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THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016; 5:03 P. M

LONG BEACH, CALI FORNI A

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: For those of you who are
present, if you're going to speak this evening, | need
you to rise and swear you in. So please rise if you're
going to speak this evening.

Rai se your right hand. Do you solemly
swear or affirmthat the evidence you shall give in this
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion neeting shall be the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth.

AUDI ENCE MEMBERS: | do.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you very nuch. You
may be seat ed.

Could we have the first item please, the
study session?

M5. TATUM The first itemon the agenda, | would
like to introduce Christopher Koontz, who will give a
brief introduction to the consultant team and |I'd al so
like to acknow edge that on this itemwe he have the
City's former Deputy Director for Econom c Devel oprent,
Angel a Reynol ds, who spent many, nmany years on this
project, and Angela canme to see the Conm ssion action on
this.

CHAl RMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Before staff starts their
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presentation, | have a comrent for staff, as well as the
audi ence that's present that may cone forward and speak.
A special favor to this lovely lady up front, if you
speak slowy and clearly, she is manually trying to
record everything that's being said, and if you're
really fast -- trust nme, she's told ne this many tines
-- she can't catch it all. So that would really be
appreci ated. Thank you.

MR, KOONTZ: Good evening, Conm ssioners. Again,
it's Christopher Koontz, and just to give you a preview
of the order of proceedings this evening, |I'mgoing to
i ntroduce the consultant teamthat the Gty retained to
prepare this Draft Specific Plan and EIR

After that tinme |I'd suggest we take the
public testinony, and after that staff would like to
gi ve sonme conmments based on both those, public testinony
and the presentation of the consultant team give sone
comments and then proceed to questions fromthe
Conmi ssi oners.

So if you're agreeable, that's the
procedure for this evening. And in introducing the team
here, just to rem nd everyone, what we're talking about
is PD-1, the ol dest Planned Devel opnment District in the
Cty.

So the original planning for this area

PC1
CONT"D

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 4

F-4


mheber
Line

mheber
Text Box
PC1
CONT''D


10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

occurred in the 1970s, and we're | ooking to update those
efforts. So with that, 1'mgoing to introduce the

Pl acewor ks team Wendy, Nicole and Suzanne, and we al so
have Jason Pack from Fehr & Peers, who is the City's

traffic consultant on this particular project. And with

that, I"'mgoing to | et Wendy start her presentation.
M5. NOMAK: Good evening. | can't believe we're
back here. 1It's been a year, a little over a year since

the last tine | was here to present the general ideas
and concepts for the | and use plan, and over this past
year there has been a |ot of work put together that was
kind of the what, but we were really working with all of
the technical studies, with the public, wth staff to
put neat on the bones of the Specific Plan and start to
show you what the howis for the SEADI P area.

So alittle bit of background, as
Chri st opher mentioned. The plan is from 1977, and in
2012, the Council directed staff to nove forward and
seek funds and pursue preparing a specific plan for the
area, to come up with a conprehensive plan.

This project was funded by sustainability
grant fromthe State of California, so it hel ps include
the studies that we've done for wetlands delineation or
habi tat assessnent, nobility analysis and traffic

anal ysis, creating the devel opnent standards.
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So all of those things were an initiative
the Gty sought funding and was granted a grant and is
hel ping to pay for the project that you see before you.

One of the nost inportant things that the
Council had asked for as part of this effort was an
extensive outreach effort. One of the things that they
felt was very inportant was that the public had anple
opportunity to coment on, weigh in, talk about,

i nfl uence, shape a future plan for the area and so we
could really understand those things that were inportant
to the cormunity and nake sure those were integrated
into the plan.

So as you'll see up on the screen, there
are multiple ways that throughout this process we
reached out to the public. There was a Citizens
Advi sory Comm ttee that was made of 22 nmenbers and sone
of which are in the audience this evening, and they were
-- that Advisory Comm ttee was made up of property
owners, honeowners associ ation representatives, Cal
Trans representatives, folks that represented the | and
trust and other wetlands interests, and we held six
nmeetings with themto really be a soundi ng board and
hel p work through some of the big ideas in the plan.

There were pop-up events where we would go

out in different kind of shopping centers in the area
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and talk with the public as they were comng in and out
of doing their shopping.

W' ve conducted Council -- or neetings at
Council District workshops. Mst recently there was an
open house in March which had stations for all of the
topics that are in the Specific Plan and where fol ks
could conme in and talk to us about their questions or
get a better understandi ng about the project because at
that time the Specific Plan had actually been drafted
and we had a lot nore information to share with the
comunity before we were here with you tonight.

We also did online outreach and
E-notification. So we're really trying to get out there
and talk to the community in the way that they work and
what's nost convenient for them

So where we are in the process -- it's been
a couple years now W did all of the background
research, really starting to understand what the market
conditions were, developed a vision statenent for the
area, because that is what's really driving the plan,
came up with the Land Use Plan, which | presented to you
over a year ago.

And so now we're in the final stages of the
City process for the Specific Plan and EIR, which are

before you this evening.
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Once there is action taken on the Specific
Plan by the Cty, there will be a next step, which is
taking it forward for review and the process through the
Coastal Commi ssi on.

So a brief overview of the project. |
t hi nk nost everyone is famliar with it, but those in
t he audi ence that may not be, the boundaries of the
Specific Plan area to the north are the 22 or 7th
Street. On the south end it's the County |line, and
essentially we're | ooking at PCH, which is the
north-south -- the left side, the north-south running
street, and then we al so have Studebaker, which is the
ot her north-south running street on the right side.

The project is about 1500 acres. That's
the total size of it. So the foundation, the capstone
of this project was the vision. W worked with the
community, we worked with the Citizens Advisory
Conmittee to understand what this area should | ook |ike
in the future, what do you want to see here, and the
overarching statement was that the community wanted a
livable, thriving and sustainabl e gateway destination in
Long Beach and Sout hern California.

But what does that nean? That could nean a
ot of things. So I'mnot going to read through all the

bul l et points, but the ones bel ow are the supporting
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ideas that go with it. It's a nore wal kable, nore
active area, nore pedestrian friendly, less reliance on
the autonobile, a relationship with the surrounding
natural uses that you have, the wetlands, protecting and
encouraging views -- there's a lot of views right now
that are not being capitalized on -- and a place that
serves both locals and visitors.

One of the things we wanted to nake sure we
did, because this is a very extensive effort, it's an
i nvestenent by the community, it's an investnent by the
City, is to create a sustainable plan. No one wants a
pl anni ng docunent that sits on the shelf and can't be
used or can't be inplenented.

So what was really inportant is when we
were having all of the conversations about how we
achieve the vision and different strategies that we
could inmply in the Specific Plan, we kept in m nd what
we call the three pillars of sustainability.

And really what these are are kind of the
three |l egs of the stool of the Specific Plan to nmake
sure it can be inplenented.

So equally in the process we needed to
consi der the physical benefits, so what the place | ooked
i ke, planning, how we get around, and we had to | ook at

t he environnental benefits, how does it affect the
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wet | ands and the uses adjacent to it.

We al so needed to | ook at the economc
benefits, meaning we don't want to put together a plan
or recommendations in the plan that couldn't actually be
realized.

So all of these things were conponents of
what we tal ked about and nmade -- or really equally
considered as we're noving forward in the plan. You
can't have one w thout the other.

So sone of the differences between the new

plan and the existing PDis that we -- right now we
propose no md rise -- there's no high rise devel opnent
here. 1t's md rise devel opnent. We're not proposing

an extension of Studebaker in the plan.

This Specific Plan reflects the ideas that
have cone about through the feedback that we received,
but nost inportantly, it creates a conprehensive plan
for the area.

Inevitably, the Gty would probably
experience some ongoi ng applications and requests for
new uses within the SEADI P area over tinme. One thing
that this does is it really gives a conprehensive vision
and approach for land use, for circulation, for
preserving natural resources, and it works as a

conpr ehensi ve whol e.
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And one of the ways that already it's been
denonstrated that it's been useful is that recently Cal
Trans has been | ooking at ways to inprove the Los
Al am tos bridge, and they were | ooking at different
alternatives and designs for that bridge construction,
and a fourth alternative was added to their analysis
based upon the feedback that the community gave and
said, hey, did you know we were doing this SEADI P and
here are sone of the big ideas.

So a new alternative was added to that
analysis, so it's starting to do what we were hoping it
woul d do and really create a gl obal conversati on about
what this entire area should | ook |ike and not one
project at a tine.

So obviously, we want to enphasi ze the
wal kability, the enphasis on pedestrians creating space
and creating new spaces for people to gather.

In the 1977 plan, there was a m x of
residential, commercial, open space, wetl ands,

i ndustrial and public uses, and in that plan it was very
auto-oriented, as I'msure you' ve seen with nost of the
comercial uses. The lanes on the roads are very wi de,
parking lots are oriented towards the streets, and that
was just the nature of devel opnent at the tine.

Everything was pretty nmuch auto-oriented as devel opnent
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was occurring.

One of the other things to note in this
plan, the original PD, was if you look at -- if you | ook
at the corner of, say, Second and PCH, the northeast
corner where the wetlands and St eanshovel Sl ough are,
it's showi ng yellow, which neans there was residenti al
allowed in the area behind In-NQut. 1It's also show ng
on the south side of Second Street behind the
Mar ket pl ace that commerci al uses were all owed.

So these are sonme of things -- and then on
the north side when you look at all the yellow, that's
all the existing and established residential
nei ghbor hoods that you all are famliar wth.

The proposed SEADI P plan, really 80 percent
of the uses in the area are staying exactly the sane.
We have about 20 percent of the area that is |ooking at
any change what soever, and nost of those areas that have
changed -- actually, all the areas that we're
recomendi ng change for already have sone sort of
exi sting devel opnent plan on them and that we woul d be
| ooki ng at ways to nmake that nore efficient, nore user
friendly for the conmunity and bring sone of those
anenities that were desired and the vision.

So one of the features of the new plan is

the addition of a designation called m xed use. So
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there are a handful of properties right at Second and
PCH whi ch are designated in red, and then there's also a
property that is located a little bit further north in
purple, and these are our m xed areas. The purple area
is where the Golden Sails property is.

These mi xed use areas is where the nost
anount of change is being shown. This is where we would
allow for a mx of commercial uses, hospitality uses,
residential uses to create those gathering places and a
new m x of housing opportunities for people in the area.
And shoppi ng opportunities, for that matter.

This plan al so shows that those areas that
were originally designated comrercial and residential in
the wetl ands are now designated in a new | and use
category, which is called Coastal Habitat Wetlands and
Recreation. Say that five tinmes fast.

But what that neans is that allows for
wet | ands restoration, it allows for interpretive
centers, and it also allows for visitor-serving and
coastal -rel ated uses.

So, for instance, if sonebody wanted to
open a space and they were renting kayaks or other
t hings that woul d provi de people access to the water,
those are the type of uses that are allowed in the

coastal habitat, wetland and recreation.
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We have retained the industrial uses for
your energy uses, and we've retained all of the
residential, the established residential. So the
majority of the uses are really and the changes are in
t hose m xed use and m xed use -- it's a community core
and m x used nmarina areas.

This is a very detailed table, but I'Il get
to a summary on the next slide, but this shows the total
acres of all the uses, the anobunt of dwelling units, the
square footage and the estinated popul ation that would
be allowed within the Specific Plan area.

Sonme of the areas have -- when it says
"dwel ling units," those include dwelling units that
al ready are on the ground and are presuned not to
change. This also is the maxi numthat would be all owed
in the Specific Plan.

So it doesn't nean necessarily that because
t hese nunbers are allowed in the Specific Plan for these
totals that all devel opnment will achi eve those nunbers.
Lots of time devel opnent conmes in at a lot |ess than
that, but this is what the maxinumis allowed in the
Specific Plan, and this is what has been anal yzed in the
Envi ronnental | npact Report.

So total dwelling units in the area is 9500

units. It's a popul ation of about 15,000 people.
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Nonr esi denti al square footage, we have about 2.7 mllion
square feet, and that is a conbination of comerci al

of fice, industrial and public space, and public is,

like, Kettering Elenmentary and sone of the other public
uses we have in the project area. It allows for up to
425 hotel rooms. And then we al so | ook at enpl oyee
generation. So it's anticipated to generate about 4,000
enpl oyees.

There is a small area, as well, that is on
the east side of the -- or I'msorry -- the west side of
the project area that is going to be renoved fromthe
Specific Plan and converted to traditional zoning, so
t hose nunbers are not included in the Specific Plan
proj ection nunbers.

So the difference between the existing and
t he new plan. About 118 acres that were originally
designated as conmercial or residential are now being
converted to coastal habitat, wetlands and recreation.

We have about 440,000 square feet |ess of
comercial uses than what is actually allowed in the
existing PD, but there are 4,000 nore units and about
6300 nore people than what the existing SEAD P woul d
have had.

So as part of the conversation about

creating place and nmaking this an area that's speci al,
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there was a | ot of conversation about how do we do that,
what opportunities are we m ssing out on that we should
be capitalizing on, and one of the things that
consistently came up was creating additional views,
capitalizing on views right now that may be bl ocked by
exi sting buildings and structures.

So one of the ideas is to be able to -- and
this is an exanple where say, for instance, on the
bottom | eft you have wetlands, and then this could be
Paci fic Coast Hi ghway, and then you woul d have new
devel opnent, new change and then views connecting to the
wat er .

So finding ways that as you are driving
t hrough and as new projects cone in that there are views
and that the community can see the assets that they
enjoy and that are currently bl ocked by existing
structures.

This is another exanple of a view corridor,
say, looking fromthe inside. This is an exanple of the
concept if it was taken fromthe Marketplace. So if
you're looking fromthe Marketplace across to PCH to the
wat er, there could be opportunities to connect all the
way through, how buil dings could frame these views.

But probably the biggest opportunity to

create place and sonething special in the SEADIP area is
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what we're calling the waterway pronenade, and that's an
area of opportunity that is seen behind the Marina
Paci fica project.

