
1 of 23
TMA:kd A23-02163 (11.2.23)
120523-Ordinance-40-Attachment.pdf

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

O
FF

IC
E 

O
F 

TH
E 

C
IT

Y 
AT

TO
R

N
EY

C
H

AR
LE

S 
PA

R
KI

N
, C

ity
 A

tto
rn

ey
33

3 
W

es
t O

ce
an

 B
ou

le
va

rd
, 1

1t
h 

Fl
oo

r
Lo

ng
 B

ea
ch

,  
C

A 
90

80
2-

46
64

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF LONG BEACH AMENDING THE LONG BEACH 

MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING AND RESTATING 

CHAPTER 1.15 AND SECTION 2.01.1030; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 2.01.320, 2.01.410, 2.01.630, AND 2.01.1110.B; 

ADDING SECTION 2.01.1010; AND REPEALING 

CHAPTERS 1.21, 1.22, 1.24, 1.25, 1.26, AND 2.02 ALL 

RELATING TO MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements in the California Voter Participation 

Rights Act (SB 415, codified as Elections Code §§ 14050-14057), effective January 1, 

2018, in November of 2022, the voters of the City of Long Beach amended City Charter 

section 1901 to hold City municipal elections on the same dates as statewide election 

dates; and

WHEREAS, the City Clerk previously conducted municipal elections for the 

City and Long Beach Unified School District; and

WHEREAS, due to the cost and extensive resources needed for the City to 

conduct a municipal election, the City has contracted with the County Los Angeles County 

Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to conduct the City’s municipal elections since 2020; and

WHEREAS, in Federal Election Commission v. Cruz (2022) 212 L.Ed.2d 654 

(Cruz), the United States Supreme Court held that a federal law which imposed limits on 

the repayment of personal loans burdened political speech for First Amendment purposes 

and therefore was unconstitutional; and 

WHEREAS, similar to the federal law at issue in Cruz, the Long Beach 

Campaign Reform Act (“the Act”) imposes campaign contribution limits in addition to 

ORD-23-0049
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prohibiting a candidate, officeholder, or their controlled committee from accepting 

contributions outside an election cycle (LBMC § 2.01.320). This prohibition in the Act on 

accepting contributions outside of an election cycle prohibits loan repayments via 

contributions once the election cycle has concluded; and

WHEREAS, amendments to the Act are needed to allow candidates, 

officeholders, and their controlled committees to repay their net debts outstanding after the 

election cycle has concluded, as required by the United States Supreme Court finding in 

Cruz, due to a lack of recent evidence showing quid pro quo corruption or a legislative 

finding to justify the current restrictions; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Long Beach Municipal Code section 2.01.1240.A, 

the Act may be amended from time to time by ordinance adopted by an affirmative 2/3 vote 

of the members of the City Council upon a finding by the Council that such amendment is 

consistent with and in furtherance of the purposes of this Chapter; and 

WHEREAS, because the City’s election dates are now aligned with State 

election dates, the City does not conduct its own elections any longer, and certain pilot 

programs relating to municipal elections have expired, certain provisions of the Long Beach 

Municipal Code (LBMC) relating to elections are outdated and/or need clarification; and

WHEREAS, the provisions of the LBMC relating to elections are scattered 

across several Chapters and Titles of the Code; and

WHEREAS, combining all provisions relating to elections into two Chapters 

(Chapter 1.15 and Chapter 2.01) will make it easier for the public, staff, and candidates to 

comply with the City’s Election Code; and 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Long Beach ordains as 

follows: 

Section 1. The City Council finds and determines that the facts set forth in 

the recitals of this ordinance are true and correct, and hereby incorporates the recitals 

herein by this reference.

Section 2. Chapter 1.15 and Section 2.01.1030 of the Long Beach 
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Municipal Code are hereby amended and restated in their entirety as shown on the 

attached as Exhibit “A”.

Section 3. Sections 2.01.320, 2.01.410, 2.01.630, and 2.01.1110.B of the 

Long Beach Municipal Code are hereby amended as shown on the attached as Exhibit “A”.

Section 4. Section 2.01.1010 of the Long Beach Municipal Code is hereby 

added as shown on the attached as Exhibit “A”.

Section 5. Chapters 1.21, 1.22, 1.24, 1.25, 1.26, and 2.02 of the Long 

Beach Municipal Code are hereby repealed.

Section 6. The City Council hereby finds that the amendments in this 

ordinance are consistent with and in furtherance of Chapter 2.01 as the amendments 

continue to limit the ability of candidates and officeholders from fundraising except during 

an election cycle and as necessary to pay net outstanding campaign debts, as required by 

Federal Election Commission v. Cruz (2022) 212 L.Ed.2d 654 (Cruz). 

Section 7. The amendments to Chapter 2.01 of the Long Beach Municipal 

Code in this ordinance are duly adopted by the City Council by a vote of six (6) of its 

members. The City Clerk shall certify to a separate roll call and vote on the question that 

the amendments to the provisions of Chapter 2.01 are consistent with and in furtherance 

of the purposes of the Long Beach Campaign Reform Act.

