DEPARTMENT HEADS 
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