Ri ght now the way that the buildings are
oriented, they turn their backs on this anmenity, and no
one has access to it, and there are not opportunities to
wal k along it, see it.

So this is a concept of how you could turn
new devel opnent to face that anenity and provide
addi ti onal spaces, activity centers, outdoor dining
opportunities and really build upon an anenity that's
t here right now

So as we were tal king about the three | egs
of the stool for the pillars of sustainability,
obvi ously, one of the biggest assets in the area is the
opportunity for wetlands restoration.

So bi ol ogi cal considerations were a very
important part of this Specific Plan, and so, obviously,
we included that coastal habitat, wetlands and
recreation use as a new use to start to acknow edge the
presence of those resources there.

There's di scussions about buffers. W've
coordinated with and gotten feedback fromdifferent
menbers fromthe wetlands conmunity about different

things that could be done for bird safe treatnents that
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i ncl ude specialized | andscaping so that it's noninvasive
into the wetlands and | ooking at different native
treat nents.

We al so have mgratory birds, so trying to
understand the best places to plant trees and ot her
things for that. Lighting is sonething that's
consi dered and | ooking at different ways to shield the
lighting so that it mnimzes inpacts to the wetl ands,
and then special building materials, too, because
aninmals are attracted to different types of materials.
So that way if we could integrate those, that would
deter them you know, fromrunning into the buildings,
and that woul d be sonmething that would be a benefit.

So that's what we're tal king about. It's
an urban interface with the wetlands, how does t hat
| ook, what are the transitions. W don't have any
site-specific projects planned right now, but there is
pl enty of high |level guidance in the Specific Plan to
start to tal k about what that interface should | ook |ike
so that the wetlands can exist in harnmony with any
devel opnent that's adjacent to it.

Mobility. Cbviously, that was one of the
top issues for the community as we were noving through
the project. The area is congested. There's no doubt

about that. So one of the priorities was inproving
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circulation and providi ng enhanced opportunities to wal k
and bi ke as an alternative to the car.

The chal | enge of the SEADI P area is that
not only does it serve local vehicular traffic, but it
al so serves regional traffic. So the balance we were
trying to create here is | ooking at finding as nany of
the tools available that we have to minimze the traffic
i npacts while also respecting sone of the what we woul d
say is a constraint, but it's also a benefit as far as
this project goes, for instance, the wetl ands.

So if this was a traffic-oriented plan
solely, we could wden all the roads and accommvodat e
traffic, but that was not the vision of the community.
So the recommendations that are in this plan are
i nprovenents that are proposed within the existing
rights of way and add new bi ke lane mles and new md
bl ock crossings so that we have exhausted all of the
avenues that we have to add new circul ati on and
connectivity opportunities within the area w thout
addi ng new r oadways.

So this is an exanple of one of the
graphics that's in the Specific Plan that shows the
bi cycle network. Al of the existing bike facilities
are in the solid lines and the proposed are in dashed.

And so | won't go through all of these, but | just
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wanted to show you the extent of how this bike
connectivity is planned for in the plan.

One of the concepts we al so | ooked at was
this idea of narrowing the lane that's on PCH, creating
a new protected bi ke |ane, creating new wal kability, new
| andscaping and really enhancing this as a conplete
street, one that responds to all nodes of transportation
and al so serves as a visual gateway and, you know, | ust
i nprovi ng the appearance as people arrive fromthe
sout h.

| talked a little bit about the internal
and md block connectivity. This one is really
i nportant because right now there aren't a | ot of ways
for people to get around ot her than using PCH or the
Shopkeeper Road, and so finding ways that new projects
as they are designed can create new internal roadways
that provide access for the sane, for pedestrians and
bi kes and vehicles, is going to be really inportant.

One of the things that you will note on
this exhibit is the dashed Iine by Shopkeeper Road, and
currently there is a -- there's a paper dedication for
Shopkeeper Road in this area, but it has not been built.

W as part of the Specific Plan are not
suggesting any particular alignnent for Shopkeeper Road.

What the Specific Plan is enphasizing is that there
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needs to be sone sort of connection down the line from
Shopkeeper Road to that end of Studebaker so that people
have an alternative to get around there.

So while the Specific Plan doesn't resolve
the location of that, it does say that it's inportant,
that it's sonething that shoul d be addressed as new
projects conme in and discussions, detailed discussions
happen about the area in the future.

So overall what the project area does for
i mprovability in Southeast Long Beach is al nost -- we
add seven additional mles of bike facilities. So
that's al nost an 80 percent increase in bike [ane mles
in this area, which is really inportant, and especially
because that's one of the objectives of the Gty as a
whol e overall, as well, is to becone a very bike
friendly conmunity.

The pedestrian facilities, we have al nost a
30 percent increase in additional mles for pedestrians.
And then as far as cars go, it's mnimal. W've added
centerline mles of alnmost two mles, but it's 9
percent, and that's really kind of the internal roadways
and the connectivity of Shopkeeper to Studebaker.

So overall, what does the Specific Plan do
for Sout heast Long Beach and all the properties that are

inthis area? As | nentioned earlier, it really
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provi des a conprehensive | ook and a way to approach the
way the comunity should evol ve, how new pl azas and

gat hering spaces can be provided, how connectivity can
occur and really how you can create place in a

conpr ehensi ve way.

It gives a strategy for all of these
things, and it reflects all of the values and
aspirations that the comunity has expressed through the
process. And nowis it perfect? WIIl it satisfy
everyone? Probably not. But it is the best effort
using the opportunities and constraints that we have to
bal ance those conmunity priorities.

The Gty did go through great lengths to
really understand all the different options and
al ternatives, and what you see before you is that best
representation of that information.

And so one of the other things that this
does is that as new projects conme in, you could talk to
property owners and really show them the concepts that
are in there, and it gives you nore | everage to be able
to say this is what the community wants, this is the
conpr ehensi ve plan, and how can new projects help to
make t hat happen.

So with that brief overview of the plan,

what |1'd like to do nowis to talk you through -- or
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turn it over to Nicole Mirse, who prepared the

Envi ronnental | npact Report, and she will explain the

EIR and the contents of it and then the next steps.
M5. MORSE: Thank you, Wendy.

My name is Nicole Morse. M/ job was to
take all that information that you just received from
Wendy on the Specific Plan and to anal yze and eval uate
the environnental inpact of that project.

So I'mgoing to wal k you through what was
the key main features, why do we prepare EIRs, what's
t he purpose of CEQA or the California Environnental
Quality Act, and then I'lIl wal k you through the
environnmental inpacts that were found as we did our
anal ysi s.

The California Environnmental Quality Act --
Il will call it CEQA -- it's primarily a disclosure
docunent so that decision makers and the public
under stand what the environnmental inpacts are. |It's not
meant to comment on the merits of the project. It's
nore of a disclosure docunent.

And once we determ ne what the
envi ronnmental inpacts are, we have to find ways to avoid
or reduce those inpacts. So we do that through
mtigation neasures and | ooking at alternatives to the

proj ect.
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Anot her thing that it does is it hel ps us
to coordinate with other agencies. So responsible
agencies are contacted that have jurisdiction over the
area, such as Cal Trans, the Arnmy Corps of ENngi neers as
an exanple or California Departnment of Fish & Wldlife,
and we reach out to themto get their input on the
envi ronment al inpacts, as well.

There are a nunber of different types of
El Rs, and we prepared a programlevel docunent. The
program EIRs are typical for a specific plan where
you' re | ooking at devel opnent over tine and you don't
have a site-specific devel opnent application in front of
you.

That woul d be different if you had projects
comng in one at atinme for this area. They would be
preparing project-level EIRs for their sites. And what
this does is gives an overall analysis of the inpacts
for the entire project site, the whole SEADI P area,
whi ch i s about 1500 acres.

So this is a nore general discussion of
impacts. It considers mtigation nmeasures and
alternatives for the area as a whole, and then it
establishes a path forward for evaluating future
projects as they cone in.

So what is it exactly that we analyzed? In
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the EIR we | ooked at -- the Specific Plan, we're | ooking
at the land uses that are being proposed, boundary
changes that occurred, any infrastructure inprovenents.

So any physical change to the environnment
is what needs to be analyzed. And we also are required
to anal yze build-out of the plan. So we | ook at the
di fference between the existing on the ground | and uses
to the maxi num potential build-out of the Specific Plan.

So even though projects could cone in and
they would be at a |l ess intense |evel than that overal
build-out, we still need to do the npbst conservative
analysis in the EIR

And what that neans in terns of net
i ncrease, Wendy before gave you the total build-out, but
conpared to the existing on the ground uses, it's a net
increase of 5,439 dwelling units, approximtely 575, 000
square feet of comercial and ot her enploynent uses, as
wel | as an additional 50 hotel roons.

So the EIR | ooked at all of the different
environnental topic areas. There's 17 different topic
areas, and I'mgoing to wal k through how those were
anal yzed.

One thing to keep in mnd is that the
Specific Plan includes design guidelines and devel opnent

st andards and ot her project design features that act as
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mtigation in and of itself. So it's sonewhat of a
self-mtigating plan, and that's what I"'mreferring to
al so. As when Wendy tal ked about wetland buffers, bird
safe treatnments, that's all considered when we're

anal yzi ng these i npacts.

So the inpacts that were determ ned to be
| ess than significant are listed here. | don't need to
read all of them but they include aesthetics,
geol ogi cal resources, popul ation housing, public
resources, recreation and utilities.

| npacts that were found to be | ess than
significant after mtigation neasures were included were
bi ol ogi cal resources, cultural resources, hazards and
hydrol ogy and water quality.

Sone of the mtigation neasure types that
were included were future studies that are required for
site-specific devel opment once devel opnent footprints
are known. As projects cone in, they'll have to do a
wet | ands study, or it's called a jurisdictional
del i neation, and biol ogi cal resources anal ysis.

We have nonitors that are required during
grading for the cultural resources, and then, like, best
managenent practices would be required to -- for water
qual ity and hydrol ogy.

| npacts that were found to be significant
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and unavoi dabl e include air quality, historical
resources, greenhouse gas em ssions, noise related to
construction and transportation and traffic.

So I"'mgoing to wal k through each of those
so you can understand what we anal yzed, what were the
types of mitigation neasures we included and why they're
consi dered significant and unavoi dabl e.

So for air quality, we |ooked at |ocal and
regional air quality, and we used the build-out of the
proposed | and uses, as well as vehicle mles travel ed
and natural gas usage, and we plugged that into a nodel,
and it was determ ned that the project would exceed the
AQWD, or Air Quality Managenent District, thresholds.

So we applied mtigation neasures for both
construction and operation. Construction measures
i ncluded, for exanple, Tier 4 efficiency equipnent
during construction.

And then project design features, depends
on the type of use being proposed, but exanples included
el ectric vehicle charging stations, a preference for
par ki ng fuel efficient vehicles or devel opers are
required to use Energy Star appliances.

So even with the application of those
mtigation neasures, the inpact is still considered

significant.
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Wth regard to historical resources, we
surveyed the entire project area. W |ooked at -- we
had a study prepared that | ooked at the eligibility of
structures and buildings that had the potential to
becone historical resources and then those that were
over 50 years ol d.

And the one thing with this plan is that
it's a 20-year plus plan. So as devel opnent cones in
over this period of tinme, there will be buildings that
becone 50 years of age or ol der that may becone
eligible, so that's why we determned this to be a
significant inpact.

And when if a devel oper cones in that were
to devel op on or adjacent to a 50-year-old building,
they would be required to do an intensive-|evel
hi storical eval uation.

Wth regard to greenhouse gas em ssions, we
| ooked at the total em ssions at build-out by eval uating
transportation, energy, the anmount of water and
wast ewat er that is being used, and the threshol ds were
exceeded.

There is a plan in place and efficiency
metric for the year 2020. It exceeded that anmount. But
there's also a 2050 goal that requires input fromthe

State on how to achi eve those reducti ons.

PC1
CONT"D

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 28

F-28


mheber
Line

mheber
Text Box
PC1
CONT''D


10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

So part of the reason why this is an
unavoi dabl e inpact is that we're creating for CARB to
update their scoping plan so that we can have State
nmeasures to hel p guide how to reduce inpacts for
ef ficiency measures beyond 2020.

For noi se inpacts we | ooked at both
short-term and | ong-term noi se, short-term neani ng
construction inpacts, and then long-termwould result
fromeither a use such as an industrial use that could
result in higher levels of noise, or overall we have an
increase in traffic, and so that increases noise in the
ar ea.

We included mtigation nmeasures to reduce
all those inpacts to less than significant |evels except
wth regard to construction. Because this is a plan, we
don't know when these future projects are going to cone
on board, how | arge they are, what nunber of equi pnent
they're going to need and how |l ong a period of tinme they
need to construct.

So there can be sone significant noise that
occur during that time, so we're going to require that
t hose applicants prepare site-specific noise and
vi bration studies.

Wth regard to transportation and traffic,

there's six intersections in the study area we're
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currently deficient with build-out of the project.
There will be 15 intersections that are deficient, and
we included all available mtigation neasures. Wendy
went over sone of them but they al so include signal
timng, fees, additional site-specific traffic studies
and intersection inprovenents.

One of the main reasons that we need to do
an override for -- and I'll explain what that is in a
second, but when you have an unavoi dabl e inpact, you
have to do a statenent of overriding considerations for
t hat i npact.

It's because a lot of these intersections
are in the jurisdiction of Cal Trans and it's outside of
the CGty's control, and therefore, you know, the Cty is
not able to determ ne when or where that inprovenent can
happen.

So we anal yzed four different project
alternatives. As required by CEQA, we have to | ook at a
no project alternative. W chose two. One was a no
proj ect/ no devel opnent, meaning that everything that's
being -- that's going on today is the sane thing that
woul d happen, and we conpared the project to that.

And then we | ooked at a no project adopted
PD-1 that | ooks at the build-out of the adopted SEAD P

plan. W included a reduced intensity alternative, and
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that was for the purpose of reducing sone of these
significant inpacts that | just nentioned regarding
traffic, air quality and noi se.

And this assumes that a simlar mx would
occur as in the proposed Specific Plan. [It's just an
overall reduction in intensity.

