
Date: August 24, 2026 

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager 

From: Kevin Riper, Director of Financial Management 

For:  Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject:  Fiscal Year 2027 (FY 27) August Budget Community Engagement Summary 

During the Fiscal Year 2027 (FY 27) Budget process, City staff conducted a two-phased 
community engagement outreach plan. Phase one took place in January and February 2026, prior 
to the development of any budget proposals, and included an online Budget Priority Survey, five 
in-person community meetings, and one virtual community meeting. The summary and analysis 
of phase one was transmitted to Mayor and City Council in a memorandum on March 9, 2026. 
Phase two took place in August 2026 after the release of the FY 27 Proposed Budget on July 30, 
2026, and included four in-person community meetings, one virtual community meeting, and a 
Digital Comment Card to provide feedback on the proposed budget. This memorandum and 
attachments describe the efforts in phase two and provides an overview of feedback received 
during the process, including results from the Digital Comment Card, questions and comments 
from the community meetings, an outline of outreach efforts, and a demographic breakdown of 
community engagement participants. The data analyses throughout this memo are not statistically 
significant and the results should not be interpreted as such. 

Phase two offered community members an overview of the FY 27 Proposed Budget and described 
how the early feedback from January and February was incorporated into the FY 27 Proposed 
Budget. After the presentation at every meeting in August, community members had the 
opportunity to ask questions of the City Manager and department representatives. Participants 
had the opportunity to provide additional feedback on the FY 27 Proposed Budget online through 
the Digital Comment Card. Additionally, community members had opportunities to provide public 
comment at various Budget Oversight Committee (BOC) meetings and Department Budget 
Hearings at City Council meetings, where more in-depth presentations and discussions on 
departmental budgets were presented. Also, on August 17, 2026, the BOC held a public-
comment-only meeting where residents and City stakeholders had an opportunity to provide 
feedback directly to BOC members. 

Phase Two Digital Comment Card Summary 

Each August, the City’s Digital Comment Card is released after the publication of the proposed 
budget to provide an opportunity for the community to give feedback on the proposed budget. 
This year, the Digital Comment Card was available online from July 30, 2026, through end of day 
August 14, 2026, and included three questions and optional demographic questions. A total of 
688 respondents completed the Digital Comment Card. This represents a 333 percent increase 
from 159 respondents to last year’s Digital Comment Card. 

In phase two, Digital Comment Card respondents were provided with a list of the top 24 City 
service priority areas identified during phase one from the FY 27 Budget Priority Survey. Question 
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1 asked participants to select the five program service priorities they value most. Table A below 
indicates the top five service priority areas chosen by respondents in the FY 27 Digital Comment 
Card across all Council Districts. 
 

Table A: City Service Priority Area 
Digital Comment Card Responses 

Total 
Votes* 

Education – Access to libraries & library programs 339 

Public Safety – Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, 
emergencies, and high visibility patrols 

297 

Public Safety – Fire protection/prevention services and emergency 
response 

288 

Public Safety – Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, 
illegal drug activity, excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 

242 

Education – After-school & summer programs for young people 223 

*Total votes do not equal total responses because respondents were allowed to select up to five 
service priority areas 

 
Attachment A displays the list of all 24 City service priority areas from the Digital Comment Card 
and the total number of responses for each, citywide. Attachment B displays the same list of City 
service priority areas, by Council District. 
 
Questions 2 and 3 of the Digital Comment Card were open-ended. Question 2 asked for input on 
additional City programs and services not listed in question 1. Question 3 asked for general 
feedback on the FY 27 Proposed Budget. Additionally, City staff received written open-ended 
feedback by email and in the demographic survey distributed at community meetings. Across all 
these sources, residents submitted a combined total of 687 written questions and comments. 
Each response was assigned to one of the eight community themes from the Long Beach 
Strategic Vision 2030 (SV 2030). If a response did not fit within one of these themes, it was 
categorized as “Other/Multiple Themes.” Residents submitted the most responses about the 
following top five SV 2030 themes: Public Safety (154), Education (125), Economic Opportunity, 
Equity, & Resiliency (112), Mobility & Placemaking (67), Housing & Homelessness (29). The most 
prevalent concerns within each of these themes were: 
 

• Responses related to Public Safety largely opposed the proposed cuts to the Fire 
Department, with many respondents also supporting investment in police and EMS. 

• Responses related to Education overwhelmingly supported protecting the capacity and 
services of the Long Beach Public Library system. 

• Responses related to Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency were most 
supportive of investments in community services (e.g., Neighborhood Leadership Program 
and the Neighborhood Resource Center) and cuts to top-level management. 

• Responses related to Mobility & Placemaking were most supportive of investments in 
parks and traffic safety. 
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• Responses related to Housing & Homelessness were split between stricter enforcement 
and upstream prevention of homelessness. 

• Responses related to Other or Multiple Themes most frequently mentioned preserving 
library services, public safety, and the Ranchos. 

 
Attachment C provides the full list of responses that participants wrote in for question 2 as funding 
priorities not already listed in question 1. Attachment D provides the full list of open-ended 
feedback from question 3 on the FY 27 Proposed Budget. Attachment E compiles open-ended 
feedback received by email. Feedback received through the demographic survey is included in 
Attachment G, discussed at greater length below. 
 
Phase Two Community Meeting Summary 
 
In addition to the release of the Digital Comment Card, City staff conducted four in-person and 
one virtual community meeting. In accordance with the motion adopted as part of the FY 26 
Budget requiring community budget meeting feedback results be submitted to the Budget 
Oversight Committee and City Council no later than two weeks prior to the proposed budget 
adoption date, the community engagement period had to be compressed into a two-week period. 
The meetings were held during the following dates and times: 
 

Date Time Location 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Virtual (Zoom) 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Charles Lindbergh Middle School – 
Auditorium 

1022 E. Market St. Long Beach, CA 
90805 

Saturday, August 8, 2026 
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 

a.m. 

Silverado Park – Community Center 
1545 W. 31st  St., Long Beach, CA 

90810 

Monday, August 10, 2026 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Renaissance High School for the Arts 

– Auditorium 
235 E. 8th St., Long Beach, CA 90813 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Long Beach City College – Liberal 
Arts Campus, Room T1200 

4902 E. Carson St., Long Beach, CA 
90808 

 
During each community meeting, the City Manager provided a detailed presentation on the FY 27 
Proposed Budget. Following that presentation, the City Manager and department representatives 
were available for a town hall-style open Q&A session. Finally, community members were 
encouraged once more to submit formal feedback using the Digital Comment Card either at home 
or using laptops provided at each meeting. Across all five community meetings (in-person and 
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virtual), the City recorded a total of approximately 216 people who attended the meetings. A 
breakdown of attendance by date and location is summarized in Table B below.   
 

Table B: Community Meeting Attendance 

Date Location Count 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 Virtual (Zoom) 55 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 Charles Lindbergh Middle School 24 

Saturday, August 8, 2026 Silverado Park – Community Center 50 

Monday, August 10, 2026 Renaissance High School for the Arts  30 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 Long Beach City College – Liberal Arts Campus 57 

Total 216 

 
City staff received and responded to a total of 110 questions and comments across the five 
community meetings. To help organize resident concerns, each comment was assigned to one of 
the eight SV 2030 community themes. If a comment did not fit within one of these themes, it was 
categorized as “Other/Multiple Themes.” Residents asked the most questions about the following 
top five SV 2030 themes: Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency (37), Mobility & 
Placemaking (19), Public Safety (12), Education (11), Housing & Homelessness (11). The most 
prevalent concerns within each of these themes were: 
 

• Comments related to Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency sought a clearer 
understanding of the impacts on revenue and public services from economic development 
efforts, such as Space Beach and Grow Long Beach. 

• Comments related to Mobility & Placemaking frequently centered on public transit and 
traffic safety, but the most common concern was the equitable investment of resources 
across City Council districts. 

• Comments related to Public Safety were split between supporting investment in fire safety, 
questioning the rising costs of police officer training and pensions, and supporting more 
community-based investment in upstream violence prevention. 

• Comments related to Education overwhelmingly supported protecting the capacity and 
services of the Long Beach Public Library system. 

• Comments related to Housing & Homelessness lamented the persistently large number 
of unhoused people, supporting affordable housing development and quality-of-life 
policing. 

 
Attachment F contains the complete notes on every question or comment voiced at these 
community meetings, sorted by meeting in chronological order. 
 
Outreach, Language Access, and Planning 
 
The community meetings were promoted on the FY 27 Budget website, the City Calendar, various 
social media channels (e.g. Instagram, Facebook, X, etc.) and department newsletters. The 



Fiscal Year 2027 (FY 27) August Budget Community Engagement Summary 
August 24, 2026 
Page 5 
 

 

Budget Office conducted individualized email outreach to community organizations, relevant 
stakeholders, and an email list of individual community members. Community meeting flyers were 
also posted at each of the City’s 12 library branches, the City Hall lobby, and across park facilities. 
In addition to the community meetings, City staff promoted the Budget Oversight Committee 
Meetings and Budget Hearings. For all community meetings, Spanish, Khmer, Tagalog, and 
American Sign Language interpretation services were provided. The Digital Comment Card, 
community meeting flyers, and meeting materials (i.e. Community Budget Book) were also made 
available online in Spanish, Khmer, and Tagalog at www.longbeach.gov/FY27.  
 
Like phase one, phase two involved collaboration across multiple City operations, including the 
Budget Management Bureau, Technology and Innovation Department, the Public Affairs and 
Communications Office, and the Office of Equity. 
 
Participation and Demographic Information 
 
In response to prior City Council directives to collect demographic data, the Budget Office 
provided an optional demographic survey in print and online for community meeting attendees to 
fill out and return to City staff. Community members also had the opportunity to provide 
demographic information while completing the Digital Comment Card. The Budget Office received 
112 demographic surveys across all community meetings. Attachment G provides the full 
demographic information from the Digital Comment Card and the community meeting 
demographic survey, including additional open-ended comments left in the demographic survey 
that were used in the qualitative analyses above. 
 
City Budget Resources 
 
The City’s website provides links to the full FY 27 Proposed Budget Book, the Community Budget 
Book, the Mayor’s Recommendations, presentations, educational resource materials, and 
information on meetings. If you have any questions, please contact Budget Manager Rebecca 
Bernstorff at (562) 570-6408. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  A – DIGITAL COMMENT CARD QUESTION 1 RESPONSES, CITYWIDE 
  B – DIGITAL COMMENT CARD QUESTION 1 RESPONSES, BY COUNCIL DISTRICT 
  C – DIGITAL COMMENT CARD QUESTION 2 RESPONSES 
  D – DIGITAL COMMENT CARD QUESTION 3 RESPONSES 
  E – ADDITIONAL COMMENTS RECEIVED THROUGH EMAIL 
  F – COMMUNITY MEETING IN-PERSON COMMENTS 
  G – DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
                               
CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY 

DOUGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR 
LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK  
DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

http://www.longbeach.gov/FY27
https://www.longbeach.gov/finance/city-budget-and-finances/budget/budget-information/


Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, Citywide Attachment A

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 339        
Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and high 
visibility patrols 297        

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 288        
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, excessive 
noise, and illegally dumped items 242        

Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 223        
Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 179        
Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 172        
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency shelter and 
wrap-around services 169        

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 160        
Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 149        
Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 126        
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and reduce 
impacts of extreme heat 117        

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 96          
Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 71          
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 71          
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, flooding, 
and other disasters 56          

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 54          

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address pandemic) 54          

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 54          

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement programs 50          

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that provide access 
to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing services 43          

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses navigate 
business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 40          

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data security 
standards 23          

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services 17          

Table A: City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses

1



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs             23 
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items             19 

Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services             17 

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing             14 

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response             12 
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat             12 

Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols             11 

Education - After-school & summer programs for young people             10 
Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response             10 

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups               9 

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

              9 

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair               8 
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality               7 
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach               6 

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition               5 

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services               5 

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs               4 

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources               4 

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic)               4 

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters               4 

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair               4 
Education - Providing services and programs for seniors               3 
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families               3 
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards              -   

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 1

1



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 44            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 33            

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 27            
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 23            

Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 18            
Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 18            
Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 16            
Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 15            

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 15            
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 15            

Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 14            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 12            

Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 11            
Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 10            
Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 9              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 7              

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 5              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 5              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

5              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 4              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 4              
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards 3              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 2              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services -           

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 2

2



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 83            
Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 75            

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 58            
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 49            

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 36            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 32            

Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 29            

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 29            
Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 27            
Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 27            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 26            

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 20            
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 17            

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 14            
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 12            
Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 11            
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 11            

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 11            

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 9              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards 8              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 7              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services 7              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

6              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 4              

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 3

3



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 37            

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 36            
Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 30            
Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 28            
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 28            

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 23            
Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 20            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 18            

Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 17            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 14            

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 14            
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 13            

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 11            

Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 10            
Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 8              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 6              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 6              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 4              

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 4              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 4              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards 3              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

3              

Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 2              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services -           

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 4

4



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 66            

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 60            
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 49            

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 46            
Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 44            
Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 39            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 32            

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 25            
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 21            

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 20            
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 19            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 16            

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 14            

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 13            
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 12            
Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 11            
Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 8              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 8              

Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 7              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 5              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 3              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards 2              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

2              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services 1              

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 5

5



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 15            
Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 10            
Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 7              
Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 7              
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 6              

Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 6              
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 6              

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 5              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 5              

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 4              

Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 4              

Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 4              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 4              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 4              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 2              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 2              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards 2              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services 2              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 1              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 1              

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 1              

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 1              
Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 1              
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

1              

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 6

6



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 11            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 8              

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 8              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 7              

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 5              

Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 5              
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 5              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 5              

Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 4              

Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 4              

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 4              
Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 3              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 3              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 3              
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

3              

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 2              
Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 2              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 2              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 1              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 1              

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 1              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 1              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards -           

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services -           

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 7

7



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 11            
Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 9              

Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 8              

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 7              

Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 7              

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 6              
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 5              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 4              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 4              

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 3              

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 3              
Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 3              

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 3              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 2              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 2              

Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 1              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 1              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 1              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 1              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services 1              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

1              

Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families -           
Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair -           
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards -           

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 8

8



Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 20            
Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 12            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 11            

Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 10            

Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 10            

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 8              
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 7              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 7              

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 6              
Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 5              
Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 5              
Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 4              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 4              

Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 4              

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 3              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 3              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 3              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

3              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 1              

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 1              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 1              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach -           

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards -           

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services -           

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Council District 9
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Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Education - Access to libraries & library programs 55            
Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 39            
Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 35            
Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 34            

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 33            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 32            

Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 27            

Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 25            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 23            

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 21            
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 19            

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 15            
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 14            
Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 13            
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 11            

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 11            

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 8              

Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 7              
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

7              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 6              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 5              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 5              
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards 5              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services 1              

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Don't know
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Digital Comment Card Question 1 Responses, By Council District Attachment B

Theme and Service
 Total 
Count 

Public Safety - Maintain rapid police response to calls for services, emergencies, and 
high visibility patrols 34            

Public Safety - Fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 33            
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items 29            

Education - After-school & summer programs for young people 22            
Education - Access to libraries & library programs 20            
Housing & Homelessness - Address and prevent homelessness through emergency 
shelter and wrap-around services 15            

Housing & Homelessness - Increase the supply of affordable and workforce housing 14            

Health & Wellness - Mental health services/response 12            

Housing & Homelessness - Rapid Response and homeless encampment clean ups 11            

Education - Providing services and programs for seniors 9              
Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Job-training and job-placement 
programs 8              

Health & Wellness - Community-wide disease prevention and control (i.e., address 
pandemic) 7              

Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Improve local air and water quality 6              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Emergency preparedness for earthquake, 
flooding, and other disasters 6              

Mobility & Placemaking - Keep streets in good repair 6              
Health & Wellness - Health services to pregnant women, children, and families 4              
Climate & Environmental Sustainability - Plant trees to increase urban forest and 
reduce impacts of extreme heat 4              

Mobility & Placemaking - Maintain public parks in good condition 3              
Mobility & Placemaking - Keeping sidewalks in good repair 3              
Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free community technology learning hubs that 
provide access to and use of public computers, Wi-Fi, one-on-one tutoring, and printing 
services

3              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Assistance to help small businesses 
navigate business licenses, permitting requirements, and other resources 1              

Economic Opportunity, Equity, & Resiliency - Programs to retain, expand, and attract 
businesses to Long Beach 1              

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Data privacy, transparency, digital ethics, and data 
security standards -           

Digital Inclusion & Technology - Free and safe high-speed public Wi-Fi services -           

City Service Priority Area
Digital Comment Card Responses: Don't live in Long Beach

11



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

Mas seguridad en nuestras calles de Long Beach para los peatones y todas las personas 
que cruzan las calles cada dia hay mas accidentes y muertes. 1

Parks and libraries are a form of crime reduction. We need to invest in our youth in all 
neighborhoods. Investing in education and leadership for residents. The neighborhood 
leadership program gave us numerous leaders that have impacted our communities in a 
positive mannner. 

1

I would prefer we not cut library services which our tax dollars pay for and benefit so many 
of us.  1

Getting illegal vendors off the street. They create blight, aren't inspected, and don't pay 
taxes. We encourage this behavior and then wonder why the city is broke and short on 
money. 

1

The library! The library’s programs and offerings have enriched my family’s life immensely. 
LBPL has connected our family with needed child development resources that we wouldn’t 
have known about any other way. We attend library programs twice a week- we can’t afford 
fancy baby and me classes but we never feel like our daughter is missing out thanks to the 
library’s evidence-based baby programming facilitated by credentialed professionals. The 
library even hosted an event at the NICU at Miller Hospital which brought levity and joy to 
my family during a really trying time. I’ve made gifts, learned to mend clothes, read books on 
pregnancy health and childbearing all for free at the library. When I look at the list of 
priorities above I am reminded of the diverse services the library provides. Many of the 
health and human services needs listed above are addressed by LBPL. The BJK Library, its 
programs, and its staff make me proud to be from Long Beach. 

1

Enhanced police enforcement against feral homelessness. Increased cooperation with DHS 
regarding port of Long Beach combating fentanyl / fentanyl precursor/ human trafficking. 
Hire more city auditors (maintain apolitical nature) targeting fraud theft and abuse of public 
funds towards Nonprofits / NGO / other; Increased transparency of all publicly funded 
programs. Freeze all non profit and NGO programs until budget balanced and borrowed 
emergency funding repaid with interest 

1

Please actually ticket, warn, and tow vehicles in street parking that are unregistered, have 
illegal plates, or seem to be there just for storage or to save spots for other vehicles. In a 
few cases on my block it's used by people involved in what's seemingly black market chop 
shops and used car dealing, and junk haulers with oversized trucks who never empty them 
despite them attracting or bringing vermin with the junk. It's such a tragedy of the commons 
and there needs to be regulation or a permit system in all the parking impacted areas at this 
point. And please don't dismiss this as "non essential." Working class people like myself rely 
on having a vehicle to do our jobs and it really diminishes our quality of life to spend 
sometimes an hour's worth of gas trying to find parking. That's not to mention all the time 
wasted, having to walk home being propositioned by potentially dangerous people, and 
dealing with road ragers also looking for parking. 

1

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

1



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Neighborhood leadership program and Neighborhood Resource Center needs to continue 
building community and capacity because they contribute Public Safety! 1

Public transportation 1
Parking, we really need more parking, even if you were to team up with a private business 
and make it happen we really need more parking 1

$3million for the Long Beach Justice Fund 1
The Neighborhood Leadership Program (NLP) should continue to be funded and supported, 
as is.Because it supports all of the above listed, essential parts of what makes Long Beach 
a community we want to live in. NLP projects address multiple factors affecting citizens each 
year and equips dozens of adults to support long beach citizens from childhood to the 
elderly.

1

Community Land Trust and pathways for street food vendors to be up to code 1
Retaining non management city staff and provide a livable salary. 1
Get rid of the homeless problem and enforce the laws 1
Community policing where police know who they’re serving 1
The on going ever multiplying homeless male population loitering, sleeping and doing illegal 
drugs and deals on the corners of Termino/Ocean and parking lot area near the Piet. Other 
Cities are getting better and we are too soft on allowing this to happen

2

City Beautification and Maintenance:  When I drive through Orange County, I get such a 
great feeling traveling on smooth, paved streets, greenery and plants thriving alongside the 
streets and freeways, and trimmed, cared for trees. Long Beach looks sub-standard on all 
this except for areas such as LBX, areas in Signal Hill and wealthy neighborhoods.  We just 
don't want to wait 2 years for a city 40'+ palm tree to be trimmed.  HELP US PLEASE! 
Repave instead of constantly throwing loose gravel & sand on them, keep grass and plants 
growing.

2

Services that cover these like the Neighborhood Resource Center and the Neighborhood 
Leadership Program.  They can be repurposed to connect residents to these priorities. 2

2



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Program Overview
History
•	Founded 1992, first cohort 14 residents.
•	800+ graduates over 30 years.
•	Considered a core City community engagement program.
Structure
•	Five month leadership program.
•	Twice monthly sessions, weekend retreat, full Saturday training.
•	Free; offered in English, Spanish, Khmer, Tagalog.
•	Curriculum:
o	Communication & public speaking
o	Grant writing & fundraising
o	Project planning
o	Community engagement
o	Diversity, equity, inclusion
o	Partnership building with City departments & nonprofits
Purpose
Build resident skills, confidence, and networks to strengthen neighborhoods and improve 
Long Beach.
---
Benefits to Residents
Leadership Development
Residents gain:
•	Public speaking confidence
•	Ability to lead meetings
•	Event organizing & volunteer mobilization skills
•	Knowledge of City systems
Graduates report increased confidence, civic awareness, and readiness to lead.
Practical Skills
P ti i t  l

2

Those in charge absolutely need to be LISTENING to the COMMUNITY and people of Long 
Beach. We DO NOT want more surveillance, we DO NOT want more ridiculous high rise 
housing disguised as affordable, we DO NOT want to keep wasting our taxes on the highly 
overfunded police force, we DO NOT want anymore aerospace companies in our city. We 
want a safe, affordable, secure, small-business friendly city that keeps its integrity and soul 
in these authoritarian times. 

2

Planting locally native plants in parks, medians, and others City facilities to beautify public 
spaces and provide habitat for native wildlife. 2

3



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Elimination of fire engine 14 is unacceptable, dangerous, and not based on budget realities. 
Measure LB represents a legitimate recurring funding source that voters approved (passed 
in 2024 with over 80% voter approval). I would like to see transparency and accountability 
regarding those revenues (projected $15M annually), particularly as they relate to the AES 
facility. This public safety funding is sustainable and represents the costs to public safety of 
these BESS facilities that are coming in and setting up shop in Long Beach. These private 
corporations should be contributing to the investment in increasing fire resources (NOT 
eliminating Engine 14) to satisfy the dangerously high risk of what these plants/ battery 
storage facilities impose on our city.

