
 

City of Long Beach 
Working Together to Serve 

Memorandum 

 
Date: February 20, 2020   

To: Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From: Thomas B. Modica, Acting City Manager   
Subject: Sustainable City Commission Request to Consider Oil Drilling Resolution 

 
At its January 23, 2020 meeting, the Sustainable City Commission heard a presentation from 
Oceana, a non-profit organization, on their campaign to oppose new oil drilling in federal waters 
off the California coast.  The Commission requests the City Council to consider adopting a 
resolution, joining over 90 other jurisdictions, to oppose new offshore oil drilling in federal 
waters off the West Coast. 

 
The current federal administration is working to open federal waters to additional drilling leases, 
including waters along the West Coast.  There have been no new drilling leases in federal 
waters off California since 1984. 
 
The federal waters under consideration here do not include state waters where current oil 
operations occur in the Tidelands areas.  A resolution from the City of Long Beach could make 
this distinction explicit to ensure there is no confusion about current oil operations. 
 
Attached is the presentation from Oceana with more information on the campaign, as well as 
three example resolutions. The full map of jurisdictions that have passed resolutions can be 
found here: https://usa.oceana.org/pacific-drilling. 
 
For any questions on this item please contact Sustainability Coordinator Larry Rich at (562) 
570-5839 or Larry.Rich@longbeach.gov.  

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
CC: CHARLES PARKIN, CITY ATTORNEY 
  LAURA L. DOUD, CITY AUDITOR 

REBECCA GARNER, ACTING ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
  KEVIN JACKSON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
  TERESA CHANDLER, INTERIM DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 
  AJAY KOLLURI, ACTING ADMINISTRATIVE DEPUTY TO THE CITY MANAGER 
  MONIQUE DE LA GARZA, CITY CLERK 
 

https://usa.oceana.org/pacific-drilling
mailto:Larry.Rich@longbeach.gov


ATTACHMENT A



NEW OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING 

5 YR OIL AND GAS LEASING PLAN – ESTABLISES A SCHEDULE OF 
LEASE SALES – SPECIFIES SIZE, TIMING, AND LOCATION.  

CURRENTLY – 2017-2022 PLAN  

APRIL 2017 – PRESIDENTIAL EXECUTIVE ORDER 13795 – 
“IMPLEMENTING AMERICA-FIRST OFFSHORE ENERGY STRATEGY”  
BOEM WAS DIRECTED TO DEVELOP A NEW PROGRAM 2019-2024.   
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DRILLING 

TIMELINE 

You	Are	
Here	
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7 lease sales proposed in the pacific 
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DRILLING  = SPILLING 

California Spills: 
•  Santa Barbara 1969 
•  American Trader 1990 
•  Cosco Busan 2007 
•  Refugio 2015 
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DRILLING IN CA 

EXISTING – 23 platforms, 43 active leases  (Platform Holly) 

2018 – SB 834 & AB 1775 - block new infrastructure thru state waters 

Sept 2109 – H.R. 1941 - block drilling along the East and West coasts (238 votes) 
H.R. 205 - block drilling along Florida’s coast in the Gulf of Mexico (248 votes) 

1969 – NO NEW LEASES = STATE WATERS  
1984 – NO NEW LEASES = FEDERAL WATERS OFF CA   
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OPPOSITION 
EVERY WEST COAST GOVERNOR 
OVER 90 RESOLUTIONS 
BUSINESS ALLIANCE – OVER 7,500 
WILDLIFE AGENCIES – F&G, CSLC, CC Commission  

https://usa.oceana.org/pacific-drilling 
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PUBLIC LAUNCH FEB 2018 and GROWN TO OVER 7,500 

SUBMITTED 2 LETTERS TO HON. NANCY PELOSI in 2019  

4 CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, TOURISM BOARDS, REALTORS ASSOC. 

BAPPC PANEL DURING RISING TIDE SUMMIT IN SAN PEDRO   
FOUNDING MEMBER VIPE DESAI SPOKE BEFORE CONGRESS 

CA COASTAL ECONOMY SUPPORTS 600K JOBS, $42.3 GDP 

IN-DISTRICT AND D.C. MEETINGS WITH CONGRESSIONAL REPS  
NOV 2019 - LOBBY DAY AND PRESENTATION TO BOEM / DOI 

DefendThePacific.org 
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THANK YOU! 
QUESTIONS? 