And then the last alternative we | ooked at
was a reduced building height alternative. This one
would elimnate the incentive that is in the Specific
Plan for hotel and residential that allows seven stories
under certain conditions, and it would max the buil di ng
hei ght out at five stories for the m xed use area.

So because there are significant
unavoi dabl e inpacts, the City will have to prepare a
statenent of overriding considerations and to weigh the
i npact of the -- to weigh the project benefits agai nst
t he environmental inpacts before deciding whether or not
to approve the project.

We normal ly do a 45-day public review
period, but in this case we wanted to give sone extra
time for people to review all of the materials, and the
review period is 60 days. It started on July 20th, and
it ends on Septenber 19th.

W will be providing witten coments to

everyone who submts coments. W've received maybe 20
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comments so far, but we expect nore. And tonight we're
recording all the coments, and all comments that are
made with regard to the environnmental inpacts and the
Envi ronnental | npact Report will also be responded to in
t hat response to coments documnent.

| have the contact information for Craig
Chal fant, who is collecting all the coments, but it's
also on the Gty's web site.

So the next tine we cone before you, we're
goi ng to have those response to conments avail abl e and
any changes that were nmade to the Draft EIR as a result
of those comments.

So | thank you very much. | appreciate you
listening, and I'mhere to answer questions |ater.

Wendy is going to kind of wap it up and tell you next
st eps.
M5. NOMK: Just one quick slide.

So where do we go from here? So once we
cone back to you -- it will be some tine. W have sone
tenative hearing dates schedul ed. The next tine we cone
before you is schedul ed for Novenber 3rd, and that would
be with everything all pulled together, we have the
Specific Plan, we have the EIR the response to
comments, all of that.

So the intent is that at that neeting, that
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woul d be discussion for action. And then once we have
gotten direction fromthe Pl anni ng Conm ssion, then
tentatively right now we've got a hearing date schedul ed
for Gty Council for Decenber 6th.

There's still a lot of work. Cbviously, we
still have the review period to close out here, so we
have sone tinme, and then we need sone tine to respond to
the coments, but then we'll be back to you for
direction and action.

Thank you.

MR. KOONTZ: So with that, | think we woul d advise
taki ng public testinony.

CHAI RVMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Sure. So the

Commi ssioners know, we will hold our questions until the
end, and we'll take public testinony.
What you'll do is you'll conme up, please,

and state your nanme and address for the record. You
will have three m nutes to nmake your comments. There
will be a timer behind me on the screen that will help
you, let you know.

Pl ease be courteous and hold to the three
m nutes. We have a |lot of individuals that want to
speak tonight, and if you go over, it tends to drag out
and not be fair to those that are waiting behind you.

| f you are going to be nmaking conments
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relative to the EIR, it's helpful for the reporter to
know t hat because then that coment can be segregated
out and responded to, as was indicated by staff in their
report.

Also, if you are going to be asking any
guestions, just so you know, we won't be entering into a
di al ogue at this point. W wll sinply accept the
question fromyou, it wll be recorded, and then it wll
be answered subsequently. The Pl anning Conm ssion w ||
not be responding to that question.

Wth that, our first speaker.

M5. HALL: Yes, sir. Thank you.

Menbers of the Planning Conm ssion, ny name
is Jan Hall, and | chaired the original SEADI P conmunity
that recomended the -- basically what we have now in
this SEADI P area, a master plan.

' mvery concerned about the height limt,
nunber one, as it relates to the buildings mainly
because of the fact that nobst of the east end of Long
Beach and many ot her parts of Long Beach have a
three-story height Iimt.

When you add that rmuch nore density and
bl ocking of views -- | know they tal k about views, but
"' mconcerned if it's a five-, six- and perhaps a

seven-story building, that that would really inpact the
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view corridors and the | ook on Pacific Coast H ghway in
particular, as well as the traffic congestion, which is
acknow edged that we can't nake it better.

My question is we can't nake it better, why
woul d we add this rmuch nore density to it?

And plus, I'mgoing to add a side note. As
the nother of four children, | think it's nice to
continue to build the bike path systemin the Cty, but
there's no way | would be able to go to the grocery
store and bring ny groceries hone on a bike. That's
just practically speaking.

Secondly or next, I'mvery concerned. W
have a drought in the State of California. Adding this
much density will require nore demands on the water, and
| don't see any mtigation or any discussion of what
we're facing as a state, as a county and as a city as it
relates to the ability to supply nuch needed water for
t hat many nore residents and commrercial buil di ngs
dependi ng on what the size and mx is.

' mal so concerned with the fact that the
original SEADI P plan protects the wetlands. There's
never been a discussion that that shouldn't be done, and
| think that's inportant.

Police and fire protection. Police and

fire and the ability to get to a fire, to an incident
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with the congestion that you' re going to add will make Eg%TD
it very, very difficult to pronptly reply to an
energency. And Second Street/PCH, PCH Bellfl ower
Boul evard and 7th Street are very congested. The public
safety conmponent is, | think, critical, and | don't feel
like it's been properly addressed.
And then ny question is why do we need to
change? W're not a no-growh N MBY group. W're oe7

saying that you have to match and bal ance the comunity,
and | don't believe personally that this matches nor
bal ances the comunity.

| know they say this is devel opnent -- not
devel opment -- econom cally driven, and | understand
that, but the econom cs of the existing housing, the
econom cs of the existing Second Street Bel nont Shore
area business, they're going to have inpacts, too.

If you can't get to Second Street to shop
and dine, you're going to have a problem If your
housi ng goes down in value, that's another problem And
| don't see those things addressed either.

And | know |'"mout of tine, but thank you
very much, and good |luck on your challenge. And | also
would like to say that | was on the Cty Council for 12
years, on the Long Beach Gty Council, and these

decisions aren't easy, but | trust you'll take all of us
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seriously.

Thank you.

MR. LADD: Chairman and Conm ssioners, ny nane is
Bob Ladd. [|I'ma | andscape architect, and I |ive at
555 Mai ne Avenue here in Long Beach.

I|"min favor of this project, the plan,
wi th some changes which I think would affect the
Envi ronnent al | npact Report.

But | think it's very inportant to have a
street extension of Studebaker Road to connect with PCH
from West m nster Boul evard, but | would -- and | have a
picture. 1'll give it to the |adies over here. But
it's of an off ranp of U S. 101 at H ghway 25 in --
south of Glroy, and it's a bridge over a wetland, and I
t hi nk you could have a mnimal inpact on the wetland by
having a bridge. Smaller footprint physically, and it
woul d al so allow nore intuitive traffic circulation
rat her than Shopkeeper Road, which is kind of like a
bunch of zig-zags around the area.

Just connecting Studebaker Road woul d be
nore intuitive. It would be kind of a | opsided half
circle around that really badly congested intersection
of Second and PCH, kind of like the outer Traffic Grcle
woul d do, and it would reduce the habitat fragnmentation.

It's very inportant in a wetl and.
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The existing traffic pattern yields no
reduction in mles traveled or fuel burned, and I think
ext endi ng Studebaker Road to give people an alternative
to that intersection would help an awful | ot and inprove
the air quality for the downw nd wetl and.

It provides an opportunity near PCH for an
interpretive center, a bicycle rest area, and you can
share the parking for the Marketplace. Wll, if you
could get themto agree to sonething |ike that.

And | also amin favor of the density that
this plan has because it woul d reduce the pressure to
devel op the open space and agricultural |and at the edge
of our metropolis, and | think it would also help
i nprove affordability for housing.

And | like the picture of Marina Pacifica.
We tried, but good luck with that, getting the Ral ph's
mar ket and all those stores to turn around and | ook at
t he water.

Thank you.

MR CROFT: M nanme is Ken Croft. | live and have
lived in Seal Beach in Orange County for the |ast 40
years. In that period of tine, we've seen a | ot of
change. Not so much in Seal Beach because there's not a
| ot of roomfor change there. |It's only Pacific Coast

H ghway, but Main Street's all filled in and stuff |ike
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that. Nor do | believe that -- there's College Park
West and Col | ege Park East, but they're mnimal in size,
as wel | .

So one thing that has bl essed Seal Beach is
the fact that it has been constrained in its growth, and
there's not necessarily a lot of travel, retirees and
stuff like that. The popul ati on denographics are
different than Long Beach. And so we're a sheltered
sweet spot on the California coast, | believe.

No disparity on Long Beach and its
wonder ful beaches, et cetera, but | do have some
concerns, and the concerns primarily of this projected
plan in Long Beach, ny extreme concerns are traffic.

On Father's Day this last -- past Father's
Day, | was in kind of a funk and |I said, hey, ny wife
and I, let's go down, travel down to San Di ego, okay,
there's a nice fish restaurant out in Point Loma, so we
drove PCH

Huh-uh. It was a bad weekend, of course.
What are good weekends on the coast? But traffic was
j ust inpossible.

And what brings nme back to Long Beach,

Bel nront Shore and Seal Beach is that traffic at times is
quite difficult. There are not a | ot of options for

access around the area. You're faced by the coast.
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There's no hel p there.

So the traffic conponent of the potential
growt h that you're tal king about in Long Beach, |
bel i eve, based on the fact that usually there's an
i ncome earner, okay, there's kids going to school taking
sone sort of traffic vehicle, whether it's a car, buses
or whatever, | think that this is a recipe for disaster
for the plan that you're putting forward both to the
surroundi ng comunities and for the project in itself.

Until the traffic -- and you' ve nentioned
in this presentation that there really weren't gonna be
any arterial upgrades planned. You can't add, what was
it, 15,000 new people to the project area or 5,000 or
what ever. You have the nunbers behind you.

Thi nk about yourself and how the traffic is
for you right now and the audi ence out here. It's
difficult, and yet we are all in a sweet spot, you know.
This isn't going to help it. This is not going to help
property values. This is not going to help the target
i ndividuals for all the housing that you're putting in.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: 1'Il need you to summari ze
because your tinme is up.

MR. CROFT: Thank you. | think you understand
where I'"'mgoing with this. | appreciate you | ooking

into this and nodify the devel opnent as appropriate.
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CHAI RVMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you

PC11
CONTD
Next speaker, pl ease.
MR. DAVIS: Good evening. M nane is Howard
Davis, and | represent the Napl es | nprovenent oC12
CONTD

Associ ation, and as chairman of the SEASP committee of
that organi zation. So thank you for allowing ne to
speak.

' m pl eased that you are here to guide the
Cty with sone very difficult choices. You re aware of
many proposals that were beneficial, but there is one
al nost tragi ¢ consequence which woul d be irreparable.

It would be irreparable.

So the Napl es | nprovenent Associ ation as
representative of the residents of Naples has a keen
interest in enhancenent of the SeaPort Marina area
property, the hotel that's kind of, you know, and as
wel |l as the southeast area of the Cty of Long Beach.

The project in the recent Draft
Envi ronnental | npact Report addresses this property and
al so docunents the severe traffic congestion adjacent to
this property.

And here is a little rem nder of what it's
like at the peak traffic hour. The bottleneck is the
Second Street bridge. Everything you do around it, you

al ways get back to the Second Street bridge.
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So as you know, the City traffic now at
peak hours and at the Second Street and Pacific Coast
H ghway is way over the City's elenents. The Gty had
an el ement study done that's added to the general
envi ronnmental product of the Cty, and that el enent said
that you should have a D level or better. That is A B,
C, D E, F. Should be D or above.

The el enment goes on to state that,
quotation fromthe elenent's report, A level of service
E or F can be severely inpacted by even the small est
amount of additional traffic.

W are now faced with nmuch nore than,
qguot ation, The small est anount of additional traffic by
the current proposal.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: 1'll need you to wap up

your comments, too.

MR DAVIS: |'msorry.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: 1'Il need you to wap
up --

MR. DAVIS: Thank you. Al right. | have a

coupl e nore sentences.

CHAI RVMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Pl ease.

MR. DAVIS: Al though we cannot cone close to
totally offsetting the comng traffic increase, we hope

you will agree that we should as a priority inplenment
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the two nost notable mitigations available. One is the EgE;D
connection of Shopkeeper Road to Studebaker Road via the
par ki ng area of the Marketplace, and the other is the
signal timng at Second Street and Pacific Coast
H ghway.

Therefore, the Napl es | nprovenent
Associ ation strongly urges that these mtigations be
i npl emented before any build-out is permtted.

| thank you for your attention.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS:  Thank you.

Again, |I'lIl rem nd the speakers as a
courtesy to all the people behind you, please adhere to
the three-mnute tinme limt. Thank you.

MR. SPRAGUE: Thank you. Douglas Sprague. | live

at 58 Savona Wl k, Long Beggg | have three comments on PC13
the Draft EIR for the SpecCON”)Plan and nore
specifically on the traffic inpacts at PCH and Second
Street.

| think we're already seeing partial
gridlock at this intersection, and this occurs when
people in frustration attenpt going north on PCH
turning left onto Second Street, and | think the
situation will probably get worse.

My second conment is with regard to the PC14
conpari son of the no project alternative to the project
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alternative with regard to traffic inpacts, and both
alternatives have a level of service F, which is the
| owest it can go.

| don't think that correctly characterizes
the inmpacts of the project, and that maybe it should
take -- look a little nore -- a further look at it.

The mtigation proposed, which basically is
ext ensi on of Shopkeeper -- and |I'm assum ng that that
woul d be also widening of it -- | think is a good
attenpt. Synchronization of the signals is also a good
mtigation attenpt.

| think also a consideration of traffic
control during peak hours, and |I'm not sure exactly what
that is other than to prevent people running the yell ow
I'i ght and cl ogging the intersection.

| think that before these -- before there's
a build-out of the Specific Plan that these mtigations
and what ever other ones that are necessary shoul d be
done beforehand, and | think that the devel opers of the
proj ect should basically pay for themrather than the
t axpayers.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Next speaker, pl ease.

Feel free to pull the m crophone down.

MS. DAHL: Thank you.
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| am Janice Dahl. |'ma resident of the
SEADI P area, University Park Estates, past president of
t he nei ghborhood and currently president of El Dorado
Audobon and the founder of Los Cerritos Wtlands Land
Trust.

