Planning Land Use & Neighborhood Strategy
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On October 19 2018, Long Beach community members
participated in an in-the-field "walk audit” to discuss
conditions along South St between Myrtle Ave and
Linden Ave. Participants responded to a series of
thematic and location-specific questions regarding
building design, land-use, neighborhood character,
and parking. The charts in this summary reflect
participants’ written feedback on existing conditions,
along with their suggestions for future improvements.
The walk audit was held in Spanish.

The following key themes emerged from
community comments as desired elements:
active recreational spaces, more parks and
green space, and aesthetic improvements.
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KEY THEMES:

FINDING A BALANCE

Participants mentioned land use preferences 18 times. Auditors
expressed the need for job-generating uses as well as active

recreational space, especially with space for youth to play
sports. Auditors felt that vacant lots and abandoned buildings

detract from the neighborhood's character.
AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS
Participants mentioned aesthetic improvements 16 times.

Auditors emphasized the need for facade improvements,
building maintenance, and large windows.

*Number of related comments

FILLING IN THE GAPS

Participants mentioned desired land uses for
vacant lots 16 times. Auditors expressed the need
for parks and green space, educational institutions
for adults, and a community center.

PARKING

Parking was mentioned 4 times by participants.
Auditors expressed preference for parking lots with

trees and landscaping, and more parking. a a ﬁ
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Summary of comments written by auditors are
included here. Orange numbers indicate the number

of comments recorded. See below.
TOPIC:

FINDING A BALANCE

Desired Land Uses:

Active Recreational Space

Community Space
Healthy Food Options
Shopping

Undesired Land Uses:
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Vacant Lots / Abandoned Buildings | &4

TOPIC:

FILLING IN THE GAPS

Desired Land Uses for Vacant Lots:

Parks & Green Space
Educational Institutions
Community Center
Restaurants

Offices

Mixed-Use

Multi-family Housing
Housing

YMCA

TOPIC:
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AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS

Desired Elements:
Facade Improvements
Building Maintenance
Large Windows
Antique Design
Modern Design

Undesired Elements:
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Square Box Design | 1

TOPIC:

PARKING

Desired Elements:

Parking Lots with Trees and Landscaping

3

More Parking | 1
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FINAL THOUGHTS

The following notes summarize final thoughts and comments that
community members noted at the end of the walk audit. Comments
have been rephrased.

- Increase the availability of affordable housing for the community and add green open spaces.

- We like anything that improves the community and health of our city, for example, a civic center,
technical school, university, places to eat, etc.

+  Businesses need to be occupied.

+  Thereis a need for adult schools that offer community activities.

+  South street needs trees, as there is no shade.

+ Educational programs for people of all ages are needed.

- The community would like to see more bike facilities, crosswalks, police, historical monuments, trees,
and maintenance.

- Crosswalks need to be painted to increase pedestrian visibility.
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