CITY OF

I_O N G B E AC H Memorandum

Date: January 10, 2025

To: Thomas B. Modica, City Manager N /,M
From: Sarah Patterson, Manager of Strategic Partnerships and Government Affairs
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Letter to President Biden Regarding COVID-19 FEMA Funding

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the federal government made millions of dollars
available for emergency costs to local governments like Long Beach. As one of only three
cities in California with its own health department, Long Beach used the funds to conduct
over 1 million COVID-19 tests, administer 334,000 vaccines, provide 4,755,000 pieces of
PPE, and more. Of the $45.6 million submitted to FEMA for reimbursement, only $19.8
million has been disbursed.

Following a letter from members of the California congressional delegation urging
President Biden to release the remainder of funds, Long Beach sent the attached letter
to highlight the work done in the city and the remaining balance due specifically to Long
Beach.

If you have any questions, please contact Sarah Patterson, Manager of Strategic
Partnerships and Government Affairs at sarah.patterson@longbeach.gov.

ATTACHMENT

CC: DAWN McCINTOSH, CITY ATTORNEY
DouGLAS P. HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
LAURA L. Doub, CITY AUDITOR
APRIL WALKER, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
TERESA CHANDLER, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
MEREDITH REYNOLDS, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
GRACE YOON, DEpUTY CITY MANAGER
TYLER BONANNO-CURLEY, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
KEVIN LEE, CHIEF PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER
MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK
DEPARTMENT HEADS



Attachment

CITY OF

LONGBEACH

411 West Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, CA 90802

January 3, 2025

President Joe Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

The City of Long Beach is grateful for your leadership during the COVID-19 pandemic. Long
Beach took the risks of the pandemic seriously and acted quickly to protect our residents and
support the region’s response. We write to respectfully request that you take immediate steps to
expeditiously issue and disburse the remaining $25.8 million in federal reimbursements for
emergency costs incurred by the City during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Long Beach is one of only three cities in California with its own Health Department. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, Long Beach conducted over 1 million tests, administered 334,000 vaccines,
and provided 4,755,000 pieces of PPE. The City also worked tirelessly to make sure all our
residents, and the residents of surrounding cities were safe, including establishing five temporary
and permanent shelters for people experiencing homelessness, two isolation and quarantine
zones, and a Rapid Assessment Clinic. The City also assisted over 202 businesses, 187 Long-
Term Care facilities, and 307 schools/daycares. To fund this critical work, we submitted a total of
$45.6 million in claims to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

We are appreciative of the work FEMA staff have already done with the City, but know it is critical
to have an efficient and effective process to quickly disburse the remaining funds. Thus far, we
have received $19.8 million in reimbursements of the $45.6 million submitted and have $25.8
million pending under review or held as retention. This funding represents 4% of the City’s entire
general fund and is absolutely critical to our City's budget.

It is crucial that the City of Long Beach receive the outstanding funds to continue providing vital
resources to our community. | urge your support in advancing reimbursement without further
delay. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

s

Tom Modica Rex Richardson
City Manager Mayor
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