
 
 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES (CACOD) 
COMMISSION MEETING  

MINUTES  
 

 
LOCATION:     DATE:     TIME: 
Main Library      September 8, 2016                             12:30 pm 
Lower Level Meeting Room  
 
Meeting called to order at 12:33 p.m. by Chairperson McClain.  
     
ROLL CALL OF COMMISSIONERS: 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF PRESENT GUESTS 
Bell, Anthony  
Calsita, Ciarra  
Gauthier, David  
Hernandez, Richard   
Kumiyama, Jennifer  
McClain, Deaka  

Karadjov, Chris   
Valdespino, Sidney 

Blackmun, Heather 
Bussi, Katherine 
Murry-Myles, Sherriel            

Caron, Josephine 
Dawson Harris, Frances 
Gallardo, Anthony 
Gallardo, Mary  
 

 
    

MINUTES: 
 
Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to approve the August 11, 2016 minutes with the 
following correction to Future Agenda Items: Invite the Housing Authority to discuss affordable 
and accessible housing in Long Beach. Commissioner Calsita seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried (5-0-1).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Anthony and Mary Gallardo, parents of a special needs child introduced themselves to the 
Commission. The Gallardos stated that since June 2016 they have been trying to open a 
franchise, a children’s gym called “We Rock the Spectrum” with hopes of making it a one-stop 
location where families of special needs children can demo and purchase specialized equipment 
and toys, attend workshops, network and build friendships, but to date they are still not open for 
business. The Gallardos stated that they are being targeted with additional requests and this is 
preventing them from opening. Lastly, the Gallardo stated that they have come to today’s 
meeting to seek CACoD’s assistance in dealing with all these additional requests. Heather 
Blackmun, Citywide ADA Coordinator thanked the Gallardos for attending and stated that 
CACoD is an advisory Commission to the Mayor and does not advocate for individuals. Ms. 
Blackmun stated that she could speak to the Gallardos off-line.  
 
Frances Emily Dawson Harris, former CACoD Commissioner greeted the Commissioners and 
stated she was thrilled when she saw this month’s agenda and she is elated to be here. Ms. 
Dawson Harris stated that Berth #3, formerly known as Alamitos Bay Dock D Landing was 
completed during the Memorial Day Weekend making it accessible for those residents using the 
Long Beach Transit’s Aqua Link Service. Additionally, Ms. Dawson Harris stated that CACoD 
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was involved in helping achieve accessibility at all of Long Beach’s docks. Lastly, Ms. Dawson 
Harris read some disability social statistics for Long Beach from the 2000 Census and stated 
that essentially each CACoD Commissioner is the voice for at least 9,000 disabled persons 
living in Long Beach and she encouraged them to “keep up the good work!”          
 
Josephine Caron, Library Services, greeted the Commissioners and introduced herself. Ms. 
Caron reminded the Commissioners that the Grand Opening for the new Michelle Obama 
Branch Library located at 5870 Atlantic Avenue will be held on Saturday, September 10th at 
10:00 AM. Secondly, Ms. Caron stated that September is National Library Sign-Up Month. 
Lastly, Ms. Caron stated that the specialized software for the Information Center for People with 
Disabilities should be installed and available sometime in September, not August as stated 
during last month’s meeting.  
 
STAFF REPORT: 
 
Heather Blackmun, Citywide ADA Coordinator reported that the Proclamation for October will be 
presented at the October 18, 2016 Council meeting, not October 4th as originally requested.           
  
 COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
Accessibility & Transportation Standing Committee:  
 
Commissioner Bell reported that there was no quorum.            
 
Programs & Services Standing Committee 
 
Commissioner Hernandez reported that the committee discussed completing the list of 
agencies that provide services to the disabled community. Additionally, Commissioner 
Hernandez reported that the committee is working on their Goals and Objectives.    
 
Commissioner Kumiyama made a motion to accept the committee report. Commissioner 
Bell seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0).  
 
