
Climate 
Action Toolkit





THE WHY: 

As climate change continues to 
affect every one of us, it becomes 
more and more important to mobilize 
your community around small things 
that can have a big impact. Working 
together with your neighbors to 
mitigate the effects of climate 
change and promote sustainability 
can also build resilient and healthy 
communities.

THE HOW:

Sometimes, knowing where to 
start can be the hardest part. In 
this toolkit, you will find some easy 
steps that can be taken to take 
climate action while getting to 
know your neighbors better!

What is  
a climate 
action?
A climate action is any policy, initiative, 
event, or strategy aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, transitioning 
to low-carbon and renewable energy 
sources, enhancing climate resilience, 
and promoting sustainable practices to 
combat climate change.



Composting

GREEN

Collect Food Scraps

If you don’t have a green 
cart, you can collect your 
food scraps in a countertop 
compost bin or other 
container. 
You can find these small bins for sale online. Alterna-
tively, you can use what you already have and put your 
food scraps in a plastic bag in the freezer, or a mixing 
bowl and cover it with a lid, plate, or beeswax wrap.

Once you fill up your bin or bag, you can drop it off  
at the Long Beach Community Compost site, where 
they will share finished compost with local gardeners, 
schools, and sustainability initiatives. Scraps can be 
dropped off at  2714 California Ave on Fridays from 
8:00 AM to 9:30 AM or Sundays from 10:00 AM to 
11:30 AM. Check out the Composting Resource Hub 
above for more information about Long Beach  
Community Compost.

Green Carts

The City of Long 
Beach has begun 
to collect yard 
trimmings and  
food scraps in  
green bins. 
If you live in an area that currently 
has this service, it is mandatory 
that you place yard trimmings  
and food scraps in your green  
cart. The City is continuously 
rolling out this program.

Check out the Composting 
Resource Hub above for a map  
of green cart service areas. 

Diversion of organic material 
from landfills reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions that trap the sun’s 
heat, warm the atmosphere 
and contribute to climate 
change. When you participate 
in composting, your organic 
material will not be sent to  
a landfill and will instead help  
to enrich and build healthy soil.

Composting 
Resource Hub
Scan the QR  
code for a list  
of resources.



GREENER

GREENEST

Start Composting  
At Home 

Long Beach Recycles offers 
workshops to get started home 
composting, as well as compost 
bins available for purchase at a 
discounted price.
Find information about purchasing discounted composting 
bins and Long Beach Recycles workshops in the Composting 
Resource Hub.

Become a Long Beach Compost  
and Recycling Ambassador 

Long Beach Recycles offers  
an 8-week Compost and Recycling 
Ambassador Program (CRA)  
where participants can dive deep 
into waste reduction, recycling, 
and at-home composting. 
Community members will apply the knowledge they gain 
in the class by becoming a resource for the community 
through volunteer opportunities. 

More information about the program is available in the 
Composting Resource Hub.

What can I 
compost?
 ✓ YES 

Fruits & vegetables

Coffee grounds  
& filters

Eggshells

Nut shells

Loose leaf tea

Flowers & plants

Leaves & yard waste

Undyed paper  
& cardboard

 × NO 

Meat or fish

Dairy products

Cooked foods

Bread & grains

Oils & grease

Diseased plants

Non-shredded  
yard waste



GREEN

Neighborhood 
Clean-ups

Clean Up Around Your Sidewalks,  
Parkways, and Gutters

Keeping sidewalks, parkways, and gutters around  
your home clean is a simple yet impactful way to  
care for your neighborhood. Try setting aside a  
regular time each week to sweep leaves, dirt, and  
debris from these areas, using a broom and dustpan  
or a rake for larger items. 
Collect and properly dispose of trash, recycling, and green waste in the appropriate bins.  
For overgrown vegetation in parkways, trim plants to keep walkways clear. Remember  
to wear gloves and use safe lifting techniques when handling heavier items. 

Coming together with your neighbors to do a cleanup effort 
is a great opportunity to address pollution and waste in your 
area, take pride in your neighborhood, and learn more about 
recycling and waste management.

Clean-up 
Resource Hub
Scan the QR  
code for a list  
of resources.



