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Date:  June 4, 2025

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager _jﬁ‘{ﬁl/_

From: Brent Dennis, Director of Parks, Recreation and Marine%
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Golf Advisory Committee Recommendations Regarding the City’s Ordinance
Prohibiting Smoking in City Parks and Other Recreation Areas

The Golf Advisory Committee (GAC) acts as an advisory body to the City through the
Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine (Department), providing ongoing input, guidance,
and recommendations regarding the City’s five municipal golf courses. The GAC approved a
recommendation requesting that the City Council amend the Long Beach Municipal Code to
restrict smoking at City golf courses as outlined below.

On October 19, 2010, the City Council approved Ordinance ORD-0-0034 adding Section
8.68.066 and Subsection 8.68.120.C to the Long Beach Municipal Code to ban smoking in all
outdoor areas of parks and open space, except for municipal golf courses, or permitted
activities including, but not limited to, filming and/or special events. The exception for municipal
golf courses was included at the recommendation of the City’s golf course operator, American
Golf Corporation (AGC), and the Municipal Golf Commission, which was dissolved in 2012 and
replaced with the current GAC. At the time of the recommendation, the majority of the more
than 140 California cities and counties that prohibited smoking in parks exempted their golf
courses from the ban. It also pointed to potential negative impacts to revenue and the lower
likelihood of environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) endangering youth and other patrons on the
golf courses due to the greater open space and lower density of people, as individuals typically
navigate the course in small, dispersed groups.

The GAC, in response to concerns from the public and GAC members, has discussed this
issue at several of its recent meetings. While concerns about potential exposure to tobacco
smoke on the courses themselves remain relatively low due to open-air conditions and wide
spacing, greater concern arises in areas where people gather more densely, particularly on the
driving range, where players may be in close proximity to others potentially for periods of an
hour or more. The GAC and AGC note that, since 2010, a growing number of California cities
and counties have successfully prohibited smoking at golf courses or in designated areas of
golf courses. The recommendation from the GAC, with support from AGC, is to prohibit
smoking in practice areas; eating areas, including outdoor eating areas; and areas where
patrons may congregate, such as near the clubhouse entrances.

The GAC recommends that PRM and the City Manager request City Council amend LBMC
Section 8.68.066 to allow smoking at municipal golf courses only in designated areas and not
in all areas of the courses.


https://longbeach.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=7733
https://longbeach.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=7733

Golf Advisory Committee Recommended Changes to the City’s Ordinance Prohibiting Smoking
in City Parks and Other Recreation Areas

June 4, 2025

Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Brent Dennis, Director of Parks, Recreation and
Marine, at (562) 570-3170 or Brent.Dennis@Ilongbeach.gov.

CC: DAWN MCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doup, CiTY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY City MANAGER
GRACE YOON, Deputy CiITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY City MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MOoNIQUE DE LA GARzA, CiTY CLERK (REF #23-24850)
DEPARTMENT HEADS
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