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ORDINANCE NO. ORD-25-0014 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LONG BEACH AMENDING THE LONG BEACH 

MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTIONS 18.40.275, 

18.41.280, AND 18.41.290 RELATING TO DESIGN 

REQUIREMENTS CONSIDERING FUTURE SEA-LEVEL 

FOR BUILDINGS IN COASTAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS  

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Long Beach ordains as 

follows: 

Section 1. The Long Beach Municipal Code is hereby amended by 

adding Section 18.40.275 to read as follows:  

18.40.275 – Amend CBC Section 1612.2 

Section 1612.2 of the California Building Code is amended to read as 

follows: 

1612.2 Design and construction. The design and construction of buildings 

and structures in flood hazard areas, including coastal high hazard areas and coastal A 

zones, shall be in accordance with Chapter 5 of ASCE 7 and ASCE 24. 

The design flood elevation (DFE) shall be the greater of the DFE as defined 

in Chapter 5 of the ASCE 7 and/or ASCE 24 and the base flood elevation (BFE) plus 

eighteen (18) inches to account for future sea-level rise. For buildings and structures with 

an essential use or occupancy defined as flood design class 4, the design flood elevation 

shall be the greater of the DFE as defined in Chapter 5 of the ASCE 7 and/or ASCE 24 

and the base flood elevation (BFE) plus thirty (30) inches.  

Section 2. The Long Beach Municipal Code is hereby amended by 

adding 18.41.280 to read as follows: 
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18.41.280 – Amend CRC Section R322.1.1. 

Section R322.1.1 of California Residential Code is amended to read as 

follows: 

R322.1.1 Alternative provisions. As an alternative to the requirements in 

Section R322, ASCE 24 is permitted subject to the limitations of this code and the 

limitations herein. 

Where ASCE 24 is used as an alternative, the design flood elevation (DFE) 

shall be the greater of the DFE as defined in ASCE 24 and the base flood elevation 

(BFE) plus eighteen (18) inches to account for future sea-level rise. 

Section 3. The Long Beach Municipal Code is hereby amended by 

adding 18.41.290 to read as follows: 

18.41.290 – Amend CRC Section R322.1.4  

Section R322.1.4 of the California Residential Code is amended to read as 

follows: 

R322.1.4 Establishing the design flood elevation. The design flood elevation 

shall be used to define flood hazard areas. At a minimum, the design flood elevation shall 

be the higher of the following: 

1. The base flood elevation at the depth of peak elevation

of flooding, including wave height, that has a 1-percent (1000-year flood) or 

greater chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 

2. The elevation of the design flood associated with the

area designated on a flood hazard map adopted by the City, or otherwise 

legally designated. 

3. The elevation of the base flood associated with the

area designated on a flood hazard map adopted by the City, or otherwise 

legally designated, plus eighteen (18) inches to account for future sea-level 

rise. 