2

Parks and outdoor spaces for children and families 2
Youth programs and senior programs 2
Shutting down organized crime and gangs. Especially gangs that are in the business of 
scheming tax payer funding for fraudulent organizations.

Stopping internal corruption in city services 

2

It quit taking my check marks so this isn’t a reliable survey. Cut street sweeping for ince a 
week on same street 2

BE SAFE IS ESSENTIAL 2
We really need our Long Beach parks and recreation classes— I go to ceramics every 
Thursday night and it’s a core community for me, and an outlet I can’t afford otherwise. We 
also really need our libraries! I read LB library books daily and also would not be able to 
afford those books otherwise. Please maintain accessible/free educational access to 
everyone through the Long Beach libraries and parks and rec classes. 

2

Library funding, as stated above 2
Local infrastructure projects. Traffic slowing measures. Code enforcement. Neighborhood 
micro grants. 2

Fire department because they save our lives ! And police department to keep us safe. This 
city is already scary enough .. 2

Continue funding the Community Crisis Response Team. It provides an essential and 
compassionate response to those having a mental health crisis in public spaces. Long 
Beach needs more options like this that do not involve law enforcement as a first response. 
Our police are not trained to respond with compassion and often do not have the time and 
expertise needed to address the needs of those in crisis.

2

Parks and recreation 2
Libraries are most essential  2
In general anything to keep people housed, money in tenant protections. I.e. a rent freeze, 
eliminate substantial remodeling from eviction reasons. 
Increase the Funding of the justice fund supported by Orale.

2

4



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Maintain public safety--make Long Beach a nice place to live.  Do what Orange County does 
with homeless and just move them along.  There isn't money to spend on them while 
ignoring residents.  If you ignore the residents and businesses, they will leave to go 
somewhere safer--it's already happening.  We live on the border and would rather shop and 
dine in Long Beach, but we end up going to Orange County because it's so much nicer.

Give tickets to people who speed, run red lights and park illegally--it's not hard to find them.  
Make some money that way.  Have the police crackdown hard on traffic for a couple weeks 
every now and then so we feel safer walking and biking around.

3

Fire protection and not closing fire engine 14 3
Maintain and increase Fire Protection and Medical Services 3
Funding for the Rancho Los Cerritos. Its city share of its funding has not kept up with 
inflation.  3

My priorities are more focused on the general appeal of our city as well as safety.   I live off 
of Loynes and Studebaker.  Loynes looks like a forgotten property.  The bike path along 
Loynes between the street and the golf course looks even worse and is truly in need of 
attention before someone gets hurt.  This all aligns with my comment below because all of 
this comes under public works, which doesn't have enough budget to do it's job and it 
shows.  It gets downright ugly down here, and along PCH on the south side too.  No care at 
all.

3

I already did this once, and I want to add a question: 3
N/A 3
Fire and police response at the top of the priority 3
Getting rid of the homeless in the city and county all together. Do not allow them here and 
stop allowing them free services that we pay for! 3

We need to maintain fire and police as much as possible. 3
With the rampant increase of homelessness and violent crime throughout the city, my main 
concerns are fire and law-enforcement presence and availability. 3

Do not get rid of the Fire Engine at Station 14 3
Maintaining fire truck response at station 14 to protect the citizens of university park estates, 
trailer park, GIANT new buildings at PCH and beyond is essential.  AES is an unknown 
entity that could threaten our homes to fire.  Also if the wetlands were ever to catch fire, 
prevailing winds would wipe us out without a rapid response.  

3

Closure of fire engine 14 3
Fire/Paramedic and Police 3
Fire/police rapid response is TOP priority! We have more housing units, crime and theft, and 
people roaming the streets in need of mental health services. Keep our communities safe! 3

We need at least maintain, if not increase fire response for emergency calls in the 
90803/90814 area. 3

5



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Public safety. Keeping our fire and police services. KEEP Engine 14. With the new builds 
and more residents, East LB needs #14!!!! 3

Stop wasting money on needless programs and leftist ideals.  Our once great city looks 
disgusting.  Weeds, trash, and zombies are everywhere.  Do you really think this will attract 
new businesses and residents to the community?

3

Having a city council that doesn’t virtue signal. Our city is a joke and needs strong 
leadership. 3

Better Streat signals using arrows, stop sign signs, etc. on some of our streets in Belmont 
Shore in Belmont Heights. Especially Appian and Nieto 3

Safety on the streets from speeding cars. I would like to see better and more traffic 
enforcement 3

Keep libraries open. 3
na 3
Ethics 3
The city’s Neighborhood Leadership Program (NLP) needs to be protected at its current 
level of funding, staffing, and scope.

Belmont Shore and other high-traffic alcohol-serving areas need a dedicated alcohol-
enforcement mechanism that works non-standard hours to protect community safety and 
community quality of life.

3

Protect and fully fund our public libraries!!  These are essential public services for people of 
all ages but especially our children. As a mother of two school-aged children in LBUSD I am 
seeing alarming reductions in library and reading services, resources, and opportunities. 
Our LBUSD schools are dramatically reducting librarian days and library availability. The 
cuts to our public libraries in this proposed budget are alarming. We need to priority these 
safe spaces for people to read, work, for kids to play with the reading and toddler activities, 
and for safe free internet access. Any cuts to hours or services will impact those who need 
these services the most.  Already, there is such limited access and available hours and 
days.  Do not reduce this even further.  Protect these important spaces. 

3

Keep Fire Station 14 3

6



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Long Beach has a significant public transportation gap connecting residents and visitors to 
our waterfront destinations. The Queen Mary and Aquarium of the Pacific are our two top 
tourist attractions, and the brand-new F&M Bank Amphitheatre will likely join them as a 
major destination. Yet there is no public transportation service Monday through Thursday 
connecting to these destinations. The Aquabus and Aqualink operate only seasonally, in the 
summer, with limited hours that do not adequately serve early-morning or late-night visitors.
This is not simply a tourism issue—it is an accessibility, mobility, and equity issue. The lack 
of reliable transit disproportionately impacts people who use wheelchairs, canes, walkers, or 
strollers; people who do not drive or do not own cars; tourists; and residents who choose 
public transportation for environmental reasons. If Long Beach is serious about accessibility, 
reducing car dependency, and supporting tourism, we need reliable, year-round public 
transportation to the City's most important destinations—not limited seasonal service that is 
unavailable when people actually need it.

NLP is successful because of its structure, not merely because it provides leadership 
classes.
The Neighborhood Leadership Program should be preserved as a sustained, cohort-based 
leadership program—not converted into a series of stand-alone classes. Its core structure is 
fundamental to its success: a competitive interview process, a six-month cohort, twice-
monthly classes, a Day of Discovery, and a weekend retreat. These elements work together 
to create the depth of learning, relationships, trust, collaboration, and civic commitment that 
make NLP so effective. Removing or substantially reducing these elements does not simply 
modernize or streamline the program—it fundamentally changes the program and 
diminishes its impact.
Over 900 Long Beach residents have participated in NLP, creating a knowledgeable network 
of residents who understand City government, help their neighbors navigate challenges, and 
contribute to community problem-solving. Graduates go on to serve on City commissions, 
establish nonprofits, lead community organizations, volunteer with the City, and develop 
programs and solutions that benefit Long Beach. The relationships built within each cohort 
also lead to years-long partnerships, cross-neighborhood assistance, and shared 

it  i  Th  i t t d  ith  d ti  l  

3

build stronger communities with stronger real connections as a means to prevent many of 
the issues listed 3

alcohol enforcement team, including resources for after-hours oversight, to hold bars 
accountable 3

Don't pay prevailing wages for tree trimming, consider outsourcing for better pricing! Also, 
don't wait for lawsuits to do what should've been done in the first place, such as sidewalk 
repairs.

3

Public library’s 3
Keep the library programs, keep the youth and community programs. Make LB more 
affordable. 3

7



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

We need the City to take stronger action to get people experiencing homelessness off the 
streets and connected with housing, treatment, and support. At the same time, we need 
clean, safe streets and protection for our local businesses from theft, vandalism, and other 
illegal activity.

3

Viable public transportation to relieve traffic and need for reliance on automobiles. Current 
bus schedule times and connections not feasible for everyday needs, but seem to focus on 
weekend restaurant visits- need to be able to do day to day things- go to work, doctor 
appointment, school, and occasional trips to LGB airport for tourists and residents

3

Maybe could adjust street sweeping schedules to bi-weekly only in the summer months to 
save money. Also, eliminate the need for 3-4 different trash cans to dispose of trash/waste 
more effeciently.

3

1.Public works: tree trimming, street lights,sidewalks, pot holes & other needed repairs

2.Code Enforcement

3.cleanliness & maintenance of public spaces

3

Get ICE out 3
Tax dollars should be spent to make sure essential basic services are maintained (including 
health and parks) and our city is clean, safe, and able to respond to emergency 
calls/response needs.  Everything else only after we meet those basic needs.  So much is 
wasted on "pet projects" and outdated processes that require hours of staff time.  

3

8



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

The impacts in elevating ideas, talent, resources and outcomes from the 30-year (30!!!) 
Neighborhood Leadership Program are, sadly and frustratingly, being diminished in a 
climate of budget restriction and narrow vision by decision makers. 

That Tom Modica refers to the current plan for 2027 as “right-sizing” and some department 
heads are defining the moment as seeking “efficiencies” reflects the disconnect. 

The city has never asked for quantifiable ROI from the program. It’s never measured 
success by volunteer man-hours on community projects, or metric-tons of trash cleaned up. 
It’s never asked how many graduates pivot from career and educational paths that would 
enrich them personally to instead take up neighborhood-centered education and resource 
efforts. It’s never elevated its NLP graduates with awards, fanfare or city contracts. Nor 
should it — we do these things quietly, often with hurdles added and limited resources, 
because it helps our neighborhoods.

The cost to the city for those 32 years of NLP legacy and 900 graduates doing this work, 
individually and collectively, amounts to pennies of a line item on the Community 
Development budget, especially compared with other higher-profile budget items that yield 
narrower impacts. There are staff costs for the full-time employees associated with the 
program, to be sure. But those key connectors to the program participants, alumni and 
neighborhood groups have already been reduced from 3-1 over the past months. 

NLP isn’t a mere cost. It’s an INVESTMENT. It’s an ante and buy-in to the efforts that 
produce meaningful results, but via metrics that don’t seem to be valued by the stewards of 
the city’s coffers right now. 

Try budgeting for trash cleanups when volunteers via NLP and their families and 
communities aren’t the ones showing up to do the work. Try budgeting for backpacks, 
shoes, books and other basic needs when NLP volunteers and neighborhood associations 
aren’t doing the legwork to find grants, donations and thousands of volunteer hours to 

 th  ll ti  d di t ib ti  T  b d ti  f  t ff t   h  d il  

3
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Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside. 

I do not support the current proposed police department's budget and it's very concerning 
that the city's plan to get ready for the upcoming 2028 Olympics is to give more money to 
the police. It seems like the Olympics is trying to use Long Beach Police to rid the streets of 
homeless people to make downtown more attractive to visiting tourists. I want the city to 
invest in: 

✅ $3 million towards the Justice Fund program, to support ongoing efforts to protect our 
Long Beach immigrant community members and connect them to legal support
✅ $2.2 million in Measure A funds to expand the Tenants’ Right to Counsel program and 
connect tenants to eviction defense
✅ $200k in Measure A capacity building funds toward the Long Beach Community Land 
Trust to support permanently affordable, community-owned housing
✅ $125k added to Measure US funds, which would support continuation of the Youth 
Power Participatory Budgeting process to ensure young people continue to hold decision-
making power in LB
✅ Do not make any reductions to library, cut that amount from police. 

3

We have to maintain police and fire responses as the top priority. 4
Fire Department 4
Decrease permitting costs to encourage growth and home improvements in neighborhoods 
thus increasing property values. 4

Libraries, libraries, libraries!!! Keep them open, keep them staffed. Let them do what they do 
best, help and serve their community. 4

Fire service with appropriate resources when I call 911. The taxpayers passed Measure A 
for public service support not to fund the councils pet projects. Start funding lublic safety 
instead of the homeless. 

4

We are committed to putting Public Safety first—prioritizing Fire and EMS services for the 
City of Long Beach 4

Increase green spaces and wrest Willow Spring parks from the oil industry 4
We need to make sure that people has access to there local community services such as 
the community library. Please remove any budget cuts to community libraries from this 
proposal.  

4

Library services, including staff to maintain the library and collection and to host programs 
4

10



Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Our public libraries are absolutely essential parts of this community. Not only does it provide 
a safe place for parents and children to explore their creativity, promote education and 
literacy, and gain access to resources they might not otherwise have which promotes equity, 
it is also a hub for many different communities within Long Beach. Media and language 
literacy is so important and is already on the decline. Without libraries being less funded and 
having less hours. How will they continue to provide these valuable resources to our 
community?

4

Clean up the freeway exits. Bellflower and Willow, Cherry and 405. Make our city welcoming
 ❤️🙏🙏 4

Fire and police! 4
Police and Fire 4
Many of the programs listed above are already addressed through our outstanding library! 
Keep our libraries open and staffed! 4

Addressing the trash and weeds all over the city that is making Long Beach look absolutely 
horrible. 4

Fix the potholes and streets! Please! 4
Make due with a 9.75% sales tax. 4
It's ridiculous to try and narrow down FIVE things from this list. This will pigeon hole 
responses and allow for CRUCIAL SERVICES TO BE CUT based on public feedback. 4

Social services response team instead of police 4
Education- k-12 schools 4
Mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions that the city has control over and adaption for the 
increasing impacts of climate change for the residents of Long Beach and property. 4

Support for the Art and Arts-Education for students.  These programs seem to be the first 
things cut from School Budgets. 4

The Neighborhood Leadership Program of Community Development. A program like Long 
Beach’s Neighborhood Leadership Program is essential because it builds the kind of 
informed, confident, and connected resident leadership that neighborhoods need to thrive. It 
equips emerging leaders with practical skills, shared language, and a deeper understanding 
of how City systems work, which in turn strengthens collaboration between residents and 
departments. 

4

Increased green space access 5
Anti-human trafficking awareness and intervention programs; safe passage programs for 
school children; Reentry programs for justice-impacted teens and adults 5

Reduce or eliminate spending on nonessential services like digital inclusion and technology, 
Climate & Environmental Sustainability programs, education programs and housing 
programs to focus on core services such as public safety, removing homeless people from 
the streets and public areas, and infrastructure (streets, sidewalks, sewer, water, etc.).

5
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Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

My first priority is to retain the access and services we all have to the city's public libraries.  I 
realize that funding is tight, but I don't want to see the library lose the structural funding 
gains they JUST got back.

5

Stopping a 5 story building at Wardlow and Cerritos. Easing restrictions on window 
upgrades in historical districts.  5

Police fire and getting homeless out of the city 5
Paramedics 5
Fire and Police. Because of all the open spending on Drug users and homeless waste, I do 
not feel safe in LB 5

Fire department and emergency services 5
Engine 14 5
Sending homeless back to their hometown instead of polluting the city 5
This city is so messed up. The wasted spending on your pet projects has ruined this city. 
How many open buildings are there downtown? The wasted money on the homeless. It’s no 
wonder all the shops on Pine are closed. 2nd street is now a ghetto. Your lack of police and 
law enforcement has allowed this place to overrun with bad people. This place is 
embarrassing. Being from Long Beach used to a status symbol, no it’s a joke. 

5

Limit excessive parking on residential streets, by stopping ADU’s and overbuilding 
residential neighborhood; which is destroying Long Beach. 5

Eliminate all “climate change” initiatives. 5
NA 5
Please--the grafetti/tagging is out of control--also trash abatements along freeways.  Don't 
we have folks who need commuity service hours?  The recent orange wood chips are 
beautiful-such a lovely addition-thank you!        *Linden Avenue is in need of redoing, not 
simply potholes, there is so much traffice from Wardlow to Bixby Road.  Lots of heavy 
semitrucks do to the businesses cloes by, The Linden Club, etc.  Please repave. 

5

Library 5
Repair our crumpling streets! 5
Cleaning up the city to address the increase in trash and graffiti. 5
It is so important to have QOL officers in each District, as the homeless issue and trash as a 
result, are about to overwhelm the city. If a person refuses help and resources, they need to 
move on to another city.  It is time to be firm yet compassionate with these PEH, because 
they are devastating city land
With trash, feces, and drug use.  Move on or get help.

5

accountability for the massive revenue streams that long beach has but does not use for 
essential city services 5

Community grant program. This brings neighbors together and ultimately gives a pathway 
for citizens to get involved in their neighborhoods. 5

Veterans Services 5
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Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Repair the streets. 5
Traffic safety. It's terrifying to cross streets in this city. 5
Support immigrant communities. 5
Keep the NMPG program fully funded at least at FY2026 levels. Keep ALL LBPD QOL 
officers-no cuts. We need them now more than ever.  Minimize ANY cuts to Clean Teams, 
Litter Free LB, Sustainability, any department that directly handles cases logged on GOLB 
app. Basic quality of life services must be maintained. 

5

Fire and Police are the only essential services 5
Suzi Macy 5
When a building permit is issued, the inspection(s) to show that changes meet the building 
code should be done in a timely manor.  (Our church is rebuilding and has been waiting 
several months for an electrical inspection.)  If the inspections were paid for as part of the 
building permit, why won't someone come out to do the inspection?  This is costing the 
owner when they can't continue providing their services or use the building.

5

Clean up the park at the main library. It is such a beautiful park for kids to play but they can’t 
because it’s always populated by the homeless population. 5

So many homeless people! We want to feel safe in our city. Love our libraries and our parks!
5

Keeping CERT staffing at a manageable level. It was cut by 66% - far from the 20% goal of 
other departments.  It cannot function with just one person on the office. CERT can deploy 
not only in disaster, but at lower levels and places where the budget leaves a shortfall. Long 
Beach has trained 1000s of residents to help in times of disaster. Dont let that fall apart and 
have to start over. 

5

Safer public transportation. 5
give the union their raises. 5
Immigration support and protection. More resources to navigate and protect undocumented 
immigrants that are in good standing. 5

Protect public service jobs and the public safety functions of our Special Services Officers 
who protect our Airport, College, Jails, Civic Center and Marinas 5

Improving the quality of education and accessing to higher education 6
How about adding better pay for your City Employees? Who can't even afford to live in the 
city. Your downtown Beach Maintenance guys and ladies are "the face of the City". These 
workers cover the 6 mile stretch of beach, that exact 6 miles every tourists comes to see. 
Show some consideration for these individuals. You all can address the broken down bridge 
at Hill Street and Orange Avenue also.

6

Cooling locations during summer months, I need librarys to be open to bring my kids 6
Education and training to help people aged 30, 40, 50, etc. find jobs. 6
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Digital Comment Card Question 2 Responses Attachment C

Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Permanently affordable housing, through a Community Land Trust (CLT) model, is essential 
to the long-term health and stability of Long Beach. By holding land under community 
stewardship, a CLT guarantees lasting affordability, prevents displacement and 
homelessness, and keeps our diverse neighborhoods intact for generations.

6

Libraries! My family and I love all of the activities and classes and the fact that they are 
cooking centers with internet access is so helpful for people who work from home. I've also 
seen a lot of small local businesses saying they keep getting fines, we need to be 
supporting them and guiding them through how to acquire proper licensing not just handing 
out repeat fines. 

6

school crossing guards 6
Public Transit - invest more money from the City into the LBT budget. The city loves to talk 
about reducing speeding and eliminating traffic fatalities; the common sense solution is to 
make it easier for residents to use public transit at all hours of the day so fewer cars can be 
on the road.

6

Please continue the ongoing investment at Willow Springs Park to help the park reach its 
full potential. We need green spaces like this for our community to keep a connection with 
nature in our city.

7

Please continue the ongoing investment at Willow Springs Park through capital 
improvement projects to help the park reach its full potential. 
Knowing that the City is experiencing a shortfall for the fiscal year 2027 budget and cuts 
need to be made, a top priority should be to continue funding for Parks, Recreation and 
Marine's ability to keep Willow Springs Park (and all parks) clean and safe until the budget 
forecast improves.

7

Please continue the ongoing investment at Willow Springs Park through capital 
improvement projects to help the park reach its full potential. 7

Parking around Long Beach. Either enforcing permits , only 2 registered cars per household, 
or structures. Not just in DTLB. 7

Cal Fresh benefits (food subsidy) increase for seniors. 7
Education - Head Start program services for preschool children. 7
Funding for Historic Sites - Rancho Los Alamitos and Rancho Los Cerritos 8
Traffic enforcement of expired/no registration, illegally wrapped license plate, and missing 
license plate cars should be prioritized. There are a plethora of cars in Long Beach that 
have these issues and they should be taken off the road until corrected.

8

Library services for the community are the most important as they serve all facets of the 
community including our unhoused population.  Meanwhile spending an inordinate amount 
of money on a gate surrounding the central library helps no one

8

$3 million for the Long Beach Justice Fund 8
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Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Permanently affordable housing, through a Community Land Trust (CLT) model, is essential 
to the long-term health and stability of Long Beach. By holding land under community 
stewardship, a CLT guarantees lasting affordability, prevents displacement and 
homelessness, and keeps our diverse neighborhoods intact for generations.

8

I really care about public parks and access to spaces seen by the Parks and Rec 
department. 8

library services! 9 
Office of Veterans Services under Public Health 
Neighborhood Services and neighborhood resources, like the Neighborhood Leadership 
Program

9 

Improve our city's response to prostitution, human trafficking that is occurring near schools 
such as King Elementary in District 9 9 

Our libraries are CRUCIAL to the communities!!! They are pillars in every community and 
NEED the funding. They are one of the FEW free resources left available for our 
communities and need to be receiving more funding instead of getting budget cuts and staff 
laid off.

9 

Educacar a los niños y jóvenes a poner la basura en su lugar y mantener las calles limpias.
9 

N/A 9 
We need city workers assigned to all North Long Beach neighborhoods Monday-Friday to 
pick up trash and dumped items that are thrown out on the streets and sidewalks so 
regularly that it is impossible to keep up via the LB GO app. Please also add many more 
trash cans and trash pickup days to this area, and force businesses to clean their parking 
lots daily.

We also need the police to enforce fireworks laws in North Long Beach, especially on 
holidays. There are always illegal, extremely loud fireworks and we need help, as the 
neighborhood does not feel safe, and people with PTSD and animals are being affected.

9 

Public safety, there needs to be a flashing crosswalk on South St between Atlantic and 
Orange. There are no crosswalks of any kind during this long distance and people speed 
down the street. It's not safe for elderly, disabled, and children to cross. A crosswalk 
midway, like on California Ave is needed and overdue. 

