
 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE HC 

Measure “HC” was placed on the November 5, 2024 General Municipal Election ballot 
by order of the City Council and Charter Review Committee.  Majority voter approval of 
Measure HC would amend the Long Beach City Charter at Section 508, relating to the 
length of terms members of the Board of Harbor Commissioners and Public Utilities 
Commissioners may serve; Section 1203, relating to the powers and duties of the 
members of the Board of Harbor Commissioners; and Section 1210, relating to the date 
the City Council approves the annual budget of the Harbor Department. 

Presently, Section 508 permits members of the Board of Harbor Commissioners to 
serve no more than two (2) full terms of six (6) years, and permits members of the 
Public Utilities Commission to serve no more than two (2) full terms of five (5) years. 

Presently, Section 1203 grants the Board of Harbor Commissioners with the authority to 
appoint and employ all officers and employees of the Harbor Department.  Section 1203 
also empowers the Board to prescribe fines for violation of any ordinance of the Harbor 
Commission in an amount not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or six (6) 
months imprisonment or both. 

Presently, Section 1210 requires the City Council to approve the annual budget of the 
Harbor Department not later than July 1. 

The proposed amendments would provide as follows: 

Section 508, if amended, would change the length of and limits on terms for members of 
the Board of Harbor Commissioners and Public Utilities Commission to three (3) full 
terms of four (4) years providing, however, certain “grandfathering” exceptions for those 
persons already serving on the Harbor Commission or the Public Utilities Commission 
as of January 1, 2025. 

Section 1203, if amended, would delegate from the Board of Harbor Commissioners to 
its Chief Executive Officer the power to appoint and employ officers and employees of 
the Harbor Department (except for the Executive Officer to the Board, Board Staff and  
the Chief Operating Officer).  Section 1203, as amended, would also increase the 
prescribed fines and penalties for the violation of any ordinance of the Harbor 
Commission from $500 to $1000 or six (6) months imprisonment or both. 

Section 1210, if amended, would modify the date the City Council is required to approve 
the Harbor Department’s annual budget from July 1 to October 1, which would align the 
Harbor Department’s annual budget process with the City’s fiscal year.  

The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure "HC".   If you desire a 
copy of the Measure, please call the City’s elections official at (562) 570-6101 and 
a copy will be mailed at no cost to you.  

      /s/ DAWN MCINTOSH 

       City Attorney, City of Long Beach 