Because we only have three mnutes, | was
going to take one itemout of DEIR and speak about it,
but there are so many issues that inpact quality of life
that |'masking that this new planni ng known as SEASP be
abandoned.

|"mreally shocked that |'m actually asking
this because | was one of the original advocates for
| ooki ng at SEADI P and updating it. | just never
i magi ned that the City would cone to this outlandi sh
pl an.

The public knows that regardl ess of what we
say today, you'll probably go forward. | don't know if
you' |l rubber stanmp it, but you'll go through the form
process of notifying us and having public neetings, but
in the end you're going to wind up pretty nmuch approving
the plan, and then we'll have to fight it and probably
have | awsuits, and this will drag on for years and
years.

You may tweak the plan a little bit, but

ultimately, you're going to approve that we go from 35
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feet in height to seven stories, you' re going to approve
two and a half tines nore population, two and a hal f
times nore traffic.

The intersections are already rated F --
it"'s in the DEIR -- and you'll approve that we need
Wwor se intersections.

This failing of this plan, | know you're
going to say it's good for Long Beach and for sout heast
Long Beach, but | don't believe you |live here if that's
what you think. O at least if you do |ive here, you
don't care. O if you do live here and don't care,
don't know what to assune then.

There has to be a | ogical explanation why
you would think that this is a good idea, and | really
search and search, and | just can't find it. You have
the voting power to stop this before it goes any
further, before nore noney is wasted, before our
community i s destroyed.

To me, | see that this current plan is a
mess. That's the best word | can describe it. |'mjust
shocked at what you have.

And t hen speaking on part of El Dorado
Audubon, you don't -- | don't want to say "you." This
pl an does not address the fact that this nei ghborhood is

under a wildlife corridor known as the Pacific Flyway.
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There's wildlife from South Arerica to Al aska that
depends on each of these little habitats al ong the
coast .

And | know ny time is up, but I want you to
really go home, think about this and understand that the
community does not agree with this. Those that live in
the Third District, we do not agree with this, and
there's really going to be a battle if this plan is put
forth.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Let's not appl aud or boo
or anything. It's very intimdating to conme forward and

speak, and it's really hard if we have that kind of

CP16
CONTD

peopl e com ng forward, let s not do that, please. Thank

reaction fromthe audi ence in consideration of the
you.
MR. BATTEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman, Menbers of the Conmm ssion, ny
name is Dustin Batten, and | am hear speaking on behal f
of the Los Angel es County Busi ness Federation or Bizfed.
We represent over 275,000 enployers, 3 mllion enployees
across the county and 165 busi ness organi zati ons.

We are a diverse grass roots alliance, and
we are here tonight in support of the Southeast Area

Devel opnent Pl an Updat e.
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As proposed, the Devel opnent Plan offers a
t hought ful and bal anced approach to | and use planning to
this vital and energetic conmunity. It wll not only
enhance the area and quality of |life for Long Beach
residents, but also gives the business comunity the
ability to reinvest in the area with updated design
gui delines and infrastructure.

Specifically, the new m xed use | and
designations wll give property owers and retailers the
opportunity and flexibility to reimagi ne and i nprove
conmerci al centers.

This update is very |ong overdue and hopes
to replace outdated |l and planning with a specific plan
that hel ps to bal ance sustainability, economc
devel opnent and livability.

And one final note. CQur board of
directors, who represents all those nunbers that |
stated earlier, approved this unaninously at our board
of directors neeting earlier this week. So one note
t here.

Thank you for your tine.

M5. PEMBERTON. Good evening. M nane is Linda
Penmberton, and | live in Belnont Heights, and -- what is
my address? 243 Roycroft.

Thank you for giving nme an opportunity to
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speak tonight. I1'mhere to talk about traffic and
potential sol utions.

According to the Cty's draft plan, as we
have heard tonight, traffic is the nunber one comunity
concern, yet the plan does not effectively address it.

The EIR shows that traffic to be
significant and unavoi dable inpact. Poorly rated
intersections will increase fromsix to 15 out of 21.
That neans 71 percent of the area's intersections and
four freeway on and off ranps will have very | ong
del ays.

The Draft plan tells us that traffic wll

continue to be congested even with the inproved --

proposed i nprovenents. |'m astonished by the statenent.

Doesn't it seemto you that the devel opnent plan is
unapol ogetically out of sync with our infrastructure?

The plan tries to bal ance soci al,
envi ronment and econom c benefits, but doesn't the City
realize that traffic is also an econom c issue for
residents? Tine is noney.

The National Transportation Research G oup
reported in 2014 that Los Angeles drivers | ose over
$2,000 a year due to traffic congestion.

The plan estimates over a hundred thousand

daily trips through the area, 50,000 people com ng and

PC18
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going daily. Together, all these people already |ose
$100 mllion a year due to traffic congestion. |Is it
fair to ask these taxpaying residents to carry the costs
of additional traffic congestion for an overly anbitious
devel opnent pl an?

You m ght ask "overly anbitious"? Well, do
we need to build 5,439 new residential units? It seens
like a lot of burden for a small area that doesn't have
mass transit or the possibility of it. The Gty's
mar ket i ng studi es show only a demand of 1600 to 2900
units, less than half of what is in the plan.

How dense is the plan? By conparison, it
represents a | arger population than Bel nont Shore with
four times the density, and Bol sa on either side of that
worse traffic intersection in the area.

Are there solutions? Sone are asking that
t he devel opnent be postponed until the infrastructure
can accommodate it, but perhaps there' s another
alternative.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: | need you to wap up, if
you don't m nd.
M5. PEMBERTON. Ckay.

The EIR calls for an alternative plan that

calls for a 30 percent reduction in high density, but it

doesn't go far enough to alleviate traffic. It only
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i nproves one intersection, and that's in Seal Beach.
| would like to see the Gty look at a 35
to 55 percent reduction in housing and study the inpact
on traffic. There m ght be a sweet spot between
devel opnent and traffic that would provide a better
out conme for everyone.
CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Can you wap this up,
pl ease? It's not fair to the peopl e behind you.
MS. PEMBERTON:  Thank you. [|'m done.
CHAI RMAN CHRI STOFFELS:  Thank you.
M5. DEAN. H . M nane is Julie Dean, and | live
at 215 Ponona, and my concern is traffic density.
| attended a nunber of SEASP neetings and
was quite discouraged at the | ack of response to the
traffic concern comng fromthe residents. Just a basic
thing that occurs today and hasn't been corrected as far
as | can see is the signal synchronization at -- going
nort hbound on PCH turning west bound onto Second Street.
| frequently run into a situation where
can't get into the turn because the |ight at Marina
Drive is red, and that's been years. That's been going
on for years, and we still haven't synchroni zed that.
So how do we expect to be able to handl e additi onal
traffic com ng through that intersection?

The traffic, as | said, is already
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i npacted, and now we're going to allow a | ower |evel of
service for traffic, which m xed use will allow.

It's always enphasi zed that the max nunbers
are sinply maxi munms, not definitely to occur, but
devel opers want to make noney, and they very well may
build to the max, for exanple, up to 425 hotel roons,
4,000 nore units and 6300 nore people. That could be an
increase in density that's just not manageabl e in that
smal | of a space.

There's nothing requiring those living in
t hese new devel opnents to wal k, bi ke, take public
transportation, shop and dine and enjoy entertainment
| ocally, which is always enphasi zed. But, of course,
there's no way to require that of those people.

These negatives wll highly inpact Naples,
Bel nront Shore and Peninsul a residents. However, we
weren't part of the SEASP planning conmttee. No one
invited us to be part of that commttee.

In addition, highly negative inpacts to
exi sting residents, non-residents comng to the city to
shop and for dining and entertai nment are going to
become nore and nore discouraged due to traffic at one
of the main entryways to the city through PCH and
Second.

We do not want our hone property val ues

PC20
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goi ng down, so please consider this. Thank you

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you

M5. CANTRELL: Good afternoon. Ann Cantrell. And
| agree with all of the people that have tal ked about
the traffic and the density, and | hope that you wl|
| ook carefully at the alternatives that will reduce
density and especially height, although reducing it to
five stories to nme is not reducing the height density.
| would ask that we retain the three-story limt that we
have now.

The hotel at Second and PCH is only two
stories, and | sit at that intersection forever and
watch the birds flying over that hotel, and they barely
get over the top, especially the great blue herons that
are flying fromtheir nesting trees in the marina over
to the wetlands to hunt for food.

Rai sing these buildings is going to be a
problem for not only the herons, but all the other birds
that fly between the wetlands and the mari na.

And it says in the EIOR it is well
established that buildings can pose a significant hazard
to flying birds fromcollision

They attenpt to mtigate this by saying,
well, we'll make these buildings five to seven stories

hi gh, but we'll set them back, |like that's going to nake
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a difference with a bird. PC21
CONTD
They al so say they're going to put
bird-safe glass on it, which | agree with, but if you
have buil dings that are seven stories high, you re going
to have collisions.
Again, | ask you please to consider the
alternatives and especially |lower the height and the
density of this area. Thank you.
CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Next speaker, pl ease.
MR. SCHUKLAND: Hello. M nane is Dave Schukl and, PC22

and | live at 6333 East Elliot Street.

| grew up in the University Park Estates
nei ghbor hood and expect to remain there through the next
updat e of SEADI P/ SEASP 30 years fromnow. So | suppose
this is all good practice.

| wish to cooment narrow y about one aspect
of the conprehensive plan, and that's the industri al
sector. As you heard and saw earlier, the total acreage
for industrial uses is equal to that of the other
| argest segnent, which is the wetlands, and both are 293
acres. Mich of that industrial acreage is the Al amtos
generating station.

As soneone who grew up literally in the
shadow of that power plant, |I'mvery concerned that

there has been very little visibility or integration of
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the rebuild process with the SEADI P/ SEASP process and
conmuni ty input.

SEASP is supposed to be a conprehensive
plan. Now, as you may know, the California Energy
Comm ssion has regulatory authority under CEQA for al
envi ronnment al consi derations, for permtting and
construction of large generating facilities. As such,
generating facilities are not subject to a full EIR but
review and approval by CEC staff.

On August 9th, the CEC held a public
wor kshop with the applicant for rebuilding the power
pl ant, Applied Energy Systens, or AES. |In that neeting
and in subsequent docunented comments, AES has asked the
CEC to renove staff recomendations that the rebuild of
the power plant be subject to conmmunity concerns, SEASP
and ot her public processes and be subject to nenorandum
of understanding of the Gty of Long Beach for an
expedi ted construction tineline.

As such, all aspects of tearing down the
ol d stacks and putting up new ones or what m x of gas,
fire, energy generation versus battery electric storage
woul d be subject to weaker environmental protections.

| respectfully ask that the Gty of Long
Beach reserve its right to review the power plant

rebuild as part of this SEADI P/ SEASP process and that

PC22
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you strongly consider conmunity concerns as extant with Egﬁm
the process and that you be in contact with California
Energy Conm ssion staff on how to do so.
Thank you.
CHAI RMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Next speaker, pl ease.
MR ROTH. Hello. M nane is Richard Roth. | s

live at 56 Sicilian Wal k in Long Beach, and I'm
obvi ously concerned -- not obviously, but concerned
about the incredible density and increase in this.

When Second and PCH first cane up, we
tal ked about the -- well, we had | arge di scussi ons about
the project being too dense, and now we're | ooking
basically at tripling the density, and | believe the
maj or driver for this is allow ng the people who rebuild
and develop in order to nmake nore noney.

We were told when Second and PCH was bei ng
debated that it just wouldn't pencil out at the | ower
nunbers, and yet right now there's a project in front of
you that conforns to the old SEADI P standards and
apparently is going to pencil out because nobody woul d
have ever proposed it if they didn't think they were
going to make noney on it.

So plainly, you don't really need this kind
of density in the plan, and yet it's in there for what |

have to assune is just to nmake noney.
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The other thing that strikes ne is there's
a big enphasis on, oh, we're going to get all this
commercial in there. Really? You take a | ook at what
we have right now in the Marina Pacific area and then
across the street in the Marketplace and we see | ow
quality shops. W see enpty shops. Wiat mracle is
going to drive this in?

Thank you.

MR. MLLER Good evening, Comm ssioners. | am
Jeff MIler. 1'ma 33-year resident of Long Beach. 1|'m
going to add ny voice to those you' ve already heard
from residents who have sonme problens with this
proposal and mainly in areas of height and density.

Yet the consultants the Gty hired for this
have said in their comments that there was anple
opportunity for the public to coment, that they worked
with the community, that this plan reflects the feedback
of the conmunity.

Are you kidding nme? You' re hearing
something different tonight. So there's obviously a
di sconnect, | think, between what they're proposing and
telling you and what you're hearing fromthe residents
of the conmunity.

| bicycle around the City of Long Beach,

and one of the things stated here was to add circul ation
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and md block connectivity for pedestrians and for
bicyclists, and | appreciate that. [|I'ma bicyclist.

But | also drive a car, and as soneone did
poi nt out, you can't take your groceries home fromthe
store on your bicycle. People are going to drive
through the intersection, and traffic will only get
wor se, not better, and yet they say that's okay. Again,
t hat doesn't sound credible.

Al so, they speak about the benefits of this
proj ect even though you' re hearing about all the
deficiencies, the benefits of econom c benefits and
physi cal benefits, "how we get around"” was the phrase
given. Well, we aren't going to get around any better
if it's made worse. So this does not nake sense.

The econom ¢ benefits really don't accrue
to the people of Long Beach, and | believe your charter
or your mandate is to look out for the interests of the
City of Long Beach, the residents, the business owners,
t he people who work here, and | don't see those benefits
accruing to any of us.