9 

Free/accessible programs, internships, opportunities for youth. 9 
Neighborhood Leadership Program 9 
Prioritize education and educational services! Don't know
Please don’t cut library funding. The services libraries provide are critical to maintaining a 
literate and educated community and create access to essential resources we all need to 
thrive. 

Don't know

Nose Don't know
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Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Fix the parking crisis due to the construction of new apartment complex and the influx of 
people that have moved to Long Beach. There is not enough parking for everyone. Every 
block has someone parked on red, close to crosswalks and even double parking. Don't know

Fire and public safety response times Don't know
Fire/police keep neighborhoods safe! Not cutting resources. Don't know
Please continue investment in Willow Springs Park, one of just a few remaining natural 
spaces in the City. Don't know

N/A Don't know
Cutting any fire resources as well as police resources is absolutely abandoning your 
community. We do not live in a safe community in Long Beach and to think that we can go 
without fire in place is absolutely ignorant. 

Don't know

Please address the speeding and how many people have been killed this hear alone Don't know
All of these services are important - cut funding to the police department - libraries and first 
responders like firefighters are essential Don't know

More enforcement of traffic/moving violations. Don't know
C l Don't know
Fire and Police Don't know
There are more than 5 essentials listed above; why can't we choose ten? Don't know
PLEASE do not cut budgets for libraries or parks and rec classes and programs. I am a 
frequent patron of the library and take ceramics classes at Bixby Park. These community 
resources are crucial for so many people. 

Don't know

Real help for homeless people. Housing first instead of just pushing people through useless 
programs that just take money and do nothing but provide interim shelter. Tax empty homes 
. Most homeless people are disabled and will never be able to work and afford a home. We 
can do better. Many of us want to help and have the skills to if only our actual government 
would do something . What happened to all the money 

Don't know

LIBRARIES Don't know
None Don't know
Medical responses by the fire department are life saving. How can we cut that!?? The fact 
that is even a question is just laughable. Don't know

Keep investment groups and foreigners from buying all of the homes. There is not a housing 
shortage. We don't need to build more homes. Don't know

Emergency Medical Response Don't know
Stop the ADUs in neighborhoods. It is greatly effecting those our neighborhoods and 
parking. Stop putting in bike lanes that no one uses reducing driving lanes and causing 
more congestion.

Don't know

Parking Enforcement Don't know
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Response
Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Less loud helicopters disrupting my sleep in the middle of the night. The most frustrating 
noises I hear come from police and military helicopters. Give that money to providing 
housing, food, health services, and environmental protection and tree planting for cooler 
summers.

Don't know

Clean bike lanes Don't know
Public Safety - Nuisance abatement programs to address loitering, illegal drug activity, 
excessive noise, and illegally dumped items Don't know

Access To City Services/Preservation of City Processes Don't know
Save the El Dorado Nature Center staffing and hours of operation. They already operate on 
a shoestring budget. Their budget should be increased, not cut. It is an essential asset to so 
many people, thousands of visitors, as a place of beauty, relaxation, and peace in these 
times of high stress.

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Public Transport and Bikeability
Don't live in 
Long Beach

Public safety resources should not be diminished. Safety should be of upmost importance to 
the City. Don't live in 

Long Beach

Defund the police and return that money to the rest of the public services listed above. We 
are in a deficit which you claim to care so much about, yet we are still investing millions into 
the police budget and allowing "opportunity" for defense contractors, instead we could 
address our current homeless and safety issues by having programs like the library to build 
literacy rates (that is drastically falling since COVID and dwindling public education 
resources) and after school programs that statistically lead to children pursuing higher 
education which increases economic mobility. Smarter people, better cities. Cops only 
address crime after it has committed, they do not prevent crime. Having more cops does not 
mean there will be less crime, just more people will be policed instead of having that money 
go toward libraries and after school programs. It could go to libraries, parks, and resources 
that can help people find employment and higher education opportunities.

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Code Enforcement
Neighborhood Resources and Historic Preservation
Neighborhood Microgrant Opportunities

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Firefighters needed to be protected 
Don't live in 
Long Beach

Transportation infrastructure maintenance. 
Don't live in 
Long Beach
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DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 2

"If a service(s) that is most essential to you is not listed above, please describe below."

Pay your employees a proper wage so that they can afford to shop and live in the city of 
Long Beach Don't live in 

Long Beach

City of Long Beach employee wages and working conditions.
Don't live in 
Long Beach

Increased staffing and funding for the animal shelter and animal control officers. Increase 
shelter staff wages for better retention, including the Officers that are extremely underpaid 
when compared to equivalent agencies. Officers cycle through to go to higher paying cities, 
leaving the city’s residents angry about response times and inadequate staffing to patrol 
parks. Shelter staffing (Kennels, office, and rehoming departments) are excessively short 
and underpaid causing a lot of burn out. The shelter is an emotionally taxing place, that 
NEEDS more support from the city so staff and volunteers can continue the incredible work 
they do.

Don't live in 
Long Beach
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Digital Comment Card Question 3 Responses Attachment D

Response Council 
District

As a resident of District 1, I would like the City to maintain funding for the libraries and 
seniors. I see funding already being taken away from libraries at a national and state level 
and it seems unfair to take funding away from libraries which are already such a small 
portion of the budget.

1

Jesus Esparza 1
Preserve the Neighborhood Leadership Program. 1
City employees that can take a pay cut should.  We all benefit when we make sacrifices for 
others. 1

We should be spending money on actual things to help residents. So much of our money is 
wasted on homelessness. We keep pretending like they want housing. Most of them do not. 
They are drug addicts and mentally ill. They belong in treatment or hospitals; jail if they 
refuse help. 

1

Tom Modica needs to be replace! The city budget needs to be audited 1
Libraries are essential community centerpieces, not just for entertainment, but for education, 
community care, and services that promote access to spaces that people would otherwise 
not afford. 

1

Please consider the wraparound services the library provides to our shared community and 
how cutting services to LBPL will exacerbate many of the existing problems listed above. 1

Balance the budget; repay borrowed emergency funds 1
Thank you for your thorough budget report and presentation! I understand the LBPD and fire 
are essential to the community, it would be helpful to know how the department(s) allocates 
its funding internally. I trust you all know that simply hiring more and investing more in public 
safety is not enough— in fact, it may be counter productive if the workforce or technology is 
not adequately trained or use it to be in the best interest of the people.

1

I think a greater effort can be made to redistribute funds to the police to community welfare 
and services. Tom mentioned that $500,000 funds an entire library for 1 year, and just 1 fully 
kitted out officer costs $300,000. The vast disproportion highlights a values misalignment 
between a city that says it loves it's residents and the reality that we won't spend the money 
to care for them. 

1

Unfortunately, you're going to have to cut the transitional living programs to cut out the bad 
actors. There are some really shady housing navigator services out there partnering with 
some shadier property managers. I would love to see more extensive public safety video 
surveillance so it's not always on individuals to report violent activity. 

1

Please do not cut library staffing or services. Education is important, now more than ever, 
and libraries provide everyone with access and the means to expand their knowledge. We 
should be funding libraries fully! 

1

Stop giving homeless services money until they get more results with what they already have
1

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

1
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Response Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

Do not cut library hours or staffing levels. 1
The city is missing out on a ton of revenue by failing to enforce existing laws. If parking laws 
were more consistently enforced, and fines collected, wouldn’t that help with revenue? 1

Consider enforcing already in effect regulations that can generate income such as parking 
enforcement 1

Youth investment is library services and park services! 1
You can tell a lot about a government based on its budget, especially during lean times. It's 
admirable that cuts were spread across all departments, but focusing on equity in that lens 
lead to a budget that was inequitable to the City's most disadvantage and vulnerable. Cuts 
to Libraries and Homeless Services are regressive and have an out sized impact on the 
most vulnerable citizens in our society. Children that need a safe space to wait for their 
parents who are working are denied a place where they can simply be. Shelter from the 
elements is denied from those with nowhere else to go in the face of our changing climate. 
Cuts to homeless services place even more strain and burden on our librarians who already 
shoulder and incredible load and will be asked to take on even more. 

1

Redistribute some of the money allocated to the police and put that towards meeting the 
community's needs, which will help lower crime rates for poverty crimes (stealing, illegal 
substance use, etc)

1

I think this city is overcome with an inherit greed and entitlement to a "beach town" 
aesthetic. We are too easily caping to NIMBY ideologies that would have the unhoused, and 
poor shipped somewhere else, or jailed because they do not align with a "pleasing" 
aesthetic, and people have lost their humanity and see them as trash, not people. When we 
are seeing cities like new york faced with MASSIVE budget deficits come out even, easily 
and quickly it lifts the politicians facade. It's actually NOT as hard as you make it look. But, 
greed has sickened you. A library is a sacred thing. A hub for community, learning, comfort 
and acceptance. Something that does not make money but makes a strong community. I am 
so certain there is some sort of rotten bloated police budget being passed that eats in to one 
that could go to use paying library employees and doing something useful but not lucrative 
for the community. City government is corrupt and wants to pay evil racist cops to abuse 
people so we can have a false idea that this is some sort of shiny utopia. Get a backbone, 
NOW. Do not cut the library funding.

1

In times of economic scarcity, the public library is one of the most important institutions that 
exists. Please don't cut back any more on its services! 1

It is appalling how Long Beach brands itself as diverse, progressive, and inclusive when we 
have not seen active support for communities impacted by ICE raids. Support includes 
providing safe spaces like the libraries. 

1

The city needs to keep the community safe and streets needs repair 1

2
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DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

Library funding is a top priority, as is truly affordable housing 1
Support the libraries and NLP! 1
Why is law enforcement 40% whereas everything else is getting cut? 1
 I do not support the current proposed police department's budget and it's very concerning 
that the city's plan to get ready for the upcoming 2028 Olympics is to give more money to 
the police. It seems like the Olympics is trying to use Long Beach Police to rid the streets of 
homeless people to make downtown more attractive to visiting tourists. I want the city to 
invest in essential public health services and our public libraries!

1

The state of the city budget should not be balanced at the cost of non management staff.
1

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside.

1

Fire.Tom.Modica. 1
Please do not defund the public libraries!!!! 2
Leave the libraries alone!! 2
It’s important to me that libraries remain open at their current hours, as one of our only 
remaining indoor public spaces. Maintaining current programming is important as well to 
many families and residents as a source of education. 

2

If we cannot get a handle on CRIME. No one will come to this City and only the poor will 
exist. It will deteriorate and lose people that grew up in LB. 2

With the onslaught of laws across the country aimed at defunding and weakening or public 
library system, it seems unconscionable that the city of Long Beach would allow it's public 
library system to be defunded. We voted in this city council to fight for the public, not let 
libraries die.

2

Libraries are vital to our communities. Please do not cut funding for them. 2
It would be good to know how much public input affects the end result.  A comparison of the 
initial proposed documents and the changes influenced by the people. 2
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DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

Everything in our country is changing rapidly, and working-class communities—especially 
those already underrepresented—are feeling the impact of widespread budget cuts. Cities 
must operate within the budgets they are given, but they also have a responsibility to protect 
programs that are proven, effective, and make a real difference in people’s lives. Across the 
nation, politics has shifted toward funding “pet projects” that serve political agendas rather 
than community needs. Long Beach has always been different. This city has prided itself on 
being close knit, community centered, and committed to uplifting its residents. Eliminating 
the Neighborhood Leadership Program would signal that Long Beach is beginning to follow 
a troubling national trend: disregarding the everyday citizens who make our neighborhoods 
strong. NLP is one of the few programs that genuinely empowers residents, builds 
leadership, strengthens community bonds, and supports the people who are too often 
overlooked. Cutting it would not only harm those residents—it would weaken the very fabric 
of our city.

2

Those in charge absolutely need to be LISTENING to the COMMUNITY and people of Long 
Beach. We DO NOT want more surveillance, we DO NOT want more ridiculous high rise 
housing disguised as affordable, we DO NOT want to keep wasting our taxes on the highly 
overfunded police force, we DO NOT want anymore aerospace companies in our city. We 
want a safe, affordable, secure, small-business friendly city that keeps its integrity and soul 
in these authoritarian times. 

2

Please continue to maintain—if not increase—library staffing levels and hours. 2
Elimination of fire engine 14 is unacceptable, dangerous, and not based on budget realities. 
Measure LB represents a legitimate recurring funding source that voters approved (passed 
in 2024 with over 80% voter approval). I would like to see transparency and accountability 
regarding those revenues (projected $15M annually), particularly as they relate to the AES 
facility. This public safety funding is sustainable and represents the costs to public safety of 
these BESS facilities that are coming in and setting up shop in Long Beach. These private 
corporations should be contributing to the investment in increasing fire resources (NOT 
eliminating Engine 14) to satisfy the dangerously high risk of what these plants/ battery 
storage facilities impose on our city.

2

Please invest in our children and families. Thank you for all you do 2
I’d like to look at the balance of funding for social wellness programs versus the budget for 
police. We need spaces that help educate and provide safety for those in need such as 
libraries, affordable housing, and programs for kids. 

2

We have to do something about the homeless population, particularly those with mental 
health issues 2
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Youth programming is very important as it prevents crime and it's a positive place for youth 
and teens to gather so programs staffing should not be cut in PRM as these programs are 
vital to keep in the city safe

2

Public safety, Police and Fire are the number one priority.  Programs for the Homeless 
should be at the bottom...The safety of ALL Long Beach residents is the number one reason 
for our taxes.  Make it so!!!!

2

While eliminating vacant positions throughout the city makes sense and reducing programs 
that are underutilized, it is not ok to be demote people in administrative positions when they 
have worked hard to be qualified and/or promoted to the those positions.  Reducing their 
income makes it impossible for them to live in this city.  Also, reducing any library services 
or programs is unacceptable and must not happen.  Libraries are an essential resource and 
necessary for children to have safe spaces to go to and where they can have access to 
books and cultural activities.  In addition, I strongly oppose reduction in cultural programs at 
Homeland and especially to the elimination of a Public Health Nurse and Mental health 
workers and services.  We need more mental health services in the city, not less.  People 
need quicker and more efficient access to housing assistance when they're unhoused, not 
less.  Mental health problems increase homelessness and crime in the city and a major way 
to reduce that is to provide more services, not reduce or cut them.  To make up budget 
shortfalls, the mayor, city manager and Chicago m City council members should start by 
reducing their compensation packages.  Finally, in what way does it make fiscally 
responsible sense, to eliminate public safety and firefighting positions by using overtime 
staffing which costs substantially more than regular staffing would?

2

it’s concerning that you want to shut down fire station 14 even though that’s not in my district 
it will affect the response time for my local fire station station two 2

Glad to see nuisance abatement on the list. Sad to see slum lords taking advantage 
2

keep libraries funded! 2
The library should not have their hours and staff cut shorter. It is such a valuable resource 
that everyone benefits from. The council really needs to rethink this and reconsider what 
they’re doing.

2

Libraries are incredibly important to our communities, keep our libraries funded! 2
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Is the Vibe of Vibe City Illiteracy? For a city like ours, of nearly half a million people to have 
the libraries closed two days a week and cutting back services like its Detroit in '08 is 
humiliating. Allow me to suggest a few thuddingly obvious alternatives to Manager Modica's 
proposal.  The police budget has remained conspicuously plush. Perhaps we should assess 
the wisdom of paying for jet fuel in an oil crisis with the city's police helicopters who's 
efficacy in crime prevention and suspect capture over neighborhoods has never been 
proven. Though I don't doubt it's a lot of fun for them it seems a bit of a splurge to use 
outside the port and coast in a time of evidently financial crisis. Not to mention we outfit 
them on the road with Ford Explorers which get 18 miles to the gallon.  But I know this city 
government will never consider reductions to Tom Modica’s own salary increase or the 
police budget, though it is our most expensive area of expenditure, so I direct your attention 
to another. Our thousands of vacant retail storefronts and office spaces present a twofold 
opportunity for easing what ails our budget. When Coldwell Banker cries buffalo tears to the 
Long Beach Post that they simply cannot find anyone, anyone at all to rent their poor poor 
vacant office spaces they are only revealing half their cards. The investment portfolio real 
estate firms that own the vast majority of our vacant commercial spaces cannot find anyone 
to rent their spaces at their prices.  What they will never admit to the news, or you council, 
or to the face of every single entrepreneur in this city is that they don't like the market 
clearing price of real estate in long beach so they just refuse to participate. The commercial 
vacancy rate can no longer be blamed on the recession or the pandemic, its a complete 
failure of council to wield their own power.  You do not owe them a positive return on 
investment. If they bought high and the market can't sustain the rental prices they wish were 
tenable, that's life. You do not owe them a positive return on investment. Your obligation is 
to us. These are companies large enough to hold the city hostage for years on end until 
another sufficiently large company comes through to lease.  A vacancy penalty which you all 
have the power to enact, would solve this. Either we earn revenue from the penalty or they 
yield and rent at prices people in this city will pay and you earn, oh I don’t know, new 
business license fees and all that sales tax we're missing out on!! We have the high sales 
tax, make it easier to make, sales!  Cutting the public library to plug the budget, give me a 
break. 

2

It's ridiculous that library services are at risk of being cut. The library provides essential 
services and resources to our diverse community. Cutting jobs at the library will directly 
affect the services provided to the community. Cutting 5 library clerks and 4 library 
assistants will completely devastate the library. LBPL is already short-staffed because of 
prior budget cuts in the past. Shame on the city for even thinking of cutting library funding. 
Use some common sense and understand the library is the most important resource we 
have during these crazy times.

2

Many of the aforementioned choices are pertinent to running and maintaining a safe city for 
all citizens. Please cut unnecessary staff, such as mayor assistants, instead. 2

Please focus on residents of LBs needs and NOT the Olympics (just saying) 2
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Thank you for your hard work I know it’s hard to make these choices and present them and 
then deal with the public. Please reduce the police budget, do not purchase a new helicopter 
this year, maintain the parks and libraries and do not close the nature center an extra day of 
the week. Take from the police they can cut more vacant positions we are doing okay. 

2

Please increase the parks and rec community classes & LB library budget. Decrease the 
public safety/police budget to do so. 2

We need more library funding and less police & flock camera funding 2
Emphasize funding for education, libraries, and youth services. Redirect police funding if 
necessary 2

Our library programs and positions should not be defunded while policing is increased. 
People rely on these public services, and you only aim to make the city more hostile by 
removing essential services for all residents, housed and unhoused. 2

Long Beach should look into eliminating the Health Dept and partner with LA County to 
provide services instead. The Long Beach Health Dept is grossly underfunded, understaffed 
and unable to provide adequate levels of services, yet its share of the city budget could 
provide significant relief to the structural deficit. Economies of scale could be achieved with 
County-provided services, and overall quality of provided services would actually likely 
improve.

2

The city is spending about a million dollars on the VIP park. That money could be used to 
help fund police and fire and library. 2

Prioritize Drug Addiction & Homelessness. 2
Thank you for the difficult and thoughtful decision-making that is going into the process.

2

Investing in public infrastructure and public spaces are foundational to strong communities. 
We can't cut library hours or library workers! 2

Police get an excess amount of money and hurt the community at large. Deliver real results, 
defund the police. Fund Education and Public Health 2

Time to get in line with the feds.  Quit feeding the FSA and using LBC as a stepping stone to 
liberal politics 2

I am disappointed and surprised you guys are cutting our first responders 2
The long beach public library should not be subject to budget cuts when their budget is 
already miniscule. Their services are essential to the community and other departments 
should be cut so the library can maintain the current level of open hours and staffing. 2

Why are we increasing police spending again? We should be increasing services that 
actually provide shelter and bathrooms for the unhoused and expanding community 
wellness programs. The police aren’t doing anything to solve actual problems this city faces. 
Invest back in the community, not the police. 

2
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It concerns me that while so many of our neighbors are living on the street that the budget is 
largely focusing on “public safety” through an increase in funding for police officers.  I think 
the funds should aim to be a resource for people who need support, not a means to punish 
people who don’t have access to the support they need.  I think increasing policing while 
ignoring the public safety issue of lack of housing and public services for unhoused people.

2

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside. 

2

Giving a billion dollars to the cops is what got us in to this mess. Do not sacrifice the 
workers who make the city great for the sake of PD. 2

Tourism is one of Long Beach’s largest economic engines. That said, it should be a priority 
to keep our city clean and safe. This in turn also provides better quality of life for our 
residents. Placemaking, urban landscaping, roads etc may not seem like essential services, 
but clean and safe streets retain clean and safe neighborhoods. The public realm should 
match the commercial and housing costs of living here and attracting visitors. 

2

Please find a way to preserve staffing at the libraries. 2
I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside. 

2
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CANCEL LA28!!!! I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's 
budget. At a time where our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire 
cuts, we should not be spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and 
the police department continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics 
as reasons to increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in 
a city with a militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of 
investing in housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep 
encampments and harass anyone sleeping outside.   I do not support the current proposed 
police department's budget and it's very concerning that the city's plan to get ready for the 
upcoming 2028 Olympics is to give more money to the police. It seems like the Olympics is 
trying to use Long Beach Police to rid the streets of homeless people to make downtown 
more attractive to visiting tourists. I want the city to invest in housing, education, and mental 
health services. I want crisis response teams, open libraries that are fully staffed, and actual 
affordable housing.

2

In general anything to keep people housed, money in tenant protections. I.e. a rent freeze, 
eliminate substantial remodeling from eviction reasons.  Increase the Funding of the justice 
fund supported by Orale.

2

Cutting the budgets of incredibly important services like the library will be detrimental to our 
city. Literacy rates are already so low, and those who work in those posts are already 
stretched thin. It is despicable that we are even thinking of cutting such vital programs yet 
seems to have all the money in the world for big events that don’t actually improve our 
communities. 

3

Pedestrian and bicyclist safety needs to remain a priority supported by ongoing speed 
reduction programs 3

Maintain public safety, do what Orange County does with homeless and just move them 
along.  We don't have money to spend on them. 3

Long Beach should not be shutting down fire engine 14 especially considering Olympics are 
coming and AES is in that area and should be paying to support the fire safety resources 
they rely on to protect the community. 

3

Public Safety is paramount and must be the last thing cut.  Not all departments are equal. 
3

Fire, EMS and Police services must be the last services cut.  3
I hope measure B funds can be used to offset cut in the Ranchos’ budgets.  3
I do think reducing emplymyees is a good option for reducing the budget. It may be better to 
reduce pay for high earning roles.  3
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I notice the general fund is only 18% of the city's budget.  It used to be 21%.  And out of the 
$737M appropriated, $568M goes to salaries and benefits, and buried in the noise, $40M is 
snuck out to other funds, so the real appropriation is less than $700M.  A lot of cleanup can 
get done on $40M.  It's a joke.  A small part of a small part of the budget goes to public 
works and you people can't even keep our city clean. And not only that, but the entry box for 
this is one continuous line.  This should be the biggest box.

