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Reflect on the character of the businesses here. Do these businesses 
attract and benefit the neighboring residents? Are there buildings uses 
or designs that are preferable for this area? For businesses that you 
don't want to see or for empty storefronts, what would you want to go 
in those spaces instead?

BusINESS CHARACTER

As you walk along the route, annotate the map with notes, comments, 
and observations. Refer to discussion topics below at each of the 
stops and write down your answers to each of the questions.

N

FINDING A BALANCE
Did you see a reasonable balance of land uses and business variety 
as you walked up Long Beach Blvd? How do you think di erent 
building uses contribute or detract from the neighborhood’s 
character? What use would be appropriate for empty lots on the 
street?
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Uptown Land Use and Neighborhood Plan
October 4, 2018

Walk Audit #5

Street Design and Accessibility
How does this street layout work for cars, bicyclists, pedestrians 
and bus riders? How are tra�c speeds? How are lighting, 
sidewalks, and amenities like benches and signage? How do the 
trees make it feel? 
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Participants

On October 4, 2018, Long Beach community members 
participated in an in-the-field “walk audit” to discuss 
conditions along Long Beach Blvd between Artesia 
Blvd and 69th St. Participants responded to a series of 
thematic and location-specific questions regarding 
building design, land-use, neighborhood character, 
safety, and accessibility.   The charts in this summary 
reflect participants’ written feedback on existing 
conditions, along with their suggestions for future 
improvements.

Walk Route 
Taken

The following key themes emerged from 
community comments as desired elements: 
enhanced safety & accessibility, balance of 
land uses, landscaping & maintenance, and 

aesthetic improvements. 
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key THEMES:

70

AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENT

   

45

FINDING A BALANCE
Participants mentioned desired and undesired land 

uses 91 times. Auditors expressed the need for parks, 
destinations, and healthy food choices. Additional liquor 
stores were not desired along the corridor and nuisance 

liquor stores needed to be addressed.

*

*Number of related comments 

LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE
Participants mentioned landscaping and maintenance 
70 times. Auditors emphasized the need for streetscape 
maintenance along the corridor. Auditors wanted to see 
more landscaping and care/pruning of existing street trees.

101 Safety & Accessibility
Participants mentioned safety and accessibility issues 101 
times. Many auditors noted inadequate pedestrian lighting 
during the evening walk. Auditors also expressed the need 
for pedestrian improvements such as improved crosswalks, 
sidewalk maintenance and widening for accessibility.

Aesthetic improvements were mentioned 45 times by 
participants. Auditors expressed the need for building and 

facade improvements. Some auditors suggested incorporation 
of murals or public art. Undesired elements included graffiti and 

window security bars.

91
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SAFETY & ACCESSIBILITY

Sidewalk Maintenance 12

Crosswalk Improvements 11

Widened Sidewalks 6

Bike Lanes 6

Improved Crosswalk Signal Timing 5

Pedestrian Pathways 4

Pedestrian Friendly Signage 4

Landscaping 1

Desired Elements:

TOPIC:

FINDING A BALANCE [lAND USE PREFERENCES]

Parks & Green Space 15

Parking 10

Markets & Healthy Food Choices 8

Restaurants/Outdoor Dining 7

Uses for all ages 6

Community Spaces 5

Mixed Use 4

Small Businesses/Cafe 4

Housing 3

Splash Pad/Public Pool 2

Town Homes 2

Medical Center 2

Shopping/Retail 2

Courtyard Residential 1

Apartments 1

Liquor Stores & Mini Marts

More Housing 2

Apartments 2

Smoke Shops 2

Desired Land Uses:

Undesired Land Uses:

TOPIC:

Summary of comments written by auditors are 
included here. Orange numbers indicate number of 
comments recorded.  See below.

Lighting
47
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AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS

STREET FURNITURE

Facade Improvements 13

Mural/Public Art 6

Signage Improvements 5

Building Improvements 5

Inviting Storefronts 4

String Lights on Trees 3

Water Feature 2

Pots & Plants 1

Trash Cans 12

Benches/Seating 5

Bus Stop Amenities 5

Bike Racks 2

Graffiti 3

Window Security Bars 3

Desired Elements Include:

Desired Elements Include:

Undesired Elements Include

TOPIC:

LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE

Cleanliness & Maintenance

More Trees & Greenery

Landscape Maintenance/Tree Pruning

Green Walls 5

Green Alleys 2

Proper Drainage 2

Desired Elements Include:

TOPIC:
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• There are poor walking conditions in the area
• Hopeful for the future
• Existing land uses affect quality of life
• Want to buy, walk, meet, in the community
• We can work together to achieve goals
• Need to bring in new businesses
• Excited about this effort, hopeful for the future generation
• Excited and thankful to share thoughts and set the best example for the children 
• Keep pushing to make change!
• This event was an eye opening experience. Inspiring to see that neighbors care about the 

community.
• Kids have a voice too! 
• Complaints in this neighborhood are similar to other areas in the City.
• Need to stop graffiti
• It is great for everyone to come together and voice their ideas
• This walk audit was heartwarming 
• Don’t litter!
• We live here, and we should help here.

FInal Thoughts
The following notes summarize final thoughts and comments  that 
community members noted at the end of the walk audit. Comments 
have been rephrased.