Sure, there nmay be sone benefits for the
owners of the commercial property and the devel opers who
woul d build on them but that does not add up to the
closing statenent that the consultant gave, which is

that this is the best effort to balance community
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priorities. PC24
CONTD
There's no bal ance there when the project
benefits only those devel opers.
So | urge you to reject this project, don't
support this. Instead, support sonething that protects
us, the residents and the business people of this
community and that protects our city. Retain the
three-story 35-foot height limt.
As | drive over the bridge now, as |I'm
waiting inline with all of the other people to get over
that bridge, | can look in the distance, and | see the
palmtrees on the other side of PCH | see the
nmountains in the distance.
How is adding a five- or seven-story
bui | ding going to enhance that? Are you kidding ne? |
t hi nk you can see the flaws here.
Thank you for your tine.
MR, NUTTER |I'm Mel Nutter, and you need an
address? | have been used to giving you one downtown at PC25
my office, but 5730 East Deborah Street will have to do
now.
| think this is probably the first tine
|"ve been in this chanber when | haven't directly w shed
to address | ocal coastal program matters specifically.
Toni ght what | want to do is focus on a
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rather narrow pi ece of your Draft Environnmental | npact
Report. | am concerned about the adequacy of the draft
docunent and particularly its analysis of existing
traffic conditions.

I f you |l ook at Section 5.16.1.3, it bases
its conclusion on the results of a single day's count
conducted on Tuesday, July 14th of 2015 to determ ne
what the current traffic situation is.

Now, the Cal Trans guide for preparing such
a study indicates that seasonal and weekend vari ations
intraffic should be considered and specifically when
you're dealing with recreational routes, as would be the
case here.

Now, in 2011, the Second and PCH study for
the EIR included traffic counts on nultiple days, both
weekends and weekdays, and sel ected different nonths of
the year in which to do it. The Cal Trans guidelines
provi de that weekday counts should not be conducted
during weeks containing a holiday.

" mgoing to concede that on July the 14th
there is this mnor holiday called Bastille Day, and |I'm
not going to suggest that's one you ought to take into
consideration, but there really is sonething of
significance about July 14th of 2015.

It turns out that the news was full on that

PC25
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particular day of the Auto Cub's judgnent that gasoline Egam
prices during the prior week had increased by 67 cents.

Now, | want to suggest to you that that
made for a rather strange circunstance, and | think you
need nore than one study, and | think you need sonet hing
a bit nore credi ble because, in fact, gasoline prices do
af fect what people do with their autonobiles.

So | appreciate the ability to nmake a
coment. Thank you.

M5. ALEY: M nane is Carrie Aley.

My concern is with the changes to CEQA

regarding SB 743. This EIR focuses on | evel of service, -

and it's my understanding that the new guidelines focus
on vehicle mles as a primary neter. Level of service
w Il no |onger constitute a significant environnental

ef fect under CEQA.

If a m xed use project is within a half a
mle of a bus stop, the addition of those hones no
| onger triggers significant inpact.

So if sonmeone takes, say, Marina Pacifica,
that center, and puts a thousand hones on it, it would
not trigger any significant inpact at all. The only
i npact woul d probably be environnmental on the wetl ands.

Simlarly with the Marketplace, with the

areas that have commercial, all they have to do is take
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t he existing square footage of their comrercial space, PC26
stack as nuch residential on it, and they will have no CONT
-- no inpact according to CEQA. The only property that
| see that could trigger it would be the SeaPort Marina
Hot el .

|"ve reviewed the original SEAD P
i npl ementation plan. 1t's not available online at the PC27
Cty. There's no copies of it. | happened to get one

fromone of the original SEADIP comm ttee nenbers.

| don't understand why this docunent is not
avai lable. In this docunment it says that traffic
congestion limts density.

You' re proposing the sanme anount of density
t hat you have proposed downtown. It nmakes no sense.
We're a suburban famly environment. | don't want to
ride ny bike to Ralph's. W're extrenely busy.

The idea that I'mgoing to ride ny bike or
take a bus into Orange County or LA -- I've tried taking
public transportation into Hollywod. It takes two and
a half hours one way. To take a bus into Orange County
woul d probably take three hours. And to expect people
to do this | think is ridicul ous.

| | ooked at the original environnmental
docunent for Pacific Marina. |'mrunning out of tine.

It promsed mtigation. Long Beach has a |long history

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 62

F-62


mheber
Text Box
PC26
CONT'D

mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Line

mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Text Box
PC27



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

of not doing mtigation. The Marketpl ace/ Shopkeeper PC27
Road extension was for that section, and | don't believe CONTD
you should recycle mtigation.
Thank you very much
MR. SONGER: MWy nane is Alan Songer, S-o-n-g-e-r,
279 Park Avenue in Bel nont Hei ghts. -

| cane here to tal k about density and
traffic, as well, but that's been well covered, but
while I"'mhere, | mght as well say a few things.

| was born here in the mddle of the
Ei senhower administration. M father was born here when
Her bert Hoover was president, and ny grandfather was
born here when Grover C evel and was president.
Actually, it wasn't even Long Beach then. It was a farm
in what is now North Long Beach.

So I've been here a long tine, and |'ve
wat ched t he Pl anni ng Comm ssi on nmake one bl under after
anot her for years and years and years and years. W
have just evidence of it everywhere out here, the
m st akes we' ve nmade, and there's no reason to conpound
that and keep doing it.

The one thing in this plan that really
bothers nme is the enphasis on m xed use. You can wal k
right out here and | ook across the street at a buil ding

that was built seven, eight years ago, m xed use. One,
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one conmercial space is |leased. Everything else is
still enpty and will remain enpty.

| work in Hollywod. | drive by m xed use
projects in downtown Los Angel es and in Wst Hol | ywood
all the tinme. 30 percent occupancy at best.

We have so nuch trouble attracting
retailers right nowin this area that we give tax breaks
and rebates and free rent and all kinds of incentives to
drive people in here, and they still go broke. Now
we're going to build all this comercial space that
nobody's going to want to rent because it doesn't work.
It doesn't pencil out.

Look. Everywhere and anywhere on this city
on m xed use, the retail part of it fails every tine.
So we have this huge project, and one of the calling
cards is this mxed use thing, and it never works. It
won't work. It will never work.

So | could go on and on about traffic, but
we' ve been here | ong enough. Just shoot this down.
Start over. This is really a bad idea, and if you
really polled scientifically the people that live in
this area, | would bet you' d have 75 to 85 percent of
t he people that live there saying this is ridicul ous.

That doesn't matter to you, that's fine. |

know you're here to push devel opnment and econom c growh

PC28
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and all that, but, you know, why don't you listen to us
for a change? It would be really refreshing, and you
m ght sleep better at night, too.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Next speaker, please.

M5. MLLER  Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners and
staff. M nane is Susan MIller. | live at 4217 East
Ocean Boul evard. |1've been a resident of Long Beach for
23 years.

Through all of these neetings, | have yet
to hear the term"sea level rise" or "seismc" or
"liquefaction.” The haz maps that |1've | ooked at, this
area is in sea level rise and |iquefaction.

Were are the mtigations for that? Are
all of these buildings going to be on a plith that wll
el evate them beyond the seven stories? | haven't heard
anyt hi ng about that consideration or issue.

And if that's going to be elevated, are al
t he wal kways going to be el evated? What does that do
for the environnent and the wldlife? That does not
give them an environnment that's conducive to maintain or
thrive. That wll dimnish.

| thought that was the focus of this entire
area was its wetlands and preserve the nature. These
are wildlife. 1It's not donestic aninmals that you put

little nice wal kways by themand they're going to
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thrive. You' ve mssed the point conpletely on this. ggﬁm
And again, a huge elenment is mssing by not
t al ki ng about the sea level rise, the |liquefaction and
the seismc. Thank you.
M5. CHRI STENSEN: Good afternoon. M nane is Anna
Chri stensen, 259 Termi no, born in Long Beach and now
PC31

forced to relive over 25 years of activismthanks to
you. I|I'mat this point sonmewhere between the guy with
the sign that says "The end is near" and the Red Queen,
just to let you know.

| couldn't help but note that presenter did
mention cultural resources only briefly with this quote:

"Monitors are required during grading" for the cultural

resources. "

That's a pretty big tell. So cultural
resources are only mentioned in terns of what will go
under the bulldozer as usual. Al right? | wote this.

| will pass it to everyone, but regarding the past being
forever present, | would Iike to read to you froma
docurent that | wote over 20 years ago regardi ng

ant hr opol ogi sts, which are the only people invited to
wite this docunent and the docunent that concerns al so
the 120 new oil wells, which apparently will be

i ncor por at ed.

Not only honmes and the things that Indian
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peopl es created --

COURT REPORTER:  You need to read sl ower.

M5. CHRISTENSEN: No, | can't. | can't. [I'lI
give it to you because |I'm going | ose ny m nutes.

Not only hones but -- and the things that
| ndi an peopl e created, but over 500,000 Indian burials
have been dug up and carried away, naking this,
according to Native Anmerican Rights Fund | awer Walter
Echohawk, the paranount human rights problemfor
Aneri can | ndi ans today.

More than 500,000 rel atives, our human
rel ati ons, have been displaced fromsone final place of
rest supposedly to | earn sonething about ancient man,
even though in 501 years -- that's when | wote it -- we
haven't yet |earned to ask perm ssion.

There is -- I'"Il just finish.

One has to wonder about science and this
ki nd of science and its connection to the continued
conquest of tribal |ands and peopl es, the agenda of
di ggi ng up everything Indian, renoving the people's
history fromthe land, redefining it in the context of
the invading culture.

It's not hard to understand why I ndi ans
have, fromthe tinmes of the Pilgrins, opposed such

desecration and why if there's going to be any kind of
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mul ti-culturalismon this continent, it's got to stop. PC31
CONTD
These things, these places, these human remai ns do not
bel ong to anyone ot her than the survivors.
So the reality is you can dance around al
you want. Even AB 52, the so-called Save Your Lands
PC32

bill, gives you a way out. You only have to talk to one
I ndi an, you can send your letters like you did and not
get themreturned, you can say it doesn't matter, but
what you never, ever, ever have done is do what you've
been asked to do over and over again by ne, long term
citizen, and which many, nany people, is talk to Indian
people fromthe get-go. Include themin your designs,

i ncl ude them on your planning commttee.

Look at this planning conmttee. |'mjust
saying you just don't do it, you never do it, and you
don't get it because you don't care. And it's really
plain. But you could. That's the part where | stop
just short of hacking off your heads as the Red Queen.
You coul d because you still have your heads. So why
don't you use thenf

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: The reason we're asking
t he speakers to speak slowy and clearly is so that
t hose comments can get transcribed for your benefit so
they can be responded to. So respect our need to record

your comrents so that we can respond to them
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M5. COITON:. CGood afternoon, Comm ssioners. My
nane is Melinda Cotton. | live on Park Avenue in
Bel nront Shore, and | noved to Long Beach when Jan Hal
was our Council nenber, and | would ask you, first of
all, tolisten to the things that she highlighted that
were density, that were traffic, that were the view
corridors.

What you're hearing this afternoon -- and |
know it seens unfair to say the Planning Conm ssion,
that you are the problem-- is that for the past 30
years we have dealt with issue after issue that deals
wi th these same | ocations.

The Lennar project wanted to go at SeaPort
Marina. It was finally rejected because it was too big
for the area. SeaPort Marina, the Second and PCH
project, was proposed at 12 stories. It passed this
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, got to Council and, fortunately,
was not al | owed.

So you folks are stuck with our
frustration, and |I'm sorry about that, but we'll hope
that you take time, as | know many of you do, talking
about your homework and the tines that you | ook over
projects, and we hope that you will do that again.

|'"'mgoing to speak to two itens on the

popul ati on increase and housing density. That's all

PC33
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going to be in that area fromthe Seal Beach border to PC%I
Loynes. So it's proposed that we're going to have 5,439 P
nore dwelling units, 8,548 nore people all jamed in
there, and that's going to be narket rate housing.
We're not hearing affordabl e housing.
These are going to be very expensive units with not
enough parking and further jamthose intersections.
Secondly, 1'd like to speak to the addition
of intersections that are proposed. Wat we have in the PC34

area now i s where one intersection is the main problem
The traffic, what's proposed in this plan is adding two
nore intersections on PCH to go through, provide what
are called view corridors.

"' m not sure anybody stands on a corner and
views down three blocks to the beach, but those
intersections will add congestion. People walk across
the street. People turn corners. They jamyellow
lights. They don't do the things they' re supposed to
do, like try to cross the street and get there in ten
seconds.

It's going to add to the congestion. So
you're going to have three congested intersections on
PCH | kid you not. It's going to happen.

And then the Studebaker, what's proposed to

add fromthe Trader Joe location to PCH again it's
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goi ng to add congesti on because you're going to |engthen
t hat because you're going to let a lot nore cars
t hr ough.
So pl ease consider that, listen to Jan
Hall, and I1'mgoing to finish up ny tine. Thank you.

M5. CAGER. Good evening. M nane is Gordona
Cager. | live at 235 Loma Avenue in Bel nont Heights,
and |'mhere to speak to you on the question of process
and comunity involvenent in this project.

|"mhere to tell you at the tine this
proj ect was announced in 2012, | was the proud
representative of the Third District on the Cty's
Sustainable City Conmm ssion, and this project resonated
w th ne.

| was delighted and ¢ ' - Anry
Bodek nmade the announcenent that the Gty had been
granted this noney in order to nove forward with an area
of Long Beach that had been the subject of so nuch,
shal |l we say, disagreenent.

| have given you a screen shot of the
City's Devel opnent Services page that describes the
comunity input on this project. And for the benefit of
the attendees in the audience, I'd like to tell you that
the Gty announced that 180 people attended the CAC

nmeetings, 76 people attended the public forum and made

PC34
CONTD

PC35
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statenents, 55 people were involved in the public
nmeeti ngs, and 187 people attended the workshops. And I
am absol utely di sgusted by those nunbers.

| believe that your consultant on this
project sadly did a disservice to the City of Long Beach
in their public outreach for this project. This project
with the scale and scope and the inpact that it wll
have on this community deserves thousands of people
participating in this process.

And nost of you live in the nei ghborhood,
so you coul d probably on one hand count the nunber of
nei ghbor hood groups, business groups, conmunity
associ ations that adjoin this area.

Say it with ne. Belnont Shore Residents
Associ ation, the business association, Naples
| mprovenent, the Upinna, Belnont Hei ghts Community
Associ ation. | nmean, the |ist goes on.