3

How is it that the Energy and Environmental Services budget was $190 million, and the 27 
proposed budget is over $1,000,000,000, yes that over a billion dollars.  And you can't keep 
the city clean of weeds and trash in the public areas.

3

Why is it city leaders are never held accountable for the mess that they create. How about 
spending less money on programs that do nothing for our city except for create more havoc 
create more homeless create more crimes.

3

Start looking at city management on mismanagement of city funds! 3
It seems that the FY 27 budget only highlights the mismanagement of finances by the city 
and the inability to provide essential services to the residence of Long Beach 3

be in a 30 year residence of Long Beach I’ve been through numerous budget crisis and 
every time it’s the same thing let’s cut fire. Let’s cut police and every time you cut them 
crime goes up and it takes paramedics longer to get to emergency calls. How about 
outsourcing trash public works health department to the county

3

The general fund does not work 3
Eliminating the fire engine at station 14 would be detrimental to district 3, specifically the 
AES plant and the over 1000 new residential units being built at PCH and 2nd.  With 
response times already delayed, this could be disastrous should a major/unusual 
occurrence/emergency situation occur here on the east side of the. The recent Garden 
Grove incident should be a reminder and a warning for why this is important.  

3

Fire Engines are essential services that my tax dollars should go toward.  Do not endanger 
me or my neighborhood, who by the way are paying the highest property taxes, for other non 
essential services

3

do NOT cut library hours or storytime for the love of god moms with young kids have it hard 
enough. And keep it up with the homeless clean ups it’s been better lately but still nobody 
wants to see them running around acting crazy 

3

Maintaining fire truck response at station 14 to protect the citizens of university park estates, 
trailer park, GIANT new buildings at PCH and beyond is essential.  AES is an unknown 
entity that could threaten our homes to fire.  Also if the wetlands were ever to catch fire, 
prevailing winds would wipe us out without a rapid response.  

3
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Obviously difficult decisions have to be made - but removing fire truck cover from station 14 
is concerning given the 1200 additional housing units being developed and the AES plant 
basically across the street from my house.  A fire or explosion there will directly impact me. 3

We cannot afford to reduce Fire and Police resources. The city puts its citizens at too much 
risk. The number of residents continues to grow but resources continue to be cut. Money is 
being wasted in other sectors of the general fund.

3

The number of Quality of Life officers should be increased rather than reduced.  They 
provide an essential service to residents, businesses and unhoused 3

if city officials would stop over spending and relying on federal funding, we wouldn’t be in the 
situation again. 3

As a longtime Long Beach resident with family and friends throughout the city, I am deeply 
concerned about the proposed closure of Engine 14. The residents and businesses in this 
community have already experienced significant impacts from the closure of Fire Station 14 
during its remodel, including extended response times and reduced emergency-service 
availability. The community has now endured years of these challenges, and the proposed 
closure of Engine 14 would further compromise the level of fire and emergency protection 
available to the area.  This is not simply a budgetary issue—it is a public-safety issue. 
Removing an engine company from this area will increase response times and place 
additional demands on surrounding stations that will be required to respond from farther 
away. In an emergency, those additional minutes can have serious consequences for 
residents, firefighters, and property.  The area served by Engine 14 includes a significant 
population of elderly residents, as well as several critical and high-occupancy facilities, 
including the AES power plant, the VA Long Beach Healthcare System, Wilson High School, 
the Lagoon, and Marine Stadium. These locations present unique risks and reinforce the 
need for a properly staffed and strategically located fire engine.  Replacing an engine with a 
Rescue unit does not provide the same level of fire suppression capability or operational 
capacity. A Rescue is not an equivalent replacement for an engine company, particularly 
when considering the types of emergencies and potential large-scale incidents that can 
occur in this area.  I strongly urge the City to reconsider the proposed closure of Engine 14 
and recognize the importance of maintaining adequate fire protection resources in this 
community. Long Beach residents deserve timely and reliable emergency response, and 
further reducing resources in an area that has already experienced prolonged service 
disruptions is neither responsible nor acceptable.  Public safety should remain a priority 
when making budget decisions. I respectfully ask the City Council to maintain Engine 14 and 
ensure that the residents of this community continue to receive the level of fire and 
emergency protection they deserve.

3

Against fire engine in University Park Estates Neighborhood 3
We need to fund education. Full stop. 3
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For the amount of property tax that we pay living near CSULB, we should have a fire truck 
and paramedic van at our local fire station. We should not be punished just because we 
don’t use emergency services at a high volume.

3

I urge you not to cut the budget for public libraries. Libraries are a gift to communities, and 
one of few public spaces available for people to gather together, particularly young people. 
Access to books, caring staff, learning materials, and other resources is vital to the well 
being of residents. As a parent and an educator, this issue is vitally important to me, and I 
will remember the outcome of this decision when it comes time for the next local election. 

3

Don’t cut public safety 3
I feel very passionately about not cutting funds to three departments: Libraries, Health and 
Human Services, and Fire and EMT services. The Library serves as a lifepresever when 
people are falling or have fallen. People who are experiencing homelessness can access 
internet and social servcies at the library. Adults can get help with job searches and 
resumes at the library. Low-income parents can bring their children to the libray and 
experience world-class programming meant to inspire, entertain, and encourage 
socialization. Children can also get homework help. Library resources and workers are 
some of the best preventative measures we have against educational inequality and the 
loneliness epidemic. I volunteer in the libraries and not one day goes by where I do not see 
how they make a profound and positive financial or social impact on patrons. Cutting off 
library funding basically sends the message that a large portion of our city's residents simply 
don't deserve a quality future or sense of community.  

3

Has the city manager or the city Council members thought of doing a golden handshake for 
any of the classic Cal PERS  employees? Instead of laying off/firing individuals and losing 
resources they should offer a golden handshake and save millions of dollars at the same 
time removing the most expensive employees.. after doing some research on the cities HR 
website apparently they did this 2008/2009. I know in my company they’ve done that in the 
past instead of firing or laying off individuals it just makes sense.

3

The library hours and staff must not be reduced any further. You cannot maintain a 
community without supporting the community with free, safe, public access to resources: 
resources that libraries provide, such as shelter from the heat, educational services, 
computer and internet access, technology support, and more..

3

The proposed budget MUST include rapid response fire and police, for safety!  Planting 
trees and keeping streets in repair is important, but safety of the community should always 
remain #1!🙏🙏🙏🙏

3

Cut the paychecks of the top earners and give it back to the city and the city workers.
3
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With LBUSD cutting back on library services, I think the city should find ways to expand 
library access rather than cutting hours. 3

I’m concerned about the closure of engine 14 and how it will impact the safety to my 
neighborhood we need engine 14 to stay open especially since this area will be hosting a 
majority of the Olympics games. Closing engine 14 will be a very poor decision on behalf of 
the city in putting peoples lives at risk.

3

Do not remove Engine 14 3
Provide safety and rapid services to our neighborhood. Fully open road and maintain Engine 
14 3

We need to maintain adequate fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 
in the 90814 area 3

We need to maintain adequate fire protection/prevention services and emergency response 
in the 90814 area 3

Do we really need street sweeping every week? We could save money by going to every 
other week or even once a month. 3

Cutting library access ripples out and negatively impacts our community. The library 
provides a safe, free location for ALL citizens—children, teens, families, seniors, those in 
need—to access education, connection, relief from the heat, technology, mental health 
services, and more. It's the heartbeat of our community. Limiting the library's ability to 
function at full capacity is a detriment to our city. Additionally, cutting homeless services is 
one of the WORST decisions you could make. These people are our most vulnerable 
population, and deserve prioritized care and support. Mental health services, shelter, 
education/job training, care packs, proactive outreach, hub support, and wraparound 
services are critical. Finally, in a time when we should be prioritizing the care of our 
parks—for social connection, mitigating urban heat, natural beauty, outdoor activities, air 
quality, improving daily life, and more—the proposed cuts are dangerous and harmful. 
Society flourishes when people are cared for. When our people are supported, they are 
happier, healthier, and more equipped to contribute. Libraries, parks, and homeless services 
are key social support systems that deserve more funding, not less. 

3

Going right after the libraries, an educational resource available to all, demonstrates a lack 
of values. Plus, attacking police & fire. All in an attempt to keep fear mongering to get more 
taxes. What about the extra staff positions the mayor added? Or the debacle with the tiny 
houses? Or, or, or??? 

3

Please keep Engine 14 open and keep our library access the same! These services are so 
important. 3

We wouldn't have all the proposed cutbacks if the city took the much needed federal funding.
3

The budget should prioritize public safety. 3
Be fiscally responsible and balance the budget. Don't raise taxes. 3
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Hate seeing cuts to the library and parks/programs.   Theses programs are the life blood for 
our kids and seniors especially.   Keeping opportunities for youth to stay active and involved 
has shown to improve truancy and lower crime.  Rather than fund Flock cameras,  which I 
am opposed to, spend the money on resources for the citizens of Long Beach instead of 
surveillance. 

3

I wanna know where all our money went and I want to know why there’s so much corruption 
happening in our city 3

We can't continue to cut necessities like police and fire. Stop spending money on pride 
crosswalks if you can't maintain a budget. 3

Improve public safety buget as far as traffic safety and its enforcement 3
Mayor lacks empathy for failing small business 3
As a resident of Naples I am wholeheartedly against a reduction of fire services through the 
elimination of Engine 14. This will directly impact fire response to my community, putting 
myself and my family at increased risk.

3

The current library hours at Burnett on Monday from 12-7 have been essential for our 
children’s homeschooling education. Thanks to the Family Learning Center my kids have 
been able to get free access to a precessional private tutor who has effectively taught both 
my children ages 6 & 7 years old how to read. Cutting off these hours would take away this 
resources which is not available in any other library. Ms Lala is a muiltilingual educator with 
decades of experience and losing her on this specific day would leave a lot of families 
behind. In representation of our homeschooling group composed of 43 Long Beach 
multilingual families we’d like to demand that the library hours stay are they currently are. 
We can’t afford less hours.

3

Less money for police and more money for libraries, education, and roads. 3
Please do not take away Fire Engine 14 from District 3. This is an incredibly short-sighted 
move, especially considering that the City is pushing so much development in our area that 
will need to be covered by Engine 14 as well (at least three massive complexes in the region 
of Marina Drive and Studebaker). 

3

I am specifically writing in to address the proposed removal of Fire Engine 14 from District 
3. This is a terrible idea. That Fire Engine covers a huge number of homes, and the number 
of residences is set to explode with the City-approved building of residential complexes in 
the 2nd & PCH area

3

I am concerned that Fire Engine 14 is supposed to be removed from my District 3. This Fire 
Engine is important to our neighborhood, and takes care of many nearby neighborhoods. 
Please don't remove our Fire Engine

3
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As an Alamitos Heights resident, I am writing to express my strong concern over proposed 
cuts to our public safety infrastructure—specifically the elimination of Fire Engine 14 at 
Station 14, 59 police officer positions, and 4 Quality of Life officers. While I acknowledge the 
Fire Department's analysis suggesting Engine 14 handles a lower call volume than central 
engines, reducing emergency response capacity in southeast Long Beach ignores our rapid 
growth. With approximately 1,200 new housing units in development near 2nd & PCH and 
the AES battery storage expansion on Studebaker Road, local demand and risk factors are 
increasing, not decreasing. Just this week, Station 14 responded within minutes to a house 
fire on Santiago Avenue in our neighborhood—proving how crucial local response times are. 
Furthermore, with the city's 2026 Point in Time Count showing a 3.7% increase in 
homelessness, removing 4 Quality of Life officers who handle specialized outreach is 
counterproductive. When residents call 911 or request city assistance, they expect rapid, 
effective responses. Protecting this public safety capacity must remain a priority as the City 
balances its budget.

3

Fire Department and Police Department are essential services for the city. Without them, 
our community is not safe and the citizens cannot enjoy the luxuries that the city has to offer 
if they are not safe. 

3

Please Do Not Eliminate Engine #14 3
At page 304 of the budget under the City manager's budget, restore the budget line item for 
the Ethics Officer.  This position needs to be called out by name to demonstrate the 
commitment to ethics as mandated by the electorate by the charter amendment establishing 
the Ethics Commission.  Do not leave it to Special Projects or some other general category.  
To do so, would be a disservice to the intent of the electorate.

3

We must do a deep dive into how the funds are being used to address our homeless 
situation. It only seems to be getting worse and I fear, we are just dumping money down the 
drain by using ineffective processes or bureaucracy  

3

stop building new soccer fields, pride districts, and cultural memorials until the city has 
taken care of the basic necessities. 3

*Effective* outreach to and with our communities has been sorely limited, such that those 
providing input can’t be even remotely considered effective representation. Community orgs 
and neighborhood associations can be integral to this going forward. Please harness such. 3
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"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

Why is the city spending so much on the Peninsula. It cost the city a million dollars annually 
to move sand to prevent flooding to a block of homes. This is NOT equity but rather catering 
to the private properties. The residents of these homes should pay for this service. The 
amount of diesel that is emitted into the air to create the berms is destroying our 
environment. Use this money and the $14 million dollars for moving sand in the area to 
safely measures like firefighters and police officers. 

3

The decision made to opt out of continuing the WRAP afterschool program was not up for 
discussion. Not listed in any PRM commission agenda. Not listed in any city council agenda. 
What was the decision making and process to opt out and why? WRAP is a program funded 
on a multi million grant. How was the program still relying on general funds? The lack of 
transparency and communication from the City on this decision has been disappointing and 
heartbreaking especially for all employees, communities and families affected by this 
decision. 

3

Prioritize our children - safety, health, wellbeing.  We did them a number during Covid - we 
owe it to them.  Show that we as a city and community care about protecting children and 
supporting their healthy growth and thriving.  Keep up our parks, libraries, schools; keep our 
communities safe; help working parents and families with free or low cost high quality 
childcare; keep up the activities and spaces that provide children and teens access to 
healthy activities that encourage their growth and thriving.  Get them off of screens and out 
in parks, playing outside, or reading books.

3

To me so many of these items should be a priority where it impacts the health, safety and 
welfare of Long Beach residents. 3

Keep Fire Station 14 3
I am concerned about the outsized share of the budget currently dedicated to our police 
department under the current budget proposals, and would like to see some of the budget 
reallocated to our libraries, housing, public health, and parks. The city has spent the past 
few years prioritizing hiring public safety employees, resulting in disproportionate staffing 
increases compared to other departments, and the current budget proposals effectively 
trade those past increases against decreases in other departments. Our police officers are 
necessary to address crime, but that is not the only contributing element to quality of life. 
Housing, schools, and public infrastructure are what make people decide to move to Long 
Beach, as opposed to other cities in the area. Similarly, parks, libraries, and public 
programming encourage residents and neighbors to spend their time and money here, 
instead of elsewhere in the county. I worry that by cutting necessary services, we risk a self-
reinforcing spiral of contracting budgets. I ask the city council to please reevaluate, and 
prioritize community service budget items more highly. 

3
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This is implied in the categories above, but I strongly support permanent funding from the 
General Fund Budget for the Community Crisis Response Team. 3

Community Crisis Response Team should be fully funded and expanded. This is a critical 
public safety program. 3

DONT CUT THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RESOURCES. 3
Just a few years ago, the city invested in adding Monday hours to meet community demand. 
Now, in the face of a deficit, those hours are the first to go. This sends a message that 
library services are expendable and that progress can be quickly reversed when times get 
tough.  How can the library system continue to meet the rising demand for services and 
support city goals like digital inclusion and workforce development with fewer staff and 
reduced hours?

3

Cutting Fire and Police budgets make no sense 3
Why are we shutting down a fire station when resources are thin in a busy city? 3
Long Beach’s libraries and teen recreation programs provide far more than books and 
activities—they provide opportunity, stability, and safe places for young people. Libraries 
give residents access to books, technology, information, and learning resources that are 
especially important to low- and middle-income families. For children whose parents are 
working multiple jobs, libraries can provide a safe, supervised place to study, learn, and 
spend time after school. Teen recreation programs similarly give young people positive 
alternatives to the streets and help keep them connected to their communities and away 
from gangs and other harmful environments. Cutting library hours and librarian positions 
while also reducing teen recreation programs is a false economy. These services help 
prevent problems before they become more costly problems for the City, while 
strengthening educational outcomes, youth development, and neighborhood stability. 
Reducing access to libraries and positive youth programs will have consequences far 
beyond the programs themselves. Long Beach should be investing in these essential 
community resources—not cutting the very services that help keep our young people safe, 
engaged, and on a positive path.  Code Enforcement is already struggling to keep up with 
the volume of calls, complaints, and messages it receives. Officers are so busy managing 
the existing workload that there is no regular night or weekend coverage, with only 
occasional evening or weekend shifts. Reducing the number of Code Enforcement officers 
under these circumstances is counterproductive and will only make an already serious 
problem worse. Code enforcement is a major quality-of-life issue in Long Beach, and 
residents rely on the City to respond when violations occur. When existing staff cannot keep 
up with current demand, eliminating the majority of the officers makes no sense. It will mean 
slower responses, fewer violations addressed, and less accountability—ultimately shifting 
the burden from the City to residents and neighborhoods. The City should be strengthening 
Code Enforcement capacity, not reducing it.

3
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"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

I want to voice my support for adequate funding for public services in the City of Long 
Beach, especially the Long Beach Public Library. I have worked for LBPL since 2017 in a 
variety of positions, always public-facing and always working hard to ensure that patrons 
received the information and support they needed.  In my opinion, the library is the most 
direct public service agency in our city. We provide resources and support for children, 
seniors, unhoused people, families, students, and English language learners. For voters. 
For job seekers. For readers and intellectuals. There is nobody whom we do not serve.  It is 
a tragedy that the Library is among the least-funded departments in the city budget. 
Although I am very sorry that my own library job is ending, I am even more distraught by this 
short-sighted, stingy budgeting process that appears to mirror the chaos in national politics. 
This is shameful.

3

$11 million budget cut to the fire department is why I am moving outside of Long Beach. 
Priorities of this city is not aligned for me. Additionally, it being a sanctuary city requires a lot 
more mental health services. 

3

Please do NOT eliminate a fire engine at station 14! Too many neighborhoods depend on 
this station. 3

The libraries are an essential and key component to our underrepresented communities. Ive 
always been proud to say we have an incredible library program and the fact that the city 
would consider cutting these services is unbelievable and makes me reconsider even living 
here. 

3

I am extremely concerned about the impacts that will be widespread as a result of cutting 
funding to our libraries and parks and rec. I'm also very concerned about our relationship 
with LexisNexis. SOUNDS DYSTOPIAN from what I've read. I understand that the 11 million 
going to the Queen Mary is a different purse, but it really does make me question our 
priorities as human beings. To learn that there will be so many people who have been 
helped with housing put back on the streets is rather stomach-churning. There has to be 
another way. There just has to be. We should not be cutting services to people before we 
cut salaries of those who are doing fine with money. We all have to make sacrifices, and I 
believe that people who are doing well should be willing to make sacrifices so that we don't 
all sink together.

3

don't short change learning at all levels 3
Do NOT cut the libraries please! 3
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I was disappointed to learn that much of the programming that serves as a protective factor 
against youth engaging in crime and gang activity is being cut, including teen programming 
(at one of the highest need areas) as well as library cuts, and parks & rec.  Meanwhile the 
police department is the only department that is seeing investment in its budget. This seems 
like it is going to create a never-ending cycle of creating conditions that will promote crime 
and will promote presumed need for additional investment in the police department. Stop the 
cycle before it starts by keeping youth programming and community/library services.   I am 
also sorely disappointed to see proposed cuts to the library. Libraries are one of the last 
standing public instituimos that is truly for everyone. Every class of society benefits from the 
library and I do not support these cuts. Reducing hours takes away safe spaces for many to 
learn, connect with other community members, or just exist without harassment.   In 
summary, I would like to see less investment in the police department and more investment 
in parks & rec programming and libraries. 

3
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"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

My name is Toni Juliano. I am a 20-year service employee for the Long Beach Utilities 
Department, a proud member of IAM Local Lodge 1930, and a long-time taxpaying resident 
of this city. I am writing to express my profound outrage over the proposed FY 2027 budget. 
Squeezing frontline workers and support staff to fix a $58.2 million structural deficit is a 
complete failure of leadership.Throughout my two-decade tenure, frontline hourly workers 
have repeatedly stepped up. We have taken multiple rounds of forced furloughs and pay 
cuts to bail this city out of past financial crises. Yet, we are being used as pawns once 
again.I demand that you halt the current frontline cuts and immediately address these four 
areas of systemic municipal waste:1. A Continuous War on the Hourly 
WorkforcePermanently freezing or deleting 'vacant' support roles does not make the daily 
workload disappear. It locks in the brutal, understaffed conditions we have endured for 
years, accelerating worker burnout. It is an operational embarrassment to force highly paid 
managers to waste hours on baseline clerical data entry because the city has systematically 
dismantled its administrative backbone.2. The Management and LBMA Deficit Double 
StandardWhile hourly employees face layoffs, over 300 to 400 unclassified managers 
continue to collect tax-free vehicle allowances of $300 to $550 every single month just to 
commute from home to their parking spaces at City Hall. Furthermore, management tiers 
represented by the Long Beach Management Association (LBMA) continue to enjoy locked-
in, top-heavy annual salary increases. If this city is truly in a fiscal emergency, management 
must forgo their vehicle stipends and pause their massive annual wage increases before a 
single frontline worker is laid off.3. Long Beach Utilities Mismanagement and Rate-Hike 
HypocrisySince the 2023 merger of the Gas and Water departments, Long Beach Utilities 
has treated its workers with absolute institutional disregard. The Board of Utilities 
Commissioners is pushing steep rate hikes—including 6% for water and 8% for 
sewer—directly onto the backs of local residents like myself. Yet, despite collecting millions 
more from utility bills, frontline utility field crews and support staff are left understaffed, 
overworked, and completely undervalued.4. Contractor Waste and the LA28 DisconnectThe 
money to balance this budget exists; management is simply giving it away to outside 
contractors. The City Auditor exposed that the city threw away $22 million by failing to adjust 
developer fees for inflation, let millions vanish from the Homeless Services Bureau due to a 
t t l l k f i ht  d ti l  bl d  illi  i  id j t t t  h  d  

3

Don’t cut peoples jobs. Many city workers live in the community. Laying people off will 
reduce local spending and potentially increase homelessness. 3

Protect our libraries and 3rd spaces, and cooling centers. 3
Work with business community to make the city more business friendly and offer programs 
to help businesses increase revenues, more sales tax money for the city. 3

Stop wasting money removing lanes and adding bike lanes that NO ONE uses!!! 3
You need to learn from Zohran Mamdani about how to close deficits without cutting social 
and community programs and mass layoffs of employees. Libraries and parks are lifelines 
for the community, and we need our jobs to pay our rent and bills. Also, you need to put your 
money where your mouth is, and start taking action against ICE violence in our 
communities, not just talk. 

