Initiative Measure to be Submitted Directly to the Voters
Pursuant to California Elections Code section 9203, the City Attorney has
prepared the following title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the
proposed initiative Measure. The title and summary must be printed across the
top of each page of the petition whereon signatures are to appear as required by
Elections Code section 9203.
Ballot Title:
Initiative Charter Amendment Requiring At Least Three Percent of the City’s
General Fund to be Set Aside for Children and Youth Programs and Services
Ballot Summary:
This initiative measure proposes an amendment to the Long Beach City Charter
to require 3% of the City’s annual unrestricted general fund revenues to be set
aside in a new Long Beach Fund for Children and Youth (the “Fund”). The Fund
is intended to augment the amount of money the City already spends on
programs for children, youth and young adults (through age 24). The measure
would establish the Fund with an initial allocation of $750,000 in Fiscal Year
2020-2021, and would annually increase to 3% of the City’s unrestricted general
fund revenues in Fiscal Year 2023-2024. This allocation would expire in Fiscal
Year 2033-2034, however, the City Council or the voters may extend the measure
thereafter, without amendments.
The measure would also establish a “Children Youth and Development
Department” in the City to implement its program as well as a 20-member
planning and oversight committee to oversee the use of Fund revenues. Half of
the committee members must be between 18 and 24 years of age; those
members who are older than 24 must possess knowledge and expertise in
children, youth and young adult policy issues. The committee would be required
to develop a strategic investment plan in order to distribute grants from the Fund
to public agencies and community organizations serving youth.
The committee would make funding proposals to the City Council based on the
strategic investment plan. The City Council could approve or disapprove the
committee proposals, but could not amend or modify them. If the City Council, in
approving the City’s overall budget, determines that there is a “moderate” or
“severe” fiscal emergency, as defined in the measure, the amount required to be
set aside in the Fund could be decreased for that year.
Money in the Fund could only be used for those programs and services for
children, youth and young adults up to 24 years of age identified in the measure.
Eligible services could include programs for early child care, violence prevention,
workforce development, parent/guardian support, and educational, well-being

and environmental health services. The Fund could not be used for programs or
services with only an incidental benefit to children and youth. Not more than 15%
of the Fund could be used for administrative purposes in any fiscal year. The
measure would also require the City to continue funding youth services at levels
it previously spent in Fiscal Year 2018-2019, to the extent those services would
be eligible for funding under this program.

