
Residential Street 
Slurry FAQ

What is Measure A?
Measure A is a ballot initiative, approved by a majority of Long Beach voters on June 7, 2016, which added a
transactions and use (sales) tax for a period of ten years on the sale and/or use of all tangible personal property
sold at retail in the City. Measure A increases sales tax by 1% for the first six years. After six years, the tax increase
is reduced to 0.5%. The tax sunsets after 10 years. Measure A marks a significant and needed investment in public
infrastructure along with enhancements and maintenance of critical Public Safety services.

For more information on Measure A, visit: www.longbeach.gov/MeasureA

*Approximate cost includes asphalt patch repairs and crack sealing.

How much money is going to street slurry
work?
In the 2017 fiscal year, Measure A is funding
$11,080,000 in residential street
improvements, which includes asphalt patch
repairs, crack sealing of existing residential
streets, sidewalk improvements, and slurry
seal of 35 road miles.

How are streets selected for slurry seal?
The City of Long Beach has a street inventory
of 786 miles. Each street has been rated on
its present pavement condition and given a
PCI (pavement condition index) score. Using
the PCI data, an understanding of daily traffic
flow, and the known available budget, the Department of Public Works develops a Pavement Management Plan
(PMP) from which streets are selected for work based on the highest priority needs across the City.

Streets selected for slurry seal are determined to need preventative maintenance. It is more cost effective to
provide a ‘good’ quality street with slurry seal (approximately $2 per sq. foot*) rather than allowing the street to
degrade to a ‘fair’ or ‘poor’ condition, which can cost $10 or more per sq. foot to repair. Please refer to the
Measure A map to see what streets will be slurry sealed in 2017.

What is slurry seal?
Slurry seal is a road maintenance process meant to preserve and maintain a street in good condition before it
experiences heavy cracking, pot holes, or requires serious repair. Slurry seal is a preventative maintenance coat
consisting of water, oil, and sand. Slurry seal preserves the integrity of the street and will allow it to remain in good
condition for a number of years to follow.

How long will it take you to complete my street?
The slurry sealing process includes multiple phases of work. Before work begins, a visual inspection is done of the
street, curbs, sidewalks, and trees. Based on the inspection, determinations are made about necessary concrete
work, asphalt patching repairs, and tree pruning for the purposes of street work, which will all take place in
advance of the street slurry being applied. On average, the full process from inspection through restoration of
pavement markings takes 6-8 weeks (based on the availability of crews to complete each part of the process).
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