3

20



Digital Comment Card Question 3 Responses Attachment D

Response Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

There are many programs and services that the City is spending money on that are not on 
this list.  I just saw a few minutes ago a "Long Beach Jobs" post that included "Management 
Assistants" at 90k a year!  Why are any positions that don't require something like a Medical 
Degree open to the public when there is a list of current city employees about to lose their 
jobs?  Why are we as residents not given the opportunity to rank all of the other non-
essential "services" or events funded by the city (parades, concerts, etc)?  Why are there no 
cuts proposed for the City Manager's Office, the Mayor's Office or any Council Office?  Stop 
paying police OT for special events, traffic control, etc when those are things that can be 
done much cheaper via contractors. Pause any new "Management Assistants" and instead 
offer those opportunities to current staff about to be laid off!  We don't need to City 
vehicles/staff to follow  the street sweeper when one can easily write tickets for anyone who 
doesn't move their car. There are so many ways money is wasted and the categories in this 
survey don't even list or allow for a conversation about them. 

3

I’m so stressed about losing library access. We’re a young family and rely on the library as a 
third space. Every city council member should visit a library on the days they propose to 
close them. Look around at all the diverse people using the services. 3

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside. Instead of increasing police funding, I want the city to 
invest in libraries, free shelters and affordable housing, and community health services. 
Education, housing, and healthcare are human rights.

3

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. We need focus more on social services that aim to help 
people at the root of the problem not incarcerate them. Affordable housing, Mental health, 
education, and climate should all be prioritized over police.

3
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Too short, not enough info disseminated in time for viable input on a community level. I 
appreciate the effort that folks like Rebecca B have done to provide access and 
opportunities, but the data so far reflects a deep disconnect. I was at a district meeting this 
morning and I don’t think half the room knew of the comment deadline today or about what’s 
actually in the budget. But they get their say, too, I guess.

3

Affordable afterschool and summer childcare is a primary reason families live in Long 
Beach; without those programs, the families that keep our schools and city alive, will leave. 4

Without these programs we lose the very essence of Long Beach and the people who live 
here.  Working class families who need help.  These jobs need to stay 4

Don’t waste our money 4
Disgrace that we are proposing to reduce emergency services 4
The fact that we have the Olympics coming soon with 11 events and we are calling back 
Public Service is ridiculous. I feel as though the city council has been asleep at the wheel for 
the past 30 years. Public Services were cut in 2008, including fire stations, jobs, and other 
services. These services were never brought back! The city council and mayor don’t have 
my support nor my trust to do the right thing!

4

The city needs to be audited and Modica needs to be replaced for mismanagement of funds 
4

Voter elected measure are a hopeful financial resource to fund fire and police resources.   
The response model does not support cutting up to 3 resources for the fire department.  Fire 
station 14 plays a critical role in timely response to the residents in that area.   The city is 
very busy with emergencies/responses and the ability to respond quickly should not be 
compromised.   Numerous studies have shown in the past that a city our size actually needs 
more resources but these studies have almost always been ignored as the results don’t 
often fall in line with the City managers or mayors budgets (past and present)

4

Public Safety is the upmost and critical service that must be maintained without budget 
cuts!!! 4

Homelessness is not the problem.  It’s the mental illness and drug abuse that’s causing 
people to live on the streets.   Take care of the residents who pay taxes and promote 
economic growth and strategic development.   The Olympics are two years away and that’s 
another problem the City will have to face if they cut services like Police and Fire.   Do 
what’s right Long Beach.  

4

If you are cutting fire services then cut homeless services and get them out of the city if they 
are not from here. The fire department runs too many calls related to homeless and if you 
are going to cut their resources and not decrease their call volume you are failing. 4
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Budget cuts to public libraries is not only hurting the LB community, but those that serve the 
community. 4

I think stripping social services would be a huge disservice to people who rely on them the 
most during these tough times. While focusing on economic development has benefited 
some in the city I think moving away from the aerospace and business focus and focusing 
on the people who live and work here would be a greater good for the city as a whole.

4

Start prioritizing public safety not homeless people that get shipped here on our tax dollars. 
We have the highest sales tax in the state and have the second largest port. This coty 
should not be in a deficit.

4

During these budget cuts, the City of Long Beach should make public safety—prioritizing 
Fire and EMS—its number one priority. 4

The Day of Reckoning has come, folks. 4
Try cutting the pay of of the people who have failed to maintain a balanced budget instead 
of cutting the jobs of the people who keep this city running. 4

PD does not need hundreds of millions of dollars every year. They do little to nothing for the 
LB community. No one I know has ever been helped by LBPD. If anything, they escalate 
situations and make victims feel helpless/at fault. Cut more of PD’s budget and disperse it to 
the departments who actually support the community and help to decrease crime rate 
(libraries, mental health, and housing). How is it that you choose to cut so much from 
departments that already struggle with funding and continue to fund PD/AI surveillance? 
You are responsible for representing your constituents and you have been and are currently 
FAILING. Please do better. Long Beach is struggling and needs you to make an 
EQUITABLE budget decision.

4

Please keep our libraries open and available to our community’s youth and elderly!
4
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Please reconsider cuts to our libraries and Parks and Recreation. These are not extras. 
They are part of the essential infrastructure of a healthy community and part of the fabric 
that holds us together.  As a parent, these services are one of the reasons I continue to live 
and raise my children here. My kids benefit from free after-school programming, play in our 
city parks, participate in recreation programs I can afford when private activities are out of 
reach, and genuinely love going to the library. It is a place where they read, learn, expand 
their world, and yes, sometimes simply cool off on a hot day because our increasingly 
unaffordable home doesn’t have air conditioning.  These are some of the few places left 
where everyone is welcome and no purchase is required. They support children, working 
families, seniors, and our most vulnerable residents while creating connection and belonging 
across every part of our community.  Cutting these services and laying off the people who 
provide them only compounds an already crushing cost-of-living and housing crisis. Budgets 
reflect our values. Please protect the people and public spaces that make this a community 
worth staying in.

4

I would like to encourage the city to not include any cuts in funding to public libraries. 
4

The management of the city's budget is a joke!  The general fund needs to be increased for 
all of the departments that are under that umbrella for those are the core services the tax 
payers of this city keep getting reduced.  These services should be the # 1 priority. 4

It is incredibly important to my family and I as residents of Long Beach that our public 
libraries have adequate staff and funding to provide for the very important services to the 
community. Our libraries are crucial to educational and social learning and services. My 
young child is learning the importance of books and libraries; decreasing funding and 
staffing does not help to advance this notion. Please reconsider or find opportunities that 
can help to mitigate this issue and continue to demonstrate the value and importance of 
libraries to our communities 

4

City of long Beach is a rapid decline, mismanagement of funds is weighing down on the 
residents that are tired of the negligence and the poor state of or communities 4

If you are looking for cost cutting…how much did taxpayers spend on the community 
surveillance cameras that you installed. At a time of rising racism in this country, this is very 
disturbing. Shame on LB officials…you should be voted out!! 4

Please hire better vendors who will get the work done RIGHT and QUICKLY. 4
We need to make sure that people has access to there local community services such as 
the community library. Please remove any budget cuts to community libraries from this 
proposal.  

4

Library services are essential, please consider cuts elsewhere 4
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NO FLOCK CAMERAS. FUND OUR LIBRARIES 4
No Flock cameras. Fund public libraries instead. They are very important for the community.

4

I don't think we need to put any funding into those large lot cop cameras that take up parking 
space. I am not comfortable with these around because they promote the sale of our 
personal data and surveillance from nearly every angle. What happened to privacy? 4

Stop funding the homeless. Use all those funds for education, police and fire services. 
4

Stop eating money on useless programs 4
Educational and Library cuts are ones that I feel strongly should not be part of budget cuts in 
FY2027 or beyond 4

I am very concerned about the proposed cuts to library services. The libraries provide so 
many of the services listed in part 1, like wifi and computer access, technology assistance, 
and programs for children and seniors. Reducing staff and hours will be detrimental to our 
community, and I urge the city to find alternative ways to fill the budget deficit.

4

Stop with the bike lanes! It's a waste of money and creates safety hazards! Stop the illegal 
businesses on the sidewalks (this creates issues with access and it's illegal). 4

Surveys like this due nothing to make any elected adult act as they should. 4
Please do not reduce the hours of the El Dorado Nature Center. I walk there almost every 
day, as do many other senior citizens. It is used heavily every day it is open. I see school 
kids on field trips, groups supporting mentally handicapped adults, church groups, etc. It is a 
wonderful resource bringing many people to Long Beach, and greatly benefits the mental 
and physical health of everyone who walks along the shady paths. Perhaps budget cuts can 
be offset by higher fees for annual passes, or more reliance on volunteers.

4

Every single one of these should be priority over city employee salary. don't cut our 
services, cut their salary. 4

Do not cut first responder resources. Our crime and population grow higher and higher 
every year! 4

We need provide -- police, fire, parks, safe roads, safe sidewalks & library service for all 
residents of Long Beach 4

25



Digital Comment Card Question 3 Responses Attachment D

Response Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

Re: FY 2027 Proposed Budget — Strengthening Climate Mitigation and Adaptation 
Investments  Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council:  I appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on the City of Long Beach's proposed Fiscal Year 2027 budget.  I recognize the 
considerable fiscal challenges facing the City and commend the Mayor and City Council for 
maintaining important investments in infrastructure, transportation, parks, water quality, and 
climate resilience. These investments are essential to protecting Long Beach residents and 
property from climate impacts that are already occurring.  I believe, however, that the FY 
2027 budget presents an important opportunity to strengthen the connection between 
climate mitigation and climate adaptation.  The City's Climate Action and Adaptation Plan 
appropriately recognizes that both are necessary. Mitigation addresses the underlying cause 
of climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, while adaptation protects people, 
infrastructure, and property from the climate impacts that can no longer be avoided. The 
City's own climate planning identifies extreme heat, coastal flooding, and sea-level rise 
among the major threats facing Long Beach.  Mitigation and adaptation are two sides of the 
same responsibility  I strongly support continued investment in adaptation. Long Beach 
cannot wait for future emissions reductions before protecting its residents from today's 
climate threats.  Extreme heat is already a serious concern, particularly in neighborhoods 
where the urban heat-island effect is greatest. The City's climate assessment projects 
substantially more days of extreme heat in the future, with disproportionate impacts on 
vulnerable communities.  Sea-level rise presents another long-term threat. The City reports 
that mean sea level along the Long Beach coast rose approximately 3.7 inches between 
1923 and 2016 and projects accelerating impacts in coming decades. Low-lying 
communities, including Belmont Shore, Naples, and the Peninsula, already experience 
coastal flooding under certain conditions.  These circumstances make investments in 
cooling, urban greening, stormwater management, flood protection, resilient infrastructure, 
and sea-level-rise planning essential.  At the same time, adaptation cannot substitute for 
mitigation.  If greenhouse gas emissions continue to accumulate in the atmosphere, the 
climate impacts that Long Beach must adapt to will become increasingly severe. More 
extreme heat will require greater investment in cooling and heat protection. Rising seas will 
require progressively more expensive coastal and flood-protection infrastructure. In other 

d  i d t  iti ti  t d   i  th  d t ti  b d d it  t f  

4

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside. 

4

We respect how difficult it is to allocate funds equally for the multitude of programs and 
hope that you can a balanced and fair budget for the City of Long Beach in 2027 4
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Cutting staffing (majority IAM) members will only balance the budget on paper. I am IAM 
and a reside in LB. Cuts equal fewer service requests, longer response times and strain on 
employees who keep their job. The Mayor and Council need to consider the real world 
impact these cuts have. We already have terrible streets, dirty parks, delayed trash pick up, 
fire and police extended to their limits. Prioritize what matters!!! Not a 800k library fence, 
which NBC is reporting was under 400k. Where did the rest of our money go? Residents 
and employees deserve ethical city management not the crooks who are currently in office. 

4

Do NOT reduce public safety resources. DO NOT reduce Code Enforcement resources. Do 
NOT Reduce library resources.  We do not have enough staff in these areas to begin with! 4

Please do not halve the LBPD's Quality of Life team. It provides an essential service. Also 
please do not reduce the police force. It is already dramatically understaffed compared to 
other cities' police forces. 

4

Perhaps haveeither a city manager or a mayor, not both and the large staff they each require
4

A program like Long Beach’s Neighborhood Leadership Program is essential because it 
builds the kind of informed, confident, and connected resident leadership that 
neighborhoods need to thrive. It equips emerging leaders with practical skills, shared 
language, and a deeper understanding of how City systems work, which in turn strengthens 
collaboration between residents and departments. 

4

The reduction of services that better the lives of residents including library hours, health 
resources, and park programs will dramatically reduce quality of life in Long Beach. Despite 
what the city manager may personally believe, research shows that the safest communities 
are not the most policed. Giving PD another helicopter while cutting over 200 jobs (and 
subsequently city services) is not what the public wants. Don’t punish current residents for 
leadership’s poor planning when it comes to the Olympics. We didn’t want it here but y’all 
are more willing to invest in tourism than the youth. Crime was shown to decrease during 
high vacancy rates in PD and y’all decide year over year to increase their budget. This is not 
how we invest in our communities. To the council: closing the loophole on substantial 
remodel and adding rent control would cost far less than your current homeless spending. 
Time and again surveys and PIT counts show you that people are being displaced because 
the rent is too damn high and landlords are too damn greedy. Fix this! Your constituents are 
majority renters and we will remove you! 

4
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I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside. 

4

Please protect funding for children’s programming at local libraries like infant story time 
5

Please do not cut LIBRARY positions and programs.  The Long Beach Public Library has 
provided essential programs to children and teens that promote educational equity and a 
safe place to gather after school and on weekends, particularly to families who otherwise 
would not be able to afford such program.  My child and her friends rely on library 
programming have learned so much about STEM, art history, protecting the environment, 
and being a good neighbor from librarians and programs.  All the children in our 
neighborhood attend library programs several times a week, and our libraries are important 
gathering and cooling places in our community.  PLEASE PROTECT OUR PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES!!

5

Please prioritize education, public health, parks, and public safety. 5
I also support ethical spending that align with the city's values and commitments. I do not 
want our city's funding to be supporting companies that are contracted by ICE/DHS or war 
crimes. 

5

LB has historically relied on oil for funding, why not continue to utilize the resource we are 
lucky to have offshore/underground? Oil revenue could solve all of the financial problems. 5

Library services are an essential service for our communities that provide resources beyond 
just books and programs. Cutting back a single day means that hundreds of individuals per 
day in our city lose access to basic necessities such as wi-fi, public restrooms, safe spaces 
and information resources. I ask that you find an alternative method to closing the budgetary 
deficit other than closing our libraries. Thank you!

5

Let's stop spending money on military type of vehicles for PD. 5
Stop with all the bike lanes, especially on streets like Studebaker that already have an 
immediately adjacent -- and safer -- frontage road. 5

"Libraries will get you through times of no money better than money will get you through 
times of no libraries." - Anne Herbert 5
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I think there should be some way to transfer the Tidelands money to the General Fund so 
that it can be used for basic city services instead of vanity projects like the Mayor's 
Ampitheater. 

5

I'm writing to urge the City to preserve funding for the Neighborhood Micro Grant Program 
(NMGP) in the FY27 budget.  For the past 2 years our neighborhood has used a very 
modest grant to help fund a neighborhood block party, which is becoming an event we look 
forward to each year.  Against a $4 billion budget, grants like ours are a rounding error, but 
their impact is not: with crime on the rise across Long Beach, the strongest asset any 
community has is neighbors who know each other and look out for one another. Programs 
like NMGP build exactly that kind of connection at a fraction of the cost of most public safety 
investments. I ask the Council to protect NMGP funding in the final budget.

5

Do not refund the libraries! 5
Back off on alloting money for citizen surveillance systems like flock cameras and use the 
money instead for libraries, health services and other social services. 5

Tired of my taxes being spent on useless stuff 5
The cuts to the police and fire departments are absolutely insane. All to support a Health 
Dept that we don’t need. Ridiculous. 5

More wasted money on Homeless and liberal programs. You have overspent and are trying 
to balance your waste on the backs of essential services. Cut out spending on personal 
passion projects too. We don’t need bike lanes to nowhere. Get paid back from agencies 
that owe the city ie…Pride organizers, and other special interest groups. 

5

Cutting essential services is ridiculous. We already learned from Covid what was important 
and what isn’t and the plan to cut life saving public emergency services is asinine. Do better 5

Need core services!!! 5
If you want to help homeless people, living on the streets needs to be illegal. Most homeless 
are suffering from mental illness and drug addiction, and will not willingly accept help. If they 
want to do drugs and act inappropriately in private, that’s their choice. But doing so in public 
is a safety concern to the citizens of Long Beach. 

5

I want access to first responders 5
Seems like a bad Idea to close the closest engine to the Olympic open water Games 

5

My colleagues and I at the health department keep losing or almost losing our jobs. HELP 
US AND STOP GIVING SO MUCH MONEY TO PD 5

Get real business leaders in place. Stop all the wasteful“ pet projects. Make Long Beach 
Great Again!! 5

Stop giving so much money to the police. Safety comes from a community having its needs 
met. 5
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In a $4,000,000,000 budget (which is way too high in the first place, you need to CUT it !) 
there should be no problem providing for the essential things that a city government NEEDS 
to provide. Thant's NEEDS not WANTS to provide. Needs are public safety, well maintained 
streets and I can't think of much more. The private sector will do a lot better job with the 
wants.

5

No borrowing money. 5
Save library hrs and staff. Our library system is already underfunded compared to cities of 
similar size and demographics. Plus with school libraries also closing - we need public 
libraries more than ever!

5

I believe one of the City’s most important responsibilities is keeping its residents safe. When 
someone calls 911, whether it’s for a fire, a medical emergency, or because they’re in 
danger, they expect help to arrive quickly. Police officers, firefighters, and paramedics are 
the people we rely on during some of the worst moments of our lives, and I don’t think those 
services should be reduced.  If the City needs to make budget adjustments, I’d rather see it 
take a hard look at programs that aren’t producing measurable results or that overlap with 
services already being provided. Every program should be able to show that it’s making a 
meaningful difference and using taxpayer dollars responsibly. If it can’t, then that’s where 
conversations about reducing or reallocating funding should begin—not with the essential 
public safety services our community depends on every day.  To me, it’s about making 
smart budgeting decisions. We should hold every department accountable for how public 
funds are spent while continuing to invest in the police, fire, and emergency medical 
services that protect our neighborhoods and respond when people need them most.

5

Lets go back to the basics.  Streets, public safety.  No pet projects.  No community 
donations.  Get ahead of the game. 5

Keep libraries open 6 days a week, homeless, elderly, kids need them 5
I believe alot of these issues and wants need a good space for education and safe space to 
learn such as the public’s libraries 5

Public safety, especially the fire department, should not be experiencing the brunt of this 
deficit. The fact that emergency resources are proposed to being cut while call volume 
increase and the Olympics around the corner while other social programs that have a recent 
history of rampant fraud remain in place is ridiculous. The city keeps expanding while the 
city is concurrently trying to to cut emergency resources year after year with no plan to catch 
up or reinstate previously lost resources. 

5

Public libraries are centers of community education and support across demographics and 
needs. Invest in the well-being of all Long Beach inhabitants: do not defund our public 
libraries.

5

Yes 5
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The primary role of city government is to maintain public order and to maintain the 
commons. Don't get confused. 5

Don't cut library programs. 5
It's an El Niño year and LB has ZERO mentions of "extreme heat". Keep the cooling centers 
open longer (LB Public libraries?) and then open up shelter for homeless people when the 
rainy season starts.

5

Fund our firefighters and police and keep this city safe! 5
Please take some of the police budget and re-route it to actually help the residents. The 
"Public Safety" budget is inflated and we rarely, if ever, see the benefits of those funds. 
Please redirect them somwhere they'll be put to good use. 5

Please have more police and fire funding 5
We spend too much money on policing and surveillance. Raises for city officials are not 
justified due to the major deficit we are facing... cutting jobs and services but giving 
yourselves a raise is not a good look. Also, Anduril, Flock, and all the rest out of Long 
Beach. Free Palestine 🇵🇵🇵🇵

5

It is so important to maintain public works in Clean Streets programs, refuse management, 
street and sidewalk repairs.  In addition QOL officers are the backbone of management 5

Please restore our police and fire personnel by putting through more academy classes.
5

Cutting services such as the library, parks, and afterschool support programs is detrimental 
to the quality of life for all families in the city. 5

I feel strongly that before the good people of Long Beach are asked to sacrifice, the Mayor's 
office and City Manager need to actually LEAD by reducing their staff by much more than 
the department wide requirement. Pay cuts should be in order since this budget is the 
ultimately due to poor planning. The Mayor's office doesn't need two deputy mayors, those 
should go away. Sorry, Mayor. 

5

Back to basics 5
These are open access services that are helpful in building strong families and communities.

5

Please repair the streets. 5

31



Digital Comment Card Question 3 Responses Attachment D

Response Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

This is just an observation of all the streets and curb work that has been going on for a long 
period of time in Long Beach throughout Long Beach. But for brevity of this conversation, I 
will talk about Studebaker road through the ranchos from spring Street on down to 
Westminster 2nd Street. Completely baffles me why they would put an island in the middle 
build out curbs that are not a just a danger to drivers and bus lanes when the street was 
plenty wide for safety of buses to pull over to the side without disrupting flow of traffic. I don't 
know who American asphalt is paying off to get these contracts, but the streets planning 
services needs to rethink what they do in my opinion as you had both North and southbound 
Lanes being worked on at the same time. Constricting flow northbound and southbound on 
Studebaker to one lane each. Often even that was restricted due to trucks in construction. It 
took me over 20 minutes to go 2 and 1/2 mi northbound on Studebaker once coming back 
from the beach. While I recognize the the whole stretch of Studebaker needed to be 
repaved too many potholes and such, and I realize that there is a need for bicycle lane the 
street's so wide. You had a really safe bicycle access in my opinion and what's going on is a 
huge policing of the taxpayer dollar and now I hear we're broke and having to go into our 
reserves doesn't make any sense to me and yet when I take our daughter to Renaissance 
high School I see homeless all over the place. So I'm just kind of wondering who's in charge 
of using the monies efficiently. It doesn't seem to be happening...

5

So much money for police. They don't seem to prevent crime as much as follow up after. 
What about some of their funding diverted into mental health and substance use services, 
basic income, etc to try and prevent issues. 

