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May 4, 2026 
 
The Honorable Ben Allen 
California State Senate 
1021 O Street, Suite 7610 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Support for Senate Bill 501 (Allen)—Responsible Battery Recycling Act of 2022: 
covered batteries 
 
Dear Senator Allen,  
 
The City of Long Beach (City) strongly supports SB 501 (Allen), which expands the Responsible 
Battery Recycling Act to require producers of medium-format batteries to provide a convenient 
collection and management process for their disposal.  

California is already leader on extended producer responsibility (EPR) policy for many hard to 
dispose of products and materials. Batteries have been required to be collected separately and 
managed as universal waste for many years, but newer chemistries like lithium ion have 
significantly increased collection and management costs for local governments. Medium-format 
batteries like those used in e-bikes, scooters, and lawn equipment are much larger than 
conventional batteries but aren’t covered under the state’s existing stewardship and recycling 
programs. SB 501 ensures that manufacturers of these larger batteries bear financial responsibility 
for their management and disposal.  

Improperly disposed of batteries can lead to significant health and safety risks for City staff, 
infrastructure and the environment. Local governments are often responsible for the operation of 
local household hazardous waste collection programs, which offer residents free drop-off 
opportunities for household hazardous waste, including batteries, but the costs associated with 
managing newer and larger batteries have quickly escalated and are unsustainable. SB 501 will 
incentivize manufacturers to make medium-format batteries safer and easier to manage at the end 
of their useful lives. For these reasons, the City of Long Beach strongly supports SB 501.  

Sincerely, 

 
Rex Richardson 
Mayor of Long Beach 
 


