
THE WHY: 

Small acts of 
kindness and  
brief social 
interactions with 
your neighbors can 
greatly improve 
the health of your 
community. 
Bonding with your neighbors 
can also boost your resilience to 
natural disasters, create safer 
communities, and mobilize 
people to make positive  
local change.

Also, it just feels good.

Get to Know 
Your Neighbors 
Toolkit

THE HOW:

Sometimes, 
knowing where  
to start can be  
the hardest part. 
On the next few pages, find 
some easy steps you can take 
to start getting to know your 
neighbors better!



Where do I start?

HAVE A FRONT YARD HANGOUT.

Once you’ve gotten used to talking to 
a neighbor or two, try inviting them 
to a front yard hangout session. Set 
up a couple of chairs and table, and 
share some coffee or a snack. 
Even if you don’t know any 
neighbors yet, spending some 
time in your front yard, parkway, or 
apartment communal space might 
give you an opportunity to say 
hello to some neighbors! Try having 
your favorite (non-alcoholic) drink 
of choice out front, or share some 
baked goods. If you don’t want to go 
it alone, invite a friend over to spend 
some time out front with you!

Ready to kick it up ten notches? Throw a block party!

What is a block party?
For the City of Long Beach, a block party has 
a specific meaning. A block party is a one-day 
residential street closure PERMIT, issued with the 
intent to allow neighbors from the community to 
meet and come together. The permit is for the 
use of the public right of way, meaning the street 
and sidewalk.

Remember, if you have the space, you can always 
band together with your neighbors to host events 
in your front yards or communal area of your 
apartment complex instead of closing your street.

The following are some guidelines if you do 
want to go the whole nine yards and apply for a 
permit to close down your whole street for your 
neighborhood party!

Block  
Party Rules

Regular Block 
Party Permits

Holiday & Holiday 
Weekend Block 
Party Permits

No Block Party  
Permits will 
be issued for 
December 31

Your street must 
be blocked off 
from corner to 

corner

No Fireworks
Fireworks are illegal in 

Long Beach and are 
never allowed.

7:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Day of Event

(Including set-up and 
take down)

No DJs or live 
entertainment 
on the sidewalk 

or street

No jumpers, 
slides, or moon 
bounces on the 

sidewalk or 
street

Maintain 20’ 
access for 

emergency 
vehicles

7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Day of Event

(Including set-up  
and take down)

Ice cream Chips and Salsa CharcuterieCookies

NEIGHBORLY SNACK IDEAS:

1
SAY HELLO!

Start small. The first step in building 
a community is just saying hello. The 
next time you see a neighbor, try saying 
hello, introducing yourself, and if you feel 
comfortable, pointing out your home.

MAKE IT A HABIT!

Building relationships is about having 
regular, ongoing social contact with 
others. It’s better to have small, 
repeat interactions than try to do too 
much at once.

ASK A NEIGHBOR IF THEY WANT TO  
CO-HOST A POTLUCK OR PIZZA PARTY!

Get together with your neighbor, 
and choose a date for a front yard or 
backyard potluck or pizza party. Try to 
plan at least a month ahead.

Two weeks before your event, hand 
out flyers inviting your neighbors to 
your party. You can knock on doors to 
personally invite them and give them 
a flyer, or if you’re shy, leave the flyer at 
their door—just make sure it doesn’t fly 
away!

On the day of the event, set up a table 
and chairs out front for the food. If you 
don’t have enough chairs, ask everyone 
to bring their own! Some speakers with 
ambient music might help set the tone.



Step-by-Step
Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Try to plan at least a month ahead. The block party permit 
application must be submitted AT LEAST 10 BUSINESS DAYS 
before your event, and you have to complete some other steps 
before you can submit your permit.

Go door to door and get signatures on the Resident Signature 
Survey Form. Each residence/address needs a separate form, 
and you need signatures from at least 66% of residents on your 
block in order to receive your permit. Give yourself at least a 
week for this. 

Weekdays after work and weekends are a good time to try. 
If you can’t get anyone to answer the door, try leaving a note 
explaining the block party and that you’ll be back the next day 
to try again.

Vibes:
Chill
Festive
Upbeat
Celebratory

Theme suggestions:
Potluck
BBQ/Grilling*
Cultural Celebration
Holiday
Outdoor movie*
Food Competition (salsa, chili, pie, etc.)
Crafts (tie dye, holiday decorations,  
card making, etc.)

Step 4

Barricades from a City-approved vendor are mandatory, and 
you need proof of rental from the vendor for your permit to be 
approved. Streets may NOT be barricaded mid-block or half way 
down, they must be blocked off from either corner to corner, or if 
applicable, corner to alleyway.

