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Hear and Be Heard: Long Beach’s Proposal for More
Accessible Public Comment in City Council Meetings

Your voice matters, and speaking at a Council meeting should fit into your life. For many residents,
staying late means juggling work, family responsibilities or the last bus home. An earlier, more
predictable chance to speak can help more people take part in decisions that affect their
neighborhoods.

Long Beach’s proposal would bring comments on regular agenda items and other City matters into a 90-
minute period near the beginning of Council meetings. Public hearings, including budget hearings, would
keep their own separate comment opportunities. A change like this naturally raises questions about how
and when residents can speak. The answers below explain what would change, what would stay the
same and how you can participate.

What brought these changes?

A new state law, SB 707, expands remote access to public meetings. Long Beach began offering live
Council comment online and by phone in July. Supporting those options takes additional staff and
technology. The proposed changes bring regular public comment earlier in the meeting, making
participation more convenient for residents while helping the City manage those new demands.

Why put public comment at the beginning?

You shouldn’t have to wait until 9 or 10 p.m. to have your voice heard. Moving public comment earlier
gives residents a more predictable opportunity to speak before the Council takes up its regular business.
That makes it easier for parents, workers, students, caregivers and people who rely on transit to
participate and get on with their evening.

Is Long Beach the only public agency to adopt reforms like this?

No. Other public bodies already take comments on multiple subjects early in their meetings, including
Anaheim’s City Council and the Los Angeles County Affordable Housing Solutions Agency. Monterey Park
and Santa Ana also take comments on regular agenda items early and keep public hearings separate.
Each agency has its own time limits and procedures.

Will these reforms expand or limit public participation?

It makes participation more accessible. Residents can speak in person, online or by phone, or submit
comments in writing. An early publicccomment period also helps people who cannot spend hours
waiting at a Council meeting. Speakers would address their regular agenda items and other City matters
in one combined turn. Public hearings, including budget hearings, would keep their own separate
comment opportunities. The City Clerk would also report how many written comments were received
before the meeting, including the number submitted on each agenda item, before oral public comment
begins.
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Will comments be reduced to 60 seconds when more than 10 people sign up?

No. That is a common misconception. The proposal does not automatically reduce speaking time to 60
or 90 seconds when more than 10 people sign up for the combined public-comment period.

Public hearings, including budget hearings, keep their own separate public-comment periods. Under the
proposal, hearing speakers receive three minutes when there are 10 or fewer speakers, 90 seconds for
11-20, and 60 seconds for 21 or more.

Is that three minutes for each agenda item?

No. Each speaker would have one turn to address the regular agenda items and other City matters they
want to discuss. Three minutes is the starting allotment for that combined turn, subject to adjustment
based on the number of speakers. Public hearings, including budget hearings, would provide separate
opportunities to speak.

Will public hearings still have their own public comment?

Yes. Public hearings, including budget hearings, would remain outside the combined period. Residents
would still have an opportunity to speak when each hearing is heard.

Why was 90 minutes selected?

According to the City Clerk, approximately 90 minutes reflects the average time spent on public
comment at Council meetings over the preceding two years. The proposal uses that as the starting point
for an early, predictable public-comment period.

What happens if the 90-minute period fills up?

If people are still waiting to speak, the Mayor or presiding officer may extend public comment in 30-
minute increments. An extension is optional, rather than automatic, and the proposal allows more than
one extension.

How can residents comment before hearing a presentation?

The agenda and supporting documents are posted in advance, so residents can review proposals and
prepare their comments before the meeting. Speaking early lets the Council hear residents’ views
before discussing and deciding regular agenda items. Public hearings, including budget hearings, would
keep comment at the hearing itself.

Written comments would remain available under the City Clerk’s submission procedures.
Will these new rules apply to City Commissions?

No. This ordinance reforms Long Beach City Council meeting procedures.