Section 8. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of these provisions 

of this ordinance by the City Council and cause it to be posted in three (3) conspicuous 

places in the City of Long Beach, and it shall take effect on the thirty-first (31st) day after it 

is approved by the Mayor.

///

///

///

///

///

///
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///

I hereby certify that on a separate roll call and vote which was taken by the 

City Council of the City of Long Beach upon the question of the provisions amending 

Chapter 2.01 of the Long Beach Municipal Code in this ordinance being consistent with 

and in furtherance of the purposes of the Long Beach Campaign Reform Act at its meeting 

of _________________________, 2023, this ordinance was declared to be consistent with 

and in furtherance of the purposes of the Long Beach Campaign Reform Act by the 

following vote:

Ayes: Councilmembers:  _______________________________ 

_______________________________

_______________________________

Noes: Councilmembers:  _______________________________

_______________________________

Absent: Councilmembers:  _______________________________

_______________________________

Recusal(s): Councilmember: _______________________________

///

///

///

///

///

///

///

///

///

///

December 5

Zendejas, Allen, Duggan, Supernaw,

Kerr, Saro, Uranga.

None.

Austin, Ricks-Oddie.

None.
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CHAPTER 1.15
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

DIVISION I – GENERAL PROVISIONS
1.15.010 – Definitions.

For purpose of this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings set forth as follows unless the contrary is stated or clearly appears from 
the content: 

A. "Campaign statement" means an itemized report which is prepared on a
form required by the City Clerk and which provides the information required
by this Chapter.

B. "Contribution" shall have the same meaning as set forth in California
Government Code Section 82015, and any regulations promulgated
thereunder, as it reads now and as it may be amended.

C. "Election" means any primary, general, special or runoff election held in the
City, including an initiative, referendum or recall election.

D. "Mass mailing" means two hundred (200) or more substantially similar
tangible items. “Mass mailing” does not include e-mails, website or social
media postings, text messages, and recorded telephone messages or
robocalls. “Mass mailing” does not include any of the following mailings so
long as the mailing complies with the requirements in Subsection 1.15.530
of this Chapter:

1. Mail which is sent in response to an unsolicited letter or other inquiry;
or

2. Any announcement, notice or invitation to an officeholder's
constituents concerning a public meeting which is directly related to
the officeholder's incumbent governmental duties, which is to be held
by the officeholder and which the officeholder intends to attend; or

3. Any announcement, notice or invitation to any official City event or
events for which the City is providing its facilities, its staff or other
financial support; or

4. Business cards that do not contain more than one mention of the
officeholder’s name.

E. “Officeholder” means all elected City officers.

F. "Measure" means any City Charter amendment, ordinance or any other City
proposition, including any amendment to such propositions, submitted to a
popular vote at an election, whether by initiative, referendum or recall
procedure or otherwise, or circulated for the purposes of submission to a
popular vote at any election, whether or not the proposition qualifies for the
ballot.
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1.15.020 - General.
A. The primary nominating election for elective officers of the City shall be 

held in even-numbered years, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in March. The general municipal election shall be held in even-numbered 
years, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 

B. Candidates elected to office shall assume such office on the third 
Tuesday in December, or such later date if additional time is required to 
canvass and certify election results, and shall serve until the election 
and qualification of their successors. Only those elected offices which 
become vacant shall be filled on the third Tuesday of December of that 
year. 

1.15.030 – Severability.
If any section, subsection, division, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or 

phrase in this Chapter or any part thereof is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of 
this Chapter or any part thereof. The City Council hereby declares that it would 
have passed each section, subsection, division, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, 
clause, or phrase thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, divisions, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases 
be declared unconstitutional, or invalid, or ineffective. 

1.15.040 – CEQA.
This Chapter is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) because it is not a project within the meaning of 14 CCR § 
15378 or alternatively, because it is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies 
only to projects which the potential for causing a significant effect on the 
environment (14 CCR § 15061(b)(3)). This Chapter implements changes to the 
timing of municipal elections that have no potential for direct or indirect changes to 
the environment. 

DIVISION II – ELECTION PROCEDURES

1.15.110 - Examination of ballots on recount.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the California Elections Code, including 

Section 15630, all ballots, whether voted or not, and any other relevant material, 
shall be examined as part of any municipal election recount.

1.15.115 - Partial recounts.
Notwithstanding any provision of the California Elections Code, any voter may 

request a partial recount in which the ballots for a selected number of precincts are 
examined. Notwithstanding the above, any recount which is not completed by 
counting the votes in each and every precinct in the jurisdiction within which votes 
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were cast on the candidates for the office or on the measure in question shall be 
null and void. 

1.15.120 - Officially ordered recount.
The City Clerk shall order a full recount of the ballots in any municipal 

election wherein the difference between the two (2) candidates receiving the most 
votes is one-half (½) of one percent (1%) or less and the difference in the absolute 
vote is fifty (50) votes or less. The City shall pay all attendant costs. This Section 
is intended to supplement those provisions of the California Elections Code relating 
to recount.