Step 5

Submit the completed 
Block Party Application, 
permit fee, Residential 
Signature Forms, and 
Proof of Barricade Rental. 
This must be AT LEAST 10 
BUSINESS DAYS BEFORE 
YOUR EVENT.

Please make sure to thoroughly read the Block Party 
page at the Long Beach Special Events & Filming 
Website for a complete list of rules and restrictions 
on block parties.

Find all the necessary block 
party documents at the Long 
Beach Special Events & Filming 
Block Party website:

*Any equipment or infrastructure such as grills, projector screens, stages, 
etc. must be on private property, not on the street or sidewalk.

At least 

66%
or 2/3 of  

residents must 
say yes

Get together with 
your neighbor(s), 
and think about 
what type of event 
you want to hold.

Pick a date. 

Ask all your 
neighbors for 
permission.

Rent barricades.

Apply for a permit.

Block Party Application

Permit Application Fee

Site Map (this is 
something you fill out 
on the Block Party 
Application form)

Resident Signature  
Survey Forms

Proof of Barricade Rental 
(received from vendor)

Application Checklist



Leading up to Your Event 
After getting your permit, or while you’re waiting 
for it to get processed:

•	 Hand out flyers inviting neighbors to the 
event

•	 Make a list of all the supplies you need.

•	 See if neighbors will pitch in tables, chairs, 
tents, decorations, or anything else that will 
make your event a success.

On the Day of Your Event 
Barricade Placement:  1-2 hours before your event, 
set up barricades at the two ends of your block, or 
at the entry/exit if you live on a cul-de-sac.

Set-Up:  Set out your tables, chairs, and anything 
else you need in preparation. If you put any tables 
or chairs in the street, make sure they are off to the 
side of the road, leaving 20’ of clear road space for 
the fire department in case of any emergencies.

Party time!!!  Enjoy your time with your 
neighbors, and have a blast!

Clean Up:  Be a good neighbor, and CLEAN UP 
COMPLETELY after your event. Pick up and throw 
away or recycle all your trash, including food 
waste, cans, disposable plates and silverware, 
signage, and spent decorations. Avoid using 
confetti, glitter, and anything else that’s hard to 
pick up later. You will be fined if the City finds your 
cleanup inadequate. 

Timeline

WEEK

4
WEEK

3
WEEK

2
WEEK

1
BLOCK 
PARTY!

Start 
planning

Reserve your 
barricades

Pass out 
invitation 
flyers

Submit permit 
application

Gather 
neighborhood 
signatures

Make sure you 
have all necessary 
supplies

Figure out what supplies you 
need and whether you need 
to buy or borrow anything

Barricade Removal:  Take down barricades and 
store them safely until the rental vendor comes 
to pick them up.

Some Event Planning 
Suggestions 
Entry Level Event

•	 Potluck or BBQ

•	 Non-alcoholic beverage station*

•	 BYO tables and chairs

•	 Bluetooth speakers**

Upgrade:

•	 Sign-in sheet

•	 Name Tags 

•	 Table, chair, canopy rental

•	 Games and activities (sidewalk chalk, 
cornhole, ring toss, scavenger hunt, crafts, etc)

•	 Bounce House (has to be on your own 
property, not on the street or sidewalk)

A more elaborate event may trigger additional 
fees and requirements to get your Block Party 
permit. You may even have to get a Special Event 
permit, which is a much more complex, lengthy, 
and expensive process. DJs, live entertainment, 
and food trucks are typically things that will push 
your event into Special Event territory.

Our advice? Keep it simple. The point is to have fun 
with your neighbors, and everything else is extra!

*Alcoholic beverages cannot be consumed in public, including in your front yard, which is considered in public view.

**If you choose to play music, keep the volume at a respectful level. All equipment must be on private property 
and may not exceed the Long Beach Municipal Code noise ordinance or disturb the peace.

Check out our website to stay up-to-date  
on all things related to Neighbor-to-Neighbor  
in Long Beach!
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WHAT IF I LIVE ON A MAJOR STREET?

Try partnering with a neighbor who lives on a 
residential street close to you. Or collaborate 
with a nearby nonprofit, community garden, 
or local community-oriented business to 
host your event instead.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST  
TO THROW A BLOCK PARTY?

Roughly $300 at minimum.

•	 $100 Permit Application Fee

•	 $200 Barricade Rental, includes 4 
barricades with drop-off the day 
before and pickup the day after. 

Additional fees:

•	 $108.00 Per permit for Inspection of 
Block Party location for compliance (if 
deemed necessary).

•	 $65.00 Per hour for Special Event Staff 
to supervise your event (if deemed 
necessary)

These if-necessary conditions are 
typically for events around 4th of July, or if 
a neighborhood has a history of violating 
the block party rules in the past.

Fees change, so please make sure to 
check the Special Events & Filming 
website and verify the barricade rental 
cost with an approved vendor when you 
start planning your event.