Youth & Employment Standing Committee 
 
Commissioner Calsita reported that “Save the Date” reminders for Disability Mentoring 
Day were send out last month requesting mentees. Additionally, Commissioner Calsita 
reported that last night invitations along with the City Memo regarding Disability Mentoring 
Day were sent out to the contacts at Long Beach Community College, Cal State 
University Long Beach, Long Beach Unified School District, Arts and Services for 
Disabled and Harbor Regional Center. Commissioner Calsita also reported that the 
committee was unable to contact Pathpoint as our contact is no longer there. Lastly, 
Commissioner Calsita reported that follow-up reminders will be sent out in 2 weeks for a 
final list of mentees.    
 
Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to accept the committee report. Commissioner 
Bell seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0).      
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   OLD BUSINESS:  
                    

A. Towne Hall meeting: Commissioners Kumiyama and Bell reported that the Ad Hoc 
committee would like to hold the Towne Hall Meeting on Transportation on either 
February 22, 23 or 24, 2017 at either the Long Beach Convention Center or the lower 
level of the Main Library. They would like the event to run from 12:30 to 4:00 PM: booth 
set up 12:30 to 1:00 PM, open booths 1:00 to 1:30 PM, Program and Panel questions and 
answers (Q and A) 1:35 to 2:50 PM, re-open booths 2:50 to 3:20 PM, break down 3:20 to 
4:00 PM. Commissioner Kumiyama gave sample questions for the Q and A. Additionally, 
Commissioner Kumiyama listed the agencies they would like to invite to the event. Lastly, 
Commissioner Kumiyama reported they would like to serve popcorn and water and 
present certificates to the booth participants and the panelists. It was suggested that the 
event start at 1:00 PM since there will be no lunch provided.   
 
Commissioner Calsita made a motion to accept the Ad Hoc committee report. 
Commissioner Hernandez seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0).    
 

B. Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to discuss trash receptacles in City facilities’ 
men’s accessible bathroom stalls.  Commissioner Kumiyama seconded the motion.  
Heather Blackmun reported that it will cost the City between $300.00 and $400.00 per 
stall to install the receptacles.  Discussion ensued. It was decided that a letter to the 
Mayor and City Council should be drafted advising of the need for the placement of the 
trash receptacles and prioritizing installation Citywide. 
 

C. Commissioner Calsita made a motion to discuss the committee placement for 
Commissioner Kumiyama. Commissioner Gauthier seconded the motion. Commissioner 
Kumiyama stated that she has accepted a full time position in Councilmember Lena 
Gonzalez’s office and will therefore need to resign from the Commission; no committee 
placement will be necessary.  
 

D. Disability Employment Awareness Month (DEAM): Commissioner Gauthier reported that 
the Ad Hoc committee would like to invite the same agencies as last year. Additionally, 
Commissioner Gauthier reported that they would like to hold the event on either October 
26th or 27th at either the Main Library, City Council Chambers, Centennial Plaza or the 
Long Beach Convention Center.  They would like the event to run from 12:30 to 4:30 PM, 
this includes set up and break down times. Commissioner Gauthier listed several keynote 
speakers and themes for the event and parts of the program were assigned to different 
Commissioners.  Discussion ensued. It was decided that the theme for this year’s DEAM 
would be “Promoting Inclusion in the Workforce.”  
 
Commissioner Kumiyama made a motion to approve the Ad Hoc Committee report. 
Commissioner Calsita seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0).  

    
NEW BUSINESS: 

            
A. Commissioner Kumiyama made a motion to approve the invitation to Public Works to 

discuss truncated domes. Commissioner Bell seconded the motion. The motion carried 
(6-0-0).      
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B. Commissioner Bell made a motion to approve the invitation to the City Attorney for an 
educational presentation. Commissioner Gauthier seconded the motion. The motion 
carried (6-0-0).  
 