1.15.130 - Change of ballot designation.
A. No ballot designation given by a candidate shall be changed by the 

candidate after the date for filing nomination documents, except as 
specifically provided in this Section or California Elections Code Section 
13107. 

B. Ballot designations shall remain the same for all purposes of both the 
primary and general election, unless a candidate, at least seven (7) days 
after the date of the primary election, requests in writing to the City Clerk an 
alternate designation for the general election which the candidate is entitled 
to use at the time of the request.  

1.15.140 - Candidates' statements.
Notwithstanding the provisions of the California Elections Code, candidates' 

statements, as defined in California Elections Code Section 13307, for candidates 
in any municipal election shall be filed with the City Clerk by the deadline required 
by the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk. 

1.15.150 - Elections in which no one or only one candidate files nomination papers.
A. Notwithstanding California Elections Code Sections 10229 and 8601, if by 

five (5:00) p.m., on the eighty-eighth (88th) day prior to the day fixed for a 
regular or special election (or the eighty-third (83rd) day if an incumbent 
fails to file), (i) no one or only one (1) candidate has been nominated for any 
office which is elected on a City-wide basis, or (ii) no one or only one (1) 
candidate has been nominated to be elected from a councilmanic district, a 
write-in candidate shall be permitted to obtain and submit nomination 
papers for such office on the first business day after the regular close of 
filing for nomination papers. 

B. If no candidate files nomination papers for a write-in candidacy by five (5:00) 
p.m., of the eighty-first (81st) day before such election, the City Clerk shall 
submit a certificate of these facts to the City Council. At its next regular 
meeting, the City Council shall do one (1) of the following: 

1. Appoint to the office the person who has been nominated; or  
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2. Appoint to the office any eligible elector if no one has been
nominated.

C. Notwithstanding any provision of the California Elections Code to the
contrary, if the City Council makes an appointment pursuant to this Section,
the City Clerk shall not accept for filing any statement of write-in candidacy
that is submitted after the appointment is made.

D. If, by the seventy-fifth (75th) day prior to such election, the City Council has
not appointed any person to the office pursuant to this Section, the election
for that office will be held.

DIVISION III – REFERENDA AND INITIATIVE

Subdivision I – Referenda and Initiative Generally

1.15.210 - Contents of petitions.
In addition to the requirements set forth in the California Elections Code, 

any petition for a measure shall contain in twenty-four (24) point type, prior to 
that portion of the petition for voters' signatures, printed names and residence 
addresses, the following language: 

A. If the petition is circulated by a paid circulator the phrase "PAID
CIRCULATOR" shall appear in 24-point type above the following
language which shall appear in 12-point type:

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
THIS PETITION IS BEING CIRCULATED BY A PERSON 

WHO IS BEING PAID TO COLLECT SIGNATURES.
B. If the petition is being circulated by a volunteer the phrase

"VOLUNTEER CIRCULATOR" shall appear in 24-point type
above the following language which shall appear in 12-point type:

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
THIS PETITION IS BEING CIRCULATED BY A 

VOLUNTEER.
C. "Paid circulator", for the purpose of circulating a petition, means

a person who is compensated in any manner for collecting
petition signatures to qualify a measure.

D. "Volunteer", for the purpose of circulating a petition, means a
person who is not a paid circulator.

1.15.220 - General procedures.
The Council prescribes the same procedure for the submission by it to the 

voters of any proposed ordinance, order or resolution, pursuant to the City 
Charter, as is prescribed in Section 8 of Article XI of the State Constitution with 



ORDINANCE ATTACHMENT 1

11 of 23
TMA:kd A23-02163 (11.2.23)
120523-Ordinance-40-Attachment.pdf

reference to the submission of proposed amendments to a City Charter 
submitted by a Council on its own motion. 

1.15.230 – Filing fee.
Any person submitting a request for ballot title and summary with the City 

shall pay a filing fee set by resolution of the City Council. 

Subdivision II – Campaign Disclosure Statements - Measure Committees.

1.15.310 – Purpose.
The purpose of this Subdivision is to regulate contributions provided to 

committees for the support or defeat or initiatives or referenda. This Subdivision is 
not intended to apply to committees of officeholders or candidates running for 
elective office of the City.

1.15.320 – Definitions.
The words set forth in this Section shall have the following meaning when used 

in this Subdivision: 
A. “Committee” means any person or combination of persons that directly or 

indirectly receives contributions which total more than two hundred fifty dollars 
($250.00) in a calendar year or makes expenditures exceeding more than two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) in a calendar year for the purpose of influencing 
or attempting to influence the action of voters for or against the passage or 
defeat of any measure. “Committee” shall not include committees controlled 
directly or indirectly by an officeholder or a candidate running for elective office 
of the City.

B. "Expenditure" means a payment, pledge or promise of payment of money or 
anything of value or other obligation, whether or not legally enforceable, for 
goods, materials, services or facilities in aid of or in opposition to the 
qualification for the ballot or adoption of one (1) or more measures. The term 
"expenditure" includes any transfer, payment, gift, loan, advance, deposit, 
pledge, contract, agreement or promise of money or anything of value or other 
obligation, whether or not legally enforceable, made directly or indirectly by one 
committee to another committee. "Expenditure" also includes the forgiving of a 
loan or the repayment of a loan by a third party.