BUSINESS ALLIANCE - DEFENDTHEPACIFIC.ORG 

NANCY DOWNES 
NDOWNES@OCEANA.ORG 

PACIFIC OPPOSITION – USA.OCEANA.ORG/PACIFIC-DRILLING 
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t
RESOLUTION

‘Protect Our Coasts from Oil and Gas Drilling

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must first have been adopted in the 
form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, oil drilling off the western coast of the United States presents a clear and ever-present danger to the health 
and safety of millions of residents, businesses and economies, with the threat of an oil spill potentially wreaking untold 
and irreparable havoc on ecosystems, on human health, and economic activities of communities that rely on the coast; and

WHEREAS, a well failure in 1969 off the coast of Santa Barbara fouled coastal waters and caused catastrophic 
environmental damage, helping launch the modem environmental movement; and

WHEREAS, while offshore platforms are visible from the state’s southern shoreline and are still extracting oil from more 
than 40 longstanding leases, the last drilling lease sale was in 1984; and

WHEREAS, the under the leadership of former Councilmembers Marvin Braude and Zev Yaroslavsky, the Los Angeles 
City Council sponsored voter-approved Proposition O, which effectively ended new oil drilling off the Los Angeles coast 
in 1988; and

WHEREAS, in December 2016, President Barack Obama signed an executive order that banned any new oil and gas 
drilling off the coast of California under Section 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA); and

WHEREAS, this morning, President Donald J. Tmmp signed the America First Offshore Energy Executive Order, which 
opens the Pacific, Atlantic and Arctic Oceans up to oil and gas drilling; and

WHEREAS, President Trump’s Executive Order threatens our local beaches, harbors and waterways, and it is critical that 
the City of Los Angeles immediately make known its opposition to the President’s Executive Order in an effort to protect 
the health and welfare of its residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council determine, as provided by Section 54954.2 (b) (2) of the 
Government Code, and pursuant to Rule 23 of the Rules of the City Council, that there is an immediate need to act on this 
matter and that the need for action came to the attention of the City Council subsequent to the posting of the agenda for 
today's meeting; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City of 
Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2017-2018 Federal and State Legislative Programs OPPOSITION to President Donald 
J. Trump’s Executive Order that allows any additional oil and gas drilling in the Pacific Ocean or near the Western coast
of the United States.

•;/PRESENTED BY: Li 27-1

MIKE BONIN 
Councilmember, 11th District

oSECONDED BY:
r

/j &
April 28, 2017

£23
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RESOLUTION NO. 5141

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF EL SEGUNDO, 

CALIFORNIA, TO PROTECT OUR COAST FROM OFFSHORE OIL AND

GAS DRILLING AND EXPLORATION, IN OPPOSITION TO THE

PROPOSED 2019-2024 NATIONAL OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF

PROGRAM

THE EL SEGUNDO CITY COUNCIL RESOLVES AND FINDS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: Recitals: 

A. The City of EI Segundo and its visitors enjoy California' s beaches and the
Pacific Ocean for recreational, commercial, and educational activities, all of

which support our local economy; 

B. The City of EI Segundo' s residents value our state' s ocean and coastal
waters, which provide habitat to a vast array of wildlife, including fish, 
whales, sea turtles, and birds that depend on a healthy and clean
environment; 

C. New federal offshore oil and gas leases have not been granted off the coast

of California since 1964; 

D. The U. S. Department of Interior's 2017-2022 Five -Year Outer Continental

Shelf (OCS) Leasing Program adopted as of November 18, 2016 contained
no restrictions on offshore drilling along the Pacific Coast; 

