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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Buffy Wicks 
Chair, Assembly Committee on Appropriations  
1021 O Street, Suite 8140 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Support for AB 1941(González)—Organized Metal Theft 
 

Dear Assemblymember Wicks, 
 
On behalf of the City of Long Beach (City), the City is in strong support of AB 1941 (González), 
which enhances enforcement against copper wire theft by targeting repeat and organized offenders 
who steal, or traffic prohibited metal materials. 
 
Metal theft has become an expensive and challenging issue for cities across California and the 
nation, severely impacting critical infrastructure components including streetlights, fire hydrants 
and fire department connections, manhole covers, electric vehicle (EV) charging stations, and 
backflow prevention devices. Thieves often target these public assets due to the high value of 
precious metal, specifically copper, leaving behind significant damage that endangers public safety 
and imposes burdensome repair costs on local governments and businesses.  
 
From October 1 through December 31, 2025, the City’s Department of Public Works received 427 
streetlight work orders. Of these, 76, nearly one in five, were directly related to copper theft and 
vandalism. While routine outages can typically be inspected and repaired within a couple of weeks, 
incidents involving theft or vandalism are far more complex. These repairs often require full circuit 
reconstruction, replacement of destroyed pull boxes and pole doors, and extensive rewiring. As a 
result, restoration can take 90 days or longer, leaving neighborhoods without reliable lighting for 
extended periods. The financial impact has escalated just as sharply.  
 
The cost of repairs associated with copper theft and related vandalism has risen by more than 
1,300%, from just over $15,000 in 2021 to nearly $223,000 in 2025. This rapid increase reflects 
both the growing frequency of these crimes and the significant labor and material costs required 
to restore damaged infrastructure. The financial burden of repairing and replacing stolen 
infrastructure components falls on taxpayers, utility providers, and municipalities, draining public 
resources that could otherwise be used for community development and essential services.  
 
AB 1941 would protect vital public infrastructure from ongoing damage by allowing prosecutors 
to bring enhanced charges for coordinated or repeated thefts and enable a more robust information 
sharing system to tackle this issue.  
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For these reasons, the City of Long Beach is in strong support of AB 1941 (González). 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rex Richardson 
Mayor of Long Beach 
 


