
Accepting Gifts

The State's Political Reform Act and certain City policies regulate your receipt of certain gifts. Gift 
regulations in the Political Reform Act applies to all persons required to file a Statement of Economic 
Interests - Form 700 (Form 700). It is important for you to be familiar with these laws because 
accepting a prohibited gift may subject you to penalties and may require the City to void contracts if 
a conflict of interest has occurred. All City Departments are subject to the City’s Policy Regarding the 
Use and Distribution of Tickets and Passes Provided to the City for Entertainment Purposes.

What is a gift?

A gift is anything of value that you receive for which you do not provide monetary or other 
consideration of equal or greater value. Gifts can include:

· Gift baskets
· Cookies and candy                                                                            
· Meals
· Tickets to sporting or theater events
· Rebates or discounts in the price of anything of value

Who is subject to gift restrictions?

All City officials and employees are subject to gift restrictions. This includes elected officials, 
appointed officials, and City employees.

What are the gift restrictions for elected officials, appointed officials and commissioners?

City officials and commissioners may not accept any gift intended to influence them in the 
performance of their official duties. Additionally, City officials and commissioners who are required to 
file statements of economic interests may not accept a gift or combination of gifts during the 
calendar year from a single source with a total value that exceeds $590 (January 1, 2023-December 
31, 2024) if the gift is required to be reported on their Form 700. A gift is required to be reported if the 
donor does business within the City of Long Beach.

What are the gift restrictions for City employees in City Manager departments?
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City employees working in departments under the City Manager's oversight are subject to 
restrictions on the acceptance of gifts in addition to the Political Reform Act. City employees working
in departments under the City Manager may not accept gifts of consumable goods, such as food, 
drink and other products provided by someone involved or potentially involved with business with 
the City. See AR 8-02.

What are the exceptions to the gift limits?

The following items are not subject to City or state gift limitations:

· Gifts from family members
· Gifts from personal friends
· Gifts of minimal value, such as flowers or candy
· Gifts received as part of a bona fide business relationship

How do I disclose a gift?

You must publicly disclose a gift you receive and its value if the total value of all gifts you received 
from that source during the calendar year is at least $50. You can disclose gifts on your Form 700, 
which you are required to file if you are a City official or employee who is subject to gift restrictions.

Can I accept gifts from a lobbyist?

No, a lobbyist is prohibited from delivering a gift or coordinating a gift to be delivered to any City 
official or employee. Additionally, City officials and employees are prohibited from accepting gifts 
from a lobbyist.

What if I have questions about the gift restrictions?

If you have any questions about the gift restrictions, please contact the City Attorney's Office.

Are meals considered gifts?

Yes, meals are considered gifts, unless an exception applies. For example, a meal is not considered a 
gift if it is provided to you as part of your official duties or if it is a social event with friends or family.

Are invitations to events considered gifts?

Yes, an invitation or a ticket to an event is considered a gift, unless it is a political fundraiser or a 
fundraiser for an organization exempt from taxation (charitable organization), and you have received 
a ticket from the charity itself, or from the political committee itself.

 Are raffle prizes considered gifts?

Yes, raffle prizes are considered gifts, unless they are awarded to you by the City of Long Beach or a 
fellow City employee.
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If a gift is given away or shared with staff, does it still count as a gift?

Yes, if you receive a gift and then share it, give it to someone else, or throw it away, it is still 
considered a gift to you. It should be returned to the giver whenever possible.

Are gifts of travel restricted?

Yes, gifts of travel are severely restricted. Generally, you may not accept reimbursement for travel 
and related expenses from sources other than the City of Long Beach if travelling on official duty. 
Some minor exceptions apply, and you should contact the City Attorney's office for advice about how 
to proceed if such travel is offered.

City Ticket Policy

At various times, the City receives free tickets to sporting or entertainment events, either pursuant to 
a City contract or a donation from the event’s sponsor. As a City official or employee, you may be 
offered such tickets. However, you have no right to tickets and you should be aware there are 
restrictions on who can use such tickets.

Can I use City tickets to events?​

Yes however, your attendance at the event must 1) be authorized by the City’s ticket policy, located 
on the City’s website, and 2) must serve a governmental or public purpose.

If I use the tickets, what do I have to do?​

Any use of City tickets will require the user to fill out a Form 802 within 30 days of the event. This 
form can be obtained from the City Manager’s office.

More details may be found at City of Long Beach Policy Regarding the Use and Distribution of 
Tickets and Passes Provided to the City for Entertainment Purposes for more information.

This is a brief overview of gift laws. Please refer to the Ethics Guide for Long Beach City Officials & 
Employees for further explanation or contact the City Attorney's office with questions.
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