E. Offshore oil and gas drilling and exploration off the Pacific coast puts coastal
resources, and the communities and industries that depend on them, at risk

from oil spills and other damage; 

F. Pipeline and offshore drilling have caused catastrophic economic and
environmental damage in the past; 

G. Opening new areas off the Pacific coast to offshore drilling will perpetuate
the dependence on fossil fuels; 

H. California recognizes that instead of prioritizing new oil and gas

development, the nation can thrive by championing renewable energy, 
which creates, jobs, bolsters the economy, and protects the coastline, 
resources, and marine wildlife from a catastrophic oil spill; 

California continues to pioneer clean, renewable energy, in accordance with
regulatory measures that include S131 00; 
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J. Increasing the State' s renewable energy portfolio is a key strategy to fight
climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

K. California is a founding member of the International Ocean Acidification
Alliance to Combat Ocean Acidification, which identifies, coordinates, and

expands meaningful and timely actions to combat ocean acidification and
highlights the urgency of reducing greenhouse gas emissions; 

L. California has made significant social and financial investments to create

the nation' s first science -based network of Marine Protected Areas ( MPA) 
to protect marine life and habitats which safeguards ecosystems and

economic activities that rely on a healthy ocean— including tourism and
commercial fishing— and supports the state' s thriving $ 44 billion ocean

economy; 

M. Activities occurring beyond California's three-mile boundary in federal
waters can influence and impact protected marine mammal species that

use State waters to feed, breed, and migrate; 

N. The state of California prohibited new oil and gas leasing in state waters
due to the unacceptably high risk of damage and disruption to the marine
environment; and, 

O. The Governor of California, the Attorney General, the State Senate, the
State Lands Commission, the California Coastal Commission, the California

Department of Fish and Wildlife, along with over 60 California municipalities, 
have taken a stand against new federal offshore oil and gas leases in the
Pacific Ocean. 

SECTION 2: The City Council hereby resolves that the City of EI Segundo ( 1) opposes

new leases for oil and gas activities off the coast of California, ( 2) opposes policy to
encourage energy exploration and production on the Outer Continental Shelf, (3) opposes
new federal oil and gas leasing off the Pacific coast, (4) supports a ban on new offshore

oil and gas drilling, fracking, and related techniques in federal and state waters off the
California coast. 

SECTION 3: The City Clerk is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to Governor
Newsom, U. S. Senators Feinstein and Harris; U. S. Representative Lieu; State Senator

Allen; State Representative Burke; and any other interested parties. 

SECTION 4: This Resolution will become effective immediately upon adoption and will
remain effective unless repealed or superseded. 

RESOLUTION NO. 5141
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SECTION 5: The City Clerk will certify to the passage and adoption of this Resolution; will
enter the same in the book of original Resolutions of said City; and will make a minute of
the passage and adoption thereof in the record of proceedings of the City Council of said
City, in the minutes of the meeting at which the same is passed and adopted. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED RESOLUTION No. 5141 this 19th day of March, 2019, 

Drew Boyles ayor

ATTEST: 

Tracy We er, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

bd 14 f® 

Mark D. Hensley, City torney

RESOLUTION NO. 5141
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES SS

CITY OF EL SEGUNDO

1, Tracy Weaver, City Clerk of the City of El Segundo, California, hereby certify that the
whole number of members of the City Council of the City is five; that the foregoing
Resolution No. 5141 was duly passed and adopted by said City Council, approved and
signed by the Mayor of said City, and attested to by the City Clerk of said City, all at a
regular meeting of said Council held on the 19th day of March 2019, and the same was
so passed and adopted by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: Mayor Boyles, Mayor Pro Tern Pirsztuk, Council Member Brann, Council
Member Pimentel, and Council Member Nicol

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

WITNESS MY HAND THE OFFICIAL SEAL OF SAID CITY this day of April, 2019. 

jw-4 /Oza 
TVacy Weaver, City Clerk
of the City of El Segundo, 

California

RESOLUTION NO. 5141
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