Those peopl e represent thousands of
i nformed community menbers who shoul d have had an
opportunity to participate, and they did not. So |I'd
like to state that | think it's shameful. The Cty has
been gi ven an opportunity to allow people to participate
in a very sinple manner, and they did not. And | think
that the process has been flawed, the results are

fl awed, and you shoul d consider that in your overal

PC35
CONT'D
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consi deration of the information that's contained in PC35
CONTD
this project.
Thank you.
M5. LAMB. Hello, Conm ssioners. M nane is
El i zabet h Lanb. |'"'mthe Executive Director of the Los
PC36

Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust.

| want to start off by saying that we have
been in |l engthy comunication with the Gty and the
consul tants about our interests and our concerns. W
sent a prelimnary neno early on in the process before
any of the planning had been convened | ayi ng out
bi ol ogi cal issues, habitat issues that we would want
studi ed and that we were concerned about, as well as
sharing studies that we had in our possession.

W sent a very detailed nenpo to the City
when the NOP was rel eased, and we sent another detail ed
meno when the Draft Specific Plan was rel eased.

| don't know. | don't have enough tine
here to go through that with you, but if you haven't
seen those nmenos, | encourage you to read them because
we felt that what we owed fromthe get-go was that our
concerns be clearly outlined, and they are concerns that
you woul d expect about protecting and restoring this
fragile resource that is inportant to the conmunity, as

| was heartened to find out during those advisory
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nmeeti ngs and, obviously, inportant to the biodiversity
in Southern California given that the vast portions of
Southern California' s wetlands are gone forever.

One of the comrents that | did want to nmake
to you though was that the City of Long Beach for quite
sone time saw this area as an area that should be of |ow
density because they valued the fragile natural
resources in that area, and for years the Cty of Long
Beach has rightly and understandably approved
devel opnent where there's adequate infrastructure, which
is in downtown Long Beach

And the Cty has nade those argunments to
t he Coastal Conm ssion when they've asked for perm ssion
to do building in the coastal areas of Long Beach that
are in the downtown area.

So |l think it's a pretty significant shift
to start to |l ook at the SEASP/ SEADI P area as an area
t hat shoul d be so dense, and we are concer ned,
obvi ously, about what that neans for the wetl ands.

Sonmething that's very inportant to us is
specificity, that science be used and that protections
be witten in for Los Cerritos wetlands, and we're
concerned that with the programEIR, there nay be a | ack
of specificity in that area.

The other thing |I just have to tell you is

PC36
CONTD
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as lovely as the people were that | net on the Conmunity
Advi sory Community, nore than one person earnestly took
me aside to explain to nme how what we needed was an
environnmental |y sensitive road through Los Cerritos
wet | ands.

As |'ve stated before, it is our position
that with so few wetlands |eft, that any incursions,
even the smal |l est anpunts, are unacceptabl e given how
fewwe are left wwth. So | wanted to share that with
you, as well.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS:  Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

M5. TOMNER: Thank you for letting ne speak. M
name is Pat Towner. | live on 6th Street in University
Par k Est at es.

| just wanted to say that |I brought with nme
nmy doubl oon because when | first came back to the city,
from Dodge City, Kansas, of course, | just felt like I
needed to believe in our people who, in fact, made the
rul es.

So | then got involved in politics and
stayed as president of the University Park Estates
intermttently for ten years. | was |and use chair of
the |l ocal coastal program and in that effort we | earned

how to neet with the residents of the area. W wal ked

PC36
CONTD

PC37

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 75

F-75


mheber
Text Box
PC36
CONT'D


mheber
Line

mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Text Box
PC37




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

the streets, we knew what was goi ng on, and we al so
i ncorporated SEADI P into our plan.

In addition to that, | was on the South
Coast Regi onal Coastal Conm ssion. Wat can | say? And
| was a sitting nmenber when the LCP was approved, and it
was really | auded as one of those things that the City
and the public got together on.

Wien | was el ected to SEASP or SEADI P or
what ever you call that thing, | felt kind of excited,
but right now!l really kind of called it the San D ego
Plan. | was really disappointed, and on ny first
nmeeting there | said to them | said, well, when are we
going to get to talk to the devel opers and the ot her
public, and how are we going to accommodate all of our
needs. And | was told we are not, we are not in that
position. They will do all of it.

So that's why | call it the San D ego plan.
Sorry, guys. | do.

Anyhow, the east side is and always wll be
a valuable commodity. |It's not a place for six- to
eight-foot story buildings. It's not a place for
upscal e shoppi ng, unless, of course, you consider
Gel son's to be upscal e shoppi ng.

Stop trying to drop everything on this side

of the City just because it has sone open land. W are

PC37
CONTD
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now experiencing the worst traffic, and it seens |ike
the only entry and exit viable are those that work in
our city because they're com ng and they're going.

The Orange County freeway now will dunp
fromfive lanes to four lanes to get on the freeway
going north, and, of course, you know what that neans
for us. We'Ill be sitting underneath their exhaust right
at our corner.

The airport now is considering a major
renovation, which could increase flights. And, of
course, that means nore stuff being dunped on us.

CSULB and the VA have plans to expand,
never taking into consideration do you know what 7th
Street is like in the norning and in the eveni ngs?

And Edi son now is |ooking with big eyes
because they're noving their plant over, and that |eaves
this whole big light industrial site for themto fill
up. Guess what? Soneone already tried to do it.

Soit's not -- it's not appropriate to keep
impacting us with stuff fromthe port and then stuff
fromover our heads. So we ask you to reconsider the
increase in height and density. And |'m going hone.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you

Next speaker, please.

MR. McAFEE: (Good evening. M nane is Andy

PC37
CONTD
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McAfee. | live at 260 O arenont Avenue.

About three nonths ago | was watching TV,
and Hillary Adinton came on and she said sonething that
kind of rang true to ne. She said that in a denocracy,
residents and activists are just as inportant as
gover nnent .

That's the reason |I'm here. The gover nment
generally has all the power. The only way the residents
can have any influence is to have a critical mass in
speaki ng out against a project. So | specifically cane
down because of that.

| agree with what people are saying. |'m
going to specifically talk about the EIR since that's
what this nmeeting is for. Section 5, environnental
anal ysis, Section 5.8, hazards and hazardous materi al s.

|*ve noticed that the consultant that
prepared this is called Placewrks, and we all know who
Pl aceworks is. [I'mnot aware that Placeworks is an
i ndustrial hygienist or petrol eum engi neer.

Their result here is the proposed project
will not create significant hazards to public through
the routine transport, use or disposal of hazardous
mat eri al .

There is an oil field right in the mddle

of this area we're talking about. |It's been there since

PC38
CONTD
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1920, which is in the report. |It's going to be there
anot her 40 years.

This area is an environnmental disaster
right now, and it is a poorly maintained facility. |
know that. |'ma chem cal engineer. | understand
these. |'ve worked in the chem cal arena and the
petrol eum ar ena.

You drive by, it's just disgusting that
this operator, Synergy, is allowed to operate this oi
field in the condition. They have tanks that are
abandoned that have no manways on them that are agai nst
OSHA regul ations to have that. |It's totally unsafe.

Anyway, because of that, this -- there are
fugitive em ssions conmng off of this, and there is not
one thing said in this EIR about that. W're talking
about having 6,000 residents right adjacent to this
hazardous di saster, and there's not one thing said in
t he Environnental |npact Report.

So | think that this specifically needs to
be redone by an industrial hygienist conpany. All you

have to do is Google "oil operations in an urban,” and

you get all sorts of lawsuits, newspaper articles. You
get, you know, cancer. You get asthma. You get watery
eyes. You get all of this stuff. Not one thing in the

Envi ronnent al | npact Report.

PC39
CONTD

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 79

F-79


mheber
Text Box
PC39
CONT'D


mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Line


10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

So this needs to go back, and it needs to ggﬁm
be redone in that area. You need to have a proper
consul tant do this.
Thank you very much
M5. CAUDI LLO JONES: Good evening. M nane is
Rebecca Caudillo Jones. 1'Ill spell that |ast nane,
mddl e | ast name for you. C-a-u-d-i-l-l-0. | live at PC40

233 Attica Drive, and | have been a Long Beach resident
for 30 years.
The issue | want to tal k about one nore
time is traffic, but the nore inportant thing that cane
about about this discussion on traffic was the al nost
I nst ant aneous group that | put together on short notice.
So on Monday, August 15th, 2016 -- | see |
have a typo -- approximately 30 Naples and Bel nont Shore
residents nmet to di scuss SEASP EIR
The consensus of the group is as foll ows:
Unmtigated traffic along Pacific Coast H ghway, Second
Street, Studebaker Road, Loynes Avenue and 7th Street
al ready exists. Comruters traveling to and from Orange
County nost frequently use 7th Street or the Davey's
Bri dge to downtown Long Beach
Movenent at peak tinmes, weekends,
especially summertinme and during special events, such as

but not limted to Gand Prix, 3rd of July fireworks,
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4th of July, dragon boat conpetitions, speed boat races,
sea festivals, Long Beach marat hon, Hall oween, Naples
boat parade and ot her events nakes ingress and egress
difficult to residents, visitors, and nost inportant,
ener gency vehi cl es.

Any new devel opnent, residential and
especially commercial, will greatly exacerbate the
existing unmtigated traffic.

Do not nove forward with further
devel opnent. Devel oper funding is unpredictable, and
devel oper fees are not sufficient to produce the plans
as stated in the EIR

Do inprove timng of signaling, public
transportation and public parking. And attached are the
nanmes of the attendees of that just inpronptu neeting.
| was going to give these to you, but | discovered a
typo. | will fix this and return this corrected.

Pl ease listen to these people. W can cone
together. Unfortunately, the process did not really
all ow for public input.

Thank you.

MR. GOODHUE: Larry Goodhue. Cerk has the
addr ess.

Let nme begin by saying --

COURT REPORTER |I'msorry. Your nane?

PC40
CONTD
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MR. GOODHUE: Everybody, | think | agree with
every single person that spoke except for the one
i ndi vi dual that said he represented a business
association from LA County, and | asked hi m where he
lives, and he lives in Wst Hollywood.

My initial reaction was simlar to be --
this plan was simlar to that when dealing with Mrine
Stadium 8N, and a friend of mne on the other side of
the stadiumsaid, "Don't worry, Larry, the Cty's plan
is divorced fromintelligence."

And, of course, | had to disagree with it
because inherent in the statenment that it was divorced
fromintelligence neant that at sone point it had sone
sort of nexus to intelligence, and clearly this plan
does not at all.

One of the things -- first things that
captured my mind -- and | can't figure out exactly where
the line is, but there's a plan to renove a nunber of
honmes begi nning at the entrance of the Mrine Stadi um
t he newer hones, fromthe aegis of SEADI P

| think that's a very nefarious plan.
can see sonebody putting up -- a Gary Delong putting up
10-, 15-story buildings there. |In fact, |I'msurprised
he didn't put up one there at the -- across from

Col orado Lagoon in that spot.
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So this -- under no circunstances shoul d
any existing area that's now under SEADI P be renoved
fromthat aegis.

The biggest traffic area, the problem of
course, is the iron triangle, and that's certainly a
State issue, and the way to address that | would say --
| would refer to it as Storrow Drive or as Storrow
Avenue, Storrow Drive, which is in Boston, essentially a
tunnel. Starting about right after you approach the VA,
it goes underneath and then will come out sonmewhere down
around the golf course and so forth. That's the only
way to address that.

But | would listen very carefully to what
t hese people say. That represents the viewoints of the
people. | know the Gty didn't want that. That's why
the whole format was, you know, there wasn't a public
f orum when peopl e gat her ed.

You were supposed to go to this corner
this corner or this corner, and you will hear what the
City was going to tell us what was going to be the plan,
and, of course, it backfired. Doesn't work.

Send it back to the drawi ng board, listen
to the people, and make sure nothing, nothing is renoved
fromthe aegis of the existing SEADI P area.

Thank you.
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COURT REPORTER: I'msorry, Larry. Your |ast gg%m
name?
MR GOODHUE: Goodhue, h-u-e. Resident since
1977, when this good lady cane in as -- was a
Counci | person.
MR. BUHBE: Good evening. |'myour neighbor. M
name is M ke Buhbe, B-u-h-b-e, in Seal Beach,
412 Central Way. PC42

In 2008 -- here's sone nunbers for you --
the citizens of Seal Beach faced a public vote over the
two-story or two-story height limt that currently
exists in old town Seal Beach. There used to be a
three-story height limt.

So in 2008, thousands and thousands and
t housands and thousands of Seal Beach residents voted
against a three-story height imt. They voted in favor
of a two-story height limt, lowering the heights, and
this was in a canmpaign where | -- | was the chairman of
this canmpaign. W were outspent five to one.

The opposition had a professional canpaign
manager. They paid professional people. W had on our
side to lower the height Ilimts 50 to 100 vol unteers,
nobody got paid, and the final vote was 73 percent vote
citywde in all five districts to limt the heights in

old town Seal Beach to two stories.

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 84

F-84


mheber
Line

mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Text Box
PC41
CONT'D


mheber
Line

mheber
Text Box
PC42



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

And, in fact, just recently you may have
driven down Pacific Coast H ghway and seen on the corner
of Pacific Coast H ghway and Main Street what we call
the Gad building. This building was oversized, and it
actually created a novenent, and now the City Council in
a unani nous vote recently voted to | ower the height
[imt on Main Street from30 feet to 25 feet.

So the reason |'mhere is that | think
represent the thousands and t housands and t housands of
people in Seal Beach that are against this project, and
| think also the people that | represent simlarly
reflect the people of Long Beach.

| ride a bike additionally. | would never,
ever ride ny bike on Pacific Coast H ghway to get
anywhere. Wth all the distracted drivers, it's just
too unsafe. Drivers -- bike riders get regularly killed
on Pacific Coast Hi ghway.

