Historical City Seal

The seal of the City of Long Beach was designed in 1930 by Roland S. Gielow, a draftsman in
the City’s engineering department. Mr. Gielow created this seal as part of a contest and was
awarded a $150 prize for his design.

The theme of the seal is “Urbs Amicitae” or the “Friendly City.” The seal incorporates many
design elements, both real and symbolic of the City of Long Beach.

At the center of focus is the “Queen of the Beaches,” seated on her throne in the foreground,
scepter in hand with the California “Golden Bear” at her feet. Below her lies the horn of plenty
pouring forth an avalanche of fruit, agricultural and manufactured products, while perpetual
sunshine lights the heavens where an airplane soars. Also depicted are the mountains and sea,
a ship, the auditorium, typifying a convention city, the Rainbow pier and yachts offshore.

The lighthouse, breakwater and docks are symbolic of the harbor and the ship symbolizes
commerce of the seven seas. Rail transportation is brought to the water’s edge as pictured by
the locomotive and factories and refineries and oil play a significant role in the pictorial structure.

To portray Long Beach’s unrivaled oceanfront attractions, the artist paneled the whole with a
seashell and to stress its cultural side a book of knowledge and lamp of wisdom are shown.
The four stars at the top signify Long Beach as the fourth largest City in California at the time.
This historic seal demonstrates all of the diverse and wonderful assets that the City of Long
Beach maintains, and which benefit all who live, work and play in the City to this day.
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