C. "Period covered" by a statement or report required to be filed by this 
Subdivision means, unless a different period is specified, the period beginning 
with the day after the closing date of the most recent statement or report in 
question.
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1.15.330 – Statement of organization.
A. Every committee shall file with the City Clerk a statement of organization 

on a form established by the City Clerk within three (3) days after it is 
formed as a committee. 

B. The date which a committee formed, and not the date on which the 
committee filed its statement of organization, shall determine the 
committee's obligation to file the campaign statements required by this 
Subdivision.

1.15.340 - Campaign statements—Filing requirements.
Subsequent to the filing of the statement of organization, each committee 

shall file campaign statements on the following dates: 

A. On January 31 (for the period October 1 to December 31), April 30 (for 
the period January 1 to March 31), July 31 (for the period April 1 to June 
30) and October 31 (for the period July 1 to September 30) each year. 

B. Within ninety (90) days of the election: 
1. Ninety (90) days prior to the election (for the period from the last 

reporting period set forth in Subsection A. of this Section to ninety-
seven (97) days prior to the election); 

2. Seventy-five (75) days prior to the election (for the period from 
ninety-six (96) to eighty-two (82) days prior to the election); 

3. Sixty (60) days prior to the election (for the period from eighty-one 
(81) to sixty-five (65) days prior to the election); 

4. Forty-five (45) days prior to the election (for the period from sixty-four 
(64) to fifty-two (52) days prior to the election); 

5. Thirty (30) days prior to the election (for the period fifty-one (51) to 
thirty-seven (37) days prior to the election); 

6. Fifteen (15) days prior to the election (for the period thirty-six (36) to 
twenty-two (22) days prior to the election); 

7. Five (5) days prior to the election (for the period twenty-one (21) to 
twelve (12) days prior to the election); and

8. Seven (7) days after the election (for the period eleven (11) days 
prior to the election through the election date). 

9. Whenever any committee is required by this Subdivision to file a 
campaign statement with the City Clerk department, the committee 
shall file at the same time a copy of the statement in electronic format 
as prescribed by the City Clerk. 

C. In the event that any campaign statement that a committee is required 
to file by this Section falls within seven (7) calendar days of any 
campaign statement that a committee is required to file by Government 
Code Section 84200 et seq., the City Clerk shall have the authority to 
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move the City deadline in order to consolidate it with the State deadline 
and to adjust the periods covered by the City statement accordingly.

1.15.350 - Campaign statement—Contents.
Each campaign statement filed pursuant to this Subdivision shall contain the 

information set forth in California Government Code Section 84211, and shall be 
filed under penalty of perjury with the City Clerk on a Form 460 (“Recipient 
Committee Campaign Statement”), published by the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission. 

1.15.360 - Report of contributions in excess of one thousand dollars.
Each committee shall report any contribution of one thousand dollars 

($1,000.00) or more to the City Clerk within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt. Such 
reports shall contain the full name, street address, occupation and the name of 
employer, if any, or principal place of business if self-employed, of the contributor. 
Such reports may be by any written means of communication, and do not require 
an original signature. 

1.15.370 – Violations and Penalties.
A. Each committee who files any report or campaign statement required by 

this Subdivision after the deadlines imposed by this Subdivision, shall be 
liable for the penalties enumerated in California Government Code Section 
91013. 

B. Any person violating any of the provisions of this Subdivision shall be 
subject to the penalties imposed pursuant to Long Beach Municipal Code 
Sections 2.01.1110 and 2.01.1120. 

DIVISION IV – VOTER’S PAMPHLET

1.15.410 - Procedure established.
Whenever the people by an initiative petition or the City Council, on its own motion, 

proposes any measure for approval or disapproval of the voters at an election, the 
procedure set forth in this Division shall be employed to inform the voters concerning 
the same. The procedure set forth in this Division shall also apply to measures placing 
an ordinance on the ballot as a result of a referendum petition.

1.15.415 - Appointment of representatives.
The Mayor, with the approval of the City Council, may designate a person, or 

association of persons, to write arguments either for or against or both for and against 
the adoption of any measure placed on the ballot. In making such designation the 
Mayor shall designate one (1) of the following: 

A. The Mayor; 
B. An officeholder; 
C. An appointive officer of the City; 



ORDINANCE ATTACHMENT 1

14 of 23
TMA:kd A23-02163 (11.2.23)
120523-Ordinance-40-Attachment.pdf

D. An association of citizens; or 
E. An individual voter. 

Provided, however, in no event shall more than one (1) argument for and one (1) 
argument against any measure be submitted to the voters. Whenever arguments are 
to be presented on one (1) side of a measure, all reasonable effort shall be made to 
obtain an argument in support of the opposite side to the end that whenever an 
argument for one (1) side is to be presented, arguments for both sides shall be 
presented. 
1.15.420 - Setting time limits.