A third point would be that you have
existing retail at the Marketplace that's underutili zed,
and | think that should be devel oped and paid attention
to before we add any nore congestion, traffic,
addi tional retail.

| think you're looking at this in the short
term but ignore the long-termbenefit. In the |long

termyou make a healthy wetl ands, you have a beauti ful
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| ow density devel opnent, you're going to have nore
peopl e, you're going to have nore incone, you' re going
to have sonething that the Cty of Long Beach can be
proud of.

Thank you.

M5. SUNDSTROM  Good evening. M nane is Diane

Sundstrom | |live 4507 East Barker Way in Bel nont
Hei ghts, and | will be submtting a letter, so | just
wanted to make a few comments toni ght and don't expect a
response to this.

But | think there are nmany positive
el ements about this draft plan, but I'mvery concerned
about the inpact on air quality and greenhouse gas
em ssions fromthe attendant increase in housing and
traffic. And there are several comments in this report
that the project is inconsistent with the South Coast
Air Qality Managenent District plan and al so that the
air quality, even with mtigation, inpacts are
significant.

About -- according to this study, about
77 percent of the greenhouse gas em ssions in SEAD P
currently cone fromtransportation. So with the
i ncreased nunber of car trips that will result fromthe
buil d-out of this plan, this is going to really have a

significant inpact on air quality.
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And nmy concern is that | understand that
you can wite a statenment of overriding considerations
where the benefits outweigh the inpacts, the negative
i npacts, but | have a hard tine comng up with any
positive inpacts that would conprom se clean air. |
mean, we already live in a part of the country that has
the worst air quality; correct?

So the inpacts of this proposed plan on air
qual ity and greenhouse gas em ssions are significant,
cannot be mtigated, and |I think require sone careful
consi derati on.

Further, | wanted to say that the Cty's
2010 sustainable action plan had sone goals that | would
like a status report on. One is that bike ridership
woul d increase from1l percent to 10 percent by 2016,
which is this year, that there would be an increase in
public ridership on transportation by 25 percent by
2010, that vehicle em ssions would be reduced by 30
percent by 2020. And actually, the public ridership was
by 2016, this year.

So this goal of decreasing vehicle
em ssions by 30 percent by 2020 really is in
contradiction to the outcone of this particular plan.

So again, air quality, greenhouse gas

em ssions are a major concern of mne, and | hope you
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gi ve careful consideration to them
CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you.

Seeing no other speakers |lined up, we'll

PC44
. . . . CONTD
cl ose the public comrent period and bring it back.
Staff, | believe you wanted to nmake sone
comments first.
MR, KOONTZ: Sure.
So we have a nunber of facts based on the PC45

i ssues that were brought up by the speakers |I'd like to
go through. If | could have the PowerPoint back and
slide 41, that would be great.

So there were sone comments regarding
wet | ands and buffers and biol ogical inpacts in the
Pacific Flyway, and that is covered in detail in the
EIR, as well as in the plan, but just one point for the
Comm ssion to be aware is that the existing plan does
not have | anguage regardi ng buffers, regarding bird safe
treatnments, regarding any of those issues.

So while it's certainly up for discussion
whet her we got it perfect in the proposed plan, | think
it's inmportant for the Comm ssion to understand the
distinction fromwhere we're starting from

So in terns of traffic, there are traffic
mtigations in the plan, but | think it's also inportant

when we hear the comments that it's not enough to take a
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| ook at what was di scarded as possi bl e.

So what woul d dramatically inprove traffic
in this area, because it's subject to a |ot of regional
traffic novenent, would be inprovenents to the freeway
system specifically 91 and the 405.

That's in the jurisdiction of Cal Trans,
and certainly the Cty has had a robust discussion with
Cal Trans about the wi sdom of adding capacity in Orange
County and not in LA County.

But those particular inprovenents which
woul d bring regional inprovenents to traffic flow are
not within the control of the Gty.

The second big picture itemthat we | ooked
at but dism ssed was we could create, in essence, a
freeway intersection at Second and PCH by conpressing
Second Street or doing sone kind of flyover. It would
require property takes on all four corners, and it would
result in a novenent of traffic that benefits cars but
basically kills the novenment of pedestrians and the use
of the four corners at that property. So that's to be
awar e of.

So what's in this EIR are mitigations
specific to this plan, but that's not to say that the
Cty is not working on traffic inprovenents.

So i nprovenents to east-west connections,

PC45
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i nprovenents to Second Street, these corridors don't
have right-of-way w thout renoving the existing

i nprovenents and in sone cases honmes al ong them but our
Public Wrks Departnment in partnership with Devel opnent
Services, we are always |ooking at those inprovenents to
regional traffic flow, but that doesn't fall within the
context of this area study and what we're going to pass
on as a mtigation. And all of the mtigations are
funded by the devel opnent.

There was a discussion of the extension of
St udebaker, and we made a judgnent call based, one, on
public input and, two, on just suitability, physical
suitability, that we were not going to fill in wetlands
to build a road extension.

It is correct that building that road
extension would -- it's not a panacea, but it would
result in a traffic inprovenent. But that conprom se
was not seen as appropriate, nor would the regul atory
agenci es, Coastal Comm ssion and Fish & Wldlife, allow
us to construct such a road.

And then the final inprovenent that woul d
result in inproved traffic flow would be to construct a
bridge at the end of Ocean Boul evard into Seal Beach
that would also result in dramatically high cut-through

traffic for the residents of the peninsula and increase
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traffic into Seal Beach.

So we don't anticipate that the City of
Seal Beach would be interested in that inprovenent.

So this is just a review of the
intersections that we're talking about, and I'd really
invite everyone to look at -- under CEQA we have to do
an anal ysis of the physical environment today versus the

future with the project, but in our study we al so show

what will happen if we don't do this project, and
traffic levels will continue to grow. Intersection
impacts will continue to increase.

Wiile there is added traffic fromthis
project, there is increased traffic through the entire
region and through this location in specific regardl ess
of whether we do this plan or not.

So the question is really how we want to
cope with that inproved -- increased traffic and what
type of physical environment we want to create for
peopl e.

So that's a little bit on traffic. There's
also a I ot of discussion this evening about height, and
| know this is a topic we've spoken with this Comm ssion
on before. So | just want to be clear that height and
density are not the sane thing.

So height actually allows for greater
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anounts of usabl e open space on the ground level. So if
we think of a 10,000 square foot building, a one-story
10, 000 square foot building takes up 10,000 square feet
of land. A two-story square building takes up 5, 000
square feet of land with 5,000 square feet for open
space. And then at five stories, that same 10, 000
square foot building takes up 2,250 square feet of
ground, of |and.

So it's inportant to understand that height
and density are not the same thing, and what we heard at
comunity neeting after community neeting was that they
want ed pl aza spaces, open spaces, gathering spaces,
| andscaped areas and those view corridors and those new
streets.

And the way that you create enough | eftover
| and for those spaces where you create comunity and
where you create dynam c environnment is that you all ow
for height. If you allow one- and two-story
devel opnment, between parking and that devel opnent there
is no space left. So that's just sonething to be aware
of .

Again, this plan is a 40-year plan, so
there was a | ot of discussion about the nunbers, and our
goal was to deliver a plan that was feasible and

responded to public requests.
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So, for exanple, when we heard that we
wanted a waterfront that you could access that was an
anenity but we also heard we'd Iike to have no traffic
and no new devel opnent, it was not possible for us as
staff to deliver that because based on the econom c
studi es and based on our conmon under st andi ng of
devel opnent, one is not going to tear down a building or
go rent on that building for three years, go to the
expense of building a new building and build the sane
anount of square footage or actually | ess because
t hey' re now providi ng public open space. That's not how
t he devel opnent process works.

So we did a market study with market
experts to understand what |evels of devel opnent woul d
be required in order to receive the public benefits of
open area, and that shows quite clearly there is no
mar ket for three-story developnent. So that -- that's
just the fact.

So there was al so a coment about downtown
and that this was a reversal of a coastal policy that
density only goes downtown. Concentrated density, there
isalineinthe LCPis limted to downtown.

The hi ghest FAR proposed in this plan with
an incentive for doing hotel use is 2.25. That's at a

hei ght of five stories with up to 15 percent of the
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buil ding hitting seven stories.

The height Iimt in downtown is up to 500
feet with an FAR of between 8 and 11.1. So in orders of
magni t ude, between 400 and 600 percent of what we're
proposi ng here in SEADI P

So the anal ogy that what's presented, that
this is of conparable density to downtown is factually
i ncorrect.

The other thing to understand is just there
are alternatives in this plan, and we did that based on
public input, and one of the things we wanted to tease
out was because there's so nuch interest in height, are
there different inpacts based on height, and there's a
reduced height alternative which does not reduce the
i npacts.

There is a reduced intensity alternative
t hat does reduce the inpact, so that may be of interest
to the Commi ssion when they hear this itemin Novenber

So those are ny overriding coments, and
we're glad to answer your questions.

CHAI RMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you.

Comm ssioners, with that we'll bring it
back to the Conm ssion for comments or questions.

Comm ssi oner Tenplin.

COW SSI ONER TEMPLIN: | appreciate all the
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comments and the additional feelings that was shared.
Qobvi ously, as you responded, there was hardly a person
t hat spoke that didn't nmention traffic or density or
hei ght, but one of the things that struck ne and | was
rat her concerned about was the disparity between the
peopl e that show up and tal k about they didn't know
about, they were not involved about public awareness and
able to participate and what was reported and the
nunbers and sone ot her things.

| was wondering if you could expand on that
alittle bit, how that was handl ed.

MR, KOONTZ: Sure.

So as was nentioned, there, over the course
of years, were nultiple public neetings. W did have a
core group which was an advisory group, but all of the
nmeeti ngs were public neetings. They were posted on our
web site. W did press releases. W worked with area
gr oups.

| know that some of the speakers that spoke
tonight, their respective groups sent out enmils letting
peopl e know about those neetings.

So | agree with the speaker that said there
shoul d have been thousands of people participating, and
we woul d have wel conmed t housands of people to

participate. But what we did was an extensive outreach
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program and the nunber of people that participated was
t he nunber of people that participated.

But all those neetings were public. They
were advertised. Folks who aren't able to cone to
nmeetings were able to participate online for the online
town hall program which we used specifically for this

project that we don't always use in order to reach nore

people. | also nyself have an open door. | take
appointnents. | net wth several of the folks in this
room

So while | agree it would be wonderful to
have nore participation, froma staff standpoint, we
feel that we did a good outreach effort for this
proj ect .

COW SSI ONER TEMPLI N: Thank you for that.
CHAI RVMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Any ot her comments from
t he Comm ssi oners?

| do have a question which is related to
the alternatives, your |ow, nediumand then your
preferred alternative in ternms of the density and
nunbers.

Wiere did those conme fron? You nentioned
that you had an econom c¢ study, and |I'm assum ng that
the preferred project, which is the one that you

designated, is the one that is your econom c break
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poi nt, which is what you determ ned.
Where did the other two cone fronf
MR. KOONTZ: So going through the alternatives,
there is the proposed project which is based on the
mar ket study, as well as what the staff, in consultation
with the different community neetings, felt was the best
plan, and that's what we're recomendi ng.

The second alternative is the no project
alternative. So that's if we kept the plan on the
books.

So if we were to take no action or take a
negati ve action on the proposed plan, the devel opnent
rights on the ground do not go away. So soneone coul d
conme in tonorrow and denvolish the Marketplace and build
a new retail establishnment, be that a Costco or a new
shoppi ng center. They have certain rights. And that
total build-out is studied under that alternative.

The third alternative is really required
that we disclose is the no devel opnent at al
alternative. But if we were to deprive all the property
owners of their property rights, the Gty would have to
concei vably acquire those properties.

So that just shows you the existing
condi tions and assunes that nothing is built on any

parcel into the future.
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The reduced intensity alternative, what we
did is we kept reducing the amount of devel opnent unti l
we hit a reduction in the nunber of inpacted
i ntersections.

It was neant to be the point at which the
traffic inpacts are di mnished, but not to the extrene
of representing a nunber |ess than what exists on the
ground today because that woul d not be a hel pful
alternative, at least not within the real m of
possibilities.

And then final alternative was based on al
the public interests in height, and that was a reduced
bui | di ng hei ght alternative where a simlar anmount of
devel opnent to the proposed project is built, but it's
built at a |lower height with | ess open space and the use
of service parking instead of structured parking.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Can you provi de any
information relative to what we all lovingly refer to as
t he punpkin patch and what ultimtely m ght becone of
t hat property?

MR. KOONTZ: So under the proposed SEASP pl an,
that's an industrial use. There is a proposed project
whi ch has an industrial use on that site. Thereis a
Notice of Preparation regarding that project. It's a

Beach Q| M neral Partners project.
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Beyond that, since it's not on the agenda, PC48
CONTD

|"d prefer not to go into it.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: But | guess that's where
was going with the industrial use of that little parce
that we're | ooking at.

MR. KOONTZ: That's correct. So you could see a
light industrial building, you could see m neral
extraction equi pnent, you could see the storage of
bui | di ng supplies, or you could see a light industrial
bui l di ng on that site.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Okay. Just to add a oCio

comment for those that referenced extendi ng Studebaker,
hi storical perspective fromat |east nyself, Marketplace
was actually required to contribute funds at the tine it
was developed to the City to actually extend Studebaker
all the way through

The Gty made several attenpts both
environmental ly and with the Coastal Conm ssion to
actually construct that roadway, and all were rejected.

As indicated by staff, | sincerely doubt
that that attitude has changed. And even if we were to
include that in the plan, | don't think we'd be very
successful in pushing Studebaker throught.

| just wanted the fol ks here to know it was

attenpted at one point. It didn't nake it.
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Conmi ssi oner Verduzco- Vega.
COW SSI ONER VERDUZCO- VEGA: Thank you, M. Chair.
| share in Conm ssioner Tenplin's concern
that the disparity between what we're shown in this neno
here that there were over 180 people that participated
in advisory neetings versus what we're hearing fromthe
audience in that there was a | ack of participation.

So noving forward, | know we reached this
very critical point, but there is still tinme for public
corment. Mving forward with the process, what
opportunity does the public have now to not just conment
but make changes, or is there an opportunity to make
changes and participate in such changes by the public,
and how do they go about doing that?

