MAYOR REX RICHARDSON
CITY OF LONG BEACH

May 4, 2026

The Honorable Buffy Wicks

Chair, Committee on Appropriations
1021 O Street, Suite 8140
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for AB 2378 (Gabriel)—California Violence Intervention and Prevention
Grant Program

Dear Assemblymember Wicks,

On behalf of the City of Long Beach (City), the City is in strong support of AB 2378 (Gabriel),
which would establish an Office of Community Violence Intervention to administer the California
Violence Intervention and Prevention (CalVIP) Grant Program. The CalVIP program is one of the
most cost-efficient and effective community-based violence prevention programs in the state. Last
year, California experienced one of the lowest gun homicide rates ever recorded, specifically
driven by significant reductions in the 15 — 24 age category, a key target population of the CalVIP
program.

In Long Beach, CalVIP funding was used to implement the Long Beach Activating Safe
Communities program and expand the Gun Violence Response Protocol to north and central-east
Long Beach. This allowed for increased interventionist and peacekeeper engagement with high-
risk youth, individualized supportive services, and economic opportunities for youth and families
impacted by gun violence. Additionally, 15 neighborhood activation events were hosted in these
neighborhoods to increase social cohesion and community connectedness.

CalVIP is currently overseen by the Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC), but there
is no senior-level position to oversee the program's growth and investments in evidence-based
strategies that improve community safety. AB 2378 would establish the Office of Community
Violence Intervention (Office), within BSCC to administer CalVIP, coordinate with the
Department of Justice’s Office of Gun Violence Prevention, engage in strategic planning, and
provide technical assistance and support to grantees and applicants. The new Office will provide
greater support and guidance to critical community-based work, enabling California to remain a
national leader for violence prevention and gun safety. For these reasons, the City of Long Beach
strongly supports AB 2378.

Sincerely,

Rex Richardson
Mayor of Long Beach
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