CITY OF

I_O N G Memorandum

Date: June 17, 2025
To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager \M

From: Brent Dennis, Director of Parks, Recreation and Marine Ei:
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Parks and Recreation Commission Recommended Changes to Long Beach
Municipal Code Chapter 3.72 - Tennis Trust Account

As authorized by Article IX of the Long Beach City Charter, the Parks and Recreation
Commission (Commission) has exclusive authority over all leisure activities in public parks and
recreational facilities controlled or operated by the City of Long Beach (City). The Commission
also establishes fees for recreational related programing, park use, and facilities, and authorizes
the issuance of permits and agreements related to leisure activities.

In 1976, the Commission approved instituting a pay system for the Billie Jean King Tennis Center
in Recreation Park and El Dorado Tennis Center in El Dorado Park (collectively: Centers). After
the pay system was operational, the Commission requested the City Council to adopt an
ordinance that would establish a Tennis Trust Account (Trust) in order to clarify the City’s policy
regarding revenue collected from the Centers.

Per the ordinance, the Long Beach Municipal Code (LBMC) was amended to include Chapter
3.72.010, which created the Trust. Revenues derived from tennis concession privileges at the
Centers would henceforth be deposited into the Trust. Expenditures from the Trust are to be
used for the purchase, maintenance, operation, or improvement of the Centers for the benefit of
public tennis. Funds from the Trust have been used to pay for projects such as court resurfacing,
windscreen replacement, and court lighting upgrades.

Since the creation of the Trust, tennis has remained a popular recreational activity. In recent
years, however, pickleball has become the fastest growing sport in the United States. Pickleball’s
popularity in Long Beach led to the creation of the Pickleball Master Plan and the Pickleball
Advisory Committee. The Department has also worked to address the need for more playing
opportunities. Separately, the City’s current concessionaire has rebranded the Centers to
include pickleball in the name and now offers pickleball instruction.

As currently adopted, Trust funds can only be used for expenditures related to public tennis at
the Centers. To ensure Trust funds may be used for projects that will enhance the Centers and
provide improvements to benefit both tennis and pickleball, the Commission respectfully
recommends that PRM and the City Manager request the City Council to amend LBMC Chapter
3.72.010 to allow expenditures for tennis and pickleball from the Trust and change the name of
the Trust to the Tennis and Pickleball Trust Account. The Commission approved this
recommendation at its meeting on April 17, 2025.
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If you have any questions, please contact Brent Dennis, Director of Parks, Recreation and
Marine, at (562) 570-3170 or Brent.Dennis@longbeach.gov.

cc: DAWN MCcCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucLAs P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doub, CiTY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MonNIQUE DE LA GARzA, CITY CLERK
DEPARTMENT HEADS
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