City of Long Beach Memorandum
Working Together to Serve

Date: March 6, 2019

To: {;trick H. West, City ManagW

From: Reginald Harrison, Director, Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Communicg@or%"
For: Mayor and Members of the City Council

Subject: Tsunami Preparedness Week — March 26-29, 2019

Tsunami Preparedness Week, March 26-29, 2019, provides an opportunity for residents and
staff to refine plans and preparations for a tsunami. Tsunamis can be caused by a local or near-
source earthquake, a far-source earthquake, or a landslide under the sea. With a near-source
tsunami, we could have as little as 15 minutes before it reaches our shores. A far-source
tsunami could take up to 15 hours. When a tsunami is imminent, residents can generally
mitigate injury by quickly moving to higher ground.

Tsunami Preparedness Week activities for 2019 include:

e The 2019 Long Beach Tsunami Walk and Resource Fair on Saturday, March 23 at Will
Rogers Mini Park. The event will begin at 9:00 a.m. with the walk taking place at 10:30
a.m. Participants will walk to a desighated safe zone where staff from Disaster
Preparedness and tsunami awareness organizations will answer questions and provide
additional information.

» Additionally, on Saturday, March 23 at 10:00 a.m., City staff and tsunami experts from
various agencies will conduct a press briefing to provide information on how to prepare
for a tsunami and the natural warning signs of a tsunami. The press briefing will
immediately precede the Tsunami Walk at Will Rogers Mini Park

* During Tsunami Week, Disaster Preparedness staff will test its ability to send emergency
notifications to residents in the tsunami inundation/flood zone who have signed-up to
receive AlertLongBeach emergency notifications. Residents are encouraged to sign up
for AlertLongBeach at alertiongbeach.com to receive a voice, email, or text message on
their computer or mobile device.

e Distribution of the Tsunami Preparedness Guide (available in English and Spanish) and
presentations to residents and businesses in the tsunami inundation/flood zone on
tsunami preparedness. The Tsunami Preparedness Guide was designed for Long Beach
residents to learn how to prepare for and survive a tsunami.

e Throughout the month of March, Disaster Preparedness staff will distribute information
on Tsunami Preparedness through social media and conduct a Facebook Live
educational session at @LongBeachDisasterPreparedness.


http://www.longbeach.gov/disasterpreparedness/alert-long-beach/
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Attached is a flyer detailing Tsunami Walk 2019 activities. We encourage all residents and
businesses throughout Long Beach to participate in Tsunami Preparedness Week activities.

If you have questions or require additional information, please contact me at (562) 570-9460.

ATTACHMENT

cc: CHARLES PARKIN, CITY ATTORNEY
LAURA Doub, CITY AUDITOR
DouG HAUBERT, CITY PROSECUTOR
Tom MoDICA, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
KEVIN JACKSON, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
REBECCA GARNER, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPUTY TO THE CITY MANAGER
DEPARTMENT HEADS



Tsunami Walk 2019

The City of Long Beach wants to mobilize the community and
educate residents on how to prepare for a tsunami.

9:00 AM: Preparedness fair begins at Will Rogers Mini Park
10:00 AM: Tsunami Preparedness Press Conference
10:30 AM: Educational tsunami evacuation walk from Will Rogers
Mini Park to Recreation Park Community Center
11:00 AM: Q&A regarding tsunami preparedness
11:20 AM: Walk back to Will Rogers Mini Park
12:30 PM: Preparedness fair ends
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