GREENER

GREENEST

Plan Your Own  
Clean-up

Planning your own clean-up event is a great way 
to have a positive environmental impact while 
also creating an opportunity for neighbors in your 
community to connect with one another. There are 
multiple resources in Long Beach to help you plan  
a clean-up event in your neighborhood. 
The Neighborhood Service Bureau’s Neighborhood Clean-Up Assistance Program will provide 
the resources needed for alley clean-ups, trash pickups, weed removal, and graffiti paint-outs.
You can also request help with logistics and promotion of your event through Long Beach 
Recycles. For more information about the Neighborhood Clean-Up Assistance Program, and 
assistance from Long Beach Recycles, check out the links in the Clean-up Resource Hub.

Participate In An  
Existing Clean-up

Sign up to participate in an existing community  
clean-up with one of our community partners.  
The city of Long Beach hosts cleanups throughout  
the month at parks, wetlands, and more. 
You can sign up to join these events on the city calendar. The Surfrider Foundation brings 
together volunteers to protect and enjoy our oceans. There are also many “Friends of” 
groups in Long Beach. Try looking up the Friends of group for your local park and plugging 
into any cleanup efforts they might be putting on. Council District 5 also hosts a variety of 
neighborhood cleanups. Find an event near you using the links in our Clean-up Resource Hub.



GREEN

Tree Planting
When you plant a tree in your neighborhood, 
you contribute to your community’s health, 
well-being, and happiness. Trees contribute to 
cleaner air, create shade and cooler streets, 
and improve our mental health.

Tree Planting 
Resource Hub
Scan the QR  
code for a list  
of resources.

Attend a Tree  
Planting Event

Sign up to attend a neighborhood tree planting  
through Long Beach’s Office of Climate Action  
and Sustainability. The office will be hosting monthly 
community planting events during the planting  
season (October-June) where they invite volunteers  
to help plant trees over the course of a few hours. 
If you’re interested in attending a tree planting event, you can find more information on  
the City of Long Beach events calendar through our Tree Planting Resource Hub.



GREENER

GREENEST

Get a Free 
Parkway Tree

Sign up for a free 
parkway tree 
from the Office 
of Climate Action 
and Sustainability. 
The Tree Planting Program 
offers free street trees by 
request to all Long Beach 
residents and businesses. If you 
or anyone you know would like 
a tree planted in front of their 
property, check out the Tree 
Planting Resource Hub.

Host a Tree Planting

Work with the 
Office of Climate 
Action and 
Sustainability 
to host a tree 
planting in your 
neighborhood.
Typically, 25-35 trees are 
planted at an event and 
volunteers from the surrounding 
community are invited to help. 
To get started, you can email 
TreeRequest@longbeach.gov.

Climate Superstar Trees
Trees with a combination of the following properties 
will make the most impact in terms of climate action.

LOW WATER USE 
Water is a precious resource, and trees that  
thrive on less water are better suited for urban 
areas in Long Beach.

BIG 
Larger trees with bigger canopies provide more 
shade and cooler temperatures. Having more 
leaves means they sequester more carbon through 
photosynthesis, and their broader canopies have 
more surface area to intercept air pollutants, 
leading to cleaner air.

FAST-GROWING 
Trees that grow quickly can capture and store 
carbon at a faster rate.

LONG-LIVED 
Trees with a long lifespan hold on to carbon for 
longer, and they can sequester carbon at their full 
size for a longer period of time. Long-lived trees 
need to be replaced less frequently, reducing gaps 
in the urban forest.

EVERGREEN 
Evergreen trees keep their leaves through all  
four seasons, meaning they can sequester carbon 
through photosynthesis and intercept air pollutants 
year round.
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4+ ft 
parkway

African Sumac 
Searsea lancea

5+ ft 
parkway

Australian Willow 
Geijera parviflora

6+ ft 
parkway

Mondell Pine 
Pinus eldarica

Holly Oak 
Quercus ilex

8+ ft 
parkway

Coast Live Oak 
Quercus agrifolia

✓
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✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
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✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

These trees from the 
approved list of Long 
Beach Street Trees are 
climate superstars!