Arguments for or against any measure shall not exceed three hundred (300) words 
each, and shall be submitted to the City Clerk on or before the date set by the City 
Clerk to permit the preparation of rebuttal arguments as provided in this Division. All 
dates relating to the submission of arguments or rebuttal arguments shall be set by 
the City Clerk to ensure timely printing of the arguments and rebuttal arguments for 
the sample ballots required by law.
1.15.425 - Rebuttal.

A. If any person submits an argument against a City measure, and an 
argument has been filed in favor of the City measure, the Clerk shall 
immediately send copies of that argument to the persons filing the argument 
in favor of the City measure. The persons filing the argument in favor of the 
City measure may prepare and submit a rebuttal argument not exceeding 
two hundred fifty (250) words. 

B. The Clerk shall send copies of the argument in favor of the measure to the 
persons filing the argument against the City measure, who may prepare and 
submit a rebuttal to the argument in favor of the City measure not exceeding 
two hundred fifty (250) words. The rebuttal arguments shall be filed with the 
Clerk not more than ten (10) days after the final date for filing direct 
arguments. 

C. Copies of rebuttal arguments shall not be released by the City Clerk to 
proponents or opponents of measures or to the public before the deadline 
for filing such arguments. 

D. Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same manner as the direct 
arguments. Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow the direct 
argument which it seeks to rebut.

1.15.430 - Identification of representatives.
All arguments and all rebuttal arguments shall include the printed name and the 

signature of the person or association preparing such arguments. In cases where 
arguments are prepared by an association, the name and signature of at least one (1) 
of the principal officers of such association shall be submitted with the argument. The 
name or names of the person or persons signing the arguments shall be shown on 
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the copies of the arguments submitted to the voters, as provided in this Division. No 
more than five (5) signatures shall appear with any argument printed in the ballot 
pamphlet. In case any argument is signed by more than five (5) persons, the 
signatures of the first five (5) shall be printed. 
1.15.440 - Printing and mailing.

When an argument for or an argument against the adoption of any measure or any 
rebuttal argument has been prepared as provided in this Division and submitted within 
the required time, it shall be printed and submitted to each voter and may be mailed 
together with the sample ballot for the election concerned. 
1.15.445 - Organization of material.

When a pamphlet is prepared containing proposed Charter amendments or other 
measures, the proposed Charter amendments, measures and such argument or 
arguments and rebuttal arguments may be combined therein in an appropriate 
manner, or may be printed separately. The fact that only an argument for or only an 
argument against a measure is so prepared and submitted shall not prevent the 
argument being so submitted to each voter.
1.15.450 - Arguments in ballot order. 

Argument for and argument against the adoption of any measure or any rebuttal 
argument shall appear in the same order as on the ballot, and each argument shall 
refer to the respective number or letter and the title or heading on the ballot.

1.15.455 - Impartial analysis.
Whenever any City measure qualifies for a place on the ballot, the City Attorney 

shall prepare an impartial analysis of the measure showing the effect of the measure 
on the existing law and the operation of the measure. If the measure affects the 
organization of salaries of the office of the City Attorney, the City Council may direct 
the City Clerk to prepare the impartial analysis. The analysis shall be printed preceding 
the arguments for and against the measure. The analysis shall not exceed five 
hundred (500) words in length.

1.15.460 - Charter amendments.
Whenever any Charter amendment qualifies for a place on the ballot, the City 

Council may direct the City Clerk to have the amendment printed in the pamphlet 
containing the impartial analysis, arguments and the rebuttal argument so as to 
indicate the material being deleted and the new material being added thereto. 

1.15.465 - Effect of failure to comply.
A. The failure to appoint persons to draft the arguments or the failure of the 

arguments or rebuttal arguments to be prepared or submitted to the voters as 
contemplated by this Division, shall not affect the validity of any election held 
pursuant to law applicable to the City in the holding of elections. 
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B. No election, proceeding, or measure, otherwise valid, shall be deemed invalid 
for any failure to conform to the time limits specified in this Division, provided 
the voters of this City, voting thereon, have voted in favor of the measure.

1.15.470 - Time limits on challenges to ballot materials—General elections.
Notwithstanding any provision of the California Elections Code, for primary 

and special elections the City Clerk shall make a copy of the material referred to 
in California Elections Code Sections 9223, 9280, 9281, 9282 and 9285 available 
for public inspection in the City Clerk's office for a period of eight (8) business days 
immediately following the filing deadline for submission of those materials. Any 
person may obtain a copy of the materials from the City Clerk during normal 
business hours for use outside of the City Clerk's office. The City Clerk may charge 
a fee to any person obtaining a copy of the material. The fee may not exceed the 
actual cost incurred by the City Clerk in providing the copy. During the eight (8) 
business day public examination period provided by this Section, any voter of the 
jurisdiction in which the election is being held, or the elections official, may seek a 
writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or all of the materials to be amended 
or deleted. The writ of mandate or injunction request shall be filed no later than the 
end of the public examination period. 

1.15.480 - Time limits on challenges to ballot materials— Primary and special 
elections.