5

Please continue to support the Long Beach Public Libraries. They are a great institution.
5

Stop waisting money on the homeless drug addicts.  5
Eliminate all deputy mayor positions to save money.  Reduce mayor's staff. Fire Paul 
Duncan to save money 5
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Thank you for providing opportunities for the citizens to hear and ask questions regarding 
the proposed budget.  This opportunity is not offered in every jurisdiction and is appreciated.  
 I would say that even though this opportunity is provided, if the outcome is to have given 
long beach citizens a space to provide meaningful input on the development of priorities and 
thus the outcomes of the city budget, I'm not sure that these budget meetings meet that 
desired outcome.  The budget cycle happens throughout the year with adoption being the 
final stage before it begins again.  Without some depth of understanding and input 
throughout the process there's really not a way to having meaningful dialog and incorporate 
impactful ideas throughout in a meeting that lasts approximately an hour and a half, or 
through a survey that asks citizens to select five priorities (which have been broken down 
into subcategories) when the likelihood is that the budget will incorporate each of the items 
listed in some way (funding for each item may vary; but each large category will not be 
eliminated).  Why not ask citizens to rank all of the subcategories instead of selecting just 
five and then using this information to infer that these are the citizens only priorities.  If the 
desire is to truly have citizen participation in the budget process, would it be more 
meaningful to have a citizen advisory body that is incorporated in the entire budget process?  
 As I started, I do appreciate the meetings you have set up to at least let interested citizens 
hear a very high level overview of the budget, it just seems to be checking the box rather 
than having meaningful impact.  Regarding the meeting, I appreciated the City Manager and 
department staff being there to answer questions, however, some of the responses, maybe 
just for me personally having many years with government and the budget process, rather 
than satisfactory insight into the decision-making process or how departments have 
evaluated the effectiveness of their programs/processes.  Again, an hour and a half doesn't 
really allow for the dialogue to have these types of conversations.  Lastly, when I reviewed 
the budget document I was looking for each departments key result areas as 
effectiveness/performance should be a part of the analysis for funding.  Understanding that 
the city doesn't have complete discretion over all funding sources, where it does have 
discretion there should be some evaluation of outcomes as a part of funding.  In looking at 
the key areas many of them are not outcome based, which is an indicator of impact and 
achievement of the goal of funding, they are counts which don't necessarily speak to 

h th   /i iti ti  i  hi i  th  f di  t   Th  b  f l  

5

With the decline in crime within the city, there is no need to restore $950,000 and 4 full time 
equivalents to the police department. The vast majority of calls answered by the fire 
department are lift assists. The department can be completely eliminated with fire 
extinguishing responsibilities transferred to Los Angeles County. The city can retain an EMT 
skeletal to handle medical related incidents. Library access and staff are vital to the mental 
well-being and intellectual growth of the citizens and must not be cut in any manner.

5

Libraries are important to our community. Keeping libraries open is only part of the equation, 
having them fully staffed is essential to ensuring patrons have access to the services, 
resources, and assistance. We need to show support to librarians and speak out. We need 
more funding for the libraries. 

5

Cuts to the Fire Department’s budget is unacceptable 5
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Gutting the fire department would place the city at huge risk due to the high call volume long 
beach faces, the police department on the other hand is overfunded and doesn’t prevent 
crime by no means. The city should follow the footsteps of cities such as Chicago and 
Baltimore who have put in place members of the community to help actually prevent crime 
and crisis to those that need help from a familiar face rather than someone who is ill trained 
to provide the services those experiencing crisises may need.

5

Cutting public safety is a big mistake. 5
What analysis has been done to determine the effect on response reliability, neighboring 
resources, firefighter workload and the overall resiliency of our 911 system? 5

Keep Engine 14 open! I live in East LB and not having it as a resource is dangerous and 
plain dumb as we go into the Olympics! 5

Keep public service intact, if anything, add resources to fire and police! 5
Essential services need to get priority. City Manager or Mayor. We can’t afford both. Get rid 
of the money pit called The Queen Mary. Sell unused homeless motels and buildings. Fix 
the streets!

5

Keep all Fire and Police equipment and personnel. Stop wasting our money on homeless 
programs that don’t help. 5

When a building permit is issued, the inspection(s) to show that changes meet the building 
code should be done in a timely manor.  (Our church is rebuilding and has been waiting 
several months for an electrical inspection.)  If the inspections were paid for as part of the 
building permit, why won't someone come out to do the inspection?  This is costing the 
owner when they can't continue providing their services or use the building.

5

Cutting a fire station is one of the least effective options. Born and raised in Long Beach I 
would hate to believe that our higher ups would leave an entire neighborhood out to dry in 
case of emergency. I worked as a Detroit fireman for 6 years and that city was crushed by 
so many things but one place they saved money was through cutting firehouses. I 
responded to multiple long response time fires and have seen multiple deaths that didn’t 
need to happen because of slowed response time. And keep in mind it’s not from one 
firehouse being closed. It’s from the surge of emergencies pulling other companies to 
different coverage zones now leaving certain areas largely unattended. Being a long be 
resident this makes me rethink how much our city cares for the public. Without protection 
from the Fire dept and police we are in reality no better off than the Wild West. Please do 
not close 14s 

5

Don’t get rid of engines 5
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Well presented at the LBCC event. Tom might have moved it along a little too quickly 
towards the final slides. I know it is being presented daily, but there were a lot of new people 
there. Still, good job on presentation. I felt connected to the process, as I'm sure many 
others did if they chose to listen. Also important and impressive was the amount of dept 
heads and reps. Was able to advocate directly with people at the "table". Keep this format. 
Keep being transparent. Thank you.

5

Not wise to cut public safety in a city like Long Beach. 5
Police and Fire are both very well funded every year.  We need to spend general funds 
wisely on services for residents like health, job training, community services.   5

Please keep libraries open and library services. Please no reductions in libraries. 5
I do not support any portion of Long Beach's budget going toward preparation or support of 
the Olympics in 2028. This includes any "public safety," road improvements, etc. Our 
community needs our public services, like libraries, programs for our children, seniors, and 
low-income neighbors, and helping our unhoused population.

5

We understand that the national and even global economy is experiencing a larger division 
between the poor and the rich, and its having a ripple affect on the economy including our 
State and Local economy. As important as tourism and development is for the city to help 
with economic impact quickly, the community deserves reassurance that the essential 
services like infrastructure, housing, local business, education, youth, sustainability, 
inclusion, public health, accessibility and emergency response continues to be protected. If 
all these services are protected it gives Long Beach a better future continue to be a safe 
community where everyone can thrive. Once the city begins shifting focus from serving to 
making money, groups are left. When housing becomes more affordable, more people have 
access to housing. When library services and park programming is prioritized it helps keep 
youth and people away from the streets or helps working families. This helps with decrease 
violence and safety issues. Restructuring internally is necessary to understand what jobs 
make sense and which don't. Also looking at what internally software/third-party 
services/clients are working and which are not.

5

With the proposed layoffs and workforce reduction why is the City bargaining in bad faith 
and offers pennies to their employees who are in contract negotiations. With the reduction in 
forces the city should be able to offer comparable salary and general wage increases equal 
to what was provided to the POA Lifeguards and LBFA. 

5
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High housng cost is limiting who can work at lbusd, lbcc, csulb, libraries and child care 
services. It trickles down and affects opportunities for the youth to have a meaningful life as 
adults. Then mental health is affected and again it trickles down and causes wide spread 
problems in the community.

5

Please do not decrease the budget for the libraries. Libraries are a vital public resource that 
are much appreciated within the community and should be protected and prioritized. 5

Keep libraries funded! 6
Please include program that help improving the neighborhood leaders 6
Hopefully something good comes out of this proposal 6
why not furlough employees like you did during covid instead of firing all these people

6

Being the most affordable beach city with lots of homeless services, we attract homeless. 
Doing a homeless count without identifying if its the same or different people really doesn't 
provide useful information. Working in public service, when people show their IDs a lot are 
from out of state. LB is Metro's last stop and the train is cleared out. Are we promoting and 
incentivizing homelessness? The streets downtown smell like urine and feces and is littered 
with homeless people with mental illness or drug issues. Is there any info on whether how 
many homeless in LB have mental illness or self-induced mental issues because of drugs? 
Can't fix something when we can't identify the root problem. 

6

It’s time for the leaders of Long Beach to take accountability and make appropriate 
decisions for the tax paying residents and hard working employees in Long Beach. The 
homeless and offenders in Long Beach have been enabled for too long and Public safety 
has suffered as a result. Fire and police are naturally going to take a large part of the budget 
and the safety of the residents should not have to suffer because of your mismanagement. 
Long Beach is no longer a destination place to live because you have allowed lawlessness 
and homeless to control the city. It is no longer a destination place to work because of the 
poor working conditions, abuse, and lack of support you allow your employees to endure. 
Lakewood and Orange County are right next door and are able to achieve both without the 
funding that the port, events, and businesses that Long Beach generates funds from. Take 
responsibility, take care of the people who keep your city alive, and make smart decisions 
not political ones. Be the best version of a leader you can be. Create a city people are 
actually proud to work and live in. 

6

Continue the Neighborhood Leadership Program through the City of Long Beach. 6
Mental health services in libraries are crucial, please don’t take those positions away. 

6

Victoria Samarin 6
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I urge the City Council to uphold its commitment to creating permanently affordable housing 
opportunities that center our communities by continuing to allocate $200k from LACAHSA 
PPO funds to the Long Beach Community Land Trust in the FY27 budget. This funding does 
not affect the General Fund and is a critical investment in permanent, community-stewarded 
housing infrastructure that directly addresses our city’s affordability crisis. With this small 
investment, the CLT will be able to expand its capacity to take on new and innovative 
community ownership projects, which our communities need.

6

Police and fire is important 6
Any and all Emergency Services should not at all be cut. The city is already struggling to 
provide a proper response for 911 calls and to make cuts to these services that are already 
struggling and are not up to par with response times would be doing a disservice to the 
residents and communities. Furthermore it would open the city up to future lawsuits and 
trials for when it comes to a public safety service that people have zero confidence in.

6

We need to support and uplift our libraries and local small businesses. 6
we could have spend less, we didn't need an amphitheater, fence around library, MacArthur 
Park could have been done for less 10 million dollars and the money wasted on tiny homes. 6

Reducing staffing in afterschool programs is a serious concern. Having one few staff 
member will affect staff-to-child ratios and make it more difficult to safely supervise 
participants. It will also reduce the number of children who can participate each day, limiting 
access to an important service that many families rely on.

6

Long Beach taxpayers pay more per resident for policing than 85% of cities statewide. Yet, 
the majority of arrests made are for nonviolent, low-level offenses. In addition, the LBPD has 
repeatedly defied restrictions on sharing residents’ data with ICE and DHS and faced zero 
consequences from the city. The only common sense solution to our budget shortfall is to 
cut the entire needed $58 million from the police budget, and eliminate the proposed $14 
million in additions to said budget. This will allow the city to fully fund our fire department, 
libraries, and other public works while still giving the LBPD a budget that drastically dwarfs 
that of every other department in the General Fund. The City Manager has claimed that 
each department is taking a cut proportional to its budget. However, the City’s budget 
presentation shows that only 78 positions are being eliminated from the police department 
(58 of which are vacant). If departments were all truly being asked to take proportional cuts, 
the LBPD would be eliminating 203 positions. Our city is already grossly over-policed, and 
this is a very fair solution to ensure that our fire department can keep us safe and our 
libraries can stay open at current capacity.

6
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These massive budget cuts should not affect our children’s education nor should it impact 
working parents. With the taxes we pay and the billions of dollars of tourism coming in, we 
expect better. 

7

All of these topics are important and should be addressed by the way. Considering we pay 
some of the highest taxes in the state, there should be enough money for more than just 5 
of these incredibly important initiatives. 

7

I am writing to oppose the proposed budget cuts to the Long Beach Public Library for FY 27. 
The library and its staff provide essential services to us residents here in Long Beach. It is 
one of the last public spaces that is accessible to all and to cut more of its funding is a 
disservice to our community. I am calling for no branches to be closed as access to a library 
in each neighborhood is vital. I am calling for no layoffs of staff for the safety of everyone 
who goes to the library. I am calling for no cuts in library hours or programming because so 
many of us, from children to elders, rely on the library for resources, community, and 
connection. While I understand each department may need to cut some costs, I ask that 
there not be arbitrary, across the board cuts for the library and that community stakeholders 
(LBPL staff/admin, Friends of the Long Beach Public Library, residents, etc.) be a part of 
navigating that process. Thank you.

7

Knowing that the City is experiencing a shortfall for the fiscal year 2027 budget and cuts 
need to be made, a top priority should be to continue funding for Parks, Recreation and 
Marine's ability to keep Willow Springs Park (and all parks) clean and safe until the budget 
forecast improves. Please also continue to support our public libraries as resource centers, 
safe spaces, and cool down areas for our community and its future generations. 

7

Please don’t waste our money giving it away as entitlements or for housing. 7
Please continue the Long Beach Legacy Business program. It offers great resources and 
recognition for the longtime businesses that make Long Beach the cool City that it is. 7

Please support Economic Developments Level Up, Biz Care, and Legacy Business 
programs. Small businesses are vital to our local economy and need all the help they can get 7

Prompting the budget meetings regarding and having a discussion about parking on the 
agenda would be beneficial. 7

We do not need to be monitored by cameras, however we do need our kids to have access 
to parks and programs. 7

38



Digital Comment Card Question 3 Responses Attachment D

Response Council 
District

DIGITAL COMMENT CARD RESPONSES: QUESTION 3

"Please provide any comments or feedback you may have about the FY 27 Proposed Budget."

The library is a critical source of space and information. In this era of fascism, to weaken the 
library is to weaken what few fragments of freedom and democracy we have left. The city's 
quick, unabashed choice to defund libraries speaks volumes of their priorities. It's worth 
noting that Long Beach Public Library is already under funded compared to similar sized 
cities, and has not seen full recovery since its budget was eviscerated during the Economic 
Crisis in 2007.

7

Given the times we live in, maintaining libraries is more important than ever. Please tread 
carefully on making cuts to library access and services. 8

I hope the City will continue its commitment to supporting the Ranchos by maintaining their 
funding in next year's budget. I understand that a significant portion of their operating 
support comes from the City, and that investment helps preserve these unique historic sites 
for everyone to enjoy. The Ranchos provide educational programs, beautiful open spaces, 
and an important connection to Long Beach's history. I hope you'll continue to make them a 
priority in the budget. Thank you.

8

As a Long Beach resident, I care about the well being of my community. I also care about 
protecting our access to free services and resources. That is why I do not want to see any 
cuts to important services like the LBPL and its staff. Keep my library open and keep my 
staff working because that is how I want to see my tax dollars going to. Libraries are 
important service points and provide safe and inclusive spaces for everyone. 

8

It is absolutely shameful to reduce public library resources when demand and use is up. As 
a parent of young children I rely on public library resources weekly. Public libraries are one 
of the few third spaces left. They are important cooling center sites. We need more open 
hours, not less. Please reconsider the slashes to the library budget.

8

The city should not be prioritizing giving wifi, family services, or low-income housing when 
our budget is in crisis. Let the city work for those who are paying for it. 8

The city is over budget because the priorities of the city council and the mayor are all 
cosmetic and Instagram based. an iron fence around central library? a multimillion dollar 
pool for thr Olympics? thats not crucial. libraries are crucial 

8

I urge the City Council to uphold its commitment to creating permanently affordable housing 
opportunities that center our communities by continuing to allocate $200k from LACAHSA 
PPO funds to the Long Beach Community Land Trust in the FY27 budget. This funding does 
not affect the General Fund and is a critical investment in permanent, community-stewarded 
housing infrastructure that directly addresses our city’s affordability crisis. With this small 
investment, the CLT will be able to expand its capacity to take on new and innovative 
community ownership projects, which our communities need.

8
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Budget cuts should start at the top, not with the employees who earn the least. Before 
eliminating lower-paid positions, the city should look closely at reducing salaries and other 
costs associated with its highest-paid employees. Frontline and lower-paid employees 
perform the essential, day-to-day work that residents depend on, and cutting these positions 
can directly affect the quality and availability of city services. Protect the workers who keep 
our city running.

8

Public safety/emergency services shouldn’t be considered a cut or should libraries or 
afterschool programs for kids 8

Please do not cut public health and community programming first. 8
THINK OF THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE. CUTING AND REMOVING AN ESSENTIAL 
PLACE AND WORKER FROM THE LIBRARY WILL ONLY AFFECT THE COMMUNITY 
NEGATIVELY. FROM CUTTING STAFF AND CUTTING HOURS IS NOT THE WAY TO 
HELP WITH OUR BUDGET.

9 

The single position serving as the coordinator for the Office of Veterans Services and the 
Veterans Commission in the Health Department should not be reduced, even by half. This 
role in not only responsible for staffing the Veterans Commission meetings, they are the 
operational and logistical planner for the Veterans Banner Program, an initiative in it's 3rd 
year. This role has also been instrumental in planning the Long Beach Veterans Day 
Celebration, the Memorial Day Sunset Ceremony, and countless other events that continue 
the City's commitment to honor Veterans and Service Members. 

9 

Cut the deputy mayor roles as they are unnecessary management that would free up 
funding for more essential front-line staff 9 

N/A 9 
Please do not cut funding for libraries, in fact, increase their funding! In a time when the 
climate is causing intense heatwaves, education is increasingly inaccessible and expensive, 
and access to programs that improve quality of life are becoming more scarce and actively 
under attack— we need to preserve and bolster our libraries as safe, cool, and accessible 
locations for community well-being and education accessibility. 

9 

Bajar los costos de basura es muy caro 9 
Terrible idea to be cutting back Public Safety in the same category as the others. Rapid 
response to life safety situations far greater exceeds the needs of any other department that 
the city has. 

9 

If any cuts are needed to be made, they should start form the very top not the very bottom. 
Not the people who are already struggling and on the edge of collapse due to this horrible 
economy. These things should not be difficult to solve. Absolute poor management from all 
involved that led to cuts for essential services for those struggling in this climate

9 

We need the firefighters and police we can’t defund an essential part of the city when it’s full 
of crime. 9 
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Do not remove funding from our libraries. We have already lost librarians at our public 
schools and our children dont have access to their school libraries daily. We need our 
libraries open and a full staff. 

9 

Police officers have a shoulders shrugged response to resolving disputes even when there's 
laws broken. I believe their budget should be cut because it's a waste of money. Crime 
prevention and diversion programs should get some of their funding and reinvestment in 
more infrastructure improvements 

9 

City Manager was dismissive as hell. Only left with more questions than answers. I do not 
feel represented at all within our local government. 9 

Less focus on outside tourism/business and more focus on the betterment of LB 
constituents and safety. 9 

I would encourage the City to approach the FY 27 budget not simply as an annual spending 
plan, but as an investment strategy for Long Beach’s long-term economic and social 
stability. As resources become more constrained, funding decisions should increasingly be 
evaluated by measurable outcomes, geographic equity, and the ability to leverage outside 
resources.  I would particularly like to see continued investment in neighborhood 
infrastructure, public safety, small business and workforce development, veterans, youth 
opportunities, and programs that improve the quality of life in communities that have 
historically received less investment. At the same time, the City should examine whether 
existing programs are producing results commensurate with their cost before reducing core 
services or introducing new expenditures.  With the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games 
approaching, Long Beach also has a limited window to leverage regional, state, federal, 
philanthropic, and private investment. The FY 27 budget should position the City to capture 
those resources and ensure that the economic benefits associated with 2028 extend beyond 
the event itself and create lasting opportunities for Long Beach residents and businesses.  
Finally, I would encourage greater transparency around performance measures. Residents 
should be able to understand not only where money is being spent, but what measurable 
community benefit is expected from that investment. A strong budget should connect 
dollars, outcomes, accountability, and long-term opportunity.

9 

Im extremely disappointed in the city's priorities to shallow beautification over actual 
resources for the people of its city. Fund libraries, lower rent, fund the Long Beach Justice 
Fund, create a cap on the rent landlords can charge. Protect and serve the people of this 
city.

9 

Do not cut funding to afterschool care or access to library services Don't know
Don't lower the budget for libraries. In this day and age education is important. Don't know
Libraries and their programs/events are very important in childs development. My 2 kids are 
enjoying their storytime/crafts/playtime at the libraries. We need to provide more budget to 
this kind of program instead of cutting it.

Don't know
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Please reconsider the budget cuts for parks and the nature center. In this digital age, having 
access to nature is crucial for mental and physical health. Don't know

I oppose the library budget cuts. libraries are essential to our community and it would be a 
huge mistake to remove funding from such a valuable resource. Don't know

Our libraries are crucial resources that we use every week! Please doNot cut library 
services!  We need them! Don't know

We need more parking on the streets. It takes an average of 15 mins or more to drive 
around the block to lock for parking. Only resulting in having no spots and parking on red. Don't know

Don’t cut core and essential services like fire and police Don't know
Please don’t cut the library budget!!!! Don't know
City manager should be fired Don't know
Please continue to support our local libraries. They provide so many services to so many 
individuals. Don't know

Public libraries are an essential part of every single community, especially in this time that is 
the highest cost of living on record with the highest wage disparity ever known, especially in 
California. Eliminating funding for public libraries and eliminating jobs not only creates 
financial stress for those that are now without jobs but it also limits access for those who 
use these community services. Giving more money for prettier buildings or “ faster, 
emergency response times” does not do anything. Just because we are a city that is hosting 
the Olympics doesn’t mean we have to forgo caring about our community members. Giving 
more funding to Police does not increase their response times in any way shape or form 
because more money does not allow them to travel faster. The city needs to take care of its 
residents FIRST. 

Don't know

The library’s budget should not be reduced. Public libraries are not an optional amenity or a 
“nice to have” expense. They are one of the few remaining public resources that residents of 
every age, income level, and background can access without being expected to purchase 
something in return.  Libraries provide far more than books. They provide literacy programs, 
educational resources, technology and internet access, research assistance, children’s 
programming, community space, job search resources, services for seniors, and support for 
residents who may have nowhere else to access these things. Cutting library funding does 
not eliminate the need for these services. It simply removes access from the people who 
cannot afford private alternatives.  A city budget is a statement of priorities. If we claim to 
value education, opportunity, informed communities, children, seniors, and equitable access 
to public resources, then funding the library should reflect those claims.  Please do not 
balance the FY27 budget by weakening one of the most accessible, useful, and broadly 
beneficial services our tax dollars provide. The library budget should be protected in full, not 
reduced.

Don't know
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In times of budget shortfalls it is tempting to deprioritize parks and spaces for recreation. 
Please remember these green spaces contribute to overall well-being of residents. Don't know

Please do not cut funding or hours for library services - these are essential resources for 
some of the most vulnerable people in our communities, and limiting access will be 
detrimental to their (and everyone’s!) wellbeing.   

Don't know

It would be a terrible idea to decrease the budgeting for libraries and afterschool program 
funding. In a time where education is under attack and as the climate rises and becomes 
less predictable, these resources are crucial. 

