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LGB Pulls Off Another Successful Triennial Drill 

On Friday, April 24, 10:00 p.m. to 12 midnight, the Long Beach Airport, along with the Long Beach Fire and 
Police Departments, conducted a full-scale emergency response drill. The scenario was a 6.4 magnitude 
earthquake centered 2 miles north of the Airport on a Friday night at 5 p.m.  First responders were chal-
lenged with a real-life scenario involving the evacuation of two aircraft, one resulting in a fire, all while deal-
ing with hundreds of passengers, with numerous casualties and injuries. 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) mandates a large-scale emergency response exercise every three 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀǾƛŀπ
tion regulations. The last Airport triennial drill was conducted on April 22, 2006. 

In addition to the mock natural disaster site, the drill 
also called for the activation of several phases of the 
!ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ Wƻƛƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
Center (JIC) and Family Assistance Center (FAC). 

City of Long Beach agencies participating in the drill 
include Airport Operations, Long Beach Fire, Police, 
Search and Rescue, and the Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC).  Outside agency participants include the 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Air Support, fire depart-

ments within Los Angeles and Orange Counties, National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), Greater Long Beach 
Chapter of the American Red Cross, St. Mary Medical Center 
Disaster Resource Center, Alaska Airlines, Delta Air Lines, 
JetBlue Airways, U.S. Airways, various ambulance agencies 
and other Airport tenants. Approximately 150 volunteers 
from across Long Beach and the Southern California region 
participated in the drill.  
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