CITY OF

I_O N G Memorandum

Date:  July 18, 2025

From: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager /,V/ZZ/_
To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Update on Downtown Entertainment Zone Pilot Program Implementation

On June 17, 2025, the City Council directed staff to establish a one-year pilot program
that allows for the regulated outdoor consumption of alcoholic beverages during
designated events in the Downtown Dining and Entertainment District using existing
special event tools and processes like road closures and permits. This action follows the
adoption of California Senate Bill 969, which authorizes all California cities to create
Entertainment Zones (EZs) modeled on successful pilots in other jurisdictions. The
Council's stated objectives for the pilot program are to support economic development
and cultural activation in Downtown, encourage foot traffic and business activity, provide
a framework for controlled, event-based outdoor consumption consistent with public
safety standards, and generate metrics and data to use in the creation of an EZ program
and ordinance.

An interdepartmental working group, including the City Manager's Office, Special Events
and Filming, Economic Development, and the City Attorney's Office, convened to develop
an approach that balances activation opportunities with public safety considerations. This
memorandum provides an update on the City's preliminary research, current status, and
next steps for implementation of the pilot program.

Preliminary Research

Prior to the City Council's formal direction to pursue a pilot program, staff conducted
preliminary research to evaluate potential approaches to implementing an EZ under the
expanded authority provided by Senate Bill 969, which included reviewing adopted
ordinances and pilot frameworks in other jurisdictions, such as the Cities of San Francisco
and Santa Monica, to understand legislative structures, permitting processes, and
operational considerations.

Staff examined examples where cities amended existing municipal codes to enable
outdoor alcohol consumption during designated events, as well as cases where new code
chapters were created to establish specific requirements for EZs. Additionally, staff
gathered information on how other jurisdictions coordinate efforts between city staff and
local business improvement districts.

Current Status

The City currently has the authority to permit event-based outdoor consumption through
its existing special event permitting processes, in coordination with the California
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Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). Under this approach, event organizers
would submit special event permit applications to the City, and Special Events and
Filming staff would coordinate with ABC as needed to secure the appropriate event
authorizations. Event permits include requirements for street closures, operations,
insurance, and public safety planning, consistent with the City's established procedures
for special event permitting. This structure enables the City to permit individual events
under existing processes to avoid delays, while data is collected from pilot program
events and a formal EZ program and ordinance are developed for implementation.

The City Attorney's Office is reviewing relevant state and local law to inform potential
ordinance language for Long Beach. Key considerations include alignment with SB 969
and applicable state alcohol regulations, Municipal Code amendments to codify any
formal EZ programs, and provisions to maintain consistency with existing special event
and alcohol permitting processes.

The Police Department has indicated support for the concept, provided each event
remains tied to a special event permit, which ensures compliance with Proposition L by
enabling Police Department staff to review and approve security plans for each activation.
Input from impacted public safety departments is required as part of the process to
establish EZs as outlined in SB 969.

Next Steps
Staff will continue coordinating on the pilot program and will take the following steps:

e Special Events and Filming will work with the Downtown Long Beach Alliance to
encourage submission of event applications suitable for piloting Entertainment
Zone activations. These pilot events will help collect data and inform the
development of a formal program and ordinance consistent with SB 969.

e ABC has confirmed that the City may proceed with event-based permitting under
existing state law prior to adopting a local ordinance. Staff will coordinate with ABC
to process any required permits for approved events.

e The City Attorney's Office will continue researching and preparing ordinance
language to formally establish the program consistent with state law.

e Once a draft ordinance is available, the interdepartmental working group will
engage with applicable departments, such as Community Development, Police,
and Fire, to review and finalize the proposed regulations and bring a proposal back
to City Council that considers data collected as part of the EZ pilot program.

Staff anticipate returning to City Council in the coming months with ordinance
recommendations and EZ pilot data. In the interim, the EZ pilot program will proceed with
event-specific approvals using existing processes to support activation opportunities as
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early as late summer 2025. If you have any questions, please contact Tyler Bonanno-
Curley, Deputy City Manager, at tyler.curley@longbeach.gov.

CC: DAWN McINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DoucLAs P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doub, CITY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK (REF # 25-55620)
DEPARTMENT HEADS
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