MR, KOONTZ: Sure.

So the Environnental |npact Report is out
right now It's on our web site. So nowis the tine to
make witten comments on that docunent.

What happens after that is we review all of
t hose conments. Each comrent is responded to in
witing. But nore inportantly, if it's a suggestion for
i nprovenent, we do attenpt to take those suggesti ons.

So one of the speakers, Mss Lanb, was from
the wetl ands organi zation, and they did provide two

menos in lead-up to where we are today, and we made

PC50
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specific changes in regards to the plant palette that's
allowed in | andscape areas in regards to the interface
bet ween wet| and areas and devel opnment areas in specific
response to those comments.

So where we're able to nake those changes,
we do nake those changes. So we wel cone those coments.
There are fol ks that have participated, and we would
invite themto continue to participate, and then when
this will -- in the fornmal approval process, when this
item does conme back to you in Novenber, that will be a
noticed public hearing, and fol ks are wel come to provide
testinmony to this Conm ssion, and you will nmake a
recomendation to the Gty Council that you feel is
best. And then the City Council, that process wll
i nvol ve public testinony, as well.

And then whatever the City, if anything,
noves forward, it will go over to the Coastal
Conmi ssion, who will hold a public process as part of
their consideration at this point.

COWM SSI ONER VERDUZCO- VEGA:  Now, can you be a
little bit nore specific as to who should they approach?
Shoul d t hey approach you specifically? Should they
approach the consultants that we heard fronf

And the second part of that conmment or

gquestion is assumng that there's an overwhel m ng want

PC50
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to participate fromnot just the folks here in the
audi ence but the public in general, do we have to cl ose
this response time? Wiich | think is sonmetinme soon, in
t he next couple weeks. Can we extend that tinme for
publ i c conment ?
MR. KOONTZ: Sure. So let's take those issues one

by one.

Fol ks should be contacting City staff, and
M. Craig Chalfant is the point of contact for the
envi ronnment al i npact docunent, but |'m al so avail abl e,
as well, if folks want to reach out to ne.

The revi ew period under CEQA, because it's
a |l egal disclosure docunent, there's a set period of
tinme. It's either 30, 45 or 60 days. W went for the
| ongest period of tinme, which was the 60 days. So
that's not avail abl e for extension.

But if coments do cone in after that tine,
while they won't be responded to as part of the
envi ronment al document, that doesn't nean that they go
in the shredder. W're still available, and until the
final hour, we're going to be working to nake sure that
the best plan possible is presented to this Comm ssion,
and we wel cone public input at any tine.

COW SSI ONER VERDUZCO- VEGA:  Thank you.

CHAl RMAN CHRI STOFFELS: Comm ssi oner Van Hori k.

PC50
CONTD
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COWMM SSI ONER VAN HORI K: Thank you.

Well, | have to start -- | have a question
for staff, but |I have to start by saying | was very nuch
a proponent of this second | ook at SEADH P because
there's been a |l ot of pressure for |and use changes in
that area, and | really felt that we needed a current
gui ding resource to use in our decision regarding |and
use applications and projects in that area.

One of ny concerns all along has been
mobility in that intersection of Second and PCH, and |
have a question -- and | -- picture is fairly bleak
right now as painted by staff in terns of the options
avai lable. If nothing gets done, the traffic is still
going to be worse according to staff. And given the
popul ation growh in California, | imagine that that is
correct.

And | do have a question for staff
regarding the addition of the intersections on PCH that
are presented in the draft plan, and that is we don't --
what's the chance of getting those -- all those
i ntersections coordinated correctly?

It's under the control of Cal Trans, so is
that -- do we have to wait until they feel like they're
ready to coordinate the intersections because already

there's a problemw th the signals between PCH and

PC51
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Marina Drive, and if we add two nore, is that just going
to be worse? Are we going to conpound it?
MR. KOONTZ: So let ne take those point by point.

So it would have to find a solution because
it would be a condition of approval of a devel oper's
project, and until they obtained clearance fromboth the
Cty and Cal Trans, they would not be able to proceed
with their project. And signal timng inprovenent is a
mtigation in this plan.

We have had sone initial discussions with
Cal Trans, and they're interested in many of the changes
that we contenpl ate for PCH.

And then the internal street sections and
t hose additional intersections, the purpose of those is
to inprove local circulation. So if I'mcomng from
Naples Island and "'mtrying to go to Ralph's, today I
have to go through the Second and PCH i ntersection.

If there were a point of entry prior to
that that connected all the way over to the far side of
that parcel, I"'mable to avoid that intersection
That's the reason for that internal circulation is so
that you're not routing traffic on Second and PCH
unnecessarily.

So based on our studies and based on the

opinion of the traffic engineer, | nean, the answer is

PC51
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no, it won't just make it worse. |Is it challenging
working with Cal Trans? Yes, it is. |Is there an
exi sting signal timng problenf Yes, there is.

But when we propose a mitigation, it
doesn't nean that you can't just not do it. It becones
a condition of approval. And unless they can obtain the
cl earance to do that signal timng inprovenment, the
proj ect does not proceed forward.

Wt hout any new devel opnent, | can't say
whet her that signal timng inprovenment will happen
tomorrow or the next day or years from now because the
truth is while we do our best, the Gty isn't
necessarily as pushy and | awered as a devel oper whose
building permt is held up.

COW SSI ONER VAN HORI K: And there's ot her
probl ematic intersections, as well. So who has
oversi ght on, for instance, Westm nster Boul evard and
the intersection at Westm nster Boul evard and
St udebaker ?

MR. KOONTZ: |1'mgoing to ask our traffic
consultant to cone to the central m crophone at this
time.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: It's Long Beach, by the
way.

MR, PACK: Good evening. M nane's Jason Pack.

PC51
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I"'mwith the firmof Fehr & Peers Associ ates.

So your question was specifically related
to Second Street, Westm nster Boul evard and Studebaker
Drive?

COWM SSI ONER VAN HORI K:  Well, just let ne be a
little nore general.

MR PACK: Ckay.

COW SSI ONER VAN HORI K: As part of the Dougl as
Park project, one of the conditions of approval was that
t he devel oper coordinate the signals, all of the streets
that were identified as being affected by the project,
and that's where I'mtrying to get with this.

Can the sane practical solution or
requi renent -- | guess | should say requirenent actually
be successfully inpl enent ed?

MR. PACK: It can be. Certain intersections right
now t hroughout the entire plan area are controlled by
the City. Owhers are controlled by Cal Trans.

So there is conplexity between two
organi zations and their need to comruni cate with each
ot her and the signal software to comunicate with each
ot her, but there are many jurisdictions out there that
have been able to successfully conplete that
comuni cation and have their signals work together.

So can it be done? Absolutely. Is it

PC52
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sonething that's extrenely easy to inplement? No. It PC52
does take quite a bit of coordination to get it CONTD
i mpl ement ed.
Does that answer your question?

COWM SSI ONER VAN HORI K:  Yes. Thank you.

MR PACK: Sure.

COWM SSI ONER VAN HORI K: But when there's pressure
froma devel opnent that's waiting, then it's easier than
if there's really nothing on the books is what | think
Chris was sayi ng.

MR. PACK: | think that's accurate, yes.

COW SSI ONER VAN HORIK: Al right. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CHRI STOFFELS:  Conm ssi oner Fox?

COW SSI ONER FOX:  The purpose of these study PC53

sessions is to exchange educational thoughts, as well as
guestions. | don't have so nmuch questions as | do sone
t houghts which I think are pertinent.

And | say this with a smle, the way it is,
that M. Goodhue said that he agreed with virtually
everybody that spoke tonight, and I found | al so agreed
with virtually everyone that spoke tonight.

And | agreed with everything that Jan Hal
rai sed by way of question and thoughts. Kind of the
signature statenent in her coments were why do we need

change, and | think that is pertinent.

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 107

F-107


mheber
Text Box
PC52
CONT'D


mheber
Line

mheber
Rectangle

mheber
Text Box
PC53



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG
TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

And |'m addressing this to the staff and to
M. Koontz in particular. Sundstromsaid inevitably
there's sone positive aspects to these plans, and
everyone said this, and | absolutely think that is
accurate. There's no question about it. But there's so
many di fferent aspects to the plan, there's got to be
sonet hing positive about it.

Wth regard to density and with regard to
traffic, ny instinct as a Planni ng Conm ssi oner between
now and Novenber would be to ask every possi bl e question
| could on the inpact on this area of the city and the
city as a whole as it relates to both density and
traffic with a very cynical eye to it and wth a thought
that the likelihood is that this plan is not going to
benefit those areas.

And M. Koontz said, well, the whole
community is expanding, and we have to expand and we
have to anticipate these problens.

| am just saying these are major issues,
and | as a Pl anni ng Comm ssi oner woul d not be inclined
to favor the plan's inpact as it relates in those areas.

Wth regard to the Los Cerritos Wetl ands
Trust, | would be very inclined to talk to that group,
to talk to Ms. Lanb in detail and to know absolutely in

specific every possible detail of the plan as it rel ates
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to the Wetlands Trust and to try to ensure that there is
no i npact whatsoever as it relates to the wetl ands.

That all said, with regard to height -- and
|"'ma short timer, so | won't be voting in Novenber, but
my vote woul d be absolutely negative as it relates to
hei ght increases of any kind.

And | understand the argunents, but at sone
point this has to be said. There wll be argunents for

three stories. Notw thstanding what's been said

tonight, there will be argunents for five stories.
There will be all the various argunents that have been
made.

But when you're counting votes -- and
again, |'mspeaking theoretically, but this Planning

Comm ssi oner woul d vote absol utely agai nst hei ght
i ncreases.
Enough sai d.
CHAI RVMAN CHRI STOFFELS:  Commi ssi oner Cruz.
COW SSI ONER CRUZ:  Thank you.
Question about the alternatives anal ysis.
So under the no project maintain SEAD P
there would be no mtigation nmeasures; is that correct?
MR. KOONTZ: That is correct.
COW SSIONER CRUZ: And if a reduced intensity

alternative was approved, there would be mtigation
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measur es?

PC54
CONTD
MR. KOONTZ: That's also correct.
COM SSI ONER CRUZ: That's all 1 have.
CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Any ot her conmments or
guestions fromthe Comm ssioners?
Comm ssi oner Tenplin.
COWM SSI ONER TEMPLI N:  Just one ot her concern.
PC55

The one gentl eman, the chem cal engi neer
who brought up safety issues in that industrial area,
|"msure that will be forwarded to the proper departnent
and there will be followthrough on that?

MR KOONTZ: Sure.

So | would direct the public to the hazards
section of the EIR W followed the specific guidance
of the State of California -- it's the Ofice of
Pl anni ng and Research -- that gives you CEQA guidelines.
We prepared that section specific to that gui dance.

CEQA is an exam nation of the project's
i npact on the environnment. It's not an eval uati on of
the environnment's inpact on the future residents of the
proj ect .

But nonet hel ess, we followed the correct
procedure, and it's the Cty's factual view that those
i ndividuals that prepared that section were qualified.

They neet the qualifications that the State established.
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So | hear the concern fromthe nenber of
the public, but there are very specific rules. Sone are
addressed in the EIR but some are addressed by the
regul atory agenci es that oversee hazardous material s,
one of which is our City's own Health Departnent, which
does -- you know, thankfully we have that Cty Health
Departnment and we're not relying on the County because
they do inspections four to seven tinmes nore often than
the County does. And they do a great job

As far as the oil extraction, DOGGR, which
is a State agency, is the regulator, and they have
specific regulations for those facilities. And we've
set that forth inthe EIR, so l'd invite the public to
review that section

COW SSI ONER TEMPLI N Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: If you could make one
final clarification, there was a coment nade regarding
the vehicle mles traveled and the | egislation that
brought that fowared.

| "' massum ng those guidelines are stil
being witten and they are not included in our docunent?

MR, KOONTZ: Sure.

So our docunent is based on the rules and
regul ati ons that existed when we started, when we sent

out what's called the Notice of Preparation.
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Subsequent to that, the State O fice of
Pl anni ng & Research rel eased a draft guideline for how
you woul d address traffic inpacts under CEQA noving from
what's called a level of service standard to a vehicle
mles travel ed standard, which | ooks nore at how nuch
car novenent in total is happening and | ooks |ess at the
speci fic anount of delay at any one given intersection.

That proposal is still draft, and when it
does becone final by the State, the way it's witten
today, jurisdictions then have two years after that date
to conply.

So while that is sonething that's an
interesting topic com ng up, changes to CEQA it
actually has no relevance to this particul ar docunent
because we're following the rules and regul ati ons that
exist at this tinme.

CHAI RVAN CHRI STOFFELS: Thank you.

Wth that I"mgoing to close this item out,
and for all of you that canme out tonight, thank you.
Thi s Commi ssion does seriously take the coments that
you have provided this evening. W appreciate it. |
have many, nmany notes personally, and |I watched ny
fell ow commi ssioners do |ikewi se. So we do appreciate
you com ng out and sharing your coments with us.

Thank you.

PC56
CONTD

PANTERA COURT REPORTERS pant er areporters@rsn. com
714-964- 6200 Page 112

F-112


mheber
Line

mheber
Text Box
PC56
CONT'D



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MEETI NG OF PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON TRANSCRI PT OF DI SCUSSI ON STUDY SESSI ON REGARDI NG

TEAM THE on 08/18/2016

(Wher eupon the di scussion of the
SEASP study session concluded at 7:45 p.m)

o-Oo
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
SS.
COUNTY OF ORANGE )

|, MARY E. PIERCE, Certified Shorthand Reporter
No. 6143 in and for the State of California, hereby
certify:

That | attended the foregoing hearing and that
all testinony, argunent and comments nade at the tine of
t he proceedi ngs were recorded stenographically by ne and
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
and all comments nmade at the tine thereof.

| hereby certify that | amnot interested in the
event of the action.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have subscribed ny nane

this 5th day of Septenber, 2016.

Certified Shorthand Reporter in and
for the State of California
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