Planning Land Use & Neighborhood Strategy

SEPT 10

2018 Participants

Artesia &
Ramona Park

On September 22, 2018, Long Beach community
members participated in an in-the-field "walk audit”
to discuss conditions in Ramona Park, and along
Artesia Blvd between Indiana Ave and Downey Ave.
Participants responded to a series of thematic and
location-specific questions regarding public space,
land-use, neighborhood character, safety, and
accessibility.  This summary reflects participants'
written feedback about existing conditions, along
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with their suggestions for improvements. -

The following key

themes emerged

from participant
comments:
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community,
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streets, lighting &
security, and park
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KEY THEMES:

PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED STREETS

Participants mentioned pedestrian safety & accessibility issues

76 times. Speeding cars, narrow sidewalks, and a lack of safe
crossing opportunities make Artesia Blvd dangerous, inaccessible,
and unwelcoming for pedestrians. Participants also expressed a
desire for more activated ground floors.

*Number of related comments

97 FULL-SERVICE COMMUNITY

Participants mentioned a desire for small, community-serving
businesses and facilities 37 times. Artesia does not currently offer
healthy products or have necessary services for neighborhood

GROCERIES residents, especially seniors. Commercial properties primarily
contain fast-food chains and parking lots; whose drive aisles
and drive thrus make pedestrians feel unsafe. The corridor also
feels less accessible due to wide streets, fast traffic and lack of
sufficient crossing locations.

PARK PROGRAMMING & IMPROVEMENTS

Participants mentioned park programming and improvements 37/
times. While the park is activated by youth sports on the weekend,
it could better meet its potential as a neighborhood gathering
space if it had more programming for families and seniors, and
updated amenities such as a stage/performance space, newer
play equipment, more seating, and an improved picnic area.

LIGHTING & WAY

Participants mentioned lighting issues 14 times. Auditors
observed lack of light in Ramona Park and along Artesia

Blvd and residential streets. Participants reported that the
area was dark at night and expressed a desire for increased
security and extended park hours.
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At each stop, participants wrote down location-specific comments in response to
c M M ENTS thematic questions about land use, design, and accessibility.
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- At each stop, participants wrote down location-specific comments in response to
C M M E NTS thematic questions about land use, design, and accessibility:.
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