CITY OF

LONGBEACH

Memorandum

Date: September 18, 2025

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager -__/i '
From: Stephen P. Scott, Acting Director of Parks, Recreation and Marine /@{

For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Letter from Marine Advisory Commission regarding run off debris from the Los
Angeles River

On September 11, 2025, the Marine Advisory Commission gave authorization to submit a
memorandum to the Mayor and City Council regarding run off debris from the Los Angeles
River. The attached letter expresses the Marine Advisory Commission’s requests and
recommendations for consideration.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Scott, Acting Director of Parks, Recreation
and Marine, at (562) 570-3170 or Stephen.Scott@longbeach.gov.

ATTACHMENT

cc: DAWN McINTOsH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucLAs P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doubp, CITY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MonNIQUE DE LA GARzA, CITY CLERK
DEPARTMENT HEADS
TobD LELAND, MARINE BUREAU MANAGER
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Marine Advisory Commission

CITY OF LONG BEACH
205 N. Marina Drive, Long Beach, CA 90803
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September 11, 2025

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
City of Long Beach

411 West Ocean Blvd., 11" Floor

Long Beach, CA 90802

RE: Run off Debris from the Los Angeles River
Dear Mayor Richardson and Members of the City Council,

The Marine Advisory Commission writes to express our serious concern regarding the
escalating debris problem affecting Long Beach's coastline due to runoff from the Los
Angeles River. This issue has reached a critical juncture that demands immediate attention
and collaborative action between Long Beach and the County of Los Angeles.

Financial Impact and Historical Context

Six years ago, the County of Los Angeles discontinued the $500,000 in annual financial
support that had previously been provided to Long Beach to help manage the debris and
cleanup costs associated with runoff from the LA River. This funding was essential for
maintaining our beaches and protecting our marine environment from the continuous influx
of debris originating upstream.

Escalating Debris Problem

Our analysis of beach debris data from fiscal years 2020-2024 reveals the magnitude of
this challenge:

« Total debris collected: 12,571.11 tons over the five-year period

« Peak debris year: FY23 with 4,881.22 tons collected

« Increasing costs: Total labor and material costs reached $12.3 million over five
years

« Cost per ton: Ranging from $428.50 to $2,483.16, with the highest costs occurring
in recent years

The data clearly demonstrates that FY23 represented an extraordinary surge in debris,
with nearly 4,900 tons collected, more than double the typical annual amount. Even
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accounting for this peak year, the baseline debris levels remain substantial, averaging over
2,000 tons annually in recent years.

Furthermore, climate change projections indicate that storms are expected to intensify in
the coming years, which will likely exacerbate runoff volumes and increase debris
mobilization from upstream sources. This means the debris problem will become a
consistent and growing challenge, making it even more critical to establish sustainable
funding and management solutions.!

Inadequate Current Measures

While we acknowledge that the County of Los Angeles operates a trash boom system for
the interception, collection, and removal of floating debris at the mouth of the Los Angeles
River, the effectiveness of this system appears insufficient given the documented increase
in debris reaching Long Beach shores. The trash boom, while a valuable tool, clearly
cannot capture all debris flowing downstream, particularly during storm events when runoff
volumes are highest.

Impact on Long Beach

The cessation of LA County's financial support, combined with increasing debris volumes,
and tidelands funds set to run out, has created an unsustainable burden on Long Beach
taxpayers. Our city's beach maintenance crews and resources are being overwhelmed by
debris that originates far upstream in the LA River watershed. This situation is
fundamentally inequitable, as Long Beach bears the financial and environmental costs of
pollution generated throughout the entire LA River system.

Recommendations

The Marine Advisory Commission respectfully urges the City Council to take the following
actions:

1. Immediate Engagement: Initiate formal discussions with the County of Los
Angeles to reinstate the annual $500,000 support payment, adjusted for inflation
and increased debris volumes since the program's discontinuation.

2. Enhanced Monitoring: Work with County of Los Angeles to improve the
effectiveness of existing trash boom systems and explore additional debris capture
technologies upstream of Long Beach.

3. Regional Cooperation: Advocate for a comprehensive approach to LA River
debris management that recognizes Long Beach as a downstream recipient of
watershed-wide pollution.

! hitpsiffsclence.nasa.gov/edrth/climate-change/how-climate-change-may-be-mpacting-storms-over-earths-tropical-ocears/



Marine Advisory Commission
Page 3 of 3

Conclusion

The Los Angeles River debris problem represents a clear case of environmental and
financial burden-shifting that cannot be allowed to continue. Long Beach residents and
marine ecosystems should not bear the disproportionate cost of managing pollution
generated throughout the LA River watershed. We urge swift action to address this critical
issue and restore equitable cost-sharing arrangements with the County of Los Angeles.

The Marine Advisory Commission stands ready to support the City Council in addressing
this urgent matter and looks forward to a prompt and comprehensive response.

Thank yo your consideration,
JP urray, Chalr Bruce Mac Rae, Vice Chair
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