MAYOR REX RICHARDSON
CITY OF LONG BEACH

May 11, 2026

The Honorable Sabrina Cervantes

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee
California State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 6640

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for SB 881 (McNerney)—Income taxation: credits: voluntary contributions:
food bank donations

Dear Senator Cervantes,

On behalf of the City of Long Beach (City), the City is in strong support of SB 881 (McNerney),
the Farmer to Food Bank Tax Credit. This legislation will extend important tax incentives and
voluntary contribution mechanisms designed to reduce food waste and combat hunger across
California.

SB 881 would extend the existing 15 percent state tax credit for qualified farmers, growers, and
food producers who donate surplus food to food banks through 2032. This will ensure wholesome,
nutritious food continues to reach the families and individuals who need it most. The legislation
also extends the Emergency Food for Families Voluntary Tax Contribution Fund through 2037,
preserving a key opportunity for taxpayers to support food assistance efforts through their state
returns.

Food insecurity remains a serious challenge across California, including for many households in
Long Beach. The City is home to a dedicated network of food banks and community partners who
help provide healthy and accessible food options to individuals and families in need. These
organizations provide an invaluable service to vulnerable youth, seniors and families experiencing
food insecurity. SB 881 will extend the support those organizations rely on to serve the greater
Long Beach community and move the State closer to achieving food waste reduction goals set by
SB 1383. By incentivizing donations of fruits, vegetables, proteins, grains, and other quality food
items, SB 881 promotes public—private collaboration while also reducing food waste. SB 881
advances public health, sustainability, and economic stewardship by aligning state tax policy with
critical community needs. For these reasons, the City strongly supports SB 881.

Sincerely,

Rex Richardson
Mayor of Long Beach
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