A. For primary and special elections the City Clerk shall make a copy of the 
material referred to in Section 13307 available for public inspection in the City 
Clerk's office for a period of ten (10) calendar days immediately following the 
filing deadline for submission of those materials. Any person may obtain a copy 
of the materials from the City Clerk during normal business hours for use 
outside of the City Clerk's office. The City Clerk may charge a fee to any person 
obtaining a copy of the material. The fee may not exceed the actual cost 
incurred by the City Clerk in providing the copy. 

B. During the ten (10) calendar day public examination period provided by this 
Section, any voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held, or the 
elections official, may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction requiring any or 
all of the materials to be amended or deleted. The writ of mandate or injunction 
request shall be filed no later than the end of the public examination period. 

DIVISION V – CANDIDATES 

1.15.510– Nominating petitions.
A. A nominating petition for a candidate in a district election for City Council 

member must be signed by a registered voter and resident of the 
geographical area making up the district from which the member is elected. 
No voter shall sign the nominating petition of any candidate for whom they 
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cannot vote. A nominating petition for a candidate for a City-wide office may 
be signed by a registered voter and resident of the City.

B. A filing fee as determined by the City Council by resolution shall be paid to
the City Clerk upon the filing of a nomination petition for any elective office
of the City. In addition to said filing fee, a candidate shall submit a petition
containing the signatures of twenty (20) registered voters who reside in the
district in which the candidate is seeking nomination. In lieu of payment of
said filing fee, a candidate may submit a statement under penalty of perjury
that the candidate is indigent by virtue of having no available funds and is
unable to raise funds sufficient to pay the required filing fee. Such candidate
shall, in any event, submit the petition containing twenty (20) signatures of
registered voters in the district in which the candidate is seeking nomination.

1.15.520 – Candidate statement. 
A. In any candidate’s statement filed in any election in the City, the designation

of present principal profession, vocation, or occupation of a candidate shall
be governed by the provisions of the California Elections Code including
any regulations promulgated thereunder, as it reads now or as it may be
amended.

1.15.530 – Mass mailings.
A. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, no mass mailing and no radio

program or podcast, television program, video, social media video or
livestream, or similar form of media shall be prepared, produced, printed,
sent, broadcast, transmitted, delivered or distributed at public expense by,
on behalf of, or at the behest of any officeholder after any such officeholder
has filed the nomination documents as defined in Section 1.15.510.A of this
Division or Section 333 of the California Elections Code, whichever is
applicable, for any local, State or federal office.

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1.15.530.A, any officeholder may
appear on a radio program or podcast, television program, video, social
media video or livestream, or similar form of media prepared, produced,
sent, broadcast, transmitted, delivered or distributed at public expense after
said officeholder has filed nomination documents for local, State, or federal
office only if:

1. The appearance is at a noticed public meeting, such as, a City
Council meeting or a meeting of any of its subcommittees; or

2. The appearance is at an event open to the public for which the City
is providing its facilities, staff, or other financial support; the event is
not held by, on behalf of, or at the behest of one or more officeholders
who have filed nomination documents for elected office, or their
office(s); and half or more of the officeholders speaking at and/or
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participating in the event have not filed nomination documents 
elected office; or

3. The communication is necessary to protect the health, safety, and/or
welfare of the public due to a state of emergency.

C. Except where otherwise prohibited by this Section, mass mailings exempt
pursuant to Section 1.15.010 (E)(1) through (4) of this Chapter may be sent
under the following conditions:

1. The mailing contains only a single mention of the officeholder and
the mailing does not contain the officeholder’s photo or signature;
and

2. The mailing only includes information which is pertinent to the
purpose of the public meeting or event, such as, the date, time and
place, description of the subject matter, identification of speakers or
participants, an explanation of any problems or issues, directions to
the location of the meeting, and a telephone number to call for
additional information; and

3. If the mailing is a notice or announcement, the officeholder’s name
may be included in the letterhead, and on the return address portion
of the envelope or post card, as well as a single mention of the
officeholder's name in the body of the notice or announcement.
Where multiple officeholders are names in the letterhead, the names
of all officeholders must appear in the same size, font type, color,
and location.

4. For purposes of this Subsection, “mention” includes, but is not limited
to, the officeholder’s name, office, social media handle, pronouns
referencing the officeholder such as “I”, “we”, or “us”, or any other
icon or image intended to represent the officeholder. “Mention” does
not include an e-mail address or website that contains the
officeholder’s name or office.

D. Mailings exempt pursuant to Section 1.15.010 (E)(1) through (4) of this
Chapter shall not be prepared, produced, printed, sent, broadcast,
transmitted, delivered or distributed within sixty (60) days preceding an
election by, on behalf of, or at the behest of a candidate for any local, State
or federal office whose name will appear on the ballot at that election.

E. Any violation of this Section shall be deemed to constitute an infraction as
provided in Section 17 of the California Penal Code, and penalties for such
infraction shall be as set forth in Subsection 19.8 of the Penal Code.
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DIVISION VI – ELECTRONIC CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS

1.15.610 - Electronic filing of campaign disclosure statements.
Pursuant to California Government Code Section 84615, the City of Long 

Beach hereby finds that the online or electronic filing system will facilitate the 
efficient and secure filing of required campaign reports, and that such system will 
operate securely and effectively and will not unduly burden filers. 