C. Commissioner Kumiyama made a motion to discuss increasing public participation at 
CACoD events. Commissioner Calista seconded the motion. Discussion ensued. Ms. 
Dawson Harris presented several ideas including new CACoD business cards and a flyer 
that can used to invite the public to attend CACoD events. Additionally, Ms. Dawson 
Harris suggested that CACoD participate in different community events like the Human 
Abilities Festival at the Aquarium, Southern California Special Olympics and the Martin 
Luther King Jr celebration to increase the community’s awareness regarding the 
existence of CACoD and our events. Lastly, Ms. Dawson Harris suggested having sign-in 
sheets for public participants at each of CACoD’s events.  
 

D. Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to discuss Live Feed of CACoD meetings. 
Commissioner Hernandez seconded the motion. Commissioner Bell made a subsequent 
motion to table item D. Commissioner Calsita seconded the motion. The motion carried 
(6-0-0).  
 

E. Commissioner Hernandez made a motion to discuss updating the City’s ADA website. 
Commissioner Kumiyama seconded the motion. Commissioner Gauthier made a 
subsequent motion to table item E. Commissioner Calsita seconded the motion. The 
motion carried (6-0-0).  
 

F. Commissioner Hernandez made a motion to draft an invitation to the Long Beach 
Housing Authority regarding affordable and accessible housing. Commissioner Gauthier 
seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0). 
 

G. Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to discuss ballot measures. Commissioner 
Kumiyama seconded the motion. Commissioner Bell reported that he feels the 
Commission should draft a letter to the Mayor in support of Prop 61, this proposition 
would prevent price gouging by pharmaceutical companies.  
 

H. Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to discuss accommodating disabled patrons at 
the Long Beach Airport. Commissioner Calsita seconded the motion. After a brief 
discussion, Commissioner Gauthier made a subsequent motion to table item H. 
Commissioner Calista seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0).  
 

I. Commission Kumiyama made a motion to discuss a celebration for out-going City staff. 
Commissioner Hernandez seconded the motion. Commissioner Gauthier made a 
subsequent motion to table item I. Commissioner Calsita seconded the motion. The 
motion carried (6-0-0).  
 

          
CHAIRPERSON AND/OR VICE-CHAIRPERSON CLOSING REMARKS: 

 
Chairperson McClain stated that she submitted the minutes and agenda from the last Paratransit 
Advisory Committee meeting to City staff and she wished Commissioner Hernandez a happy 
birthday.          

 
ANNOUNCEMENT & CORRESPONDENCE: 
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Commissioner Hernandez announced that the 1st Annual Disability Pride Parade and Festival 
will be held on October 9th from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Southern California Resources 
Services for Independent Living located at 7830 Quill Drive in Downey.  
 
Chairperson McClain announced that she and Commissioner Hernandez we guests at the 
Commission on Disabilities in Los Angeles and they also attended the Emergency Management 
training sponsored by the Emergency Communication and Disaster Preparedness Department.     
                
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
           

1. Draft a letter to the Mayor regarding the need for the placement of trash receptacles in 
the men’s accessible bathroom stalls in City facilities 

2. Draft a letter to the Mayor supporting Prop 61 
3. CACoD’s  participation in the Human Abilities Festival at the Aquarium 
4. CACoD’s participation in the Martin Luther King celebration including the Parade 
5. CACoD’s participation in the Southern California Special Olympics 
6. Discussion regarding the new ADA transition plan and CACoD’s participation 
7. Discussion of new business cards and flyers as invitations to increase public 

participation at CACoD events   
8. Create a survey to help CACoD assess the needs of the disabled community 

       
 ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Commissioner Gauthier made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:30 PM. Commissioner                                            
Bell seconded the motion. The motion carried (6-0-0) 

 
ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
The City of Long Beach intends to provide reasonable accommodations in accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  If a special accommodation is desired, or if this 
information is needed in an alternative format, please contact Heather Blackmun at (562) 570-
6257, 48 hours prior to the CACoD Meeting. 