Don't know

No cuts to police or fire! Pay attention to where the homeless funds are going, and maybe 
you won’t be so short money!! Don't know

Do NOT CUT FROM THE LIBRARIES Don't know
Fund essential services like libraries and fire departments Don't know
Against budget cuts for libraries. Libraries are an essential space for many community 
members and need support Don't know

Please don’t do budget cuts on the libraries! We need them! Don't know
Gutting parks and education services, while the LBPD has a Billion-dollar budget that grows 
every year is unconscionable. If Mamdani can make it work for NYC, why can't Richardson 
make it work for LBC? Defund the police, Hire a librarian. 

Don't know

greatly reducing educational and social services will hurt us now and in the long run
Don't know

Keep libraries funded! They are vital to a healthy, educated community, and they provide 
important services for everyone! Don't know

Highly concerned about proposed cuts to library funding. Libraries fill an ever growing need 
for free third spaces that are accessible to all. Don't know

Preserving the funding for Engine 14 is top priority, especially as this immediately affects my 
family, please! We cannot afford to make cuts from first responders! Don't know

Get rid of the top heavy Managers and Directors. Some departments like PW or HR have 
had explosive growth in the last five years with high paying managers that stay home. Don't know

Michelle Obama library must remain opens on Monday Don't know
PLEASE do not cut budgets for libraries or parks and rec classes and programs. I am a 
frequent patron of the library and take ceramics classes at Bixby Park. These community 
resources are crucial for so many people. 

Don't know

In a growing city with crime increasing even considering reducing police or investigators and 
removing ambulances or fire response is irresponsible and shortsighted. We have voted to 
increase funding for emergency services and keep seeing them on the chopping block with 
the budget. Long Beach needs more police and more ambulance services not less.

Don't know
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We need to do a better job managing the funds that we have. There’s too much money 
being spent on issues like homelessness with minimal results. We need to set expectations 
in reallocate funding when those expectations are not met.

Don't know

Maintain the current hours of the library! Don't know
Instead of generous raises or promotions for city officials, use the money for PreK-12 
counseling and mental health services, and Don't know

I am very concerned with cutting fire and police services. Our city is already behind the 
standard. Don't know

People deserve homes. Disabled people deserve care. Don't know
WE NEED TO KEEP FUNDING SOCIAL SERVICES AND EDUCATION!!!!!!! Don't know
You must not cut back funding and staff to the public library. You are damaging the 
community by doing so. Please consider other avenues to save/reallocate money instead of 
reducing a critical community resource. 

Don't know

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Qx0z4pjQwq80j6FEWQCNIlLzpr-
6nzFDgJqxe6UWUag/edit?usp=sharing Don't know

Please minimize the budget cuts' impact on low-income and disadvantaged communities, as 
well as vulnerable populations (the homeless, the elderly, the disabled and children). Many 
of the forces that are making the city's budget challenging are pushing families to the brink. Don't know

We desperately need our fire department, cutting corners to safety would make huge 
negative impact all around our city. Don't know

Cut spending on people experiencing homelessness Don't know
CITY MANAGER IS AN INCOMPETENT COWARD Don't know
I just hope it goes well Don't know
Life saving items are non negotiable. Fire and police. Don't know
Learn to balance the funds dedicated to the workers and teachers compared to the 
superintendents and directors. Don't know

Keep E14. The response times will be worsened in the east side of Long Beach. Meaning 
residents have a less of a chance to get advanced lifesaving care or fire response in case of 
their emergency. Just because a their response area is active with fires doesn’t mean a big 
one can’t happen and lives can be lost 

Don't know

Please reevaluate cuts to public library resources. The Infant Storytime at El Dorado Park is 
one of the few free classes available for infants. It’s bright part of both my daughter and my 
week. 

Don't know

Do not cut the Long Beach Fire Department Budget. Don't know
Stop giving up vital 1st responders, the city is increasing the population and the 
infrastructure cant sustain this with less resources. Don't know
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Parking Enforcement needs a meaningful raise. Parking Enforcement Officers perform 
essential public safety and municipal enforcement duties, including enforcing city codes, 
issuing citations, coordinating tows, responding to difficult situations, and interacting with the 
public under challenging circumstances. Compensation should reflect the level of 
responsibility, workload, and public-facing nature of the position. A competitive wage 
increase would also help with recruitment, retention, and recognizing the value of this 
essential service.

Don't know

Keep Fire & Police. Make business costs more affordable to get more people to come out to 
LB. Don't know

I strongly oppose the proposed increase to the police department's budget. At a time where 
our libraries and homelessness prevention services are facing dire cuts, we should not be 
spending more money on policing. I am concerned that the city and the police department 
continue to cite security concerns for the upcoming summer Olympics as reasons to 
increase the amount of officers and resources of police. I don't want to live in a city with a 
militarized police force every time a special event comes to town. Instead of investing in 
housing services, the city is throwing millions at the police to sweep encampments and 
harass anyone sleeping outside.   I do not support the current proposed police department's 
budget and it's very concerning that the city's plan to get ready for the upcoming 2028 
Olympics is to give more money to the police. It seems like the Olympics is trying to use 
Long Beach Police to rid the streets of homeless people to make downtown more attractive 
to visiting tourists. I want the city to invest in affordable housing, safety and resources for 
homeless people, education, library services, public health, and environmental health.

Don't know

Cut the police budget, leave the libraries alone. Don't know
Cruel and underhanded that the City is trying to balance its books of foolish spending by end 
arounding the fair contract process and instituting a pay cut via winter closure. Don't know

Consider all LB City staffers making more than $100,000/year to take a 10% pay cut. Stop 
outsourcing decisions to highly paid "consultants."

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Priorización de la comunidad: Sugiero priorizar recursos para programas comunitarios de 
base, asegurando una distribución equitativa de los fondos.  Transparencia y claridad: El 
presupuesto está bien estructurado, pero sería de gran ayuda incluir resúmenes visuales 
para que sea más accesible para toda la comunidad.Que haya transparencies y claridad 
que haya resumenes visuales para que sea más accesible para toda la comunidad

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Keep all fire resources open and available Don't live in 
Long Beach
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Liberal and borderline Socialist politics/politicians that care more about DEI and the 
homeless are the absolute demise of this city. Homelessness is a source of in come and 
they don’t care to help them let alone fix it. Our City Manager is a joke and should be fired 
for mismanagement of funds. Fire and police are worked to the absolute max, and still he 
wants to reduce their ability to serve. Reducing resources (rigs/units, personnel, etc) is only 
going to lead to a disaster and hopefully no one gets hurt or God forbid dies. The Mayor, 
City Manager, and council will be at fault and in the end won’t care one bit. I am disgusted 
by what I see. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Removal of Engine 14 and reduction of fire resources will disproportionately impact 
residents who are most in need of public health and safety services, including homeless, 
elderly, and disabled. The fire department is historically under-resourced as it, and removing 
additional resources may result in increased risk for life threatening catastrophic events 
remaining unmitigated. At a minimum, reductions in resources will lead to delayed patient 
care. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Fire & Safety is paramount. Don't live in 
Long Beach

I am against the closing of Station 14 Don't live in 
Long Beach

Public safety is becoming increasingly more busy with more expectation everyday. 
Resources can and should not be cut with the mismanagement of the current budget. Don't live in 

Long Beach
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SHAME ON YOU, LONG BEACH CITY COUNCIL.  A big middle finger to every one of you 
for even CONSIDERING cutting access to our public libraries by reducing their hours.  Are 
you not paying attention to the political climate in this country right now? Are you so buried 
in your own paychecks and priorities that you could give two shits about protecting access to 
education, information, technology, community resources, and safe public spaces?  
Libraries are not fucking expendable. They are educational resources. They are safe spaces 
for children and adults across the spectrum of abilities, backgrounds, and income levels. 
They serve students, families, seniors, job seekers, unhoused residents, people without 
reliable internet access, and countless others who depend on resources that they may not 
have anywhere else. And somehow, when it comes time to balance the budget, LIBRARY 
ACCESS is something you are willing to put on the chopping block?  Absolutely fucking not.  
Maybe start looking harder at how City Hall spends money before reducing services that 
directly benefit the public. Look at your own compensation. Look at spending priorities like 
the expansion of automated speed-camera enforcement. Look at administrative spending. 
Find the money somewhere other than taking hours away from neighborhood libraries.  The 
community is paying attention. We are outraged, and you are not going to quietly push 
through cuts to library access without hearing from us.  Wake the fuck up. Protect our 
libraries.  And if you choose not to, the community should continue showing up, speaking 
out, voting, organizing, and holding every single one of you accountable for that decision.

Don't live in 
Long Beach

I am disappointed to see proposed cuts to public safety! Especially the closure of E14 and 
the rotating engine closure. These cuts are unacceptable and will lead to delays in response 
times for emergencies such as medical calls and fires. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Public safety should be the top priority for any city. The fact that Fire and Police services are 
being cut will endanger residents and visitors to this city. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

I think it is a shame that  fire service be reduced as their work load is increasing Don't live in 
Long Beach

More library hours are needed, not less. I am fighting for libraries to be open sundays, but 
now we are taking 2 steps back. Not all students have a safe space to study, and we need 
the library to be our safe space.

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Libraries are an essential part of a free and educated society. Please reconsider laying off 
library staff and cutting Monday hours at branches, as the libraries are a vital lifeline for 
many of our community members.

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Do not take budget away from public libraries. Our free communal resources are important Don't live in 
Long Beach

Do not reduce library hours. Don't live in 
Long Beach

Why did the Federal Government cut grant funding? Don't live in 
Long Beach
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Increasing Police Officers, Firefighters and Fire Apparatus 100% SHALL ALWAYS be the 
top priority.  There is no escaping the fact that that the safety of the citizens and visitors to 
the City of Long Beach is the most important part of success.  Without these vital resources, 
you open yourself up to risk.  There should be someone who assesses risk, and being 
vulnerable is not an option, PERIOD.  How is taking away a fire apparatus (ALS EMS and 
Fire Suppression), especially at the end of Marine Stadium (where a portion of the 2028 
Olympics will take place) even an option?  This IS a matter of life and death.  Blood will be 
on the hands of those who do not put Public Safety as the top priority. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

As a Neighborhood Association located in a historic district, we value Code Enforcement, 
Traffic Offense Mitigation and Traffic Studies with fast response or actions from Public 
Works, as well as continuing the Neighborhood Micro Grant Program. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Please don’t cut fire department service. Don't live in 
Long Beach

As an EMT based in Long Beach/Lakewood, it is vital we keep our stations. Cutting budgets 
and funding to our Long Beach fire department will further reduce the opportunities for 
young adults in this area. Not only are we going to see longer response times but we will 
also see a decrease in our workforce. Becoming a first responder in SoCal is difficult as it is, 
now with stations potentially being shut down, it further discourages our up and coming 
generations of EMTS, paramedics, and firefighters. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

As a Fire recruit that will be starting training this Fire academy class 2026A I would like to 
have the assurance that I will be taken cared of if I am able to make it to probation. My 
family is depending on me to bring home food and keep the bills paid. I will put my life on the 
line for any citizen in the city of Long Beach because that’s the type of service this city 
deserves. This budget will is going to affect the high quality and fast response times this city 
deserves. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Do not cut Fire and Police Support and Service Don't live in 
Long Beach

Mayor and Council Members, no doubt it is a very difficult budget but as a city employee I 
constantly hear the term TEAM. In emails and in public addresses, a TEAM is a group of 
individuals working on a common goal, we take the good and bad TOGETHER and keep 
marching forward. It's offensive to hear this term when, for example a group in the TEAM is 
given a 12% raise and the rest are hoping for scraps. To foster a TEAM hard decisions must 
be made and no one could have thought how about 6% for all, we move forward as a TEAM 
and don't leave anyone behind, very disappointing.. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Not be so ambiguous about what city jobs are going to get cut. We have too many directors 
and officers. 

Don't live in 
Long Beach
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Transportation workers need to be caught up to commensurate pay. Don't live in 
Long Beach

The deficit that the city keeps saying are facing seems to keep changing day by day. 
Where's the transparency?

Don't live in 
Long Beach

I find it highly finacially irresponsible that the city continues to spend money on feel-good 
budgeted items that it cannot afford during the upcoming deficit, while neglecting the very 
employees that serve this city.

Don't live in 
Long Beach

Keep jobs, let the leaders of this city take some pay cuts. How is it sensible for a handful at 
the top to live in livery, when the ones who are the gears that keep this city moving are 
struggling or losing their jobs?

Don't live in 
Long Beach
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Thanks for receiving my comments and concerns via this email.  I appreciate your commitment to share this information with the 
relevant City staff, etc.
First of all, there were several slides from the City Manager's presentation that were not included in the Community Budget 
Summary document.  Too bad as many of them were very helpful.  A friendly suggestion is to include all of the presentation slides 
either in the document or make them easily available on the City website.  Example: chart comparing CA cities taxation rankings.
There are several budget-related decisions/proposals which claim to generate money for the City's general Fund.  For example, the 
increased use of contracting-out of City work to private corporations, the "Vibe" brand, the F&M Bank Amphitheater.  The City 
always claims that such expenditures (regardless of current funding sources) will generate revenue for the City and for local 
businesses.  Never have I heard City staff explain how they calculate the possible revenue from such projects, the amount of such 
revenue, and if the revenue goes into the City General Fund or another limited-access account.  The same information about 
projections of revenue generated for local businesses is never provided.  If it is corporate developers and landlords, corporate hotel 
chains , etc. instead of locally and BIPOC-owned small businesses, then I am very concerned.
I appreciate that the City documents need to be fact-driven and straightforward; however, the significant loss of federal and CA 
state funding is criminal.  The devastating economic and social impacts on our immigrant, renter, disabled, BIPOC, women, 
unhoused, children neighbors will result in the deterioration of our neighborhoods quality of life.
I believe there is a parallel between the current federal administration's destabilizing expenditures for the military and our City's 
continued spending for the LBPD.  Both budgets are destroying our local economy and guaranteeing increased illness, evictions of 
renters, job loss, etc.  Both the Proposed 2027 Budget and even the Mayor's Recommendations propose to gut the Health 
Department services for our unhoused neighbors, children, disabled and elders while funding the LBPD.  We spend City funds for 
"sweeps", cleaning of public spaces, LBPD harrassment of the unhoused -- all of which we know are money wasted and that do 
NOT solve problems. There are effective models of services and programs to end homelessness.  All Long Beach residents 
deserve to have our City Budget spend funds on such models of services.  Our shared vision of public safety, housing and 
homelessness and public education are NOT honored with the ineffective funding of the LBPD.
While I love the murals and other expenditures for the Olympics, I am very concerned about the impact of the upcoming Olympics 
on the majority of Long Beach residents who are renters.  There are no local ordinances with viable enforcement and stabilization 
of rent increases.  I am very hopeful that the City will close the loopholes in the Long Beach just cause eviction ordinance as soon 
as possible to add these protections for renters.  In my opinion the 2027 Budget needs to include funds specifically to be used to 
investigate, enact, and enforce renter protections prior to the Olympics.  It is my worst nightmare that the number of unhoused 
Long Beach residents will dramatically increase and be literally imprisoned by ICE militarized kidnappers.
Finally, I thank Mayor RIchardson and the City Council for their leadership with LACAHSA and Measure A.

1

I simply want to add my voice, as a long time Long Beach resident, who believes that we should 
retain Fire Station #14.
I plan to attend a city council meeting to speak to this.
Also, I live directly adjacent to Marina Vista Park, so I have watched with great interest how this 
project has dragged on.
It's obviously of concern to read of the approximate $58 million deficit the city is facing, this 
project has to be a part of that.
I would like to ask two specific questions.
What was the original budget, approved for the project to link Marine Stadium with the Lagoon. 
Secondly, what is your latest budget estimate of where the project will come in.

3

Emails were received at citymanager@longbeach.gov and City Council District emails.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS RECEIVED THROUGH EMAIL

1
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Emails were received at citymanager@longbeach.gov and City Council District emails.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS RECEIVED THROUGH EMAIL

I live in east Long Beach and heard about the proposed cut for Engine 14. I am concerned 
about the timely response to our neighborhood calls from other engines that are much further. I 
have 2 kids; 10 and 7. My wife and I love Long Beach and our neighborhood for many reasons 
but primarily the safety of our family. We kindly urge you to reconsider this budget cut to provide 
vital support from Engine 14.

3

As a family that lives in Alamitos Heights, we ask that you please keep Engine 14 in service.

My sister lost her home along with everything their family owned in the Palisades fires last year. 
The financial and emotional toll has been devastating for them and has affected our whole 
family.

Not having a fire engine close by can mean the difference between life and death and 
potentially losing everything.
I have seen the devastation first hand and wouldn’t wish that upon any one.

Please keep this fire engine in service for our neighborhood and surrounding areas.

3

I am writing today to show my support for keeping Engine 14 funded and located at Station 14. 
As a resident of Alamitos Heights, it is important that we have emergency help, including fire 
support located nearby. I also support the need to keep our 4 Quality of Life Officer positions 
stay in place to help with mental health outreach, homeless engagement, and neighborhood 
quality-of-life concerns with the 3.7% increase in homelessness reported. I am a concerned 
resident and hope you consider these important issues at the next opportunity.

3

As an Alamitos Heights family, we are asking you to please reconsider the proposed elimination 
of Engine 14 at Fire Station 14.
Our neighborhood is filled with families and children. Every day, kids are walking and biking to 
school, playing in our parks and fields, and participating in sports and activities throughout the 
community. When an emergency involves a child, a school, a home, or a traffic accident, every 
minute matters.
With East Long Beach continuing to grow, reducing our local emergency response capacity 
does not make sense. The recent house fire on Santiago Avenue was an important reminder of 
just how valuable it is to have firefighters nearby and able to respond within minutes.
We also strongly support maintaining the Quality of Life Officer positions. Keeping our streets, 
parks, schools, and neighborhoods safe should remain one of our city's highest priorities.
Please protect Engine 14 and the public safety resources that our children, schools, families, 
and community depend on.

3
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I am appalled by the proposed closure of Fire Station 14, which is near my house.  We 
desperately need this fire station and its equipment to remain in place to protect our neighbors 
and neighborhood. 
Additionally, our homeless problem is increasing, and this is the wrong time to lay off the four 
Quality of Life Officers who reach out to this community and help get them off of the street.
With one of the highest sales tax rates in Los Angeles County, it is unconscionable that these 
cuts would even be needed. Perhaps more fiscal responsibility is necessary to address this 
shortage of funds instead of terminating services and people who make our City better. 
You print and mail out useless calendars every year that people put into the recycling bin. 
Removal of this expense from your budget would be a great first start in cutting costs.
I am a 32 year resident of Long Beach, and I completely disagree with your proposed actions.

3

As a Long Beach resident living in District 6, I am writing to urgently request increased funding 
for Long Beach Animal Care Services (ACS) in the upcoming municipal budget.
This need became devastatingly clear to me today, Saturday afternoon, August 8, 2026. 
Between 2:39 pm and 3:42 pm, I spent over an hour making calls to nine different local 
veterinary offices and wildlife organizations—including International Bird Rescue and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife—trying to secure help for a crow with a broken wing on a local 
sidewalk. During this time, no one answered the phone at Long Beach Animal Control. Thank 
goodness there wasn’t a more dangerous or serious public safety issue to report. While I was 
prepared to drive the injured animal all the way to a rehabilitation center in Calabasas, by the 
time we secured him in a box, he passed away.
Our community and our local wildlife suffer because our animal control infrastructure is severely 
underfunded and understaffed, leaving critical emergency lines unanswered on weekends. 
Investing in ACS is vital to expand dispatch availability, support shelter operations, and ensure 
public calls for help are answered.
I kindly request a formal follow-up response regarding the current weekend staffing levels for 
ACS dispatch and the specific steps the city is taking to ensure resident calls are handled 
during peak weekend hours. Animal welfare reflects our city's values, and I urge you to prioritize 
sustainable, increased funding for ACS during budget deliberations.

6
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I am a Long Beach resident and I am writing to strongly oppose the City of Long Beach using Silverado 
Park Pool as part of the collateral for the proposed $50 million line of credit.
Silverado Park Pool is much more than a city-owned building. It is an important community resource for 
families on the Westside. Children and adults use the pool to learn how to swim, and women and other 
community members rely on the water-exercise programs to stay active and healthy. The City itself offers 
swimming lessons and water-exercise classes at Silverado Pool. 
Silverado Park Pool is an important community asset serving Long Beach residents, including children, 
families, seniors, and people who rely on affordable public recreation. I do not believe a facility that 
provides an essential public service should be placed at risk to secure financing—particularly when the 
City has not yet publicly identified the specific projects that this $50 million borrowing facility will fund.
I understand that the proposed lease-leaseback structure is intended to allow the City to borrow without a 
traditional voter-approved bond. However, the fact that the arrangement is legally structured as a lease 
does not change the importance of the underlying question: why should a public swimming pool in District 
1 be used to secure borrowing when the City has not clearly explained what the money will be used for?

I respectfully ask that you:
Oppose including Silverado Park Pool in the proposed collateral package.
Request that the City identify the specific projects that would be financed before approving the borrowing 
arrangement.
Require the City to explain publicly why Silverado Pool was selected and what alternatives were 
considered.
Ensure that residents understand exactly what rights the lender would have if the City were unable to 
make the required payments.
Protect Silverado Park Pool from being placed at financial risk without a clear and compelling public 
benefit.
As a District 7 resident, I would appreciate knowing whether you will oppose using Silverado Park Pool as 
collateral and whether you will advocate for its removal from the financing agreement before the matter 
comes before the City Council.

7

I’m writing because I wanted to voice my support for the Long Beach Public Library and ask that 
you please reconsider any cuts to library hours or staff in the FY27 budget.
Libraries are so much more than just a place to check out books. They give people a safe place 
to learn, access resources, use computers, look for jobs, and feel connected to their community. 
For a lot of people, they’re one of the few places where they feel welcome without having to 
spend money.
I also really hope you’ll consider keeping the Public Mental Health Associate positions. Having 
mental health support available, especially for teens, can make a huge difference. These 
positions help people feel seen, supported, and connected to resources when they need it most.
I truly believe investing in our libraries is investing in our community. Cutting these services 
would impact so many people who depend on them every day. Please do everything you can to 
preserve library hours and staff in the FY27 budget.

Don't 
Know
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I understand that difficult decisions have to be made concerning the budget. I am writing to ask 
that you not support any budget decisions that will cut funding to:
1. The Long Beach Public Library
2. Health and Human Services
3. The Fire Department
Please leave these budgets intact. Cuts to these departments will only make things worse for 
people who are struggling or are on the verge of struggling. The services provided by these 
departments are essential to the health and well-being of EVERY member of our city.