A. Whenever any officeholder, candidate or committee is required to file 
California Form 460 under the Political Reform Act and Regulations with the 
City Clerk, the information reported shall include information per election to 
date. 

B. Whenever any officeholder, candidate or committee is required to file a 
campaign statement under the Political Reform Act or the Regulations with 
the City Clerk, the officeholder, candidate, or committee shall file the 
statement in an electronic format prescribed by the City Clerk. The City 
Clerk will have the discretion to accept other formats. The provisions of this 
Section shall apply only to persons or combinations of persons who qualify 
as a committee under Section 82013 of the Political Reform Act. 

C. Any statement, report, or other document filed electronically or online 
pursuant to this Section need not be filed in paper format. The electronic 
copy will be treated as original. 

D. The date of filing for a statement, report, or other document that is filed 
online or electronically shall be the day that it is received by the local filing 
officer. 

1.15.620 - Penalties.
Any committee or person who files an electronic copy of a semiannual, pre-

election, supplemental pre-election or amendment(s) to a campaign statement 
required by this Division after the deadline imposed by the California Political 
Reform Act (California Government Code Section 81000 et seq.) for filing the 
written copy of such statement shall be liable in an amount determined by the City 
Council by resolution per day after the deadline, until the electronic copy is filed.

CHAPTER 2.01

THE LONG BEACH CAMPAIGN REFORM ACT
2.01.320 Prohibition on nonelection cycle contributions.

A. Except as otherwise provided herein, no candidate or officeholder or the 
controlled committee of such a person shall accept any contribution except 
during an election cycle in which the candidate or officeholder intends to run 
for or be a write-in candidate for the office for which the contribution is made. 

B. Candidates, officeholders, and any controlled committee of such persons may 
accept contributions to pay net debts outstanding after an election, subject to 
the contribution limits in this Chapter. Any contributions received after an 
election shall only be used to reduce the total amount of net debts outstanding. 
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A candidate, officeholder, or controlled committee shall use available funds to 
pay net debts outstanding as soon as practicable.

C. It is unlawful for any candidate, officeholder, or controlled committee of such
persons to solicit or accept a contribution that exceeds the total amount net
debts outstanding on the date the contribution is received. A contribution that
exceeds a candidate, officeholder, or controlled committee’s net debts
outstanding from an election shall be treated in the same manner as a
contribution in excess of the contribution limits in this Chapter.

D. As used in this Section:
1. “Election” means the election for which the candidate or officeholder

ran for or was a write-in candidate, incurred bills and debts, and is
raising contributions to pay net debts outstanding.

2. “Net debts outstanding” has the same meaning as that set forth in Title
2, Section 18531.61 of the California Code of Regulations, as it reads
now or as it may be amended.

2.01.410 Expenditure ceilings.
No candidate for office who files a statement of acceptance of expenditure ceilings 

nor any controlled committee of such a candidate shall make qualified campaign 
expenditures above the following amounts and subject to the following restrictions: 

A. 1. Except as otherwise provided herein, a candidate for City Council may not
spend more than forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) in the primary or more 
than twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) in the runoff election to be eligible 
for matching funds. 

2. In order to qualify for matching funds, a City Council candidate: (a) must raise
at least five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) in contributions of two hundred fifty
dollars ($250.00) or less within the election cycle, of which only up to the first
one hundred dollars ($100.00) from each contributor may be counted for
purposes of achieving the qualifying total of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00);
and (b) must be opposed by a candidate who has qualified for matching funds
or who has raised ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00).

3. The maximum available matching funds shall be an amount not to exceed
thirty-three percent (33%) of the maximum amount permitted for expenditure in
the primary and fifty percent (50%) of the maximum amount permitted for
expenditure in the runoff election.

4. During each election cycle, the City Clerk shall, immediately following the final
day for filing nominating petitions for the office of City Councilmember,
ascertain: (a) the number of registered voters in each councilmanic district as
of the final day for filing; and (b) the mean number of voters in all such districts.
Thereafter, and for the ensuing election cycle, in each district where the number
of registered voters exceeds the mean, the expenditure limitations of forty
thousand dollars ($40,000.00) and twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) shall
be increased two dollars ($2.00) and one dollar ($1.00), respectively, for each
registered voter in excess of the mean.
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B. A candidate for City Attorney, City Auditor or City Prosecutor may not spend 
more than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) in the primary or more 
than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) in the runoff election. In order to qualify 
for matching funds, such a candidate: 

1. Must raise at least ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) in contributions of three 
hundred fifty dollars ($350.00) or less within the election cycle, of which such 
contributions, only up to the first one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) from each 
contributor, may be counted for purposes of achieving the qualifying total of ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000.00); and 

2. Must be opposed by a candidate who has qualified for matching funds or who 
has raised twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00). The maximum available 
matching funds shall be an amount not to exceed thirty-three percent (33%) of 
the maximum amount permitted for expenditure in the primary and fifty percent 
(50%) of the maximum amount permitted for expenditure in the runoff election. 