GREEN

Gardening, Restoration, 
& Native Planting

Gardening and planting native plants helps 
to combat climate change by improving 
soil health and capturing carbon. Native 
plants also support local biodiversity and 
require less water, making landscapes more 
resilient to extreme weather conditions.

Native Plant Resource Hub

Scan the QR code for  
a list of resources.

Attend Restoration Fridays  
at Willow Springs Park

Every second Friday, the 
Long Beach community 
is invited to enjoy some 
healing time outdoors and 
help tend to the community 
restoration area in Willow 
Springs Park. 
Participants will help out with various tasks 
such as; watering and tending to natives, 
pulling invasives, picking up litter, mulching, 
trail maintenance, and stewarding the park.

Participate in a Surfrider  
Garden Workday

Ocean Friendly Garden 
Workdays restore the 
functions of healthy 
watersheds to prevent 
pollution from reaching  
the ocean and protect  
clean water.
Native plants are planted to boost 
biodiversity, conserve water, and store carbon 
long term. Attendees will be equipped to 
create and maintain a garden that supports 
clean water in local waterways and beaches.



GREENER

GREENEST

Native Plant  
Parkway Program

The Native Plant 
Parkway program 
gives you resources 
to convert your 
parkway from turf 
to a native plant 
landscape at no cost.
Native plants support local wildlife, 
conserve water, reduce runoff and 
pollution, and require less mainte-
nance. If your parkway is accepted 
to the program, you can choose 
from a variety of plant kits and work 
with Long Beach Utilities to get all of 
the materials delivered.

Lawn-to-Garden  
(L2G) Program

Through the Lawn 
to Garden program, 
community members 
can turn their 
lawns into drought-
resistant gardens.
This design assistance program 
allows you to make an investment 
in your home as well as the Long 
Beach community. To learn more 
and apply, visit our Native Plant 
resource hub.

What is a native plant?
Native plants are plants that have evolved or  
adapted to our local environment for thousands of 
years. This means that they are adjusted to our local 
weather patterns, require minimal to no supplemen-
tal irrigation, and provide food and habitat that are 
ideal for local birds and pollinators.

Historically, Long Beach was part of the Coastal Sage 
Scrub native plant community. Because of urbaniza-
tion, a large proportion of this plant community has 
been lost. Planting native plants in your garden and in 
restoration areas can help reconnect Long Beach to 
its place in the greater ecosystem.

GARDEN-FRIENDLY COASTAL  
SAGE SCRUB PLANTS

California Buckwheat  Eriogonum fasciculatum 
California buckwheat provides tons of support 
for local wildlife through flowers and seeds. After 
blooming, its pom-pom like flowers turn a rust color 
and are attractive in dried flower arrangements.
Bush sunflower  Encelia californica 
This cheerful, yellow-flowered plant grows 
astonishingly fast. It’s almost always in bloom, 
and it’s a friendly and low-maintenance choice to 
support native bees and butterflies.
White sage  Salvia apiana
With beautiful silvery leaves, white sage really stands 
out in a landscape. White sage is strongly tied to the 
cultures of many indigenous peoples, who use it for 
food, medicine, and ritual. In recent times, this plant is 
threatened by illegal harvesting, and restoring white 
sage could help protect the species in the future.
Black sage  Salvia mellifera 
Though less showy than some other native sages, 
black sage has bright green, aromatic leaves and 
is an important native food source for pollinators. It 
produces large quantities of nectar, which is also the 
source for rare black sage honey.
Toyon  Heteromeles arbutifolia 
Toyon is a large, fast-growing shrub that grows well in 
both sun and shade. With serrated leaves and bright 
red berries, it looks a bit like holly. Animals love toyon’s 
berries, and if you’re lucky, you’ll catch a flock of birds 
chowing down and stripping a toyon of its fruit.



Keep taking  
action!

Attend a  
Fix-it-Clinic from  

Long Beach  
Recycles

Avoid  
products 

packaged  
in plastic

Carpool with 
coworkers

Use Long Beach 
Transit’s low 
emission bus

Install a  
rain barrel

Pick up free 
mulch from 

Willow Springs 
Park

Host a 
clothing 

swap

Use a 
reusable 

water bottle

Sign up  
for community  

solar

See if you  
qualify for no-cost 

solar with GRID 
Alternatives