Don't 
Know

What? $80,000 per person or $800,000 for 10 people! that's insane! Library fence
Burning money city just like stupid  lbusd! & lbcc & mayor HE wrex long BEACH 
This amount of $800,000, if dedicated to services for homeless individuals, would shelter a 
minimum of 10 people for a year,” the committee wrote in a letter to the City Council and Mayor 
Rex Richardson.

Don't 
Know

I am in complete support that Engine 14 remains funded and located at Fire Station 14 to 
protect our East Long Beach neighborhoods and that  our 4 Quality of Life Officer positions stay 
in place to help mental health outreach, homeless engagement, and neighborhood quality-of-life 
concerns.  We are showing a  3.7% increase in homelessness reported.  Please support this 
station to remain funded.  This is not where cuts should be taken.  

Don't 
Know
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Don't 
Know*

*Document displayed above was included in an email sent providing feedback on the FY 27 
Proposed Budget
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Community Meeting In-Person Comments Attachment F

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 - Virtual (Zoom)

How much has the City paid out in legal settlements and what can be done to reduce such obligations?
Will the fire station thats being built in 90807 be finished and staffed this fiscal year?
How will the contractors be vetted and monitored? Mostly the monitoring for the quality of service. The 
repaving of the streets and alleys without quality of service then we have to redo it again. I am seeing this in 
my area
You outline the success of economic development, where is the revenue increase from jobs added, etc?  
With all of the building going on in the city, where is the benefit from developer fees?
How many of the FTE reductions are filled vs. vacant?

Why are we reducing safety monitoring officers for homeless people? We need more, the local library is 
filled with homeless people leaving little room for the students that want to use the library resources
Have you looked into repurposing city owned properties for homelessness services?
Will the quality of life/homelessness also be done by other organizations? 
When you speak to replenishing reserves, if this is the first year of deficit are you using significant reserves 
to get to the $58 million deficit?  Or did the city use reserves in the previous five years to meet budget?  
Does the city not have a reserve policy?
Will an audit be done to look at the effectiveness homeless program and the way the funds are actually 
being used?
As you rushed through the additions by the mayor, what is the total allocated toward 2028 Olympics 
measures such as over "Olympic legacy", "medals park", etc.
How much of emergency calls are routed to non-police mental health resources, and does that generate 
any savings?
How many vacancies exist in the city?  Assuming that there are more than 300 vacancies in the city, do you 
anticipate that most filled positions being recommended to be eliminated will be moved to do different work 
within the city?
How will the sunset of the Equity and Human Relations Commission affect the City’s ability to receive and 
investigate discrimination complaints from LGBTQ+ residents, and what alternative mechanism will be 
established?
Given the loss of HOPWA grant indirect cost support, what alternative sources will the City pursue to 
maintain housing assistance capacity for people living with HIV/AIDS?
How will the Health Fund restructuring and elimination of 47 vacant positions specifically affect STI/HIV 
testing and treatment capacity, and what metrics will be used to monitor service levels?
Will the City expand SOGI data collection standards beyond the Health Department to other city 
departments, and what is the timeline?
With regard to monitoring...has the city changed how monitoring is done and responded to when 
contractors are not doing the work they're being paid to do after the recent history of the city paying for work 
that wasn't done in the area of homelessness?

Given the projected decline in Clinical Service Visits (from 8,700 in FY 25 to 8,500 projected in FY 27), what 
specific steps are being taken to restore capacity for HIV prevention, sexual health, and reproductive care?
Verbal question about streets: how are we properly providing for oversight and management of road 
upgrades to cut down on the need to make fixes after major changes have been made?
Have any of the city's properties been looked at to create revenue?
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You talked about how one of the contributing factors to the budget deficit came from choosing to increase 
to the number of fire and police employees, and then outlined proposed cuts to both departments. 
Comparing from before the increase to after the potential cuts, will the number of employees in each 
department have decreased or increased?
Regarding the 237 City FTE positions that are being cut, how many existing vacant positions (not part of the 
budget cuts) are available to be filled?
Regarding homelessness, is there any room in the library's budget to increase support for security and 
safety services?
Single audits speak to rule following, not effectiveness. What outcomes can the city show in relation to our 
homeless count and other salient items? How do we go about performance audits?
Even though the CM has successfully implemented racial equity throughout the City, some Department 
Management Teams continue to harass/discriminate in protected classes against their staff which 
introduces risk of expensive litigation. What are the CM and HR Depts doing to educate/discipline these 
City Dept Mgmt personnel to reduce the possibility of pricey lawsuits?
Is the CM Dept aware that cost reduction ideas raised by City line staff have not been considered and 
researched due to harassment/discrimination challenges occurring within the Depts. The only way to 
provide these ideas to the CM Dept is through Union meetings. When will the CM Dept meet with the 
Unions to obtain additional cost savings ideas from line staff?
Will budget cuts affect support to our Willow Springs park?
Regarding Olymics-related infrastructure projects: And that is only the City costs?  Nothing getting 
reimbursed?

The older adults programming staff has gone from 1 to 0 full time employees, commenter encourages 
keeping the position because of the amount of high-age humans locally and more broadly.

Thursday, August 6, 2026 - Charles Lindbergh Middle School 
I appreciate that  the Mayor restored some older adult services
I appreciate that the Mayor joined the Metro Board
We need to make sure Long Beach gets its fair share of state dollars for older adults
I didn't hear anything about districts in the presentation or pamphlet--will some be affected more than others 
or are cuts made across the board?
You highlighted the rising cost of living--how does this budget affect the labor unions actively negotiating 
their contracts right now?

Do we really need to replace that helicopter? If we need eyes in the sky, wouldn't a drone be cheaper?

Under the service reductions, I was wondering which district is losing the two code enforcement officers?
While the City has highlighted reductions in violence, we also need to highlight the community 
organizations that contribute to those effects. Public safety is not only reflected in data, but in whether 
residents feel safe in their neighborhoods and communities. As the City continues to invest in public safety, 
it's equally important to invest in violence prevention and community building. We need to put the public 
back in public safety with a more holistic approach
If we're going to have the one day of closure for the libraries, I would really appreciate it if we could have it 
staggered so that people who need to go to libraries would still have at least one open every day of the 
week.
What type of closures and staff loss are we looking at for the Michelle Obama library?
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Are there any plans for a fare-free LBT? I think it would really help alleviate some of the transit and 
congestion issues before LA 28
Will the Go Long Beach app be affected by the reductions?
We have a huge group of volunteers that meets and cleans streets in district 8, but I have a concern about 
medians being poorly maintained in our district. I want to help out, an Adopt-a-Median program could be a 
solution

Long Beach is a big city with an extensive ally system, and many suffer from crime and dumping. We've 
asked the council and law enforcement how we can deal with it, and we mark it on Go Long Beach often 
but it's hard to keep it consistently clear. What can we do to keep its condition better?
Why not put more city employees on buses to save on fleet costs?

Saturday, August 8, 2026 - Silverado Park
Why are the salary values for the management and supervision cuts so much higher than those for the main service 
reductions? We need salary cuts at the top
I'm concerned about cuts to the senior center. I'm a low-income senior and I can only live here because I live inhighly 
subsidized HUD housing. I've been really lucky not to have major health issues until now so the emergency service 
reductions are also a big concern for me. It's been really hard for me to find a health official who would actually tend to 
me because the resources are so slim. By 2030 there will be more seniors than younger people so we need to reconsider 
how those resources are distributed

The print media is spreading that there's a $50 million HELOC program. That much money on HELOC would mean $6 
million annually just to pay back interest. This is putting our parking lot at risk because you're using it as collateral
I also think all of us seniors need to be concerned because we're on fixed incomes so these cuts and tax increases put us 
under strain
Are there going to be cuts to senior programs like our field trip and lunch programs?
Why Silverado pool? There are so many other properties in the City, so why do we have to leverage this asset for credit? It 
makes me feel like the West Side is a target and we're already not treated equitably, I would appreciate other areas be 
leveraged
The Cabrillo Gym is just a few feet too small for us to hold championships

I'm concerned about the senior programs as a whole, but also children's programs, those for single mothers. There are a 
lot of programs run by volunteers, so I'm hoping that some of these services can be supplemented by volunteers
You'd mentioned the rotating fire engine--I just want to know what that's going to look like. Would it rotate through the full 
City?
Although we recognize that the Library has to do their part to close the deficit, we're very concerned about the currently 
planned cuts. We're particularly concerned because the school libraries are now closed--the public libraries will have en 
even higher load because of this, so hour reductions will have a huge impact. Those who suffer most will be residents, 
library card holders, and library staff
Can we recap--there are going to be some new traffic lights placed? Is this a new pilot program?

Regarding services contracted out, will the City track the impacts those contracted services have on the community? I'm 
mindful that private traffic guard companies have different priorities than public servants.
How do you arrive at the reductions that you decide on. Lots of the health department services, especially for children, 
are essential so how to you make that decision?

3



Community Meeting In-Person Comments Attachment F

I think there could be a great effort made to reallocate the massive amount of money going to police to other areas of the 
budget. If people don't have other basic services, they are more likely to commit crimes, so I feel like we could invest 
more proactively
You also mention contracting out for some technology to aid police since they have cuts--can we have any assurance 
that our contractors will not be aiding ICE or invading privacy?
I want to echo the concerns about libraries because I am a big librarygoer
I also am concerned about how defense companies are being welcomed into the local economy--especially if they work 
on services that invade privacy. How much money are they bringing in and how is it actually going to benefit the City in 
the long and short term?

My issue with this is the timing. My house is almost totally paid for so I'm really concerned when I hear the term 
contracting out. Contracting out to me means union busting. I'm also concerned about services being replaced by 
nonprofits because they have diverging interests to exaggerate their success and get more money from the City. I'm just 
disappointed by what's going on because it seems like they haven't added up the numbers right. City workers are always 
more loyal to the City so I don't like to see these replacements

I'm not a fan of the pool being used as collateral for a $50 million loan, what guarantee do we have that you won't default?
I'm also really concerned about the homelessness services on Long Beach Boulevard
I appreciate the efforts by the Mayor and City Manager to partner with nonprofits to make sure services are covered and 
not totally cut

Monday, August 10, 2026 - Renaissance High School for the Arts
How much did we spend on the Vibe City branding? It feels right now like that wasn't the greatest move
Public safety consumes 64% of the General Fund, so what's the City's long-term plan for pension payments? How are 
you going to reduce that impact on services?
Given that your (CM's) role is chiefly advisory to the Council, can you explain the staggering discrepancy between today's 
presentation and the January meetings where we basically gave a budget wishlist? Why didn't we sound the alarms 
earlier? One example is the groundbreaking at the Belmont Pool and just a few days later reporting cut pool hours at a 
budget meeting.
You mentioned that you used the Tidelands funds to build the F&M Amphitheater, and I know that was supposed to 
replenish revenue but is it really a better choice than replenishing the sand on the beach?

Will those traffic controls you mentioned include people running red lights? It's not speeding but it's horrible

I've always liked going to libraries but just last weekend, I especially appreciated that there's AC in there.

I heard that when people buy thing off Amazon, it kind of hurts the City because the sales tax if you were to buy local 
doesn't get put back into the City. Is that true, and is there any sense in some outreach on that kind of thing? Sometimes I 
buy off Amazon because I'm lying on the couch and I feel like oh I might as well do this.

I'm interested in the Elevate 28 street management plan. As residents, we don't see the work being done, so my question 
is are these things actually being done or we're writing it down on a budget then kicking it down the road?
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I'm a homeowner in Long Beach, lived here for over 20 years. I remember when we were red or black from your map. In 
the private industry we see these trends and they try to take some accountability and use a risk management framework. 
So my question is why don't we take some proactive steps so that it isn't peppered like this with deficits.

We're paying a lot of money in legal fees for the City's decisions to challenge the State of California, etc., where's the 
accountability for that? As a taxpayer I feel like why are we doing this because we're talking about millions of dollars on 
the line. Who's responsible for that? Because as a business if you're costing us that much you're out of here

We have a bunch of deputy mayors at who knows how much per head. So as a community member if I'm choosing 
whether this entire department providing services or a bunch of deputy mayors are more helpful, I'm really confused 
about how these decisions are being made to pay for that instead of services
Why only $50,000 for the Westside Promise after such a big press release and narrative because there's a big gap there 
with the actual amount of money invested
Under the CD section, it says we're going to reduce a Neighborhood Resource Center and I'm here to advocate that we 
don't

Another thing here is the Tidelands Funds--can they be used on things close to the beach like the Billie Jean King library?
The Vision Zero pedestrian safety initiative--is that a specific project with reports on safety data coming out? Is there 
someone dedicated to that or is it just a concept?

I'm concerned about the homeless outreach officers being cut-you're saying that the beach is going to get a dedicated 
officer and the others will rotate throughout the city? It's a fact that if homeless people keep living in the parks, crime will 
keep going up. Why is the beach getting a whole officer? What is going to happen with the people being released back 
into the streets due to service cuts? Because that's going to put an even greater load on the police which are also cut
It's been said multiple times during this presentation that reliance on federal funding is one of the major sources of 
turbulence, so thinking long-term, how can we shore up our own reserves and plan so that we can weather a recession 
and top-down cut like this again in the future?
You said that aerospace jobs are coming to Long Beach, so when you say that, do you mean weapons manufacturing 
businesses like Anduril?
Do you think the loss in revenue is a result of ICE and how they’ve ravaged our community?

I just wanted to uplift the love for the libraries as cooling centers and education centers. I think right now these cuts are 
going to hit students really hard because the LBUSD library staff were just cut by half. Also as many residents face 
emergencies, libraries help people apply to jobs and continue their education so I want to uplift them as a priority

I just want to commend the financial department of our City and Tom. This is the most transparent budget I've seen and 
as for predicting the future, no one can do that. Lots of cities like ours are struggling.
This is the most affordable housing that's been built in a long time, thank you very much for that
The other important thing about libraries is that it's somewhere for middle schoolers and teens to go which keeps them 
off the street and from doing bad things. With the cut to rec programs and the parks, this is two really big things impacting 
young people.
San Jose and Atlanta use predictive infrastructure for traffic calming, why isn't Long Beach doing that?

In terms of housing, I remember I was at a City Council meeting where the County was giving money for low and very low 
income units, and the Council rejected it for moderate income units. How much do you make per year Tom?
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Thursday, August 13, 2026 - Long Beach City College
Are there any plans to scale back the Belmont Pool due to its location in a flood zone? What about the money we receive 
through oil operations, what happened with that?
Why did it cost $7 million to facilitate a new Police Academy class?
In the proposal for reduction of staffing and services, did we consider the cost efficacy of the things that members of the 
public were able to do/make use of during the time they were taking advantage of those spaces? Police are far more 
expensive per minute/hour than LAC and PRM.
Thankful for the budget presentation; most people probably can only digest only 5% of it. What is happening with drone 
technology for Police and Fire? What are we doing in the realm of AI?
The renevue generated by the port is in the tens of millions of dollars; where is the money that comes from the 
tremendous amounts of taxes on goods/rent going in the City?
Regarding the automated speed enforcement and real time crime center, is there any connection with these items to 
Flock? What protections are in place for us with respect to mass surveillance?
In an ideal world there would be no cuts to public services that truly help people, including the library fund; is it their 
decision to cut subscriptions to the local newspapers as part of a broader budget reduction strategy? Understands 
concerns about mass surveillance so anything that touches intellectual curiousity and community care matter even 
more.
Regarding the employment cuts at the library, when will the positions be eliminated? Recently applied to a role with LAC, 
will they be let go when I receive their offer? What is the timing?
Regarding bicycle lanes, why are they constructed the way they are and who conducts the studies on possible usage and 
decides how their contours? Concerned about the designs on Studebaker and potential to cause accidents with motor 
vehicles. Are they for e-bikes too?
Long Beach taxpayers pay more per police officer than 85% of California cities and they do not follow rules and 
regulations regarding the security of data, etc. Why not have a majority of the cuts to the budget come from PD as 
opposed to other parts of the City? Can you elaborate on the statement that the Police are taking the largest raw dollar 
amount of the cuts?
With respect to revenue, we were shown a slide that detailed how Long Beach makes a lot less revenue per person than 
other cities so what are we doing to generate more revenue in the Long Beach? What are the root causes of this 
challenge?

Thank you for hosting these public meetings. Speaking in opposition to the proosed cuts to LAC as they happen at the 
same time as cuts to the LBUSD libraries and PRM. Folks are unable to leave their homes due to feeling lack of safety. 
Her daughter and her friends love going out to their public library throughout the week; for those who are parenting this is 
an additional struggle as childhood is fleeting and parents struggle with lack of amenities in their communities and 
bridge that gap with public libraries in particular.
Can you tell us more about LA28 and how the related revenue and expentitures are affecting our city?
It is proposed that the City will experience buget surpluses in the coming years; with the World Cup happening and 
reports that it didn’t make as much revenue, do we have concerns about businesses not coming to town in the ways that 
are otherwise expected?

Fifth district resident and firefighter/paramedic has been with patients on fire engines and ambulances and has seen the 
demand that unhoused peoples place on the public safety system; understands that the city has strained resurces and 
that the 14th engine has a lower call volume, but we all rely on resouces like this; what analysis has been done to 
understand the true cost of relieving that engine of its duties?

6



Community Meeting In-Person Comments Attachment F

District 9 resident feels the area near their home is neglected and received a notice about Prop 218 and would like to 
know how the new utility taxes being assessed be distributed?

When does Measure A go into effect? What time next year? What would the new sales tax rate be? Will this continue to 
increase sales taxes moving forward? Is the city planning to increase sales tax further in the future?

You referenes 6,500 new jobs related to Space Beach; some of those will be in relation to Andril, a weapons 
manufacturer; how do we square this with being a Values Act city and are they really about advancing space tech?

Regarding revenue generation, when it comes to small business, has the City Manager considered a vacany tax for 
commercial properties that go unfilled? Explained the reasons behing implementing a vacancy tax as well.

7
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1 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

Demographic Information 
FY 27 Digital Comment Card & Community Meeting Demographic Survey 

 
Digital Comment Card Demographic Responses 

1. Responses by Council District: 688 Total Responses 
 

 
 

2. Gender Expression or Identity: 667 Total Responses 
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2 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

3. Race/Ethnicity: 673 Total Responses 
 

 
 

4. Age: 670 Total Responses 
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3 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

5. Number of People in Household: 668 Total Responses 
 

 
 

6. Primary Language Spoken in the Home: 671 Total Responses* 
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4 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

 
7. Disability Self-Identification: 664 Total Responses 

 

 
 

8. If Self-Identified as Disabled, Indicate Type of Disability: 173 Total Responses 
 

 
 
 

71

525

68

11%

79%

10%

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

Yes No Perfer not to answer

N
U

M
BE

R
 O

F 
R

ES
PO

N
SE

S

PERMANENT OR LONG-TERM DISABILITY

1 5 6
29

12

120

1% 3% 3%

17%

7%

69%

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Visual Hearing Cognitive Physical Mental
Health

Perfer not to
answer

N
U

M
BE

R
 O

F 
R

ES
PO

N
SE

S

TYPE OF DISABILITY



Demographic Information  Attachment G 

5 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

 
9. How Respondents Learned About the Survey: 664 Total Responses 

 

 
 
Community Meeting Demographic Survey Responses: 

1. Responses by Council District: 112 Total Responses 
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6 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

2. Gender Expression or Identity: 111 Total Responses 
 

 
 

3. Race/Ethnicity: 111 Total Responses* 
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7 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

 
4. Age: 111 Total Responses 

 

 
 

5. Number of People in Household: 111 Total Responses 
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8 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

6. Primary Language Spoken in the Home: 89 Total Responses* 
 

 
 

7. Disability Self-Identification: 88 Total Responses 
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9 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

8. If Self-Identified as Disabled, Indicate Type of Disability: 18 Total Responses* 
 

 
 

9. How Respondents Learned About the Community Meeting: 108 Total 
Responses* 
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10 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses. 

10. Additional Comments: 30 Total Responses 
 

Community Meeting Demographic Survey Open-Response 

“Please use the following space to provide any additional comments” 

Thank you for providing a virtual community meeting.  

The Public Libraries are one of the most important assets of the City.  Although I 
understand that each department has to make cuts to balance the budget for the 
next two years - at least - cuts to the library budget will result in less hours and less 
services at a time when use of the library's services keeps rising.  Do not make any 
more structural cuts to the Library's budget! 
about myself? I'm a nice guy.  
Thank you for the presentation, especially providing a virtual option. 

Cut high level salaries first 
Please make City spending transparent to community members! 
Stop the cuts! 
Though I reside in District 3, much of my advocacy is focused on D7 where I was 
raised. 
Thank you for having this meeting in North Long Beach :) 
PLEASE fully fund the Neighborhood Micro Grant Program (NMGP)! 

We can have LB volunteer groups for the work that does not have fund or lesser 
fund. There are people out there to help what they can. Thanks. 

We understand the City's fiscal challenges and difficult decisions ahead. However, 
investment in community-based organizations is essential because lives are on the 
line. City + public partnership with the One Long Beach group is essential. 
I like this program keep it in here please. 

- Outreach to community has been woefully inadequate. 
- Tom Modica is a terrible city manager in anticipating needs and communicating 
them to city leaders and the public. The man talks, but says nothing 
- I arrived 15 mins after the start and still felt like I'd heard this presentation 20 
times prior. Feels like we're being talked at, not engaged with. 
- Ha, ha, ha - mythbuster about blue + green carts is tone deaf to community 
frustrated about the implementation of that program. 
- Jeez, can Tom be any more glib + condescending? 
These meetings are great! 
Interested to know about the city budget. 
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11 
*Indicates questions where participants had an option to select multiple responses.

It would be helpful to have a presentation on how revenue the tech/aerospace 
companies are bringing to Long Beach (like Vast, Relativity, etc.) 

Is good to have these kinda meetings because informed you about problems of our 
city thank you. 
Keep the libraries funded 
Please keep the libraries funded, thank you! 
Cut PD budget not housing, health services 
Too much budget is going to police and companies involved in war crimes. I am 
concerned. 
Thanks for having this meeting. 
Thank you for meetings. 

This is my second meeting this cycle, and after Rebecca shared the data tallies 
from the January-February meetings, it's abundantly clear that outreach and 
engagement are sadly inadequate to the moment. 99 total respondents from my 
district. Most in the 20s; one at just 10. How are we not able to do this better? 
Please keep funding Cert Program 
appreciate the opportunity to provide answers to community questions 
Thank you 
Libraries are essential, Olympic improvements are temporary, Residents are the 
priority. 

The proposed areas of budget cut and lack of imagination in positive revenue 
generation from helping long beachers start businesses to generate sales tax 
revenue is immensely disappointing.  
Police response time in bixby knolls where I live is very slow for property crime. 
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