C. A candidate for Mayor may not spend more than two hundred thousand dollars 
($200,000.00) in the primary or more than one hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000.00) in the runoff election to be eligible for matching funds. In order to 
qualify for matching funds, such a candidate: 

1. Must raise at least twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) in contributions of five 
hundred dollars ($500.00) or less within the election cycle, of which such 
contributions, only up to the first two hundred dollars ($200.00) from each 
contributor may be counted for the purpose of achieving the qualifying total of 
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00); and 

2. Must be opposed by a candidate who has qualified for matching funds or who 
has raised forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00). The maximum available 
matching funds shall be an amount not to exceed thirty-three percent (33%) of 
the maximum amount permitted for expenditure in the primary and fifty percent 
(50%) of the maximum amount permitted for expenditure in the runoff election. 

D. It is the intent of Subsections 2.01.410.A, 2.01.410.B and 2.01.410.C of this 
Section that candidates who qualify for matching funds in primary elections shall 
receive one dollar ($1.00) in matching funds for every two dollars ($2.00) raised 
through contributions and that candidates who qualify for matching funds in 
runoff elections shall receive one dollar ($1.00) in matching funds for every one 
dollar ($1.00) raised through contributions. 

E. Any candidate who has filed a statement of acceptance of the expenditure 
ceilings and desires to apply for matching funds may submit such application to 
the City Clerk on any normal business day between January 1 of an odd-
numbered year through December 31 of the following year. 

F. Any candidate applying for matching funds must be current in his or her 
campaign statement filings with the City Clerk. 

G. A candidate wishing to apply for matching funds may submit such application 
with the City Clerk no more frequently than every ten (10) business days. 
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H. The expenditure limits set forth in this Section shall not apply to candidates for 
office in any special election, nor shall such candidates be eligible for matching 
funds. 

2.01.630 Notice of independent expenditures.
Any person who makes independent expenditures of more than two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250.00) in support of or in opposition to any candidate shall notify the City Clerk 
and all candidates running for the same seat by any means approved by the City Clerk 
each time such an expenditure is made. 

DIVISION X. DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS FUNDS
2.01.1010 Definitions.

The words set forth in this Section shall have the following meaning when used in 
this Division:

A. “Election” means the election for which the candidate or officeholder ran for or 
was a write-in candidate, incurred bills and debts, and is raising contributions 
to pay net debts outstanding.

B. "Election cycle" means that period commencing with January 1 of an odd-
numbered year and ending December 31 of the following year. For a special 
election, the election cycle commences with the declaration of a vacancy in 
an elective office and ends six (6) months after the special election date.

C. “Surplus funds” means any funds remaining to a candidate, or any controlled 
committee of such candidate, sixty (60) days following the end of the election 
cycle, during which such funds have been raised.

D. “Net debts outstanding” has the same meaning as that set forth in Title 2, 
Section 18531.61 of the California Code of Regulations, as it reads now and 
as it may be amended.

2.01.1030 Disposal of surplus funds.
A. Surplus funds shall be disposed of only as provided in this Division. Funds 

retained by a candidate and specifically earmarked for payment of campaign 
expenses lawfully incurred during the election cycle need not be included in 
surplus funds provided that such expense payment is made no later than sixty 
(60) days after the end of the election cycle.

B. A committee with net debts outstanding at the end of the election cycle may 
remain open for the purpose of paying such debts. A committee that remains 
open for the purpose of paying net debts outstanding must file semi-annual 
disclosure statements and pay an annual committee fee to the California 
Secretary of State until the committee is terminated.

C. Except as provided in Section 2.01.1020, surplus funds shall be disposed of 
in the following order and priority: 

1. To pay outstanding campaign debts.
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2. Surplus funds shall first be used to reimburse the campaign reform
account of the City of Long Beach up to the full amount of matching
funds, if any, received by the candidate.

3. Any funds remaining after such reimbursement or such payment of
debts, if any, may be expended exclusively as provided in Section
89515 of the California Government Code and must be expended no
later than sixty (60) days after the end of the Election Cycle.

4. Any funds not expended pursuant to this Subsection by December 31
next following the end of the Election Cycle (or, in the case of a special
election, one hundred twenty (120) days after the end of the Election
Cycle) shall be paid immediately into the campaign reform account of
the City of Long Beach.

DIVISION XI. ENFORCEMENT
2.01.1110 Criminal actions.

A. Any person violating any of the provisions or failing to comply with any of the
mandatory requirements of this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Any
person convicted of such a misdemeanor, unless provision is otherwise made
herein, shall be punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars
($500.00), or by imprisonment in the City or County jail for a period not
exceeding six (6) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

B. As an alternative to the penalty provided in Subsection 2.01.1110.A, violation
of or failure to comply with any provision of or condition lawfully imposed under
this Act may be deemed to constitute an infraction as provided in Section 17
of the California Penal Code, and penalties for such infractions shall be as set
forth in Section 19.8 of the California Penal Code.

C. Any person who causes any other person to violate any provision of this Act,
or who aids and abets any other person in the violation of any provision of this
Act, shall be equally subject to the provisions of this Section.






